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CHAPTER  Xn. 

OF   ALBERT   FRIEDRICH,    THE    SECOND  DUEE    OF  PREUSSEN. 

DuEE  Albert  died  in  1568,  laden  with  years,  and 
in  his  latter  time  greatly  broken-down  by  other  troubles. 
His  Prussian  Baths  (Councillors)  were  disobedient,  his 
Osianders  and  Lutheran-Calvinist  Theologians  were  all 
in  fire  and  flame  against  each  other:  the  poor  old  man, 
with  the  best  dispositions,  but  without  power  to  realise 
them,  had  much  to  do  and  to  suffer.  Pious,  just  and 
honourable,  intending  the  best,  but  losing  his  memory, 
and  incapable  of  business,  as  he  now  complained.  In 
his  sixtieth  year  he  had  married  a  second  time,  a 
young  Brunswick  Princess,  with  whose  foolish  Brother, 
Eric,  he  had  much  trouble:  and  who  at  last  herself 
took  so  ill  with  the  insolence  and  violence  of  these  in- 
trusive Councillors  and  Theologians,  that  the  house- 
hold-life she  led  beside  her  old  Husband  and  them  be- 
came intolerable  to  her;  and  she  withdrew  to  another 
residence,  —  a  little  Hunting-seat  at  Neuhausen,  half 
a  dozen  miles  from  Konigsberg*,  —  and  there,  or  at 
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Labiau,  still  farther  o£P,  lived  mostly,  ii^  «a':separate 
condition,  for  the  rest  of  her  life.  ^§epfe/it^,fcSr  .life:  — 
nevertheless  they  happened  tb\di€t '9^ 'the 'same  day; 
20th  March  1568,  th^^jw^ere^  simultaneoiisly  delivered 
from  their 'troubtes  in -fliis  world.* 
-X  -'Albert* Xert  "^one  Son:  the  second  child  of  this  last 
".*'V^e«  ^s  one  child  by  the  former  Wife,  a  daughter 
now  of  good  years,  was  married  to  the  Duke  of  Mecklen- 
burg. Son's  name  was  Albert  Friedrich;  age,  at  his 
Father's  death,  fifibewL  A  promising  young  Prince> 
but  of  sensitive  abstruse  temper;  —  held  under  heavy 
tutelage  by  his  Eaths  and  Theologians;  and  spurting- 
up  against  them,  in  explosive  rebellion,  from  time  to  time. 
He  now  (1568)  was  to  be  sovereign  Duke  of  Preussen, 
and  the  one  representative  of  the  Culmbach  Line  in 
that  £ne  Territory;  Markgraf  George  Friedrich  of  Ans- 
pach,  the  only  other  Culmbacher,  being  childless, 
though  wedded. 

We  need  not  doubt,  the  Brandenburg  Honse,  —  old 
Kuifrirst  Joachim  IL  still  alive,  and  thrifty  Johann 
George  the  Heir-apparent,  —  kept  a  watchM  eye  on 
those  emergencies.  But  it  was  difficult  to  interfere 
directly;  the  native  Prussian  Eaths  were  very  jealous, 
and  Poland  itself  was  a  ticklish  Sovereignty  to  deal 
witL  Albert  Friedrich  being  still  a  Minor,  the  Polish 
King,  Sigismund,  proposed  to  undertake  the  guardian- 
ship of  him,  as  became  a  superior  lord  to  a  subject 
vassal  on  such  an  occasion.  But  the  Prussian  Eaths 
assured  his  Majesiy,  "Their  young  Prince  was  of  such 

•  Hiibner,  tab.  181;  Stensel,  i.  842. 
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a  lively  intellect,  he  was  perfectly  fit  to  conduct  the 
affiurs  of  the  Grovemment''  (especially  with  such  a 
Body  of  expert  Councillors  to  help  him),  ^^and  might 
be  at  once  declared  of  age."  Which  was  accordingly 
the  course  followed;  Poland  caring  little  for  it;  Bran- 
denburg digesting  the  arrangement  as  it  could.  And 
thus  it  continued  for  some  years,  even  under  new  diffi- 
culties that  arose;  the  official  •Clique  of  Eaths  being 
the  real  Goyemment  of  the  Country;  and  poor  young 
Albert  Friedrich  bursting- out  occasionally  into  tears 
against  them,  occasionally  into  ^tile  humours  of  a  fiery 
nature.  Osiander-Theology,  and  the  battle  of  the  'doanes 
ran  very  high;  nor  was  Prussian  Officiality  a  beautiful 
thing. 

These  Prussian  Baths,  and  the  Prussian  Ritterschaft 
generally  (Ejiightage,  Land< Aristocracy),  which  had  its 
Stdnde  (States,  or  meetings  of  Parliament  after  a  sort), 
were  all  along  of  a  mutinous,  contumacious  humour. 
The  idea  had  got  into  their  minds.  That  they  were  by 
birth  what  the  ancient  Bitters  by  election  had  been; 
entitled,  fit  or  not  fit,  to  share  the  Government  pro- 
motions among  them:  "The  Duke  is  hereditary  in  his 
office;  why  not  we?  All  Offices,  are  they  not,  by  na- 
ture, ours  to  share  among  us?"  The  Duke^s  notion, 
again,  was  to  have  the  work  of  his  Offices  effectually 
done;  small  matter  by  whom:  the  Bitters  looked  less 
to  that  side  of  the  question;  —  regarded  any  "Foreigner" 
(German-Anspacher,  or  other  Non-Prussian),  whatever 
his  merit,  as  an  intruder,  usurper,  or  kind  of  thief, 
when  seen  in  office.    Their  contentions,  conlum^v^^ 

1* 
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and  pretensions  were  accordingly  manifold.  They  had 
dreams  of  an  "Aristocratic  Republic,  with  the  Sovereign 
reduced  to  zero,"  like  what  their  Polish  neighbours 
grew  to.  They  had  various  dreams;  and  individuals 
among  them  broke  out,  from  time  to  time,  into  high 
acts  of  insolence  and  mutiny.  It  took  a  hundred-and- 
fifty  years  of  Brandenburg  horse-breaking,  sometimes 
with  sharp  manipulation  and  a  potent  curb-bit,  to  dis- 
possess tiiem  of  that  notion,  and  make  them  go  steadily 
in  harness.  Which  also,  however,  was,  at  last,  got 
done  by  the  HohenzoUerns. 

Of  Duke  Albert  Friedrich's  Marriage:  who  his  Wife  was^ 
and  what  her  possible  Dowry, 

In  a  year  or  two ,  there  came  to  be  question  of  the 
marrying  of  young  Duke  Friedrich  Albert.  After  due 
consultation,  the  Princess  fixed  upon  was  Maria  Eleo- 
nora,  eldest  Daughter  of  the  tiien  Duke  of  Cleve:  to 
hiTn  a  proper  Embassy  was  sent  with  that  object;  and 
came  back  with  Yes  for  answer.  Duke  of  Cleve,  at 
that  time,  was  Wilhelm,  called  "the  Rich"  in  History- 
Books;  a  Sovereign  of  some  extent  in  those  lower 
Rhine-countries.  Whom  I  can  connect  with  tiie  English 
reader's  memory  in  no  readier  way  tiian  by  the  fact. 
That  he  was  younger  brother,  one  year  younger,  of  a 
certain  "Anne  of  Cleves;"  —  a  large  fat  Lady,  who 
was  rather  scurvily  used  in  this  country;  being  called, 
by  Henry  VlU.  and  us,  a  "great  Flanders  mare,'* 
unsuitable  for  espousal  with  a  King  of  delicate  feelings! 


CHAF.Xn.]  ALBEBT  FBIEDBIOH.  6 

1673. 

This  Anne  of  Cleves,  who  took  matters  qnietly  and 
lived  on  her  pension,  when  rejected  by  King  Heniy, 
was  Aunt  of  the  young  Lady  now  in  question  for 
Prenssen.  She  was  still  alive  here  in  England,  plea- 
santly qniet  ^^at  Burley  on  the  Hill,"  till  Maria  Eleonora 
was  seven  years  old;  —  who  possibly  enough  still  reads 
in  her  memory  some  fading  vestige  of  new  black  frocks 
or  trimmings,  and  brief  courtrmouming,  on  the  death 
of  poor  Aunt  Anne  over  seas.  — Another  Aunt  is  more 
honourably  distinguished:  Sibylla,  Wife  of  our  noble 
Saxon  Elector,  Johann  Friedrich  the  Magnanimous, 
who  lost  his  Electorate  and  almost  his  Life  for  reli- 
gion's sake,  as  we  have  seen,  by  whom,  in  his  perils 
and  distresses,  Sibylla  stood  always,  like  a  very  true 
and  noble  Wife. 

Duke  Wilhelm  himself  was  a  man  of  considerable 
mark  in  his  day.  His  Duchy  of  Oleve  included  not 
only  Cleve-Proper,  but  Jiilich  {Julieri),  Berg,  which 
latter  pair  of  Duchies  were  a  better  thing  than  Cleve- 
Proper:  —  Jiilich,  Berg  and  various  other  small  Prin- 
cipalities, which,  gradually  agglomerating  by  marriage, 
heritage  and  the  chance  of  events  in  successive  cen- 
turies, had  at  length  come  all  into  Wilhelm's  hands; 
so  that  he  got  the  name  of  Wilhelm  the  Rich  among 
his  contemporaries.  He  seems  to  have  been  of  a  head- 
long, blustery,  imcertaiQ  disposition;  much  tossed-about 
in  the  controversies  of  his  day.  At  one  time  he  was  a 
Protestant  declared;  not  without  reasons  of  various 
kinds.    The  Duchy  of  Geldem  (what  we  call  Gucldcrs^ 
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had  fallen  to  him,  by  express  bequest  of  the  last 
Owner,  whose  Line  was  ont;  and  Wilhelm  took  pos- 
session. But  the  Kaiser  Karl  Y.  quite  refused  to  let 
him  keep  possession.  Whereupon  Wilhelm  had  joined 
with  the  French  (it  was  in  the  MoritsfAlcibiades  time); 
had  declared  war,  and  taken  other  high  measures:  but 
it  came  to  nothing,  or  to  less.  The  end  was,  Wilhehn 
had  to  ^'come  upon  his  knees"  before  the  Kaiser ,  and 
beg  forgiveness;  quite  renouncing^  Greldem,  which  suo 
cordingty  has  gone  its  own  different  road  ever  since. 
Wilhelm  was  zealously  Protestant  in  those  days;  as  his 
people  are,  and  as  he  still  is,  at  the  period  we  treat  of. 
But  he  went  into  Papistry,  not  long  after;  and  made 
other  sudden  turns  and  misventures:  to  all  appearance 
rather  an  abrupt,  blustery,  uncertain  Herr.  It  is  to 
him  that  Albert  Friedrich  the  young  Duke  of  Preussen, 
guided  by  his  Council  now  (Year  1572)  sends  an  Em- 
bassy, demanding  his  eldest  Daughter,  Maria  Eleonora, 
to  wife. 

Duke  Wilhelm  answered  Tea;  "sent  a  Counter-Em- 
bassy,"  with  what  else  was  necessary;  and  in  due  time 
the  young  Bride,  with  her  father ,  set  out  towards 
Preussen,  such  being  the  arrangement,  there  to  com- 
plete the  matter.  They  had  got  as  far  as  Berlin, 
warmly  welcomed  by  the  Kurftirst  Johann  George; 
when,  from  K(5nigsberg,  a  sad  message  reached  ^em: 
namely.  That  the  young  Duke  had  suddenly  been 
seized  with  an  invincible  depression  and  overclouding 
of  mind,  not  quite  to  be  characterised  by  the  name  of 
madness,  but  still  less  by  that  of  perfect  sanity.    His 
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eagerness  to  see  his  Bride  was  the  same  as  fonnerly; 
bat  his  spiritual  health  was  in  the  questionable  state 
described.  The  young  Lady  paused  for  a  little,  in 
such  mood  as  we  may  £suicy.  She  had  already  lost 
two  ofiPers,  Bridegrooms  snatched  away  by  death,  says 
Pauli;'^  and  thought  it  might  be  ominous  to  refuse  the 
third.  So  she  decided  to  go  on;  dashed  aside  her 
father's  doubts;  sent  her  unhealthy  Bridegroom  "a 
flower-garland  as  love-token,"  who  duly  responded;  and 
Father  Wilhelm  and  she  proceeded,  as  if  notlung  were 
yrroBLg,  The  spiritual  state  of  the  Prince,  she  fouid, 
had  not  beai  exaggerated  to  her.  His  humours  and 
ways  were  strange ^  questionable;  other  than  one  could 
have  wished.  Such  as  he  was,  however,  she  wedded 
him  on  the  appointed  terms;  —  hoping  probably  for  a 
recovery,  which  never  came. 

The  case  of  Albert's  malady  is  to  this  day  dim; 
and  strange  tales  are  current  as  to  the  origin  of  it, 
which  the  curious  in  Physiology  may  consult;  they  are 
not  fit  for  reporting  here.^^  It  seems  to  have  consisted 
in  an  overclouding,  rather  than  a  total  ruin  of  the 
mind.  Incurable  depression  there  was;  gloomy  torpor 
alternating  with  fits  of  vehement  activity  or  suffering; 
great  discontinuity  at  all  times:  —  evident  unfitness 
for  business.  It  was  long  hoped  he  might  recover. 
And  Doctors  in  Divinity  and  in  Medicine  undertook 
him:  Theologians,  Exorcists,  Physicians,  Quacks;  but 
no  cure  eame  of  it,  nothing  but  mutual  condemna- 
tions, violences  and  even  execrations,  from  the  said 

•  PaoU,  It.  512.  ••  lb.  W.  47e. 
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Doctors  and  their  respective  Official  patrons,  lay  and 
clerical.  Must  have  been  such  a  scene  for  a  young 
Wife  as  has  seldom  occurred,  in  romance  or  reality! 
Children  continued  to  be  bom;  daughter  after  daughter; 
but  no  son  that  lived. 


Margraf  George  Friedrich  comes  to  Preussen^  to 

administer. 

After  five-years  space,  in  1578,*  cure  being  now 
hopeless,  and  the  very  Council  admitting  that  the  Duke 
was  incapable  of  business,  —  George  Friedrich  of  An- 
spach-Baireuth  came  into  the  country  to  take  charge  of 
him;  having  abeady,  he  and  the  other  Brandenburgers, 
negotiated  the  matter  with  the  King  of  Poland,  in 
whose  power  it  mostiy  lay. 

George  Friedrich  was  by  no  means  welcome  to  the 
Prussian  Council,  nor  to  the  Wife,  nor  to  the  Landed 
Aristocracy;  —  other  than  welcome,  for  reasons  we 
can  guess.  But  he  proved,  in  the  judgment  of  all  fair 
witnesses,  an  excellent  Governor;  and,  for  six-and- 
twenty  years,  administered  the  country  with  great  and 
lasting  advantage  to  it  His  Portraits  represent  to  us 
a  large  ponderous  figure  of  a  man,  very  fat  in  his 
latter  years;  with  an  air  of  honest  sense,  dignity,  com- 
posed solidity;  —  very  fit  for  the  task  now  on  hand. 

He  resolutely,  though  in  mild  form,  smoothed-down 
the  flaming  fires  of  his  Clergy;  commanding  now  this 
controversy  and  then  that  other  controversy  Q^de  coti'^ 

•PaaU,  iv.  476,481,482. 
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ereto  et  de  inconcreto^^^  or  whatever  they  were)  to  &31 
strictly  silent;  to  carry  themselyes  on  by  thought  and 
mediti^on  merely,  and  without  words.  He  tamed  the 
mutinous  Aristocracy,  the  mutinous  Btirgermeisters, 
Town-council  of  Kbnigsberg,  whatever  mutiny  there 
was.  He  drained  bogs,  says  old  Rentsch;  he  felled 
woods,  made  roads,  established  inns.  Prussia  was  well 
governed  till  George'si  death,  which  happened  in  the 
year  ices'.*  Anspach,  in  the  mean  while,  Anspach, 
Baireuth  and  Jagemdorf,  which  were  latterly  all  his, 
he  had  governed  by  deputy;  no  need  of  visiting  those 
quiet  countries,  except  for  purposes  of  kindly  recrea- 
tion, or  for  a  swift  general  supervision,  now  and  then. 
By  all  accounts,  an  excellent,  stedfast,  wise  and  just 
man,  this  fat  George  Friedrich;  worthy  of  the  Father 
that  produced  him  Q^Nit  Kop  ab,  Idver  Fdrst^  nit  Kop 
abr%  —  and  that  is  saying  much. 

By  his  death  without  children,  much  territory  fell 
home  to  the  Elder  House;  to  be  disposed  of  as  was 
settled  in  ^e  Oera  Bond  five  years  before.  Anspach 
and  Baireuth  went  to  two  Brothers  of  the  now  Elector, 
Kurfiirst  Joachim  Friedrich,  sons  of  Johann  George  of 
blessed  memory:  founders,  they,  of  the  "New  Line,"  of 
whom  we  know.  JMgemdorf  the  Elector  himself  got; 
and  he,  not  long  after,  settled  it  on  one  of  his  own 
sons,  a  new  Johann  George,  who  at  that  time  was 
fallen  rather  landless  and  out  of  a  career:  "Johann 
George  of  Jfigemdorf,"  so  called  thenceforth;  whose 
history  will  concern  us  by  and  by.     Preussen  was  to 

*  9ent8Ch,  pp.  666»6&8. 
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be  incorporated  with  the  Electorate,  —  were  possession 
of  it  onee  had.  Bat  that  is  a  ticklish  poiivt;  still  tick- 
lish in  spite  of  rights,  and  liable  to  penrerse  accidents 
that  may  arise. 

Joachim  Friedrich,  as  we  intimated  once,  was  not 
wanting  to  himself  on  this  occasion.  But  the  afiPair  was 
ML  of  intricacies;  a  very  wasps'-nest  of. angry  humours; 
and  required  to  he,  handled  with  delicacy,  though  with 
force  and  decision.  Joachim  Friedrich's  eldest  Son, 
Johann  Sigismund,  Electoral  Prince  of  Brandenburg, 
had  abeady,  in  1594,  married  one  of  Albert  Friedrich 
the  hypochondriac  Duke  of  Preussen's  daughters;  and 
there  was  a  promising  family  of  children;  no  lack  of 
children.  Nevertheless  prudent  Joachim  Friedrich  him- 
self, now  a  widower,  age  towards  sixty,  did  farther,  in 
the  present  emergency,  marry  another  of  these  Prin- 
cesses, a  younger  Sister  of  his  Son's  Wife,  —  seven 
months  after  George  Friedrich's  death,  —  to  make  as- 
surance doubly  sure.  A  man  not  to  be  baulked,  if  he 
can  help  it.  By  virtue  of  excellent  management,  — 
Duchess,  Prussian  Stdnde  (States),  and  Polish  Crown, 
needing  aU  to  be  contented,  —  Joachim  Friedrich, 
with  gentle  strong  pressure,  did  fdrthermore  squeeze 
his  way  into  the  actual  Guardianship  of  Preussen  and 
&e  imbecile  Duke,  which  was  his  by  right  This 
latter  feat  he  achieved  in  the  course  of  another  year 
(11th  March  1605);*  and  thereby  fairly  got  hold  of 
Preussen;  which  he  grasped,  '^knuckles-white,"  as  we 

•Bteisel,  i*8M. 
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may    say;    aad    which    his    descendants    have   never 
quitted  since. 

Good  management  was  very  necessary.  The  thing 
was  difficult;  —  and  also  was  of  more  importance  than 
we  yet  altogether  see.  Not  Prenssen  only,  but  a  still 
better  country,  the  Duchy  of  Cleve,  Cleve- Jiilich,  Duke 
Wilhelm's  Heritage  down  in  the  Bhineland,  —  Heritage 
tnming-out  now  to  be  of  right  his  eldest  Daughter's 
here,  and  likely  now  to  drop  soon,  —  is  involved  in 
the  thing.  This  first  crisis,  of  getting  into  the  Prussian 
Administratoiship  fallen  vacant,  our  vigilant  Kurftirst 
Joachim  Friedrich  has  sueces^ully  managed;  and  he 
holds  his  grip,  knuckles-white.  Before  long,  a  second 
crisis  comes;  where  also  he  will  have  to  grasp  deci- 
sively in,  —  he,  or  those  that  stand  for  him,  and  whose 
knuckles  can  still  hold.  But  that  may  ga  to  &  new 
Chapter. 
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CHAPTEE  Xm. 

NmTH  EURFURST  JOHANN  SiaiSMUND. 

In  the  summer  of  1608  (23  d  May  1608),  Johaim 
Sigismund's  (and  his  Father^s)  Mother-in-law,  the  poor 
Wife  of  the  poor  imbecile  Duke  of  Preussen,  died.* 
Upon  which  Johann  Sigismund,  Heir-Apparent  of  Bran- 
denburg and  its  expectancies,  was  instantly  despatched 
&om  Berlin,  to  gather-up  the  threads  cut  loose  by  that 
event,  and  see  that  the  matter  took  no  damage.  On  the 
road  thither  news  reached  him  that  his  own  Father,  old 
Joachim  Friedrich,  was  dead  (18th  July  1608)^  that 
he  himself  was  now  Kurftirst;**  and  that  numerous 
threads  were  loose  at  both  ends  of  his  alPairs. 

The  "young  man,"  —  not  now  so  young,  being 
fiill  thirty-five  and  of  fair  experience,  —  was  in  diffi- 
culty, under  these  overwhelming  tidings;  and  puzzled, 
for  a  little,  whether  to  advance  or  to  return.  He  de- 
cided to  advance,  and  settle  Prussian  matters,  where 
the  peril  and  the  risk  were;  Brandenburg  business  he 
could  do  by  rescripts. 

His  difficulties  in  Preussen,  and  at  the  Polish 
Court,  were  in  fact  immense.  But  after  a  space  of 
eight  or  nine  months,  he  did,  by  excellent  management, 

*  Maria  Eleonora,  Dnke  Wilhelm  of  Cleve*8  eldest  Daaghter:  1550, 
1578,  1608  (Htibner,  t.  286). 
••  1572,  1608-1619. 
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not  sparing  money  judiciously  laid-out  on  individuals, 
arriye  at  some  adjustment,  better  or  worse,  and  got 
Preussen  in  hand*,*  legal  Administrator  of  the  imbecile 
Duke,  as  his  Father  had  been.  After  which  he  had  to 
run  for  Brandenburg,  without  loss  of  time;  great  matters 
being  there  in  the  wind.  Nothing  wrong  in  Branden- 
burg, iadeed;  but  the  great  Cleve  Heritage  is  dropping, 
has  dropped;  over  in  Cleve,  an  immense  expectancy  is 
now  come  to  the  point  of  deciding  itself 

Hqv)  the  Cleve  Heritage  dropped ,   and  many  sprang  to 

pick  it  up. 

Wilhelm  of  Cleve,  the  explosive  Duke,  whom  we 
saw  at  Berlin  and  KQnigsberg  at  the  wedding  of  this 
poor  Lady  now  deceased,  had  in  the  marriage-contract, 
as  he  did  in  all  subsequent  contracts  and  deeds  of  Hke 
nature,  announced  a  Settlement  of  his  Estates,  which 
was  now  become  of  the  highest  moment  for  Johann 
Sigismund.  The  Country  at  that  time  called  Duchy  of 
Cleve,  consisted,  as  we  said  above,  not  only  of  Cleve- 
Proper,  but  of  two  other  still  better  Duchies,  Jfllich 
and  Berg;  then  of  the  Grafschaft  (County)  of  Eavens- 
berg.  County  of  Mark,  Lordship  of  —  In  fact,  it  was 
a  multifarious  agglomerate  of  many  little  countries, 
gathered  by  marriage,  heritage  and  luck,  in  the  course 
of  centuries,  and  now  united  in  the  hand  of  this  Duke 
Wilhelm.  It  amounted  perhaps  to  two  Yorkshires  in 
extent**  A  naturally  opulent  Country,  of  fertile  mead- 

*  29th  April  1609.    Stenzel,  i.  870. 
««  SeeBtUoUng:  £rd6e«cftrei6iing«  y.  6i2-7H. 
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ows,  shipping  capabilities,  metalliferous  hills;  and,  at 
t(^s  time,  in  consequence  of  the  Butch-Spanish  War, 
and  the  multitude  of  Protestant  refugees,  it  was  getting 
filled  with  ingenious  industries;  and  rising  to  be,  what 
it  e^  is,  the  busiest  quarter  of  Germany.  A  Country 
lowing  with  kine;  the  hum  of  the  flax-spindle  heard  in 
its  cottages,  in  those  old  days,  —  "much  of  the  linen 
"called  Hollands  is  made  in  Jfilich,  and  only  bleached, 
"stamped  and  sold,  by  the  Dutch,"  says  Btisching.  A 
Cotmtry,  in  our  days,  which  is  shrouded  at  short  iater- 
yals  with  the  due  canopy  of  coal-smoke,  and  loud  with 
sounds  of  the  anvil  and  the  loom. 

This  Duchy  of  Cleve,  all  this  fine  agglomerate  of 
Duchies,  Duke  Wilhelm  settled,  were  to  be  inherited 
in  a  piece,  by  his  eldest  (or  indeed,  as  it  soon  proved, 
his  only)  Son  and  the  heirs  of  that  Son,  if  there  were 
any.  Failing  heirs  of  that  only  Son,  then  the  entire 
Duchy  of  Cleve  was  to  go  to  Maria  Eleanora  as  eldest 
Daughter,  now  marrying  to  Friedrich  Albert,  Duke  of 
Prussia,  and  to  their  heirs  lawfiilly  begotten:  heirs 
female,  if  there  happened  to  be  no  male.  The  other 
Sisters,  of  whom  there  were  three,  were  none  of  them 
to  have  the  least  pretence  to  inherit  Cleve  or  any  part 
of  it  On  the  contrary,  they  were,  in  such  event,  of 
the  eldest  Daughter  or  her  heirs  comiog  to  inherit 
Cleve,  to  have  each  of  them  a  sum  of  ready-money 
paid  *  by  the  said  inheritrix  of  Cleve  or  her  heirs ;  and 


•  ** 
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CEAF.Sn.]    HIKTH  SUBFtoST  JOHAinir  aiQflEOICDKD.  15 

1609. 

on  recdTing  that,  were  to  consider  their  claims  entirdy 
fulfilled,  and  to  cease  thinking  of  Cleve  for  the  future. 

This  Settiement,  bj  express  privilege  of  Kaiser 
KarlY.y  nay  of  Elaiser  Maximilian  before  him,  and  the 
Laws  of  the  Eeich,  Duke  Wilhelm  doubted  not  he  was 
entitled  to  make:  and  thi&  Settlement  he  made;  his 
Lawyers  writing  down  the  terms,  in  their  wearisome 
way,  perhaps  six  times  over;  and  struggling  by  all 
methods  to  guard  against  the  least  misunderstanding. 
Cleve  wiih  all  its  appurtenances,  Jiilich,  Berg  and  tl^ 
rest,  goes  to  the  eldest  Sister  and  her  heirs,  male  or 
female:  If  she  have  no  heirs,  male  or  female,  then,  but 
not  till  then,  the  next  Sister  steps  into  her  shoes  in 
that  matter;  but  if  she  have,  -dien,  we  repeat  for  the 
sixth  and  last  time,  no  Sister  or  Sister's  Eepresentative 
has  the  least  word  to  say  to  it,  but  takes  her  100,000/., 
and  ceases  thinking  of  Oleve. 

The  other  three  Sisters  were  all  gradually  married; 
—  one  of  them  to  Pfahs-Neuburg,  an  eminent  Prince, 
in  the  Bavarian  region  called  the  Ober-Pfalz  (Upper 
Palatinate),  who,  or  at  least  whose  eldest  son,  is  much 
worth  mentiomng  aad  remembering  by  va  here;  -  and, 
in  all  these  marriage-contracts,  Wilhelm  and  his  Lawyers 
expressed  themselves  to  the  like  effect,  and  in  the  like 
elaborate  sixfold  manner:  so  that  Wilhelm  and  they 
thought  there  could  nowhere  in  the  world  be  any  doubt 
about  it 

Shortly  after  signing  the  last  of  these  marriage-con- 
tracts, or  perhaps  it  was  in  the  course  of  signing  them, 
Duke  Wilhelm  had  a  stroke  of  palsy.    He  had,  before 
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that,  gone  into  Papistry  again,  poor  man.  The  tmth 
is,  he  had  repeated  strokes;  and  being  an  abrupt,  ex- 
plosive Herr,  he  at  last  quite  yielded  to  palsy;  and 
sank  slowly  out  of  the  world,  in  a  cloud  of  semi-in- 
sanity, which  lasted  almost  twenty  years.*  Duke  Wil- 
helm  did  leave  a  Son,  Johann  Wilhelm,  who  succeeded 
him  as  Duke.  But  this  Son  also  proved  explosive; 
went  half  and  at  length  wholly  insane.  Jesuit  Priests, 
and  their  intrigues  to  bring  back  a  Protestant  country 
to  the  bosom  of  the  Church,  wrapped  the  poor  man,  all 
his  days,  as  in  a  burning  Nessus^-Shirt;  and  he  did 
little  but  mischief  in  the  world.  He  married,  had  no 
children;  he  accused  his  innocent  Wife,  the  Jesuits  and 
he,  of  infidelity.  Grot  her  judged,  not  properly  sen- 
tenced; and  then  strangled  her,  he  and  they,  in  her 
bed:  —  "Jacobea  of  Baden  (1597);"  a  thrice-tragic 
history.  Then  he  married  again;  Jesuits  being  ex- 
tremely anxious  for  an  Orthodox  heir:  but  again  there 
came  no  heir;  there  came  only  new  blazings  of  the 
Nessus'-Shirt  In  fine,  the  poor  man  died  (Spring  1609), 
and  made  the  world  rid  of  him.  Died,  25th  March 
1609;  that  is  the  precise  date;  —  about  a  month  before 
our  new  Elector,  Johann  Sigismund,  got  his  affairs 
winded-up  at  the  Polish  Court,  and  came  galloping 
home  in  such  haste.  There  was  pressing  need  of  him 
in  the  Cleve  regions. 

Tor  the  painful  exactitude  of  Duke  Wilhelm  and 
his  Lawyers  has  profited  little;  and  there  are  claimants 

*  Died  25th  January  1592,  age  79. 
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on  claimants  rising  for  that  valuable  Cleve  Country, 
As  indeed  Joliann  Sigismund  had  anticipated,  and  been 
warned  from  all  quarters  to  expect.  For  months  past, 
he  has  had  his  faculties  bent,  with  lynx-eyed  attention, 
on  that  scene  of  things ;  doubly  and  trebly  impatient  to 
get  Preussen  soldered-up,  ever  since  this  other  matter 
came  to  the  bursting  point.  What  could  be  done  by 
the  utmost  vigilance  of  his  Deputies ,  he  had  done.  It 
was  the  25th  of  March  when  the  mad  Duke  died:  on 
the  4th  of  April,  Johann  Sigismimd's  Deputy,  attended 
by  a  Notary  to  record  the  act,  "fixed-up  the  Branden- 
burg Arms  on  the  Government-House  of  Cleve;"*  on 
the  5th,  they  did  the  same  at  Dtisseldorf;  on  the  fol- 
lowing days,  at  Jtilich  and  the  other  Towns.  But 
already  on  the  5th,  they  had  hardly  got  done  at  Diis- 
seldorf,  when  there  appeared  —  young  Wolfgang  Wil- 
helm.  Heir- Apparent  of  that  eminent  Pfalz-Neuburg,  he 
in  person,  to  put-up  the  Pfalz-Neuburg  Arms!  Pfalz- 
Neuburg,  who  married  the  Second  Daughter,  he  is 
actually  claiming,  then;  —  the  whole,  or  part?  Both 
are  sensible  that  possession  is  nine  points  in  law. 

Pfalz-Neuburg's  claim  was  for  the  whole  Duchy. 
"All  my  serene  Mother's!"  cried  the  young  Heir  of 
Pfalz-Neuburg:  "Properly  all  mine!"  cried  he.  "Is 
not  she  nearest  of  kin?  Second  Daughter,  true;  but  the 
Daughter;  not  Daughter  of  a  Daughter,  as  you  are  (as 
your  serene  Electress  is),  0  Durchlaucht  of  Branden- 
burg:—  consider,  besides,  you  are  female,  I  am  male!" 
That  was  Pfalz-Neuburg's  logic:  none  of  the  best,   I 

*  Pauli,  vl.  666. 
CarX^le ,  Frederic  the  GreaU  Ih  2 
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think,  in  forensic  genealogy.  His  tenth  point  was  per- 
haps rather  weak;  but  he  had  possession,  and  the  nine 
points  good.  The  other  Two  Sisters,  hj  their  Sons  or 
Hasbands,  claimed  likewise;  but  not  the  whole:  ^^Diride 
it,''  said  thej:  ^^that  snrely  is  the  real  meaning  of 
Karl  V.'s  Deed  of  Privilege  to  make  such  a  Testament 
Divide  it  among  the  Four  Daughters  or  their  represen- 
tatives, and  let  us  all  have  shares!" 

Nor  were  these  four  claimants  hj  any  means  aU. 
The  Saxon  Princes  next  claimed;  two  sets  of  Saxon 
Princes.  First  the  minor  set,  Gotha- Weimar  and  the 
rest,  the  Ernestine  Line  so-called;  representatives  of 
Johann  Friedrich  the  Magnanimous,  who  lost  the  Elec- 
torate for  religion^s  sake,  at  Muhlberg  in  the  past  cen- 
tury, and  from  major  became  minor  in  Saxon  Grenealogy. 
"Magnanimous  Johann  Friedrich,"  said  they,  '^had  to 
wife  an  Aimt  of  the  now  deceased  Duke  of  Cleve^ 
Wife  Sibylla  (Sister  of  the  Flanders  Mare) ,  of  famous 
memory,  our  lineal  Ancestress.  In  favour  of  whom  her 
Father,  the  then  reigning  Duke  of  Cleve,  made  a  mar- 
riage-contract of  precisely  similar  import  to  this  your 
Prussian  one;  he,  and  barred  all  his  descendants,  if 
contracts  are  to  be  valid."  This  is  the  claim  of  the 
Ernestine  Line  of  Saxon  Princes;  not  like  to  go  for 
much,  in  their  present  disintegrated  condition. 

But  the  Albertine  Line,  the  present  Elector  of 
Saxony,  also  claims:  "Here  is  a  Deed,"  said  he,  "exe- 
cuted by  Kaiser  Friedrich  III.,  in  the  year  1483,* 
generations  before  your  Kaiser  Karl;  Deed  solemnly 

•  Fauli,  ubi  supra;  Hlibncr,  t.  286. 
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granting  to  Albert,  junior  of  Sachsen ,  and  to  his  heirs, 
the  reversion  of  those  same  Duchies,  should  the  Male 
Lme  happen  to  fail,  as  it  was  then  likely  to  do.  How 
could  Efldser  Max  revoke  his  Father's  deed,  or  Kaiser 
Karl  his  Great-Grandfather's?  Little  Albert,  the  Albert 
of  the  Frinzenrauh^  he  who  grew  big,  and  fought  lion- 
like for  his  Kaiser  in  the  Netherlands  and  Western 
Countries;  he  and  his  have  clearly  the  heir-ship  of 
Cleve  by  right;  and  we,  now  grown  Electors,  and 
Seniors  of  Saxony,  demand  it  of  a  grateful  House  of 
Hapsburg,  —  and  will  stody  to  make  ourselves  con- 
venient in  return."  ^— 

"Nay,  if  that  is  your  rule,  that  old  Laws  and  Deeds 
are  to  come  in  bar  of  new,  we,"  cry  a  multitude  of  per- 
sons, —  French  Dukes  of  Nevers,   and  all  manner  of 
remote,  exotic  figures  among  them,  —  "we  are  the  real 
heirs!  Ravensberg,  Mark,  Berg,  Eavenstein,  this  patch 
and  the  other  of  that  large  Duchy  of  yours,  were  they 
not  from  primeval  time  expressly  limited  to  heirs-male? 
Heirs-male;  and  we  now  are  the  nearest  heirs-male  of 
said  patehes  and  portions;   and  will  prove  it!"  —  In 
short,   there  never  was  such  a  Lawsuit,  —  so  fat  an 
affair  for  the  attorney  species,  if  that  had  been  the  way 
of  managing  it,  —  as  this    of  Cleve  was    likely  to 
prove. 

The  Kcdser^a  thoughts  about  it,  and  the  World's, 

What  greatly  complicated  the  affair,   too,  was  the 
interest  the  Kaiser  took  in  it     The  Kaiser  could  not 

2* 
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well  brook  a  powerful  Protestant  in  that  country;  still 
less  could  liis  cousin  the  Spaniard.  Spaniards,  worn  to 
the  ground,  coercing  thai  world-famous  Dutch  Revolt, 
and  astonished  to  find  that  they  could  not  coerce  it  at 
all,  had  resolved  at  this  time  to  take  breath  before 
trying  farther.  Spaniards  and  Dutch,  after  Fifty  years 
of  such  fighting  as  we  know,  have  made  a  Twelve-years 
Truce  (1609):  but  the  baffled  Spaniard,  panting,  pale 
in  his  futile  rage  and  sweat,  has  not  given -up  the 
matter;  he  is  only  taking  breath,  and  will  try  it  again. 
NowCleve  is  his  road  into  Holland,  in  such  adventure; 
no  success  possible  if  Cleve  be  not  in  good  hands. 
Brandenburg  is  Protestant,  powerftil;  Brandenburg  will 
not  do  for  a  neighbour  there. 

Nor  will  Pfalz-Neuburg.  A  Protestant  of  Protes- 
tants, this  Palatine  Neuburg  too,  —  junior  branch, 
possible  heir  in  time  coming,  of  Kur-Pfalz  (Elector 
Palatine)  himself,  in  theEhine  Countries;  of  Kur-Pfalz, 
who  is  acknowledged  Chief  Protestant;  official  "Presi- 
dent" of  the  "Evangelical  Union"  they  have  lately 
made  among  them,  in  these  menacing  times:  —  Pfalz- 
Neuburg  too,  this  young  Wolfgang  Wilhelm,  if  he  do 
not  break  off  kind,  might  be  very  awkward  to  the 
Kaiser  in  Cleve -Jiilich.  Nay  Saxony  itself;  for  they 
are  all  Protestants:  —  unless  perhaps  Saxony  might 
become  pliant,  and  try  to  make  itself  useM  to  a  muni- 
ficenjt  Imperial  House? 

Evidently  what  would  best  suit  the  Kaiser  and 
Spaniards,  were  this.  That  no  strong  Power  whatever 
got  footing  in  Cleve,  to  grow  stronger  by  the  possessiou 
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of  such  a  country:  —  better  than  best  it  would  suit,  if 
he,  the  Kaiser,  could  himself  get  it  smuggled  into  his 
hands,  and  there  hold  it  fast!  Which  privately  was  the 
course  resolved  upon  at  headquarters.  —  In  this  way 
the  "Succession  Controversy  of  the  Cleve  Duchies"  is 
coming  to  be  a  very  high  matter;  mixing  itself  up  with 
the  grand  Protestant-Papal  Controversy,  the  general 
armed-lawsuit  of  mankind  in  that  generation.  Kaiser, 
Spaniard,  Dutch,  English,  French  Henri  IV.  and  all 
mortals,  are  getting  concerned  in  the  decision  of  it 
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CHAPTER  XIV. 

SYMPTOMS  OP  A  GREAT  WAR  COMING. 

Meanwhile  Brandenburg  and  Neuburg  both  hold 
grip  of  Cleve  in  that  manner,  with  a  mutually  menacing 
inquiring  expression  of  countenance;  each  grasps  it  (so 
to  speak)  convulsively  with  the  one  hand,  and  has  with 
the  other  hand  his  sword  by  the  hilt,  ready  to  fly  out. 
But  to  understand  this  Brandenburg-Neuburg  pheno- 
menon and  the  then  significance  of  the  Cleve-Jiilich 
Controversy,  we  must  take  the  following  bits  of  Chro- 
nology along  with  us.  For  the  German  Empire,  with 
Protestant  complaints ,  >  and  Papist  usurpations  and  se- 
verities, was  at  this  time  all  a  continent  of  sour  thick 
smoke,  already  breaking-out  into  dull-red  flashes  here 
and  there,  —  symptoms  of  the  universal  conflagration 
of  a  Thirty- Years  War,  which  followed.  Symptom  First 
is  that  of  Donauworth,  and  dates  above  a  year  back. 

First  Symptom;  Donauworth^  1^08. 

Donauworth,  a  Protestant  Imperial  Free -town,  in 
the  Bavarian  regions,  had  been,  for  some  fault  on  the 
part  of  the  populace  against  a  flaring  Mass-procession 
which  had  no  business  to  be  there,  put  under  Ban  of 
the  Empire;  had  been  seized  accordingly  (December 
1607),  and  much  cuffed,  and  shaken  about,  by  Duke 
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Maximilian  of  Bavaria,  as  executor  of  the  said  Ban;*  — 
who,  what  was  still  worse,  would  by  no  means  give-up 
the  Town,  when  he  had  done  with  it;  Town  being 
hand^  to  him,  and  the  man  being  stout  and  violently 
Papist.  Hence  the  "Evangelical Union"  which  we  saw, 
—  which  has  not  taken  Donauworth  yet.  Nor  ever 
will!  Donauworth  never  was  retaken;  but  is  Bavarian 
at  this  hour.  A  Town  nameable  in  History  ever  since. 
Not  to  say  withal,  that  it  is  where  Marlborough  did 
"the  Lines  of  Schellenberg"  long  after:  Schellenberg 
("Jingle-Hill,"  so  to  render  it)  looks  down,  across  the 
Danube  or  Donau  River,  upon  Donauworth,  —  its 
"Lines,"  and  other  histories,  now  much  abolished,  and 
quiet  under  grass. 

But  now  all  Protestantism  sounding  everywhere,  in 
angry  moumftil  tone,  "Donauworth!  Give  up  Donau- 
worth!" —  and  an  "Evangelical  Union,"  with  moneys, 
with  theoretic  contingents  of  force,  being  on  foot  for 
that  and  the  like  objects;  —  we  can  fancy  what  a 
scramble  this  of  Cleve- Jiilich  was  like  to  be;  and  espe- 
cially what  effect  this  duelling  attitude  of  Brandenburg 
and  Neuburg  had  on  the  Protestant  mind.  Protestant 
neighbours,  Landgraf  Moritz  of  Hessen-Cassel  at  their 
head,  intervene  in  tremulous  haste,  in  the  Cleve- Jiilich 
affair:  "Peace,  O  friends!  Some  bargain;  peaceable 
joint- possession;  any  temporary  bargain,  till  we  seel 
Can  two  Protestants  fall  to  slashing  one  another,  in 
such  an  aspect  of  the  Keich  and  its  Jesuitries?" —  And 
they  did  agree  (Dortmund,   10th  May  1609),  the  first 

•  Michaelifl,  ii.  216;  Bnddni  Lexicon,  U  868. 
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of  their  innumerable  "agreements,"  to  some  temporary 
joint-possession;  —  the  thrice -thankfiil  Country  doing 
homage  to  both,  "with  oath  to  the  one  that  shall  be 
found  genuine."  And  they  did  endeavour  to  govern 
jointly,  and- to  keep  the  peace  on  those  terms,  though 
it  was  not  easy. 

For  the  Kaiser  had  already  said  (or  his  Aulic 
Council  and  Spanish  Cousin ,  poor  Kaiser  Rodolf  caring 
too  little  about  these  things,*  had  already  said),  Cleve 
must  absolutely  not  go  into  wrong  hands.  For  which 
what  safe  method  is  there,  but  that  the  Kaiser  himself 
become  proprietor?  A  Letter  is  yet  extant,  from  the 
Aulic  Council  to  their  Vice-Chancellor,  who  had  been 
sent  to  negotiate  this  matter  with  the  parties;  Letter  to 
the  effect.  That-  such  result  was  the  only  good  one; 
that  it  must  be  achieved;  "that  he  must  devise  all 
"manner  of  quirks  (alle Spitz findigkeiten  auffordem  soUte)^^'* 
and  achieve  it.**  This  curious  Letter  of  a  sublime  Aulic 
Council,  or  Imperial  Ho f -Rath ^  to  its  Vice-Kanzler^  still 
exists. 

And  accordingly  quirks  did  not  prove  undevisable 

*  Rodolf  II.  (Kepler's  too  insolvent  "Patron"),  1576-1612;  then  Mat- 
thias, Rodolfa  Brother,  1612-1619,  rather  tolerant  to  Protestants ;  —  then 
Ferdinand  II.  his  Uncle's  Son,  1619-1637,  much  the  reverse  of  tolerant,  by 
whom  mainly  came  the  Thirty-Years  War,  —  were  the  Kaisers  of  this 
Period. 

Ferdinand  III.,  Son  of  II.  (1687-1657),  who  finished  out  the  Thirty- 
Tears  War,  partly  by  fighting  of  his  own  in  young  days  (Battle  of  N5rd- 
lingen  his  grandest  feat) ,  was  Father  of 

Kaiser  Leopold  (1658-1705),  —  whose  Two  Sons  were 

Kaiser  Joseph  (1705-1711),   and  KaUer  Karl  VI.  (1711-1740),  MarU 
Theresa's  Father. 
•*  Pauli,  Ui.  606, 
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on  behalf  of  the  Kaiser.  '^  Since  70a  cannot  agree,^^  said 
the  Kaiser,  '*and  there  are  so  many  of  you  who  claim 
(we  having  privately  stirred -up  several  of  you  to  the 
feat),  there  will  be  nothing  for  it,  but  the  Kaiser  must 
put  the  Country  under  sequestration,  and  take  possession 
of  it  with  his  own  troops,  till  a  decision  be  arrived  at, 
—  which  probably  will  not  be  soon!" 

Second  Symptom;  Seizure  ofJiilich  by  the  Kaiser^  and  Siege 
and  Recapture  of  it  by  the  Protestant  Parties^  1610. 
Whereupon  ''''Catholic  League**  to  balance  ^''Evangelical 
Union** 

And  the  Kaiser  forthwith  did  as  he  had  said;  sent 
Archduke  Leopold  with  troops,  who  forcibly  took  the 
Castle  of  Jillich;  commanding  all  other  castles  and 
places  to  surrender  and  sequestrate  themselves,  in  like 
fashion;  threatening  Brandenburg  and  Neuburg,  in  a 
dreadfal  manner,  ^\h  Reichs-Acht  (Ban  of  the  Empire), 
if  they  presumed  to  show  contumacy.  Upon  which 
Brandenburg  and  Neuburg,  ranking  themselves  together, 
showed  decided  contumacy;  "tore  down  the  Kaiser's  Pro- 
clamation,"* having  good  help  at  their  back. 

And  accordingly,  "on  the  4th  of  September  1610," 
after  a  two-months  siege,  they,  or  the  Dutch,  French, 
and  EvangeUcal-Union  Troops  bombardmg  along  with 
them,  and  "many  English  volunteers"  to  help,  retook 
Jiilich,  and  packed  Leopold  away  again.**  The  Dutch 

*  Paoli,  iii«  &24.    Emperor*a  Proclamation,  in  Dfisseldorf,  28d  Jqly 
1609,  —  taken  down  solemolyi  Ist  August  16.09, 
•*  PaaU,  lii.  527. 
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and  the  French  were  especially  anxious  about  this 
Cleve  business,  —  poor  Henri  IV.  was  just  putting 
those  French  troops  in  motion  towards  Jiilich,  when 
Bavaillac,  the  distracted  Devil's- Jesuit,  did  his  stroke 
upon  him;  so  that  another  than  Henri  had  to  lead  in 
that  expedition.  The  actual  Captain  at  the  Siege  was 
Prince  Christian  of  Anhalt,  by  repute  the  first  soldiw 
of  Germany  at  that  period:  he  had  a  horse  shot  under 
him,  the  business  being  very  hot  and  furious;  —  he 
had  still  worse  fortune  .in  the  course  of  years.  There 
were  "many  English  volunteers"  at  this  Siege;  English 
Nation  hugely  interested  in  it,  though  their  King  would 
not  act  except  diplomatically.  It  was  the  talk  of  all 
the  then  world,  —  the  evening  song  and  the  morning 
prayer  of  Protestants  especially,  —  till  it*  was  got 
ended  in  this  manner.  It  deserves  to  rank  as  Symptom 
Second  in  this  business;  far  bigger  flare  of  dull-red  in 
the  universal  smoke-continent,  than  that  of  Donauworth 
had  been.  Are  there  no  memorials  left  of  those  "English 
volunteers,"  then?*  Alas,  they  might  get  edited  as 
Bromley's  Royal  Letters  are;  —  and  had  better  lie 
quiet! 

"Evangelical-Union,"  formed  some  two  years  before, 
with  what  cause  we  saw,  has  Kur-Pfalz**  at  the  head 
of  it;  but  its  troops  or  operations  were  never  of  a  very 
forcible  character.    Kur-Brandenburg  now  joined  it  for- 


«  In  Carlyle*8  lfi«ce//«nie«  (iv.  §  "Two-Hundred  and  Fifty  Years  ago: 
a  Fragment  abont  Duels  ^)    is  one  small  scene  belonging  to  them. 

**  Winter-King*8  Father;  died  9th  September  1610,  few  days  after  tbia 
recapture  of  Jiilloh. 
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mally,  as  did  many  more;  Kur-Sachsen,  anxious  to 
make  himself  conyenient  in  other  quarters,  never  would. 
And  to  these  phenomena,  the  now  decisive  appearance 
of  a  "Catholic  Liga*^  (League  of  Catholic  Princes), 
which,  by  way  of  counterpoise  to  the  "Union,"  had 
been  got-up  by  Duke  Maximilian  of  Bavaria  several 
months  ago;  and  which  now,  under  the  same  guidance, 
in  ihose  bad  circumstances,  took  a  great  expansion  of 
figure.  Duke  Maximilian,  ^^ Donauworth  Max,"  finding 
the  Evangelical  Union  go  so  very  high,  and  his  own 
Kaiser  like  to  be  good  for  little  in  such  business  (poor 
hypochondriac  Kaiser  Eodolf  IE.,  more  taken-up  with 
taming-looms  and  blow-pipes  than  with  matters  politi- 
cal, who  accordingly  is  swept-out  of  Jiilich  in  such 
sammary  way),  —  Donauworth  Max  has  seen  this  a 
necessary  institution  in  the  present  aspect.  But  "Union" 
and  "Lei^e"  rapidly  waxed  under  the  sound  of  the 
Jiilich  cannon,  as  was  natural. 

Kur-Sachsen,  for  standing  so  well  aloof  from  the 
Union,  got  from,  the  thankfal  Kaiser  written  Titles  for 
these  Duchies  of  Cleve  and  Jiilich;  Imperial  parch- 
ments and  infeftments  of  due  extent;  but  never  any 
Territory  in  those  parts.  He  never  oflPered  fight  for  his 
pretensions;  and  Brandenburg  and  Neuburg,  Neuburg 
especially,  always  answered  him,  "No I"  with  sword 
half-drawn.  So  Kur-Sachsen  faded-out  again,  and  took 
only  parchments  by  the  adventure.  Practically  there 
was  no  private  Competitor  of  moment  to  Brandenburg, 
except  this  Wolfgang  Wilhelm  of  Pfalz-Neuburg ;  he 
alone  having  clutched  hold.  —  But  we  hasten  to  Symptom 
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Thirds  which  particularly  concerns  us,  and  will  be  ii 
telligible  now  at  last. 

Symptom  Third;   a  Dinner-Scene  at  Diisseldorf^  1613 
Spaniards  and  Dutch  shoulder  arms  in  Cleve. 

Brandenburg  and  Neuburg  stood  together  again: 
third  parties ;  but  their  joint  government  was  apt  to  fa 
in  two,  when  left  to  itself,  and  the  pressure  of  dang( 
withdrawn.  "They  governed  by  the  Raths  and  Stana 
of  the  Cauntry;"  old  methods  and  old  official  mer 
each  of  the  two  had  his  own  Vice-Regent  {Statthaltei 
present  on  the  ground,  who  jointly  presided  as  the; 
could.  Jarrings  were  unavoidable;  but  how  mend  it 
Settle  the  litigated  Territory  itself,  and  end  their  bi, 
lawsuit,  they  could  not;  often  as  they  tried  it,  with  th 
whole  world  encouraging  and  urging  them.*  The  meel 
ings  they  had,  and  the  treaties  and  temporary  bargain 
they  made,  and  kept,  and  could  not  keep,  in  thes 
and  in  the  following  years  and  generations,  pass  ou 
power  of  recording. 

In  1613  the  Brandenburg  Statthalter  was  Ernst,  th 


*  Old  Sir  Henry  Wotton,  Provost  of  Eton  in  his  old  days,  remembei 
how  he  went  ambassador  on  this  errand,  —  as  on  many  others  eqaall 
bootless;  —  and  writes  himself  **Legatas,"  not  only  "thrice  to  Venice 
twice  to  **  &c.  &c. ,  but  also  **  once  to  Holland  in  the  Juliers  matter  {setm 
in  Juliacensi  negotio):^'  aee  Reliquim  Wottonianae  (London,  1672),  Preface 
It  was  **in  1614,"  say  the  Biographies  vaguely.  His  Despatches,  ar 
they  in  the  Paper-Office  still?  His  good  old  Boole  deserves  new  editing 
his  good  old  genially  pious  life  a  proper  elucidation «  by  some  faithfo 
man* 
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Elector's  younger  Brother;  Wolfgang  Wilhelm  in  per- 
son, for  his  Father,  or  rather  for  himself  as  heir  of  his 
Mother,  represented  Pfalz-Neuburg.  Ernst  of  Branden- 
burg had  adopted  Calvinism  as  his  creed;  a  thing  hate- 
ful and  horrible  to  the  Lutheran  mind  (of  which  sort 
was  Wolfgang  Wilhelm),  to  a  degree  now  altogether 
inconceivable.  Discord  arose,  in  consequence,  between 
the  Statthalters,  as  to  of&cial  appointments,  sacred  and 
secular:  "You  are  for  promoting  Calvinists!"  —  "And 
you,  I  see,  are  for  promoting  Lutherans!"  —  Johann 
Sigismund  himself  had  to  intervene:  Wolfgang  Wilhelm 
and  he  had  their  meetings,  Mendly  colloquies ;  the  final 
colloquj  of  which  is  still  memorable;  and  issues  in 
Symptom  Third. 

We  said,  a  strong  flame  of  choler  burnt  in  all  these 
Hohenzollems,  though  they  held  it  well  down.  Johann 
Sigismund,  an  excellent  man  of  business,  knew  how 
essential  a  mild  tone  is:  nevertheless  he  found,  as  this 
colloquy  went  on,  that  human  patience  might  at  length 
get  too  much.  The  scene,  after  some  examination,  is 
conceivable  in  this  wise:  Place  Diisseldorf,  Elector's 
apartment  in  the  Schloss  there;  time  late  in  the  Year 
1613,  Day  not  discoverable  by  me.  The  two  sat  at 
dinner,  after  much  colloquy  all  morning:  Johann  Sigis- 
mund, a  middle-aged,  big-headed,  stem-faced,  honest- 
looking  man;  hair  cropped,  I  observe;  and  eyelids 
slightly  contracted,  as  if  for  sharper  vision  into  matters : 
Wolfgang  Wilhelm,  of  features  fallen  dim  to  me;  an 
jdry  gentleman,  well  out  of  his  teens,  but,  I  doubt, 
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not  of  wisdom  sufficient;  evidently  very  high  and  staff 
in  his  ways. 

Bis  proposal,  by  way  of  final  settlement,  and  end 
to  all  these  brabbles,  was  this,  and  he  insisted  on  it: 
"Give  me  your  eldest  Princess  to  wife;  let  her  dowry 
be  your  whole  claim  on  Cleve-Jiilich;  I  will  marry  her 
on  that  condition,  •  and  we  shall  be  friends!^'  He 
evidently  is  a  gentleman  that  does  not  want  for  con- 
ceit in  hunself:  —  consider  too,  in  Johann  Sigis- 
mund^s  opinion,  he  had  no  right  to  a  square  inch  of 
these  Territories,  though  for  peace's  sake  a  joint  share 
had  been  allowed  him  for  the  time!  "On  that  con- 
dition, jackanapes?"  thought  Johann  Sigismund:  "My 
girl  is  not  a  monster;  nor  at  a  loss  for  husbands  fully 
better  than  you,  I  should  hope!"  This  he  thought, 
and  could  not  help  thinking;  but  endeavoured  to  say 
nothing  of  it  The  young  jackanapes  went  on,  in- 
sisting. Nature  at  last  prevailed;  Johann  Sigismund 
lifted  his  hand  (princely  etiquettes  melting  all  into 
smoke  on  the  sudden),  and  gave  the  young  jack- 
anapes a  slap  over  the  face.  Veritable  slap;  which 
opened  in  a  dreadful  manner  the  eyes  of  young  Pfalz- 
Neuburg  to  his  real  situation;  and  sent  him  off  high* 
flaming,  vowing  never -imagined  vengeance.  A  re- 
markable slap;  well  testified  to,  —  though  the  old 
Histories,  struck  blank  with  terror,  reverence  and  as- 
tonishment, can  for  most  part  only  symbol  it  in  dumb- 
show;*  —  a  slap  that  had  important  consequences  in 
this  world. 

*  Pnfendorf  {Rer*  Brandenb»i  lib.  iv.  §  16,  p.  213),  and  many  others 
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For  now  Wol%aiig  Wilhelm,  flaming-off  in  never- 
imagined  vengeance,  posted  straight  to  Munchen,  to 
Max  of  Bavaria  there;  declared  himself  convinced,  or 
nearly  so,  of  the  Boman-Catholic  Religion;  wooed,  and 
in  a  few  weeks  (10th  November  1613),  wedded  Max^s 
younger  Sister;  and  soon  after,  at  Dfisseldorf,  pom- 
pously professed  such  his  blessed  change  of  Belief,  — 
with  immense  flourish  of  trumpeting,  and  jubilant  pam- 
phleteering, from  Holy  Church.*  His  poor  old  Father, 
the  devoutest  of  Protestants,  wailed  aloud  his  "Ichabod! 
the  glory  is  departed!"  —  holding  "weekly  fast  and 
humiliation*'  ever  after,  —  and  died  in  few  months  of 
8  broken  heart  The  Catholic  League  has  now  a  new 
liember  on  those  terms. 

And  on  the  other  hand,  Johann  Sigismund,  nearly 
with  the  like  haste  (25th  December  1613),  declared 
himself  convinced  of  Calvinism,  his  younger  Brother^s 
creed;**  —  which  continues  ever  since  the  Branden- 

aro  in  this  case.  Tobias  Pfanner  (Histpria  Pads  WeslphcUiew,  lib.  i.  §  9, 
p.  26)  is  explicit:  "Neque,  ut  infida  regnandi  societas  est,  Brandenburgio  et 
**Neoburgio  diu  conveniebat;  eorumque  Jurgia,  citm  matrimonii  fosdere 
*' pacari  posse  propinqtti  ipsorum  credidissent,  acrius  exarsere;  inter  epvlas, 
" quibtts  futurum  generum  Seplemvir  (the  "Sevensmaa,"  or  Elector,  *'One 
"of  the  Seven**)  excipiebat,  hujus  enim  fUia  Wolfgango  sperabalurt  ob 
"nescio  qttos  sermones  ed  inter  utrumque  altercatione  provectd ,  ut  Elector 
**irm  impotentior,  nnlla  dignitatis »  hospitii ,  cognationis,  affinitalisve  vere- 
"cnndid  cohibitus,  intenderit  Neoburgio  manus,  et  contrd  tendentis  os 
** verberaverit.  Ha,  quas  apud  Concordes  vincula  caritatis,  incitamenla 
"irarum  apud  infensos  erant.**  (Cited  in  K8h1er,  Mimzbelustigungen ,  zxi. 
841 ;  who  refers  also  to  Levassor,  Histoire  de  Louis  XiU)  —  Paoli  (iii.  642) 
becomes  quite  vaporous. 
•  K5hler,  ubi  suprd. 
*•  PanU,  iii.  546. 
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burg  Court-creed,  that  of  the  People  being  mostly 
Lutheran.  Men  said,  it  was  to  please  the  Dutch,  to 
please  the  Jiilichers,  most  of  whom  are  Calvinist 
Apologetic  Pauli  is  elaborate,  but  inconclusive.  It 
was  very  ill  taken  at  Berlin,  where  even  popular  riot 
arose  on  the  matter.  In  Prussia  too  it  had  its  drawbacks.* 
And  now  all  being  full  of  mutation,  rearrangement 
and  infinite  rumour,  there  marched  next  year  (1614), 
on  slight  pretext,  resting  on  great  suspicions,  Spanish 
troops  into  the  Julich-Cleve  country,  and,  countenanced 
by  Neuburg,  began  seizing  garrisons  there.  Where- 
upon Dutch  troops  likewise  marched,  countenanced  by 
Brandenburg,  and  occupied  other  fortresses  and  garri- 
sons: and  so,  in  every  strong-place,  there  were  either 
Papist-Spaniards  or  Calvinist-Dutch;  who  stood  there, 
fronting  one  another,  and  could  not  by  treatying  be 
got  out  again;  —  like  clouds  positively  electric  versus 
clouds  negatively.  As  indeed  was  getting  to  be  the 
case  of  Germany  in  general;  case  fatally  visible  in 
every  Province,  Principality  and  Parish  there:  till  a 
thunderstorm,  and  succession  of  thunderstorms,  of  Thirty- 
Years  continuance,  broke  out.  Of  which  these  huge 
rumours  and  mutations,  and  menacings  of  war,  spring- 
ing out  of  that  final  colloquy  and  slap  in  the  face,  are 
to  be  taken  as.  the  Third  premonitory  Symptom.  Spa- 
niards and  Dutch  stand  electrically  fronting  one  an- 
other in  Cleve  for  seven  years,  till  their  Truce  is  out, 
before  they  clash  together;  Germany  does  not  wait  so 
long  by  a  couple  of  years. 

«  Panii,  iU.  544;  Michaelis,  i.  349. 
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Symptom  Ihurihy  and  Catastrophe  upon  the  heels  of  it. 

Five  years  more  (1618),  and  there  will  have  come 
a  Fourth  Symptom,  biggest  of  all,  rapidly  consumma- 
ting the  process;  —  Symptom  still  famed,  of  the  fol- 
lowing external  iigore:  Three  Official  Gentlemen  de- 
scending &om  a  window  in  the  Castle  of  Prag;  hurled 
oat  by  impatient  Bohemian  Protestantism,  a  depth  of 
seventy  feet,  —  happily  only  into  dung,  and  without 
loss  of  life.  From  which  follows  a  "King  of  Bohemia" 
elected  there.  King  not  unknown  to  us;  —  "thunder- 
clouds" all  in  one  huge  clash,  and  the  "continent  of 
sour  smoke"  blazing  idl  into  a  continent  of  thunderous 
fire:  Thirty-Years  War,  as  they  now  call  it!  Such 
a  conflagration  as  poor  Germany  never  saw  before  or 
since. 

These  were  the  Four  preliminary  Symptoms  of  that 
dismal  business.  "As  to  the  primary  causes  of  it,"  says 
one  of  my  Authorities,  "these  lie  deep,  deep  almost  as 
"those  of  Original  Sin.  But  the  proximate  causes  seem 
"to  me  to  have  been  these  two:  Firsts  That  the  Jesuit- 
"Priests  and  Principalities  had  vowed  and  resolved  to 
"have,  by  God^s  help  and  by  the  Devil^s  (this  was  the 
"peculiarity  of  it),  Europe  made  Orthodox  again:  and 
"then  Secondly^  The  fact  that  a  Max  of  Bavaria  existed 
"at  that  time,  whose  flery  character,  cunning  but  rash 
"head,  and  fanatically  Papist  heart  disposed  him  to  at- 
" tempt  that  enterprise,  him  with  such  resources  and 
"capacities,  under  their  bad  guidance." 

Carlyle,  Frederic  ths  Great.  J  J.  B 
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Johaim  Sigismund  did  many  swift  decisive  strokes 
of  business  in  his  time,  businesses  of  extensive  and  im- 
portant nature;  but  this  of  the  slap  to  Neuburg  has 
stuck  best  in  the  idle  memory  of  mankind.  Dfisseldorf, 
Year  1613:  it  was  precisely  in  the  time  when  that 
same  Friedrich,  not  yet  by  any  means  "King  of  Bohe- 
mia/^ but  abeady  Kur-Pfalz  (Cousin  of  this  Neuburg, 
and  head  man  of  the  Protestants),  was  over  here  in 
England,  on  a  fine  errand;  —  namely,  had  married  the 
fair  Elizabeth  (14th  February  1613),  James  the  First's 
Princess;  "Goody  Palsgrave,"  as  her  Mother  floutingly 
called  her,  not  liking  the  connexion.  What  kind  of  a 
"King  of  Bohemia"  this  Friedrich  made,  five  or  six 
years  after,  and  what  sea  of  troubles  he  and  his  entered 
into,  we  know:  ^^Winter-Konig^^  (Winter-King,  fallen 
in  times  of  frosty  or  built  of  mere  firost,  a  snoi^;-king 
altogether  soluble  again)  is  the  name  he  gets  in  Ger^ 
man  Histories.  But  here  is  another  hook  to  hang  Chro- 
nology upon. 

This  brief  Bohemian  Kingship  had  not  yet  exploded 
on  the  Weissenberg  of  Prag,*  when  old  Sir  Henry 
Wotton,  being  sent  as  Ambassador  "to  lie  abroad"  (as 
he  wittily  called  it,  to  his  cost)  in  that  Business,  saw, 
in  the  City  of  Lintz,  in  the  picturesque  green  country 
by  the  shores  of  the  Donau  there,  an  ingenious  person, 
who  is  now  recognisable  as  one  of  the  remarkablest  of 
mankind,  —  Mr.  John  Kepler,  namely:  Keplor  as 
Wotton  writes  him;  addressing  the  great  Lord  Bacon 

«  BatUe  there,  Sunday  8th  November  1620. 
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(unliappily^  wiihont  strict  date  of  any  kind)  on  that 
among  oilier  subjects.  Mr.  Jolin*s  now  ever-memorable 
watching  of  those  Motions  of  the  Star  Mars^*  with  cal- 
culations repeated  seveniy  times  ,'^  and  also  with  Dis- 
covery of  the  Planetary  Laws  of  this  Universe,  some 
ten  years  ago,  appears  to  be  unknown  to  Wotton  and 
Bacon;  but  there  is  something  else  of  Mr.  John's  de- 
vising**  which  deserves  attention  from  an  Instaurator  of 
Philosophy: 

**  He  hath  a  little  black  Tent  (of  what  stuff  is  not  much  im- 
"  porting),"  says  the  Ambassador,  ''which  he  can  suddenly  set- 
-up where  he  will,  in  a  Field;  and  it  is  convertible  (like  a 
<< windmill)  to  all  quarters  at  pleasure;  capable  of  not  much 
"more  than  one  man ,  as  I  conceive ,  and  perhaps  at  no  great 
''ease;  exactly  close  and  dark,  —  save  at  one  hole,  about  an 
"inch  and  a  half  in  the  diameter,  to  which  he  applies  a  long 
"perspective  Trunk,  with  the  convex  glass  fitted  to  the  said 
"hole,  and  the  concave  taken  out  at  the  other  end,  which  ex- 
"tendeth  to  about  the  middle  of  this  erected  Tent:  through 
"which  the  visible  radiations  of  all  the  Objects  without  are 
"intromitted,  falling  upon  a  Paper,  which  is  accommodated  to 
"receive  them;  and  so  he  traceth  them  with  lus  pen  in  their 
"natural  appearance;  turning  his  little  Tent  round  by  de- 
"  grees,  till  he  hath  designed  the  whole  Aspect  of  theField."  *♦* 
—  In  fact  he  hath  a  Camera  Obscura,  and  is  exhibiting  the 
same  for  the  delectation  of  Imperial  gentlemen  lounging  that 
way.    Mr.  John  invents  such  toys,  writes  almanacks,  practises 

•  De  Motibm  StelUm  Martis;  Prag,  1609. 

**  It  seemf,  Baptista  Porta  (of  Naples,  dead  aome  yean  before)  mait 
bare  given  bim  the  eaaential  hint,  —  of  whom,  or  whose  hint,  Mr.  John 
does  not  happen  to  Inform  his  Ezcel^cy  at  present. 
*«•  Reliqitiat  WottoniancB  (London,  1672),  p.  800. 
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medicine,  for  good  reasons ;  his  enconragement  from  the  H0I7 
Boman  Empire  and  mankind  being  only  a  pension  of  18/.  a- 
year ,  and  that  hardly  ever  paid.  An  ingenious  person ,  truly, 
if  there  ever  was  one  among  Adam*s  Posterity.  Just  turned 
of  fifty ,  and  ill-off  for  cash.  This  glimpse  of  him ,  in  his  little 
black  tent  with  perspective  glasses,  while  the  Thirty- Years 
War  blazes  out,  is  welcome  as  a  date. 

WTiat  became  of  the  Cleve-Julich  Heritage  ^  and  of  the 

Preussen  one. 

In  the  Cleve-Duchies,  joint  government  had  now 
become  more  difficult  than  ever:  but  it  had  to  be  per- 
sisted in,  —  under  mutual  offences,  suspicions  and  out- 
breaks hardly  repressed;  —  no  final  Bargain  of  Settle^ 
ment  proving  by  any  method  possible.  Treaties  enough, 
and  conferences  and  pleadings,  manifestoings:  —  Could 
not  some  painful  German  collector  of  Statistics  try  to 
give  us  the  approximate  quantity  of  impracticable  trea- 
ties, futile  conferences;  manifestoes,  correspondences; 
in  brief,  some  authentical  cipher  (say,  in  round  mil- 
lions) of  idle  Words  spoken  by  official  human  creatures, 
and  approximately  (in  square  miles)  the  extent  of  Law- 
Stationery  and  other  Paper  written,  first  and  last, 
about  this  Controversy  of  the  Cleve-Duchies?  In  that 
form  it  might  have  a  momentary  interest. 

When  the  Winter -King's  explosion  took  place,* 
and  his  own  unfortunate  Pfalz  (Palatinate)  became  the 
theatre  of  war  (Tilly,  Spinola,  versus  Pfalzers,  English, 

*  Crowned  at  Prag,  4th  l^oyemb^  n.  a.  1619;  beaten  to  rain  there,  and 
obliged  to  gallop  (almoat  before  dinner  done),  Sunday,  8th  Norember  1620. 
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Dutch),  involying  all  the  neighbouring  regions,  Cleve- 
Jiilich  did  not  escape  its  fate.  Th^  Spaniards  and  the 
Dutch,  who  had  long  sat  in  gloomy  armed<truce,  occu- 
pying with  obstinate  precaution  the  main  Fortresses  of 
these  Jiilich-Cleve  countries,  did  now  straightway, 
their  Twelve-Years  truce  being  out  (1621),*  fall  to 
fighting  and  besieging  one  another  there;  the  huge 
War,  which  proved  of  Thirty  Years,  being  now  all  a- 
blaze.  What  the  country  suffered  in  the  interim  may 
be  imagined. 

In  1624,  in  pity  to  all  parties,  some  attempt  at 
practical  Division  of  the  Territory  was  again  made; 
Neuburg  to  have  Berg  and  Jiilich,  Brandenburg  to 
have  Cleve,  Mark,  Eavensberg  and  the  minor  appurten- 
ances: and  Treaty  to  that  effect  was  got  signed  (11th 
May  1624).  But  it  was  not  well  kept,  nor  could  be; 
and  the  statistic  cipher  of  ney  treaties,  manifestoes, 
conferences^  and  approximate  written  area  of  Law- 
Paper,  goes  on  increasing. 

It  was  not  till  forty-two  years  after,  in  1666,  as 
will  be  more  minutely  noticeable  by  and  by,  that  an 
effective  partition  could  be  practically  brought  about 
Nor  in  this  state  was  the  Lawsuit  by  any  means  ended, 
—  as  we  shall  wearisomely  see,  in  times  long  follow- 
ing that  In  fact  there  never  was,  in  the  German 
Chanceries  or  out  of  them,  such  a  Lawsuit,  Armed  or 
Wigged,  as  this  of  the  Cleve-Duchies  first  and  last 
And  the  sentence  was  not  practically  given,  till  the 
Congress  of  Vienna  (1815)  in  our  own  day  gave  it; 

«  Paali.Ti.  678-680. 


38  THE  HOHENZOLLEBKS  IN  BBANDEKBUBa.    [boOXIXL 

16S0. 

and  the  thing  Johann  Sigismtind  had  claimed  legally 
in  1609  was  actually  handed-over  to  Johann  Sigis- 
mund^s  Descendant  in  the  seventh  generation,  after 
two-hnndred  and  six  years.  Handed-over  to  him  then, 
—  and  a  liberal  rate  of  interest  allowed.  These  liti- 
gated Duchies  are  now  the  Prussian  Province  Jiilich- 
Berg-Cleve,  and  the  nucleus  of  Prussians  possessions  in 
the  Bhine  country. 

A  year  before  Johann  Sigismund's  death,  Albert 
Eriedrich,  the  poor  eclipsed  Duke  of  Prussia,  died 
(8th  August  1618):  upon  which  our  swift  Kurfurst,  not 
without  need  of  his  dexterities  there  too,  got  peaceable 
possession  of  Prussia;  —  nor  has  his  Family  lost  hold 
of  that,  up  to  the  present  time.  Next  year  (23d  De- 
cember 1619),  he  himself  closed  a  swift  busy  life 
(labour  enough  in  it  for  him  perhaps,  though  only  aa 
age  of  forty-nine) ;  and  sank  to  his  long  rest,  his  works 
following  him,  —  unalterable  thenceforth,  not  unfiruitftil 
some  of  them. 
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CHAPTER  XV. 

TENTH  EURFURST  GEORGE  WILHELM. 

By  far  the  unluckiest  of  these  Electors,  whether  the 
most  unworthy  of  them  or  not,  was  George  Wilhelm, 
Tenth  Elector,  who  now  succeeded  Johann  Sigismund 
his  Father.  The  Father's  eyes  had  closed  when  this 
great  flame  was  breaking  out;  and  the  Son's  days  were 
all  spent  amid  the  hot  ashes  and  fierce  blazings  of  it 

The  position  of  Brandenburg  during  this  sad  Thirty- 
Tears  War  was  passive  rather  than  active;  distinguished 
only  in  the  former  way,  and  as  far  as  possible  from 
being  glorious  or  victorious.  Never  since  the  Hohen- 
zollems  came  to  that  Country,  had  Brandenburg  such 
a  time.  Difficult  to  have  mended  it;  impossible  to  have 
^uite  avoided  it;  —  and  Kurforst  George  Wilhelm  was 
not  a  man  so  superior  to  all  his  neighbours,  that  he 
could  clearly  see  his  way  in  such  an  element  The 
perfect  or  ideal  course  was  clear:  To  have  frankly 
drawn  sword  for  his  Eeligion  and  his  Eights,  so  soon 
as  the  battle  fairly  opened;  and  to  have  fought  for 
these  same,  till  he  either  got  them  or  died.  Alas,  that 
is  easily  said  and  written;  but  it  is,  for  a  George  Wil- 
helm especially,  difficult  to  do!  His  capability  in  all 
kinds  was  limited;  his  connexions,  with  this  side  and 
that,  were  very  intricate.  Gustavus  and  the  Winter- 
King  were  his  Brothers-in-^law;    Gustavus  wedded  to 
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his  Sister,  he  to  Winter-King's.  His  relations  to  Po- 
land, feudal  superior  of  Preussen,  were  delicate;  and 
Gustavus  was  in  deadly  quarrel  with  Poland.  And 
then  Gustavus's  sudden  laying-hold  of  Pommem,  which 
had  just  espaced  from  Wallenstein  and  the  Kaiser?  It 
must  be  granted,  poor  George  Wilhelm's  case  demanded 
circumspectness. 

One  can  forgive  him  for  declining  the  Bohemian- 
King  speculation,  though  his  Uncle  of  Jagemdorf,  and 
his  Cousins  of  Liegnitz  were  so  hearty  and  forward  in 
it.  Pardonable  in  him  to  decline  the  Bohemian  specu* 
lation;  —  though  surely  it  is  very  sad  that  he  found 
himself  so  short  of  "butter  and  wood"  when  the  poor 
ex-King,  and  his  young  Wife,  then  in  a  specially- 
interesting  state,  came  to  take  shelter  with  him  I*  But 
when  Gustavus  landed,  and  flung-out  upon  the  winds 
such  a  banner  as  that  of  his,  —  truly  it  was  required 
of  a  Protestant  Governor  of  men  to  be  able  to  read 
said  banner  in  a  certain  degree.  A  Governor,  not  too 
mperfect,  would  have  recognised  this  Gustavus,  what 
his  purposes  and  likelihoods  were;  the  feeling  would 
have  been,  checked  by  due  circumspectness:  "Up,  my 
men,  let  us  follow  this  man;  let  us  live  and  die  in  the 
Cause  this  man  goes  for!  Live  otherwise  with  honour, 
or  die  otherwise  with  honour,  we  cannot,  in  the  pass 
things  have  come  to  I"  —  And  thus,  at  the  very  worst, 

•  SSlltl  (Geschichte  des  Dreisaigjdhrigen  Krieges,  —  a  trivial  modern 
Book)  givea  a  notable  Memorial  Arom  the  Brandenburg  fiathB,  oonceming 
these  their  difficalties  of  hoasekeeping.  Their  real  object,  we  peroeire, 
was  to  get  rid  of  a  Gaest  so  dangerous  as  the  Ex-King ,  nnder  Ban  of  the 
Empire,  had  now  become. 
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Brandenburg  would  have  bad  only  one  class  of  enemies 
to  ravage  it;  and  migbt  bave  escaped  with,  aritb- 
metically  speaking,  half  tbe  banying  it  got  in  tbat 
long  Business. 

But  Protestant  Germany,  —  sad  sbame  to  it,  wbicb 
proved  lasting  sorrow  as  well,  —  was  all  alike  torpid; 
Brandenburg  not  an  exceptional  case.  No  Prince  stood 
up  as  beseemed:  or  only  one,  and  be  not  a  great  one; 
Landgraf  Wilbelm  of  Hessen,  wbo,  and  bis  brave 
Widow  after  bim,  seemed  always  to  know  wbat  bour 
it  was.  Wilbelm  of  Hessen  all  along;  —  and  a  few 
wild  bands,  Gbristian  of  Brunswick,  Cbristian  of  Anbalt, 
Jobann  George  of  JSgemdorf ,  wbo  stormed-out  tumul- 
tuously  at  first,  but  were  soon  blown  away  by  tbe 
Tilly-Wallenstein  trade-winds  and  regulated  armaments ; 
— ■  tbe  rest  sat  still,  and  tried  all  ik^y  could  to  keep 
out  of  barm^s  way.  Tbe  "Evangelical  Union"  did  a 
great  deal  of  manifestoing,  patbetic,  indignant  and 
other;  held  solemn  Meetings  at  Heilbronn,  old  Sir 
Henry  Wotton  going  as  Ambassador  to  them;  but  never 
got  any  redress.  Had  the  Evangelical  Union  sbut-up 
its  inkboms  sooner;  girt-on  its  fighting-tools  when  tbe 
time  came,  and  done  some  little  execution  with  them 
then,  instead  of  none  at  all,  —  we  may  fancy  tbe 
Evangelical  Union  would  bave  better  discharged  its 
function.  It  migbt  have  saved  immense  wretchedness 
to  Germany.    But  its  course  went  not  that  way. 

In  fact,  bad  there  been  no  better  Protestantism  than 
that  of  Germany,  all  was  over  with  Protestantism;  and 
Max  of  Bavaria,  with  fanatical  Ferdinand  H.  as 'Kaiser 
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over  him,  and  Father  L^temnerlein  at  his  right  hand 
and  Father  Hyacinth  at  his  left,  had  got  their  own 
sweet  way  in  this  world.  But  Protestant  Germany  was 
not  Protestant  Europe,  after  all.  Over  seas,  there  dwelt 
and  reigned  a  certain  King  in  Sweden;  there  farmed, 
and  walked  musing  by  the  shores  of  the  Ouse  in  Hunt- 
ingdonshire, a  certain  man:  —  there  was  a  Gustav 
Adolf  over  seas,  an  Oliver  Cromwell  over  seas*,  and 
"a  company  of  poor  men"  were  found  capable  of 
taking  Lucifer  by  the  beard,  —  who  accordingly,  with 
his  LUmmerleins,  Hyacinths,  Habemfeldts  and  others, 
was  forced  to  withdraw,  after  a  tough  struggle!  — 
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CHAPTEE  XVI 

THIRTY-YEARS  WAR. 

The  enonnons  Thirty-Years  War,  most  intricate  of 
modem  Occurrences  in  the  domain  of  Dryasdust,  divides 
itself,  after  some  unravelling,  into  Three  principal  Acts 
or  Epochs,  in  all  of  which,  one  after  the  other,  our 
Kurftirst  had  an  interest  mounting  progressively,  but 
continuing  to  be  a  passive  interest 

Act  First  goes  from  1620  to  1624;  and  might  bo 
entitled  "The  Bohemian  King  Made  and  Demolished/' 
Personally  the  Bohemian  Eang  was  soon  demolished. 
His  Kingship  may  be  said  to  have  gone-off  by  explo- 
sion; by  one  Fight,  namely,  done  on  the  Weissenberg 
near  ftag  (Sunday,  8th  November  1620),  while  he 
sat  at  dinner  in  the  City,  the  boom  of  the  cannon 
coming-in  with  interest  upon  high  guests  and  him.  He 
had  to  run,  in  hot  haste,  that  night,  leaving  many  of 
his  important  papers,  —  and  becomes  a  Winter-King. 
Winter-King's  account  was  soon  settled.  But  the  extir- 
pating of  his  Adherents,  and  capturing  of  his  Heredi- 
tary Lands,  Palatinate  and  Upper-Palatinate,  took  three 
years  more.  Hard  fighting  for  the  Palatinate;  Tilly 
and  Company  against  the  "Evangelical-Union  Troops, 
"and  the  English  under  Sir  Horace  Vere."  Evangelical- 
Onion  Troops,  though  marching  about  there,  imder  an 
Uncle  of  our  Kurfiirst  (Margraf  Joachim  Ernst,  that 
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lucky  Anspach  Uncle,  founder  of  "the  Line"),  who 
professed  some  skill  in  soldiering,  were  a  mere  Picture 
of  an  Army,  would  only  "observe,"  and  would  not 
fight  at  alL  So  that  the  whole  fighting  fell  to  Sir 
Horace  and  bis  poor  bandM  of  English;  of  whose  grim 
posture  "in  Frankendale"*  and  other  Strongholds,  for 
months  long,  there  is  talk  enough  in  the  old  English 
History-Books. 

Then  there  were  certain  stem  War-Captains,  who 
rallied  firom  the  Weissenberg  Defeat:  —  Christian  of 
Brunswick,  the  chief  of  them,  titular  Bishop  of  Halber- 
stadt,  a  high-flown,  fiery  young  fellow,  of  terrible 
fighting  gifts;  he  flamed-up  considerably,  with  "the 
Queen  of  Bohemia's  glove  stuck  in  his  Hat:"  "Bright 
Lady,  it  shall  stick  there,  till  I  get  you  your  own 
again,  or  die!"**  Christian  of  Brunswick,  George  of 
JUgemdorf  (our  Kurfurst's  Uncle),  Count  Mansfeldt  and 
others,  made  stormy  fight  once  and  again,  hanging 
upon  this  central  "Frankendale"  Business,  till  they 
and  it  became  hopeless.  For  the  Elaiser  and  his  Jesuits 
were  not  in  doubt;  a  Elaiser  very  proud,  unscrupulous; 
now  clearly  superior  in  force,  —  and  all  along  of  great 
superiority  in  firaud. 

Christian  of  Brunswick,  Johann  George  and  Mans- 

*  Frankenthsl,  a  little  Town  in  the  Palatinate »  N.  W.  from  Mannheim 
a  short  way. 

*^  1621-1638,  age  not  yet  twenty-five;  died  (by  poison),  1626,  harlng 
again  become  fopremely  important  Just  then.  "  Gottea  Freund,  der  Pfaffen 
Feind  (God*f  Friend,  Priests*  Foe);**  "Alles  fdr  Ruhm  und  Ihr  (All  for 
Glory  and  Her,**  —  the  bright  Elizabeth,  become  Ez-Qaeen),  were  mottoes 
of  his.  —  Bndd&as  in  90ce  (i.  649) ;  Michaelis,  i.  110. 
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feldt  were  got  rid  of:  Christian  by  poison;  Johann 
George  and  Mansfeldt  by  other  methods,  —  chiefly  by 
playing-npon  poor  King  James  of  England,  and  leading 
Mm  by  the  long  nose  he  was  found  to  have.  The 
Palatinate  became  the  Kaiser^s  for  the  time  being; 
Upper  Palatinate  {Ober  Pfalz)  Duke  Max  of  Bavaria, 
lying  contiguous  to  it,  had  easily  taken.  '* Incorporate 
the  Ober-Pfalz  with  your  Bavaria,"  said  the  Kaiser; 
"you,  illustrious,  thrice-serviceable  Max!  And  let  L&n- 
merlein  and  Hyacinth,  with  their  Grospel  of  Ignatius, 
loose  upon  it  Nay,  as  a  still  richer  reward,  be  yours 
the  forfeited  Kur  (Electorship)  of  this  mad  Kur-Pfalz, 
or  Winter-King.  I  will  hold  his  Ehine- Lands,  his 
Unter-Pfalz:  his  Electorship  and  Ober^Pfalz^  I  say,  are 
yours,  Duke,  henceforth  Kurfurst  Maximilian  I"  *  Which 
was  a  hard  saying  in  the  ears  of  Brandenburg,  Saxony 
and  the  other  Eive,  and  of  the  Beich  in  general;  but 
they  bad  all  to  comply,  after  wincing.  For  the  Kaiser 
proceeded  with  a  high  hand.  He  had  put  the  Ex- 
King  under  Ban  of  the  Empire  (never  asking  "the 
Empire"  about  it);  put  his  Three  principal  Adherents, 
Johann  George  of  JUgemdorf  one  of  them.  Prince 
Christian  of  Anhalt  (once  captain  at  the  Siege  of  Ju- 
liers)  another,  likewise  under  Ban  of  the  Empire;** and 
in  short  had  flung  about,  and  was  flinging,  his  thunder- 
bolts in  a  very  Olympian  manner.  Under  all  which, 
what  could  Brandenburg  and  the  others  do;  but  whimper 
some  trembling  protest,  "Clear  against  Law  I"  - —  and 

«  KShler:  Reichs-Historie ,  p.  530. 
•«  23d  January  1631  (Ibid.  p.  518). 
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sit  obedient?  The  Evangelical  Union  did  not  now  any 
more  than  formerly  draw-out  its  fighting-tools.  In  fact, 
the  Evangelical  Union  now  fairly  dissolved  itself;  melted 
into  a  deliquinm  of  terror  under  these  thunderbolts  that 
were  flying,  and  was  no  more  heard-of  in  the  world.  — 

Second  Act,  or  Epochs  1624-1629.  A  second  Uncle  put 
to  the  Ban^  and  Pommem  snatched  away. 

Except  in  the  ^^Nether-Saxon  Circle^^  (distant North- 
west region,  with  its  Hanover,  Mecklenburg,  with  its 
rich  Hamburgs,  Ltibecks,  Magdeburgs,  all  Protestant, 
and  abutting  on  the  Protestant  North),  trembling  Ger- 
many lay  ridden-over  as  the  Kaiser  willed.  Foreign 
League  got-up  by  France,  King  James,  Christian  IV, 
of  Denmark  (James's  Brother-in-law,  with  whom  he  had 
such  "drinking"  in  Somerset  House,  long  ago,  on  Chris- 
tian's visit  hither*),  went  to  water,  or  worse.  Only 
the  "Nether  Saxon  Circle"  showed  some  lite;  was  levy- 
ing an  Army;  and  had  appointed  Christian  of  Bruns- 
wick its  Captain,  tiU  he  was  got  poisoned;  —  upon 
which  the  drinking  King  of  Denmark  took  the  com- 
mand. 

Act  Second  goes  from  1624  to  1627  or  even  '29; 
and  contains  Drunken  Christian's  Exploits.  Which  were 
unfortunate,  almost  to  the  ruin  of  Denmark  itself,  as 
well  as  of  the  Nether-Saxon  Circle;  —  till  in  the  latter 
of  these  years  he  slightly  rallied,  and  got  a  supportable 
Peace  granted  him  (Peace  of  Liibeck,   1629);    after 

*  Old  Histories  of  James  I.  (Wilson,  &c.) 
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wMcli  he  sits  quiet,  contemplatiye,  with  an  evil  eye 
upon  Sweden  now  and  then.  The  beatings  he  got,  in 
quite  regular  succession,  from  Tilly  and  Consorts,  are 
not  worth  mentioning:  the  only  thing  one  now  remem- 
bers of  him  is  his  alarming  accident  on  the  ramparts  of 
Hameln,  just  at  the  opening  of  these  Campaigns.  At 
Hameln,  which  was  to  he  a  strong  post,  drunken 
Christian  rode-out  once,  on  a  summer  afternoon  (1624), 
to  see  that  the  ramparts  were  all  right,  or  getting  all 
right;  —  and  tumbled,  horse  and  self  (self  in  liquor,  it 
is  thought),  in  an  ominous  alarming  manner.  Taken 
up  for  dead;  —  nay  some  of  the  vague  Histories  seem 
to  think  he  was  really  dead:  —  but  he  lived  to  be  often 
beaten  after  that,  and  had  many  moist  years  more. 

Our  Kurfurst  had  anothet  Uncle  put  to  the  Ban  in 
this  Second  Act,  —  Christian  Wilhelm  Archbishop  of 
Magdeburg,  "for  assisting  the  Danish  King;"  nor  was 
Ban  all  the  ruin  that  fell  on  this  poor  Archbishop. 
What  could  an  unfortunate  Kurftirst  do,  but  tremble 
and  obey?  There  was  still  a  worse  smart  got  by  our 
poor  Kurftirst  out  of  Act  Second:  the  glaring  injustice 
done  him  in  Pommem. 

Does  the  reader  remember  that  scene  in  the  High 
Church  of  Stettin  a  Hundred-and-fifty  years  ago?  How 
the  Biirgermeister  threw  sword  and  helmet  into  the 
grave  of  the  last  Duke  of  Pommem -Stettin  there;  and 
a  forward  Citizen  picked  them  out  again  in  favour  of  a 
Collateral  Branch?  Never  since,  any  more  than  then, 
could  Brandenburg  get  Pommem  according  to  claim. 
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Collateral  Branch,  in  spite  of  Friedricli  Ironteetli,  in 
spite  even  of  Albert  Achilles  and  some  fighting  of  his, 
contrived,  by  pleading  at  the  Diets  and  stirring-np  noise, 
to  maintain  its  pretensions:  and  Treaties  without  end 
ensued,  as  usual;  Treaties  refreshed  and  new-signed  by 
every  Successor  of  Albert,  to  a  wearisome  degree.  The 
sum  of  which  always  was:  **Pommem  does  actual 
Homage  to  Brandenburg;  vassal  of  Brandenburg;  —  and 
falls  home  to  it,  if  the  now  Extant  Line  go  extinct." 
Nay  there  is  an  ErbverbrUderung  (Heritage -Fraternity) 
over  and  above,  established  this  long  time,  and  weari- 
somely renewed  at  every  new  Accession.  Hundreds  of 
Treaties,  oppressive  to  think  of:  —  and  now  the  last 
Duke,  oldBogislaus,  is  here,  without  hope  of  children; 
and  the  fruit  of  all  that  haggling,  actual  Pommem  to 
wit,  will  at  last  fall  home?    Alas,  no;  far  otherwise. 

For  the  Kaiser  having  so  triumphantly  swept-off  the 
Winter-King,  and  Christian IV.  in  the  rear  of  him,  and 
got  Germany  ready  for  converting  to  Orthodoxy,  — 
wished  now  to  have  some  hold  of  the  Seaboard,  thereby 
to  punish  Denmark;  nay  thereby,  as  is  hoped,  to  ex- 
tend the  blessings  of  Orthodoxy  into  England,  Sweden, 
Holland,  and  the  other  Heretic  States,  in  due  time.  For 
our  plans  go  far!  This  is  the  Kaiser's  fbced  wish,  rising 
to  the  rank  of  hope  now  and  then:  all  Europe  shall 
become  Papist  again,  by  the  help  of  God  onc^theDeviL 
So  the  Kaiser,  on  hardly  any  pretext,  seized  Mecklen- 
burg from  the  Proprietors,  —  **  Traitors,  how  durst  you 
join  Danish  Christian?"  —  and  made  Wallenstein  Duke 
of  it    Duke  of  Mecklenburg,  "Admiral  of  the  East-Sea 
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(Baltic);"  and  set  to  "building  ships  of  war  in  Rostock," 
—  his  plans  going  far.*  This  done,  he  seized Pommem, 
which  also  is  a  fine  Sea-country,  —  stirring-up  Max  of 
Bavaria  to  make  some  idle  pretence  to  Pommem,  that 
80  the  Kaiser  might  seize  it  "in  sequestration  till  decided 
on."  Under  which  hard  treatment,  George  Wilhelm 
had  to  sit  sad  and  silent,  —  though  the  Stralsunden 
would  not  Hence  the  world-famous  Siege  of  Stralsund 
(1628);  fierce  Wallenstein  declaring,  "I  will  have  the 
Town,  if  it  hung  by  a  chain  from  Heaven;"  but  finding 
he  could  not  get  it;  owing  to  the  Swedish  succour,  to 
the  stubborn  temper  prevalent  among  the  Townsfolk, 
and  also  greatly  to  the  rains  and  peat-bogs. 

A  second  Uncle  of  G-eorge  Wilhelm's,  the  unlucky 
Archbishop  of  Magdeburg,  the  Kaiser,  once  more  by 
his  own  arbitrary  will,  put  under  Ban  of  the  Empire, 
in  this  Second  Act:  "Traitor,  how  durst  you  join  with 
the  Danes?"  The  result  of  which  was  Tilly's  Sack  of 
Magdeburg  (10 -12th  May  1631),  a  transaction  never 
forgetable  by  mankind.  —  As  for  Pommem,  Gustav 
Adolf,  on  his  intervening  in  these  matters,  landed  there: 
Pommem  was  now  seized  by  Ghistav  Adolf,  as  a  landing- 
place  and  place-of-arms,  indispensable  for  Sweden  in 
the  present  emergency;  and  was  so  held  thenceforth. 
Pommem  will  not  fall  to  George  Wilhelm  at  this  time. 

Third  Act,  and  what  the  Kurfurst  suffered  in  it 

And  now  we  are  at  Act  Tfiird:  —  Landing  of 
Gustav  Adolf  "in  the  Isle  of  Usedom,  24th  June  1630," 

*  Kfihler:  Aeich«-ffis(ori0«  pp.  624,  526. 
Carlyle,  Frederic  the  Greai.  IL  4 


60  TBB  HOHENZOLLEBNS  IN  BRAia)ENBnBa.     [bOOS  XXL 

1614-1620. 

and  onward  for  Eighteen  Years  till  the  Peace  of  West- 
phalia, in  1648;  —  on  which,  as  probably  better  known 
to  the  reader,  we  will  not  here  go  into  details.  In  this 
Third  Act  too ,  Greorge  Wilhelm  followed  his  old  scheme, 
peace  at  any  price;  —  as  shy  of  Gustav  as  he  had  been 
of  other  Champions  of  the  Cause;  and  exoept  complaining, 
petitioning  and  manifestoing,  studiously  did  nothing. 

Poor  man,  it  was  his  fate  to  stand  in  the  range  of 
these  huge  collisions,  —  Bridge  of  Dessau,  Siege  of 
Stralsund,  Sack  of  Magdeburg,  Battle  of  Leipzig,  — 
where  the  Titans  were  bowling  rocks  at  one  another; 
and  he  hoped,  by  dextrous  skipping,  to  escape  share 
of  the  game.  To  keep  well  with  his  Kaiser,  —  and 
such  a  Kaiser  to  Germany  and  to  him,  —  this,  for 
George  Wilhelm,  was  always  the  first  commandment 
If  the  Kaiser  confiscate  your  Uncles,  against  law;  seize 
your  Pommem;  rob  you  on  the  public  highways,  — 
George  Wilhelm,  even  in  such  case,  is  ftill  of  dubita- 
tions.  Nay  his  Prime-Minister,  one  Schwarzenberg,  a 
Catholic,  an  Austrian  Official  at  one  time,  —  Progenitor 
of  the  Austrian  Schwarzenbergs  that  now  are,  —  was 
secretly  in  the  Kaiser^s  interest,  and  is  even  thought  to 
have  been  in  the  Kaiser^s  pay,  all  along. 

Gustav,  at  his  first  landing,  had  seized  Pommem, 
and  swept  it  clear  of  Austrians,  for  himself  and  for  his 
own  wants;  not  too  regardful  of  George  Wilhelm's 
claims  on  it  He  cleared-out  Frankfort,  Custrin  and 
other  Brandenburg  Towns,  in  a  similar  maimer,  —  by 
caimon  and  storm,  when  needfal;  —  drove  the  Ln- 
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perialists  and  Tilly  forth  of  these  countries.  Advancing, 
next  year,  to  save  Magdeburg,  now  shrieking  under 
Tilly's  bombardment,  Gustav  insisted  on  having,  if  not 
some  bond  of  union  from  his  Brother-in-law  of  Brandenr 
burg,  at  least  the  temporary  cession  of  two  Places  of 
War  for  himself,  Spandau  and  GUstrin,  indispensable 
in  any  farther  operation.  Which  cession  KurfHrst  George 
Wilhelm,  though  giving  all  his  prayers  to  the  Good 
Cause,  could  by  no  means  grant.  Gustav  had  to  insist, 
with' more  and  more  emphasis;  advancing  at  last,  with 
military  menace,  upon  Berlin  itself.  He  was  met  by 
George  Wilhelm  and  his  Council,  "in  the  woods  of 
Copenick,"  short  way  to  the  east  of  that  City:  there 
George  Wilhelm  and  his  Council  wandered  about, 
sending  messages,  hopelessly  consulting;  saying  among 
each  other,  "Que  faire;  Us  ont  des  canons^  What  can 
one  do;  they  have  got  cannon?"*  For  many  hours  so; 
round  the  inflexible  Gustav,  —  who  was  there  like  a 
fixed  milestone,  and  to  all  questions  and  comers  had 
only  one  answer!  —  "Qw«  fcdre;  Us  ont  des  canons?** 
This  was  3d  May  1631.  This  probably  is  about  the 
nadir-point  of  the  Brandenburg-HohenzoUem  History. 
The  little  Frederick  who  became  Frederick  the  Great, 
in  writing  of  it,  has  a  certain  grim  banter  in  his  tone; 
and  looks  rather  with  mockery  on  the  perplexities  of 
his  poor  Ancestor,  so  fatally  ignorant  of  the  time  of  day 
it  had  now  become. 

*  CEwre$  de  FridMc  le  Grand  (Berlin,  1846-1856  et  aeqq. :  Mimoirea  de 
Brandebourg),  1.  88.  For  the  reeti  Frederick's  Accoant  of  the  Transaction 
U  very  loose  and  scanty :  see  Paul!  (It.  568)  and  bis  minute  details. 

4* 


52  THE  HOHENZOLLERNS  IN  BRANDENBURG.     [BOOKin 

1614-1680. 

On  the  whole,  George  Wilhelm  did  what  is  to  be 
called  nothing,  in  the  Thirty- Years  War;  his  ftinction 
was  only  that  of  suffering.  He  followed  always  the 
bad  lead  of  Johann  George,  Elector  of  Saxony;  a  man 
of  no  strength,  devoutness  or  adequate  human  worth; 
who  proved,  on  these  negative  grounds,  and  without 
flagrance  of  positive  badness,  an  unspeakable  curse  to 
Germany.  Not  till  the  Kaiser  fulminated-forth  his 
Eestitntion-Edict,  and  showed  he  was  in  earnest  about 
it  (1629—1631),  "Eestore  to  our  Holy  Church  what 
you  have  taken  from  her  since  the  Peace  of  Passau!" 
—  could  this  Johann  George  prevail  upon  himself  to 
join  Sweden,  or  even  to  do  other  than  hate  it  for 
reasons  he  saw.  Seized  by  the  throat  in  this  manner, 
and  ordered  to  deliver,  Kur-Sachsen  did,  and  Branden- 
burg along  with  him,  make  Treaty  with  the  Swede.* 
In  consequence  of  which  they  two,  some  months  after, 
by  way  of  cooperating  with  Gustav  on  his  great  march 
Vienna-ward,  sent  an  invading  force  into  Bohemia, 
Brandenburg  contributing  some  poor  3000  to  it;  who 
took  Prag,  and  some  other  open  Towns;  but  "did  al- 
most nothing  there,"  say  the  Histories,  "except  dine 
and  drink."  It  is  clear  enough  they  were  instantly 
scattered  home**  at  the  first  glimpse  of  Wallenstein 
dawning  on  the  horizon  again  in  those  parts. 

Gustav  having  vanished  (Field  of  Ltitzen,  6th  No- 
vember 1632***),  Oxenstiem,  with  his  high  attitude,  and 

•  8th  Febrnary  1681  (K5hler:  Reichi^Historie ,  pp.  536-5S1), 
••  October  1688  (Stenzelf  i.  608). 
•»•  Paoll,  It.  676. 
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"Presidency"  of  the  "Union  at  Heilbronn,"  was  rather 
an  offence  to  Kur-Sachsen,  who  used  to  be  foremost 
man  on  such  occasions.  Kur-Sachsen  broke  away  again; 
made  his  Peace  of  Prag,*  whom  Brandenburg  again 
followed;  Brandenburg  and  gradually  all  the  others, 
except  the  noble  Wilhelm  of  Hessen-Cassel  alona 
Miserable  Peace;  bit  of  Chaos  clouted-up,  and  done- 
over  with  Official  varnish;  —  which  proved  to  be  the 
signal  for  continuing  the  War  beyond  visible  limits, 
and  rendering  peace  impossible. 

After  this,  George  Wilhelm  retires  from  the  scene; 
lives  in  Ciistrin  mainly;  mere  miserable  days,  which 
shall  be  invisible  to  us.  He  died  in  1640;  and,  except 
producing  an  active  brave  Son  very  unlike  himself,  did 
nothing  considerable  in  the  world.  "  Que  fcdre;  ila  ont 
des  canons  I  ** 

Among  the  innumerable  sanguinary  tussellings  of 
this  War  are  counted  Three  great  Battles,  Leipzig, 
Liitzen,  Nbrdlingen.  Under  one  great  Captain,  Swedish 
Gustav,  and  the  two  or  three  other  considerable  Cap- 
tains, who  appeared  in  it,  high  passages  of  furious 
valour,  of  fine  strategy  and  tactic,  are  on  record.  But 
on  the  whole,  the  grand  weapon  in  it,  and  towards  the 
latter  times  the  exclusive  one,  was  Hunger.  The  op- 
posing Armies  tried  to  starve  one  another;  at  lowest, 
tried  each  not  to  starve.  Each  trying  to  eat  the 
country,  or  at  any  rate  to  leave  nothing  eatable  in  it: 
what  that  will  mean  for  the  country,  we  may  consider, 

•  in3&,  20th  May  (Stenzel,  i.  513). 
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As  the  Armies  too  frequently,  and  the  Kaiser^s  Annies 
habitually,  lived  without  commissariat,  often  enough 
without  pay,  all  horrors  of  war  and  of  being  a  seat  of 
war,  that  have  been  since  heard  of,  are  poor  to  those 
then  practised.  The  detail  of  which  is  still  horrible  to 
read.  Grermany,  in  all  eatable  quarters  of  it,  had  to 
undergo  the  process;  —  tortured,  torn  to  pieces,  wrecked, 
and  brayed  as  in  a  mortar  under  the  iron  mace  of  war.* 
Brandenburg  saw  its  towns  sieged  and  sacked,  its 
country-populations  driven  to  despair,  by  ^e  one  party 
and  the  other.  Three  times,  —  first  in  the  Wallen- 
stein-Mecklenburg  times,  while  fire  and  sword  were  the 
weapons,  and  again,  twice  over,  in  the  ultimate  stages 
of  the  struggle,  when  starvation  had  become  the-method, 
—  Brandenburg  fell  to  be  the  principal  theatre  of  con- 
flict, where  all  forms  of  the  dismal  were  at  their  height 
In  1638  ,  three  years  after  that  precious  "Peace  of 
Prag,"  the  Swedes  (Banier  versus  Gallas)  starving-out 
the  Imperialists  in  those  North -Western  parts,  the 
ravages  of  the  starving  Gallas  and  his  Imperialists  ex- 
celled all  precedent;  and  the  "famine  about  Tanger- 
"mtinde  had  risen  so  high  that  men  ate  human  flesh, 
"nay  human  creatures  ate  their  own  children."**  "Qm« 
faire;  Us  ont  des  canons!'' 

*  Curious  incidental  details  of  the  state  it  was  reduced  to,  in  the  Rhine 
and  Danube  Countries,  turn-up  in  the  Earl  of  Arundel  and  Snrrey*8  Travelt 
("Arundel  of  the  Marbles")  as  Ambassador  Extraordinary  to  the  Emperor 
Ferdinando  IL  in  1636  (a  small  Volume,  or  Pamphlet,  London,  1687). 
•«  1688:  PauU,  It.  604. 
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DUCHY  OF  JAGERNDOBF. 

Tms  unfortunate  George  Wilhelm  failed  in  getting 
Pommem  when  due;  Pommern,  firmly  held  by  the 
Swedes,  was  far  from  him.  But  that  was  not  the  only 
loss  of  territory  he  had.  Jagemdorf,  —  we  have  heard 
of  Johann  George  of  Jagemdorf,  Uncle  of  this  George 
Wilhelm,  how  old  Joachim  Friedrich  put  him  into 
JSgemdorf,  long  since,  when  it  fell  home  to  the  Elec- 
toral House.  Jagemdorf  is  now  lost;  Johann  George 
is  under  Beichs-Acht  (Ban  of  Empire),  ever  since  the 
Winter-King's  explosion,  and  the  thunderbolts  that 
followed;  and  wanders  landless;  —  nay  he  is  long 
since  dead,  and  has  six-feet  of  earth  for  a  terri- 
tory, far  away  in  Transylvania,  or  the  Riesen-Gebirge 
(Giant -Mountains)  somewhere.  Concerning  whom  a 
word  now. 

Duke  of  Jagemdorf^  Elector*  s  Uncle  ^  is  put  under  Ban, 

Johann  George,  a  frank-hearted  valiant  man,  con- 
cerning whom  only  good  actions,  and  no  bad  one,  are 
on  record,  had  notable  troubles  in  the  world;  bad 
troubles  to  begin  with,  and  worse  to  end  in.  He  was 
second  Son  of  Kurfiirst  Joachim  Friedrich,  who  had 
meant  him  for  the  Church.*     The  young  fellow  was 

•  1577-1624;  BenUch,  p.  486. 
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Coadjutor  of  Strasburg,  almost  from  the  time  of  getting 
into  short- clothes.  He  was  then,  still  very  young, 
elected  Bishop  there  (1592);  Bishop  of  Strasburg,  — 
but  only  by  the  Protestant  part  of  the  Canons;  the 
Catholic  part,  unable  to  submit  longer,  and  thinking  it 
a  good  time  for  revolt  against  a  Protestant  population 
and  obstinately  heterodox  majority,  elected  another 
Bishop;  one  "Karl  of  the  House  of  Lorraine;"  and 
there  came  to  be  dispute,  and  came  even  to  be  fighting 
needed.  Fighting;  which  prudent  Papa  would  not 
enter  into,  except  faintly  at  secondhand,  through  the 
Anspach  Cousins,  or  others  that  were  in  the  humour. 
Troublesome  times  for  the  young  man;  which  lasted  a 
dozen  years  or  more.  At  last  a  Bargain  was  made 
(1604);  Protestant  and  Catholic  Canons  splitting  the 
diflFerence  in  some  way;  and  the  House  of  Lorraine 
paying  Johann  George  a  great  deal  of  money  to  go 
home  again.*  Poor  Johann  George  came  out  of  it  in 
that  way;  not  second  best,  think  several. 

He  was  then  (1606)  put  into  Jagemdorf,  which  had 
just  fallen  vacant;  our  excellent  fat  friend,  George 
Friedrich  of  Anspach,  Administrator  of  Preussen,  having 
lately  died,  and  left  it  vacant,  as  we  saw.  George 
Friedrich^s  death  yielded  fine  apanages,  three  of  them 
in  all:  first  Anspach,  second  Baireuth,  and  this  third  of 
Jagemdorf  for  a  still  younger  Brother.  There  was  still 
a  fourth  younger  Brother,  Uncle  of  George  Wilhelm; 
Archbishop  of  Magdeburg  this  one;   who  also,  as  we 

*  CEuvres  completes  de  VoUaire,  97  vols.  (Paris,  1825-32),  xxxiii.  384.  — 
K5hler  {Reichs-IJistorie,  p.  487)  gives  the  authentic  particulars. 
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have  seen,  got  into  Reicha-Acht^  into  deep  trouble  in 
the  Thirty-Years  War.  He  was  in  Tilly's  thrice-mur- 
derous Storm  of  Magdeburg  (10th  May  1631);  was 
captured,  tumbled  about  by  the  wild  soldiery,  and 
nearly  killed  there.  Poor  man,  with  his  mitre  and 
rochets  left  in  such  a  state!  In  the  end  he  even  be- 
came Catholic^  —  from  conviction,  as  was  evident,  and 
bewilderment  of  mind;  —  and  lived  in  Austria  on  a 
pension;  occasionally  publishing  polemical  pam- 
phlets.* — 

As  to  Johann  George,  he  much  repaired  and  beauti- 
fied the  Castle  of  Jligemdorf,  says  Eentsch:  but  he  un- 
fortunately went  ahead  into  the  Winter -King's  ad- 
venture; which,  in  that  sad  Battle  of  the  Weissenberg, 
made  total  shipwreck  of  itself,  drawing  Johann  George 
and  much  else  along  with  it  Johann  George  was 
straightway  tyrannously  put  to  the  Ban,  forfeited  of 
life  and  lands:*'*'  Johann  George  disowned  the  said  Ban; 
stood-out  fiercely  for  self  and  Winter-King;  and  did 
good  fighting  in  the  Sllesian  strongholds  and  mountain- 
passes:  but  was  forced  to  seek  temporary  shelter  in 
Siehenhurgen  (Transylvania);  and  died  far  away,  in  a 
year  or  two  (1524),  while  returning  to  try  it  again. 
Sleeps,  I  think,  in  the  "Jablunka  Pass;"  the  dumb 
Giant-Mountains  {Riesen-Gebirge)  shrouding-up  his  sad 
shipwreck  and  him. 

Jagemdorf  was  thus  seized  by  Ferdinand  11.  of  the 

*  1587;  1628;  1665  (Rentsch,  pp.  905-910). 

**  22d  January  1621  (Kobler,  Reichs-Historie,  p.  518;  and  rectify  Hfib- 
ner,  tab.  178). 
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House  of  Hapsbnrg;  and  though  it  was  contrary  to  all 
law  that  the  Kaiser  should  keep  it,  —  poor  Johann 
George  having  left  Sons  very  innocent  of  treason,  and 
Brothers,  and  an  Electoral  Nephew,  very  innocent;  to 
whom,  by  old  compacts  and  new,  the  Heritage  in  defect 
of  him  was  to  fall,  —  neither  Kaiser  Ferdinand  H.  nor 
Kaiser  Ferdinand  HI.,  nor  any  Kaiser  would  let-go 
the  hold;  but  kept  Jagemdorf  fast  clenched,  deaf  to  all 
pleadings,  and  monitions  of  gods  or  men.  Till  at 
length,  in  the  fourth  generation  afterwards,  one  "Fried- 
rich  the  Second,"  not  unknown  to  us,  —  a  sharp  little 
man,  little  in  stature,  but  large  in  faculty  and  renown, 
who  is  now  called  "Frederick  the  Great,"  —  clutched 
hold  of  the  Imperial  fist  (so  to  speak),  seizing  his  op- 
portunity in  1740;  and  so  wrenched  and  twisted  said 
close  fist,  that  not  only  JSgerndorf  dropped  out  of  it, 
but  the  whole  of  Silesia  along  with  Jagemdorf,  there 
being  other  claims  withal.  And  the  account  was  at 
last  settled,  with  compound  interest,  —  as  in  fact  such 
accounts  are  sure  to  be,  one  way  or  other.  And  so  we 
leave  Johann  George  among  the  dumb  Giant-Mountains 
again. 
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CHAPTER  XVni. 

FRIEDRICH  WILHSLM,  THE  GREAT  KUBFUBST,  ELEVENTH  OV 

THE  SERIES. 

BsANDEinBUBa  had  again  sunk  very  low  under  the 
Tenth  Elector,  in  the  nnntterable  troubles  of  the  times. 
Bat  it  was  gloriously  raised -np  again  by  his  Son 
Friedrich  Wilhelm,  who  sncceeded  in  1640.  This  is 
he  whom  they  call  the  "Great  Elector  {Grosse  Kur- 
fUrat)'^^^  of  whom  there  is  much  writing  and  celebrating 
in  Prussian  Books.  As  for  the  epithet,  it  is  not  un- 
common among  petty  German  populations,  and  many 
times  does  not  mean  too  much:  thus  Max  of  Bavaria, 
with  his  Jesuit  Lambkins  and  Hyacinths,  is,  by  Bava- 
rians, called  "Maximilian  the  Great."  Friedrich  Wil- 
helm, both  by  his  intrinsic  qualities  and  the  success 
he  met  with,  deserves  it  better  than  most.  His  success, 
if  we  look  where  he  started  and  where  he  ended,  was 
beyond  that  of  any  other  man  in  his  day.  He  found 
Brandenburg  annihilated,  and  he  left  Brandenburg  sound 
and  flourishing;  a  great  country,  or  already  on  the  way 
towards  greatness.  Undoubtedly  a  most  rapid,  clear- 
eyed,  active  man.  There  was  a  stroke  in  him  swift  as 
lightning,  well  aimed  mostly,  and  of  a  respectable 
weight  withal;  which  shattered  asunder  a  whole  world 
of  impediments  for  him,  by  assiduous  repetition  of  it 
for  fifty  years.* 

•  1620;  1640;  1688. 
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There  hardly  ever  came  to  sovereign  power  a  young 
man  of  twenty  under  more  distressing,  hopeless-looking 
circumstances.  Political  significance  Brandenburg  had 
none:  a  mere  Protestant  appendage  dragged  about  by  a 
Papist  Kaiser.  His  Father's  Prime-Minister,  as  we  have 
seen,  was  in  the  interest* of  his  enemies;  not  Branden- 
burg's servant,  but  Austria's.  The  very  Commandants 
of  his  Fortresses,  Commandant  of  Spandau  more  especi- 
ally, rei^sed  to  obey  Friedrich  Wilhelm,  on  his  ac- 
cession; ^'were  bound  to  obey  the  Kaiser  in  the  first 
place."  He  had  to  proceed  softly  as  well  as  swiftly; 
with  the  most  delicate  hand  to  get  him  of  Spandau  by 
the  collar,  and  put  him  under  lock-and-key,  him  as  a 
warning  to  others. 

For  twenty  years  past,  Brandenburg  had  been 
scoured  by  hostile  armies,  which,  especially  the  Kni- 
ser's  part  of  which,  committed  outrages  new  in  human 
history.  In  a  year  or  two  hence,  Brandenburg  be- 
came again  the  theatre  of  business;  Austrian  Gallas 
advancing  thither  again  (1644),  with  intent  ^'to  shut-up 
Torstenson  and  his  Swedes  in  Jutland,"  where  they 
had  been  chastising  old  Christian  IV.,  now  meddlesome 
again  for  the  last  time,  and  never  a  good  neighbour  to 
Sweden.  Gallas  could  by  no  means  do  what  he  in- 
tended; on  the  contrary,  he  had  to  run  from  Torsten- 
son, what  feet  could  do ;  was  hunted,  he  and  his  Merode- 
Brilder  (beautiftil  inventors  of  the  "Marauding"  Art), 
"till  they  pretty  much  all  died  {crepirten),^  says  Koh- 
ler.*     No  great  loss  to  society,  the  death  of  these  At- 

•  ReichS'HUlorie ,  p.  556;  Pauli,  v.  24. 
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tJBts;  but  we  can  fancy  what  their  life,  and  especially 
▼hat  tbe  process  of  their  dying,  may  have  cost  poor 
Brandenburg  again  I  — 

Friedrich  Wilhelm's  aim,  in  this  as  in  other  emergen- 
cies, was  son-clear  to  himself  but  for  most  part  dim  to 
everybody  else.  He  had  to  walk  very  warily,  Sweden 
on  one  hand  of  him,  suspicions  Kaiser  on  the  other; 
he  had  to  wear  semblances,  to  be  ready  with  evasive 
words;  and  advance  noiselessly  by  many  circuits.  More 
delicate  operation  could  not  be  imagined.  But  advance 
he  did;  advance  and  arrive.  With  extraordinary  talent, 
diligence  and  felicity  the  young  man  wound  himself 
out  of  this  first  fatal  position;  got  those  foreign  Armies 
pushed-out  of  his  Country,  and  kept  them  out  His 
first  concern  had  been  to  find  some  vestige  of  revenue, 
to  put  that  upon  a  clear  footing;  and  by  loans  or  others 
wise  to  scrape  a  little  ready-money  together.  On  the 
strength  of  which  a  small  body  of  soldiers  could  be 
collected  about  him,  and  drilled  into  real  ability  to 
fight  and  obey.  This  as  a  basis;  on  this  followed  all 
manner  of  thmgs;  freedom  from  Swedish- Austrian  in- 
vasions, as  the  first  thing. 

He  was  himself,  as  appeared  by  and  by,  a  fighter 
of  the  first  quality,  when  it  came  to  that;  but  never 
was  willing  to  fight,  if  he  could  help  it.  Preferred 
rather  to  shift,  manoeuvre  and  negotiate;  which  he  did 
in  a  most  vigilant,  adroit  and  masterly  manner.  But 
by  degrees  he  had  grown  to  have,  and  could  maintain 
it,  an  Army  of  24,000  men;  among  the  best  troops 
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then  in  being.  With  or  without  his  will,  he  was  in 
all  the  great  Wars  of  his  time,  —  the  time  of  Louis 
XIV.,  who  kindled  Europe  four  times  over,  thrice  in 
our  Kurfiirst^s  day.  The  Kurfiirst's  Dominions,  a  long 
straggling  country,  reaching  from  Memel  to  Wesel, 
could  hardly  keep  out  of  the  way  of  any  war  that 
might  rise.  He  made  himself  available,  never  against 
the  good  cause  of  Protestantism  and  German  Freedom, 
yet  always  in  the  place  and  way  where  his  own  best 
advantage  was  to  be  had.  Louis  XIV.  had  often  much 
need  of  him;  still  oftener,  and  more  pressingly,  had 
Kaiser  Leopold,  the  little  Gentleman  '4n  scarlet  stock- 
ings, with  a  red  feather  in  his  hat,^^  whom  Mr.  Savage 
used  to  see  majestically  walking  about,  with  Austrian 
lip  that  said  nothing  at  all.*  His  24,000  excellent 
fighting-men,  thrown-in  at  the  right  time,  were  often  a 
thing  that  could  turn  the  balance  in  great  questions. 
They  required  to  be  allowed-for  at  a  high  rate,  — 
which  he  well  knew  how  to  adjust  himself  for  exacting 
and  securing  always. 


•  A  Compleat  Histoid  of  Germany,  by  Mr.  Savage  (8vo,  London,  1702), 
p.  553.  Who  this  Mr.  Savage  was,  we  have  no  trace.  Prefixed  to  the 
volume  is  the  Portrait  of  a  solid  Gentleman  of  forty;  gloomily  polite,  with 
ample  wig  and  cravat,  —  in  all  likelihood  some  studioas  subaltern  Diplo- 
matist in  the  Succession  War.  His  little  Book  is  very  lean  and  barren;  bat 
faithfully  compiled,  —  and  might  have  some  illumination  in  it,  where  utter 
darkness  is  so  prevalent.  Most  likely,  Addison  picked  his  story  of  the  Siege 
of  Weinsberg  ("Women  carrying  out  their  Husbands  on  their  back,**  —  one 
of  bis  best  Spectators)  oat  of  this  poor  Book. 


'l' 
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WhcU  became  of  Pommem  at  the  Peace;  final  glance  into 

Cleve-Julich, 

When  the  Peace  of  Westphalia  (1648)  concluded 
that  Thirty- Years  Conflagration ,  and  swept  the  ashes 
of  it  into  order  again,  Friedrich  Wilhelm's  right  to 
Pommem  was  admitted  by  everybody;  and  well  in- 
sisted on  by  himself:  but  light  had  to  yield  to  reason 
of  state,  and  he  could  not  get  it.  The  Swedes  insisted 
on  their  expenses;  the  Swedes  held  Pommem,  had  all 
along  held  it,  —  in  pawn,  they  said,  for  their  ex- 
penses. Nothing  for  it  but  to  give  the  Swedes  the 
better  half  of  Pommem.  jFor^-Pommem  (so  they  call 
it,  "Swedish  Pomerania"  thenceforth),  which  lies  next 
the  Sea;  this,  with  some  Towns  and  cuttings  over 
and  above,  was  Sweden's  share:  Friedrich  Wilhelm 
had  to  put-up  with  JTiwcZ^r-Pommem ,  docked  further- 
more of  the  Town  of  Stettin,  and  of  other  valuable 
cuttings,  in  favour  of  Sweden.  Much  to  Friedrich  Wil- 
helm's  grief  and  just  anger,  could  he  have  helped  it. 

They  gave  him  Three  secularised  Bishoprics,  Magde- 
burg, Halberstadt,  Minden  with  other  small  remnants, 
for  compensation;  and  he  had  to  be  content  -with  these 
for  the  present.  Bnt  he  never  gave-up  the  idea  of 
Pommem;  much  of  the  effort  of  his  life  was  spent  upon 
recovering  Fore-Pommem;  thrice-eager  upon  that,  when- 
ever lawftil  opportunity  offered.  To  no  purpose  then; 
he  never  could  recover  Swedish  Pommem;  only  his 
kte  descendants,  and  that  by  slowish  degrees,  could 
recover  it  all.     Beaders  remember  that  Btirgermeister 


■y* 
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of  Stettin,  with  tbe  helmet  and  sword  flung  into 
the  grave  and  picked  out  again;  —  and  can  judge 
whether  Brandenburg  got  its  good-luck  quite  by  lying 
in  bed!  — 

Once,  and  once  only,  he  had  a  voluntary  purpose 
towards  War,  and  it  remained  a  purpose  only.  Soon 
after  the  Peace  of  Westphalia,  old  Pfalz-Neuburg,  the 
same  who  got  the  slap  on  the  face,  went  into  tyrannous 
proceedings  against  the  Protestant  part  of  his  subjects 
in  Julich-Cleve;  who  called  to  Friedrich  Wilhelm  for 
help.  Friedrich  Wilhelm,  a  zealous  Protestant,  made 
remonstrances,  retaliations:  ere  long  the  thought  struck 
him,  "Suppose,  backed  by  the  Dutch,  we  threw-out 
this  fantastic  old  gentleman,  his  Papistries,  and  pre- 
tended claims  and  self,  clear  out  of  it?"  This  was 
Friedrich  Wilhelm's  thought;  and  he  suddenly  marched 
troops  into  the  Territory,  with  that  view.  But  Europe 
was  in  alarm,  the  Dutch  grew  faint:  Friedrich  Wil- 
helm saw  it  would  not  do.  He  had  a  conference  with 
old  Pfalz-Neuburg:  "Young  gentleman,  we  remember 
how  your  Grandfether  made  free  with  us,  and  our 
august  countenance!  Nevertheless  we  — "  In  fine  the 
"statistic  of  Treaties"  was  increased  by  One;  and  there 
the  matter  rested  till  calmer  times. 

In  1666,  as  already  said,  an  effective  Partition  of 
these  litigated  Territories  was  accomplished:  Prussia  to 
have  the  Duchy  of  Cleve-Proper,  the  Counties  of  Mark 
and  Eavensberg,  with  other  Patches  and  Pertinents; 
Neuburg,  what  was  the  better  share,  to  have  Jiilich 
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Duchy  and  Berg  Duchy.  Furthermore,  if  either  of 
the  Lines  failed,  in  no  sort  was  a  collateral  to  be  ad- 
mitted; but  Brandenburg  was  to  inherit  Neuburg,  or 
Neuburg  Brandenburg,  as  the  case  might  be.'*'  A 
clear  Bargain  this  at  last;  and  in  the  times  that  had 
come,  it  proved  executable  so  far.  But  if  the  reader 
fimcies  the  Lawsuit  was  at  last  out  in  this  way,  he 
will  be  a  simple  reader!  In  the  days  of  our  little 
Fritz,  the  Line  of  Pfalz-Neuburg  was  evidently  end- 
ing: but  that  Brandenburg  and  not  a  collateral  should 
succeed  it,  there  lay  the  quarrel,  -r-  open  still,  as  if 
it  had  never  been  shut;  and  we  shall  hear  enough 
about  it!  — 

The  Great  Kurfurst^s  Wars:  what  he  achieved  in  War 

and  Peace. 

Friediich  Wilhelm's  first  actual  appearance  in  War, 
Polish-Swedish  War  (1655-1660),  was  involuntary  in 
the  highest  degree;  forced  upon  him  for  the  sake  of 
his  Preussen,  which  bade  fair  to  be  lost  or  ruined, 
without  blame^  of  his  or  its.  Nevertheless,  here  too, 
he  made  his  benefit  of  the  affair.  The  big  King  of 
Sweden  had  a  standing  quarrel  with  his  big  cousin  of 
Poland,  which  broke-out  into  hot  War;  little  Preussen 
lay  between  them,  and  was  like  to  be  crushed  in  the 
collision.  Swedish  King  was  Karl  Gustav,  Christina's 
Cousin,  Charles  Twelfth's  Grandfather;  a  great  and 
mighty  man,    lion  of  the  North  in  his  time:    Polish 

*  Pauli,  T.  120-129. 
CarlylCf  Frederic  the  Great*  Ih    '  & 
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King  was  one  John  Casimir;  chivalrous  enough,  and 
with  clouds  of  forward  Polish  chivalry  about  him,  glit- 
tering with  barbaric  gold.  Frederick  III.,  Danish  King 
for  the  time  being,  he  also  was  much  involved  in  the 
thing.  Fain  would  Friedrich  Wilhelm  have  kept  out 
of  it,  but  he  could  not.  Karl  Gustav  as  good  as 
forced  him  to  join:  he  joined;  fought  along  with 
Karl  Gustav  an  illustrious  Battle;  "Battle  of  Warsaw," 
three  days  long  (28-30th  July  1656),  on  the  skirts 
of  Warsaw,  —  crowds  "looking  from  the  upper  win- 
dows" there;  Polish  chivalry,  broken  at  last,  going 
like  chaff  upon  the  winds,  and  John  Casimir  nearly 
ruined. 

Shortly  after  which,  Friedrich  Wilhelm,  who  had 
shone  much  in  the  Battle,  changed  sides.  An  incon- 
sistent, treacherous  man?  Perhaps  not,  0  reader;  per- 
haps a  man  advancing  "in  circuits,"  the  only  way  he 
has;  spirally,  face  now  to  east,  now  to  west,  with  his 
own  reasonable  private  aim  sun-clear  to  him  all  the 
while? 

John  Casimir  agreed  to  give-up  the  "Homage  of 
Preussen"  for  this  service;  a  grand  prize  for  Friedrich 
Wilhelm.*  What  the  Teutsch  Eitters  strove  for  in 
vain,  and  lost  their  existence  in  striving  for,  the  shifty 
Kurfiirst  has  now  got:  Ducal  Prussia,  which  is  also 
called  East  Prussia,  is  now  a  free  sovereignty,  —  and 
will  become  as  "Royal"  as  the  other  Polish  part  Or 
perhaps  even  more  so,  in  the  course  of  time!  —  Karl 

*  Treaty  of  Labiau,  10th  November  1656  (Paali,  v.  73-76);  20th  Noyem- 
ber  (Stenzel ,  iv.  128 ,  —  who  always  ases  New  Style). 
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Gnstav ,  in  a  high  frame  of  mind,  informs  the  KurfEirst, 
that  he  has  him  on  his  books,  and  will  pay  the  debt 
one  day! 

A  dangerous  debtor  in  such  matters,  this  Karl  Gus- 
tav.  In  these  same  months,  busy  with  the  Danish  part 
of  the  Controversy,  he  was  doing  a  feat  of  war,  which 
set  all  Europe  in  astonishment.  In  January  1658, 
Karl  Gustav  marches  his  Army,  horse,  foot  and  artil- 
lery, to  the  extent  of  Twenty-thousand,  across  the 
Beliic  ice,  and  takes  an  Island  without  shipping,  — 
Island  of  Ftinen,  across  the  Little  Belt;  three  miles  of 
ice;  and  a  part  of  the  sea  o^^^i,  which  has  to  be  crossed 
on  planks.  Nay  forward  from  Ftinen,  when  once 
there,  he  achieves  ten  whole  miles  more  of  ice;  and 
takes  Zealand  itself,  *  —  to  the  wonder  of  all  mankind. 
An  imperious,  stem-browed,  swift-striking  man;  who 
had  dreamed  of  a  new  Goth  Empire:  The  mean  Hypo- 
crites and  Fribbles  of  the  South  to  be  coerced  again  by 
noble  Norse  valour,  and  taught  a  new  lesson.  Has 
been  known  to  lay  his  hand  on  his  sword  while  ap- 
prising an  Ambassador  (Dutch  Hagh-Mightiness)  what 
his  royal  intentions  were:  "Not  the  sale  or  purchase  of 
groceries,  observe  you.  Sir!  My  aims  go  higher!"  — 
Charles  Twelfth's  Grandfather,  and  somewhat  the  same 
type  of  man. 

But  Karl  Gustav  died,  short  while  after;**  left  his 
big  wide-raging  Northern  Controversy  to  collapse  in 
what  way  it  could.     Sweden  and  the  fighting-parties 

*  Uo\berg*a  Ddnemarkische  Reichs-Historie ,  pp.  406-409. 
«•  18th  February  1660,  age  38. 

5* 
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made  their  "Peace  of  Oliva"  (Abbey  of  Oliva,  near 
Dantzig,  1st  May  1660);  and  this  of  Prenssen  was  ra- 
tified, in  all  form,  among  the  other  points.  No  Ho- 
mage more;  nothing  now  above  Ducal  Prussia  but  the 
Heavens ;  and  great  times  coming  for  it.  This  was  one 
of  the  successfuUest  strokes  of  business  ever  done  by 
Friedrich  Wilhelm;  who  had  been  forced,  by  sheer 
compulsion,  to  embark  in  that  big  game.  —  "Royal 
Prussia,"  the  Western  or  Polish  Prussia:  this  too,  as 
all  Newspapers  know,  has,  in  our  times,  gone  the  same 
road  as  the  other.  Which  probably,  after  all,  it  may 
have  had,  in  Nature,  some  tendency  to  do?  Cut  away, 
for  reasons,  by  the  Polish  sword,  in  that  Battle  of 
Tannenberg,  long  since;  and  then,  also  for  reasons, 
cut  back  again!  That  is  the  fact;  —  not  unexampled 
in  human  History. 

Old  Johann  Casimir,  not  long  after  that  Peace  of 
Oliva,  getting  tired  of  his  unruly  Polish  chivalry  and 
their  ways,  abdicated;  —  retired  to  Paris;  and  "lived 
much  with  Ninon  de  TEnclos  and  her  circle,"  for  the 
rest  of  his  life.  He  used  to  complain  of  his  Polish 
chivalry,  that  there  was  no  solidity  in  them;  nothing 
but  outside  glitter,  with  tumult  and  anarchic  noise; 
fatal  want  of  one  essential  talent,  the  talent  of  Obeying; 
—  and  has  been  heard  to  prophesy  that  a  glorious  Re- 
public, persisting  in  such  courses,  would  arrive  at 
results  which  would  surprise  it. 

Onward  from  this  time,  Friedrich  Wilhelm  figures 
in  the  world;  public  men  watching  his  procedure;  Kings 
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anxioiis  to  secure  him ,  —  Dutch  Printsellers  sticking-up 
his  Portraits  for  a  hero-worshiping  Public.  Fighting 
hero,  had  the  Public  known  it,  was  not  his  essential 
character,  though  he  had  to  fight  a  great  deal.  He  was 
essentially  an  Industrial  man;  great  in  organising,  re- 
gulating, in  constraining  chaotic  heaps  to  become  cosmic 
for  him.  He  drains  bogs,  settles  colonies  in  the  waste- 
places  of  his  Dominions,  cuts  canals;  unweariedly  en- 
courages trade  and  work.  The  Friedrich-  Wtlhelm's 
Canal  J  which  still  carries  tonnage  from  the  Oder  to  the 
Spree,*  is  a  monument  of  his  zeal  in  this  way;  credit- 
able, with  the  means  he  had.  To  the  poor  French 
Protestants,  in  the  £dict-of-Nantes  Affair,  he  was  like 
an  express  Benefit  of  Heaven:  one  Helper  appointed, 
to  whom  the  help  itself  was  profitable.  He  munificently 
welcomed  them  to  Brandenburg;  showed  really  a  noble 
piety  and  human  pity,  as  well  as  judgment;  nor  did 
Brandenburg  and  he  want  their  reward.  Some  20,000 
nimble  French  souls,  evidently  of  the  best  French 
quality,  found  a  home  there;  —  made  "waste  sands 
about  Berlin  into  potherb  gardens  ;^^  and  in  the  spiritual 
Brandenburg,  too,  did  something. of  horticulture,  which 
is  still  noticeable.** 

Certainly  this  Elector  was  one  of  the  shiftiest  of 
men.  Not  an  unjust  man  either.  A  pious,  God-fearing 
man  rather,  stanch  to  his  Protestantism  and  his  Bible; 

«  Ezecated,  1662**68:   fifteen  English  miles  long  (Bfisching:  Erdbe^ 
aekreibta^,  vi.  2193). 

**  Erman  (weak  Biographer  of  Qoeen  Sophio-Gharlotte,  already  cited): 
Memoires  pour  servir  &  VHistoire  des  Rifugies  Frangais  dans  les  Etats  du 
Roi  de  Pmase  (Berlin ,  1782-*94) ,  8  tt.  8vo. 
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not  unjust  by  any  means,  —  nor,  on  the  other  hand, 
by  any  means  thinskinned  in  his  interpretings  of  justice: 
Fairplay  to  myself  always;  or  occasionally  even  the 
Height  of  Fairplay !  On  the  whole,  l?y  constant  energy, 
vigilance  adroit  activity,  by  an  ever-ready  insight  and 
audacity  to  seize  the  passing  fact  by  its  right  handle, 
he  fought  his  way  well  in  the  world;  left  Brandenburg 
a  flourishing  and  greatly-increased  Country,  and  his 
own  name  famous  enough. 

A  thickset,  stalwart  figure;  with  brisk,  eyes,  and 
high  strong  irregularly-Roman  nose.  Good  bronze 
Statue  of  him,  by  SchltLter,  once  a  famed  man,  still 
rides  on  the  Lange-BrUcke  (Long-Bridge)  at  Berlin;  and 
his  Portrait,  in  huge  frizzled  Louis-Quatorze  wig,  is 
frequently  met  with  in  German  Galleries.  Collectors 
of  Dutch  Prints,  too,  know  him:  here  a  gallant,  eagle- 
featured  little  gentleman,  brisk  in  the  smiles  of  youth, 
with  plumes,  with  truncheon,  caprioling  on  his  war- 
charger,  view  of  tents  in  the  distance;  —  there  a  sedate^ 
ponderous,  wrinkly  old  man,  eyes  slightly  puckered 
(eyes  busier  than  mouth) ;  a  face  well-ploughed  by  Time, 
and  not  found  unfruitfdl;  one  of  the  largest,  most  la- 
borious, potent  faces  (in  an  ocean  of  circumambient 
periwig)  to  be  met  with  in  that  Century.  *  There  are 
many  Histories  about  him,  too;  but  they  are  not  com- 
fortable to  read.**  He  also  has  wanted  a  sacred  Poet; 
and  found  only  a  bewildering  Dryasdust. 

*  Both  Prints  are  Dutch;  the  Younger,  my  copy  of  the  Younger,  has 
lost  the  Engraver's  Name  (Kurftirst's  age  is  twenty-seven);  the  Elder  is  by 
Masson,  1683,  when  Friedrich  Wilhelm  was  sixty-three. 

**  0.  D.  Qeyler:  Leben  und  Thaten  Friedrich  Wilhelms  dei  Grossen 
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His  Two  grand  Feats  that  dwell  in  the  Prussian 
memory  are  perhaps  none  of  his  greatest,  but  w^re  of 
a  kind  to  strike  the  imagination.  They  both  relate  to 
what  was  the  central  problem  of  his  life,  —  the  reco- 
very of  Pommem  from  the  Swedes.  Exploit  First  is 
the  famed  "Battle  of  FehrbeUin  (Ferry  of  Bell^^)," 
fought  on  the  18th  June  1675.  FehrbeUin  is  an  in- 
considerable Town  still  standing  in  those  peaty  regions, 
some  five-and-thirty  miles  north-west  of  Berlin;  and  had 
for  ages  plied  its  poor  Ferry  over  the  oily-looking, 
brown,  sluggish  stream  called  Rhin,  or  Ehein  in  those 
parts,  without  the  least  notice  from  mankind,  till  this 
fell  out  It  is  a  place  of  pilgrimage  to  patriotic  Prus- 
sians, ever  since  Friedrich  Wilhelm's  exploit  there.  The 
matter  went  thus: 

Friedrich  Wilhebn  was  fighting,  far  south  in  Alsace, 
on  Kaiser  Leopold's  side,  in  the  Louis-Fourteenth  War; 
that  second  one,  which  ended  in  the  Treaty  of  Nim- 
wegen.  Doing  his  best  there,  —  when  the  Swedes, 
egged-on  by  Louis  XTV.,  made  war  upon  him;  crossed 
the  Pommeranian  marches,  troop  after  troop,  and  in- 
vaded his  Brandenburg  Territory  with  a  force  which  at 
length  amounted  to  some  16,000  men.  No  help  for 
the  moment:  Friedrich  Wilhelm  could  not  be  spared 
from  his  post.    The  Swedes,  who  had  at  first  professed 


(Frankfort  and  Leipzig,  1708),  folio.  Frans  Horn:  Das  Leben  Friedrich 
WUhelms  dea  Grossen  (Berlin,  1814).  Paali:  Staats-Geschichte ,  Band  t. 
(dalle,  1764).  Pnfendorf ;  De  rebus  gestis  Friderici  Wilhelmi  Magni  Electoris 
Brandenburgensis  Commentaria  (Lips,  et  Berol.  1733,  fol.}. 
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well,  gradually  went  into  plunder,  roving,  harrying,  at 
their  own  will;  and  a  melancholy  time  they  made  of  it 
for  Friedrich  Wilhelm  and  his  People.  Lucky  if  tem- 
porary harm  were  all  the  ill  they  were  likely  to  do; 
lucky  if — !  He  stood  steady,  however;  in  his  solid 
manner,  finishing  the  thing  in  hand  first,  since  that  was 
feasible.  He  then  even  retired  into  winter-quarters,  to 
rest  his  men;  and  seemed  to  have  left  the  Swedish 
16,000  autocrats  of  the  situation;  who  accordingly  went 
storming  about  at  a  great  rate. 

Not  so,  however;  very  far  indeed  firom  so.  Having 
rested  his  men  for  certain  months,  Friedrich  Wilhelm 
silently  in  the  first  days  of  June  (1675)  gets  them  uiider 
march  again;  marches,  his  Cavalry  and  he  as  first  in- 
stalment, with  best  speed  from  Schweinfiirt,*  which  is 
on  the  river  Mayn,  to  Magdeburg;  a  distance  of  two- 
hundred  miles.  At  Magdeburg,  where  he  rests  three 
days,  waiting  for  the  first  handfiil  of  Foot  and  a  field- 
piece  or  two,  he  learns  that  the  Swedes  are  in  three 
parties  wide  asunder;  the  middleparty  of  them  within 
forty  miles  of  him.  Probably  stronger,  even  this 
middle  one,  than  his  small  body  (of  "Six -thousand 
Horse,  Twelve-hundred  Foot  and  three  guns");  — 
stronger,  but  capable  perhaps  of  being  surprised,  of 
being  cut  in  pieces,  before  the  others  can  come  up? 
Bathenau  is  the  nearest  skirt  of  this  middle  party: 
thither  goes  the  Kuifurst,  softly,  swiftly,  in  the  June 
night  (16-1 7th  June  1675);    gets  into  Kathenau,    by 

•  Stenzel ,  ii.  847. 
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brisk  stratagem;  tambles-out  the  Swedish  Horse-regi- 
ment there,  drives  it  back  towards  FehrbelKn. 

He  himself  follows  hard; —  swift  riding  enough,  in 
the  Bnmmer-night,  through  those  damp  Havel  lands,  in 
the  old  Hohenzollem  fashion:  and  indeed  old  Friesack 
Castle,  as  it  chances,  —  Friesack,  scene  of  Dietrich 
von  Quitzow  and  Lazy-Peg  long  since,  —  is  close  by! 
Follows  hard,  we  say:  strikes*in  upon  this  midmost 
party  (nearly  twice  his  number,  but  Infantry  for  most 
part);  and  after  fierce  fight,  done  with  good  talent  on 
both  sides,  cuts  it  into  utter  ruin,  as  proposed.  Thereby 
he  has  left  the  Swedish  Army  as  a  mere  head  and  tail 
toithout  body;  has  entirely  demolished  the  Swedish 
Army.*  Same  feat  intrinsically  as  that  done  by  Crom- 
well, on  Hamilton  and  the  Scots,  in  1648.  It  was,  so 
to  speak,  the  last  visit  Sweden  paid  to  Brandenburg, 
or  the  last  of  any  consequence;  and  ended  the  domina- 
tion of  the  Swedes  in  those  quarters.  A  thing  justly 
to  be  forever  remembered  by  Brandenburg;  —  on  a 
smallish  modem  scale,  the  Bannockbum,  Sempach, 
Marathon,  of  Brandenburg.  ** 

Exploit  Second  was  four  years  later;  in  some  sort 
a  corollary  to  this;  and  a  winding-up  of  the  Swedish 
business.  The  Swedes,  in  farther  prosecution  of  their 
Louis -Fourteenth  speculation,  had  invaded  Preussen 
this  time,  and  were  doing  sad  havoc  there.     It  was  in 

«  Stenzel,  ii.  850-357. 

••  See  Paali,  y.  161-169;  Stenzel,  ii.  885,  340-847,  854;  Kaosler,  Atla9 
des  plui  mSmorables  BataiUes,  Combats  et  Sidges,  or  Atlas  der  merkw&r^ 
digsten  Schlachten ,  Treffen  ttnd  Belageritngen  iQermAn  and  French,  Carli- 
rnhe  and  Freibarg,  1881),  p.  417,  Blatt  62. 
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the  dead  of  winter,  Christmas  1678,  more  than  four- 
hundred  miles  off;  and  the  Swedes,  to  say  nothing  of 
their  other  havoc,  were  in  a  case  to  take  Konigsberg, 
and  ruin  Prussia  altogether,  if  not  prevented.  Friedridi 
Wilhelm  starts  from  Berlin,  with  the  opening  Year,  on 
his  long  march;  the  Horse-troops  first.  Foot  to  follow 
at  their  swiftest;  he  himself  (his  Wife,  his  ever -true 
*  Louisa,'  accompanying,  as  her  wont  was)  travels,  "to- 
wards the  end,  at  the  rate  of  "sixty  miles  a  day."  He 
gets-in  still  in  time,  finds  KSnigsberg  unscathed.  Nay 
it  is  even  said,  the  Swedes  are  extensively  falling  sick; 
having,  after  a  long  fanune,  found  infinite  "pigs,  near 
Insterburg,"  in  those  remote  regions,  and  indulged  in 
the  fresh  pork  overmuch. 

I  will  not  describe  the  subsequent  manoeuvres,  which 
would  interest  nobody:  enough  if  I  say  that  on  the 
16th  of  January  1679,  it  had  become  of  the  highest 
moment  for  Friedrich  Wilhelm  to  get  from  Carwe 
(Village  near  Elbing)  on  the  shore  of  the  Frische  Haf^ 
where  he  was,  through  Konigsberg,  to  Gilge  on  the 
Curische  Haf^  where  the  Swedes  are,  —  in  a  minimum 
of  time.  Distance,  as  the  crow  flies,  is  about  a  hundred 
miles;  road,  which  skirts  the  two  Jlafs*  (wide  shallow 
Washes^  as  we  should  name  them),  is  of  rough  quality, 
and  naturally  circuitous.  It  is  ringing  frost  today,  and 
for  days  back:  —  Friedrich  Wilhelm  hastily  gathers 
all  the  sledges,  all  the  horses  of  the  district;  mounts 
some  Four- thousand  men  in  sledges;  starts,  with  the 
speed  of  light,  in  that  fashion.     Scours  along  all  day, 

•  Pauli,  V.  215-222;  Stenfel,  ii.  892-897. 
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and  after  the  intervening  bit  of  land,  again  along; 
awakening  the  icebound  silences.  Gloomy  Frische  Haf, 
wrapt  in  its  Winter  cloud-coverlids,  with  its  wastes  of 
tumbled  sand,  its  poor  frost-bound  fishing-hamlets,  pine- 
hillocks,  —  desolate- looking,  stem  as  Greenland  or 
more  so,  says  Btisching,  who  travelled  there  in  winter- 
time, * —  hears  unexpected  human  noises,  and  huge 
grinding  and  trampling;  the  Four-thousand,  in  long 
fleet  of  sledges,  scouring  across  it,  in  that  manner.  All 
day  they  rush  along,  —  out  of  the  rimy  hazes  of  morn- 
ing into  the  olive -coloured  clouds  of  evening  again,  — 
with  huge  loud -grinding  rumble;  —  and  do  arrive  in 
time  at  Gilge.  A  notable  streak  of  things,  shooting 
across  those  frozen  solitudes,  in  the  New- Year  1679; — 
little  short  of  Karl  Gustav's  feat,  which  we  heard  of,  in 
the  other  or  Danish  end  of  the  Baltic,  twenty  years  ago, 
when  he  took  Islands  without  ships. 

This  Second  Exploit,  —  suggested  or  not  by  that 
prior  one  of  Karl  Gustav  on  the  ice,  —  is  still  a  thing 
to  be  remembered  by  HohenzoUems  and  Prussians.  The 
Swedes  were  beaten  here,  on  Friedrich  Wilhelm's  rapid 
arrival;  were  driven  into  disastrous  rapid  retreat  North- 
ward; which  they  executed  in  hunger  and  cold;  fighting 
continually,  like  Northern  bears,  under  the  grim  sky; 
Friedrich  Wilhelm  sticking  to  their  skirts,  —  holding 
by  their  tail,  like  an  angry  bearward  with  steel  whip 
m  his  hand.  A  thing  which,  on  .the  small  scale,  re- 
minds one  of  Napoleon's  experiences.  Not  till  Napo- 
leon's  huge  fighting-flight,   a  Hundred -and -thirty -four 

•  Biisching's  Beitrdge  (Halle,  1789),  yI.  160. 
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years  after,  did  I  read  of  such  a  transaction  in  those 
parts.  The  Swedish  invasion  of  Preussen  has  gone 
utterly  to  ruin. 

And  this,  then,  is  the  end  of  Sweden,  and  its  bad 
neighbourhood  on  these  shores,  where  it  has  tyrannously 
sat  on  our  skirts  so  long?  Swedish  Pommem  the  Elector 
already  had:  last  year,  coming  towards  it  ever  since 
the  Exploit  of  Fehrbellin,  he  had  invaded  Swedish  Pom- 
mem; had  besieged  and  taken  Stettin,  nay  Stralsund 
too,  where  Wallenstein  had  failed;  —  cleared  Pommem 
altogether  of  its  Swedish  guests.  Who  had  tried  next 
in  Preussen,  with  what  luck  we  see.  Of  Swedish  Pom- 
mem the  Elector  might  now  say:  "Surely  it  is  mine; 
again  mine,  as  it  long  was;  well  won  a  second  time, 
since  the  first  would  not  do!"  But  no:  —  Louis  XTV. 
proved  a  gentleman  to  his  Swedes.  Louis,  now  that 
the  Peace  of  Nimwegen  had  come ,  and  only  the  Elector 
of  Brandenburg  was  still  in  harness,  said  steadily, 
though  anxious  enough  to  keep  well  with  the  Elector: 
"They  are  my  allies,  these  Swedes;  it  was  on  my  bid- 
ding they  invaded  you:  can  I  leave  them  in  such  a  pass? 
It  must  not  be!"  So  Pommem  had  to  be  given  back. 
A  miss  which  was  infinitely  grievous  to  Priedrich  Wil- 
helm.  The  most  victorious  Elector  cannot  hit  always, 
were  his  right  never  so  good. 

Ajiother  miss  which  he  had  to  put-up  with,  in  spite 
of  his  rights,  and  his  good  services,  was  that  of  the 
Silesian  Duchies.  The  Heritage-Fraternity  with  Liegnitz 
had  at  length,  in  1675,  come  to  fruit.  The  last  Duke 
of  Liegnitz  was  dead:  Duchies  of  Liegnitz,  of  Brieg, 


Cir«..XTOI.]      KOBPtjBST  PBIEDBICH  WILHELM.  77 


1667. 


Wohlan,  are  Brandenburg^s,  if  there  were  right  done! 
But  Kaiser  Leopold  in  the  scarlet  stockings  will  not 
hear  of  Heritage -Fraternity.  "Nonsense!"  answers 
Elaiser  Leopold:  ''A  thing  suppressed  at  once,  ages 
ago;  by  Lnperial  power:  flat  zero  of  a  thing,  at  this 
time;  —  and  you,  I  again  bid  you,  return  me  your 
Papers  upon  it  I"  This  latter  act  of  duty  Friedrich  Wil- 
helm  would  not  do;  but  continued  insisting.*  "  JSgem- 
dorf  at  least,  0  Kaiser  of  the  world,"  said  he;  "J%em- 
dorf,  there  is  no  colour  for  your  keeping  that!"  To 
which  the  Kaiser  again  answers,  "Nonsense!"  —  and 
even  falls-upon  astonishing  schemes  about  it,  as  we 
shall  see;  —  but  gives  nothing.  Ducal  Preussen  is 
sovereigi^,  Cleve  is  at  peace,  Hinter-Pommer^  ours;  — 
this  Elector  has  conquered  much:  but  Silesia  and  Vor- 
Pommem  and  some  other  things  he  will  have  to  do 
without  Louis  XTV.,  it  is  thought,  once  offered  to  get 
him  made  King;**  but  that  he  declined  for  the  present 

His  married  and  domestic  life  is  very  fine  and  human; 
especially  with  that  Oranien-Nassau  Princess,  who  was 
his  first  Wife  (1646-1667):  Princess  Louisa  of  Nassau- 
Orange;  Aunt  to  our  own  Dutch  William,  King 
William  m. ,  in  time  coming.  An  excellent  wise  Prin- 
cess; from  whom  came  the  Orange  Heritages,  which 
afterwards  proved  difficult  to  settle:  —  Orange  was  at 
last  exchanged  for  the  small  Principality  of  Neufchatel 
in  Switzerland,  which  is  Prussia's  ever  since.  "Oranien- 
burg  { Orange 'BurgY^    a  Royal  Country-house,    still 

•  Paali,  T.  821.  ••  lb.  vil.  216. 
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standing,  some  Twenty  miles  northwards  from  Berlin 
was  tliis  Lonisa^s  place:  she  had  trimmed  it  up  into  c 
little  jewel,  of  the  Dutch  type,  —  potherb  gardens 
training-schools  for  young  girls,  and  the  like;  —  a  fisi 
vourite  abode  of  hers,  when  she  was  at  liberty  for  re 
creation.  But  her  life  was  busy  and  earnest;  she  wai 
helpmate,  not  in  name  only,  to  an  everbusy  man.  Thej 
were  married  young;  a  marriage  of  love  withal.  Tonn^ 
Friedrich  Wilhelm's  courtship,  wedding  in  Holland;  th< 
honest  trustful  walk  and  conversation  of  the  two  Sovereigi 
Spouses,  their  joumeyings  together,  their  mutual  hopes 
fears  and  manifold  vicissitudes;  till  Death,  with  stem 
beauty,  shut  it  in;  —  all  is  human,  true  and  wholesome 
in  it;  interesting  to  look  upon,  and  rare  among  so 
vereign  persons. 

Not  but  that  he  had  his  troubles  with  his  woman 
kind.  Even  with  this  his  first  Wife,  whom  he  lovei 
truly,  and  who  truly  loved  him,  there  were  scenes;  th« 
Lady  having  a  judgment  of  her  own  about  everythin| 
that  passed,  and  the  Man  being  choleric  withal.  Some 
times,  I  have  heard,  "he  would  dash  his  Hat  at  he: 
feet,"  saying  symbolically,  "Govern  you,  then.  Madam 
Not  the  Kurftirst-Hat;  a  Coif  is  my  wear,  it  seems!"' 
Yet  her  judgment  was  good;  and  he  liked  to  have  it  01 
the  weightiest  things,  though  her  powers  of  sileno 
might  halt  now  and  then.  He  has  been  known,  on  oc 
casion,  to  run  from  his  Privy-Council  to  her  apartmeni 
while  a  complex  matter  was  debating,  to  ask  her  opinioi 

•  FSrster,  Priedrich  WiUielm  I.  Kdnig  von  Preussen  (Polsdam,  1834 
i.  177. 
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hers  too,  before  it  was  decided.  Excellent  Louisa; 
Princess  fall  of  beautiful  piety,  good-sense  and  affection; 
a  touch  of  the  Nassau -Heroic  in  her.  At  the  moment 
of  ber  death,  it  is  said,  when  speech  had  fled,  he  felt, 
from  ber  band  which  lay  in  his,  three  slight,  slight 
pressures:  "Farewell!"  thrice  mutely  spoken  in  that 
manner,  —  not  easy  to  forget  in  this  world.  * 

His  second  Wife,  Dorothea,  —  who  planted  the 
Lindens  in  Berlin,  and  did  other  husbandries,  of  whom 
we  bave  heard,  —  fell  far  short  of  Louisa  in  many 
things;  but  not  in  tendency  to  advise,  to  remonstrate, 
and  plaintively  reflect  on  the  flnished  and  unalterable. 
Dreadfully  thrifty  lady,  moreover;  did  much  in  dairy- 
produce,  farming  of  town-rates,  provision-taxes,  not  to 
speak  again  of  that  Tavern  she  was  thought  to  have  in 
ui  Berlin,  and  to  draw  custom  to  in  an  oblique  manner! 
Wbat  scenes  she  had  with  Frederick  her  stepson,  we 
have  seen.  "Ah,  I  have  not  my  Louisa  now:  to  whom 
now  sball  I  run  for  advice  or  help!"  would  the  poor 
Kurftirst  at  times  exclaim. 

He  had  some  trouble,  considerable,  now  and  then, 
with  mutinous  spirits  in  Preussen;  men  standing  on 
antique  Prussian  franchises  and  parchments;  refusing  to 
see  that  the  same  were  now  antiquated,  incompatible, 
not  to  say  impossible,  as  the  new  Sovereign  alleged; 
and  carrying  themselves  very  stiffly  at  times.  But  the 
HohenzoUems  had  been  used  to  such  things:  a  Hohen- 
zoUem  like  this  one  would  evidently  take  his  measures, 
soft  but  strong,   and  ever  stronger  to  the  needftd  pitch, 

•  Wegftthrer:  Leb en  der  KurfUntin  Luiae  (Leipzig,  1888),  p.  175. 
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with  mutinous  spirits.  One  Biirgermeist^  of  K5mg8- 
berg,  after  much  stroking  on  the  back,  was  at  lengtik 
seized  in  open  Hall,  by  Electoral  writ,  —  soldiero 
having  first  gently  barricaded  the  principal  streets,  and 
brought  cannon  to  bear  upon  them.  This  Bfirgermeister, 
seized  in  such  brief  way,  lay  prisoner  for  life;  refusing 
to  ask  his  liberty,  though  it  was  thought  he  might  have 
had  it  on  asking.* 

Another  gentleman,  a  Baron  von  Kalkstein,  of  old 
Teutsch-Eitter  kin,  of  very  high  ways,  in  the  Provin- 
cial Estates  (Stdnde)  and  elsewhere,  got  into  lofty  almost 
soHtary  opposition,  and  at  length  into  mutiny  proper, 
against  the  new  "Non-Polish"  Sovereign,  and  flatly  re- 
fused to  do  homage  at  his  accession.  Eeftised,  Kalk- 
stein did,  for  his  share ;  fled  to  Warsaw;  and  very  fiercely, 
in  a  loud  manner,  carried  on  his  mutinies  in  ihe  Diets 
and  Court- Conclaves;  his  plea  being,  or  plea  for  the 
time,  "Poland  is  our  liege  lord"  (which  it  was  not  al- 
ways),, "and  we  cannot  be  transferred  to  you,  except 
by  our  consent  asked  and  given,"  —  which  too  had 
been  a  little  neglected  on  the  former  occasion  of  transfer. 
So  that  the  Great  Elector  knew  not  what  to  do  with 
Kalkstein;  and  at  length  (as  the  case  was  pressing)  had 
him  kidnapped  by  his  Ambassador  at  Warsaw;  had  him 
"rolled  into  a  carpet"  there,  and  carried  swiftly  in  the 
Ambassador's  coach,  in  the  form  of  luggage;  over  the 
firontier,  into  his  native  Province,  there  to  be  judged, 
and,  in  the  end  (since  nothing  else  would  serve  him), 
to  have  the  sentence  executed,  and  his  head  cut  o£P, 

*  Horn:  Das  Leben  Friedrich  Wilhelms  des  Grosaen  (Berlin,  1814),  p.  6S. 
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FojT  the  case  was  pressing!*  —  These  things,  espe- 
cially this  of  Kalkstein  with  a  boisterous  Polish  Diet 
and  parliamentary  eloquence  in  the  rear  of  him,  gave 
rise  to  criticisms;  and  required  management  on  the  part 
of  ihe  Great  Elector. 

• 

Of  all  his  Ancestors,  our  little  Frits,  when  he  grew 
big,  admired  this  one.  A  man  made  like  himself  in 
many  points.  He  seems  really  to  have  loved  and 
honoured  this  one.  In  the  year  1750  there  had  been 
a  new  Cathedral  got  finished  at  Berlin;  the  ancestral 
bones  had  to  be  shifted  over  from  the  vaults  of  the  old 
one,  —  the  burying-place  ever  since  Joachim  11.,  that 
Joachim  who  drew  his  sword  on  Alba.  "King  Fried- 
"rich,  with  some  attendants,  witnessed  the  operation, 
"January  1750.  When  the  Ghreat  Kurftot's  coffin 
"came,  he  made  them  open  it;  gazed  in  silence  on  the 
"features  for  some  time,  which  were  perfectly  recogni- 
" sable;  laid  his  hand  on  the  hand  long-dead,  and  said, 
^^^ Messieurs^  celui-ci  a  fait  de  grandee  choses  (This  one 
"did  a  great  work)!'"** 

He  died,  29th  April  1688;  —  looking  with  intense 
interest  upon  Dutch  William^s  preparations  to  produce 
a  Glorious  Eevolution  in  diis  Island;  being  always  of 
an  ardent  Protestant  feeling,  and  a  sincerely  religious 
man.  Friedrich,  Crown-Prince,  age  then  thirty-one, 
and  already  married  a  second  time,  was  of  course  left 
Chief  Heir;  —  who,  as  we  see,  has  not  declined  the 
Kingship,  when  a  chance  for  it  offered.     There  were 

*  Horn,  pp.  80-83.  **  See  Preass,  i.  270. 

Carlyle,  Frederic  the  Great,  11,  6 
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four  Half-brothers  of  Friedricli,  too,  who  got  apanages, 
appointments.  They  had  at  one  tune  confidently  looked 
for  much  more,  their  Mother  being  busy;  but  were 
obliged  to  be  content,  and  conform  to  the  Gera  Bond 
and  fundamental  Laws  of  the  Country.  They  are  en- 
titled Margraves;  —  two  of  whom  left  children.  Mar- 
graves of  Brandenburg-Schwedt,  Heermeister  (Head  of 
the  Malta-Eoiighthood)  at  Sonnenburg,  Statthalters  in 
Magdeburg,  or  I  know  not  what;  whose  names  turn-up 
confusedly  in  the  Prussian  Books;  and,  except  as  tem- 
porary genealogical  puzzles,  are  not  of  much  moment 
to  the  Foreign  reader.  Happily  there  is  nothing  else 
in  the  way  of  Princes  of  the  Blood,  in  our  little  Fried- 
rich's  time;  and  happily  what  concern  he  had  with 
them,  or  wil^  the  sons  of  those,  will  not  be  abstruse  to 
us,  if  occasion  rise. 
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CHAPTER  XIX. 

KING  FBIEDRICH  I.  AGAIN. 

We  said  tlie  Great  Elector  never  could  work  his 
Silesian  Dnchies  out  of  Kaiser  Leopold's  grip:  to  all 
his  urgencies,  the  little  Kaiser  in  red  stockings  an- 
swered only  in  evasions,  refusals;  and  would  quit  no- 
thing. We  noticed  also  what  quarrels  the  young  Elec- 
toral Prince,  Friedrich,  afterwards  King,  had  got  into 
with  his  Stepmother;  —  suddenly  feeling  poisoned  after 
dinner,  running  to  his  Aunt  at  Oassel,  coming  back  on 
treaty,  and  the  like.  These  are  two  facts  which  the 
reader  knows:  and  out  of  these  two  grew  a  third,  which 
it  is  fit  he  should  know. 

In  his  last  years,  the  Ghreat  Elector,  worn-out  with 
labour,  and  harassed  with  such  domestic  troubles  over 
and  above,  had  evidently  fallen  much  under  his  Wife's 
management;  cutting-out  large  apanages  (clear  against 
the  Gera  Bond)  for  her  children;  —  longing  probably 
for  quiet  in  his  family  at  any  price.  As  to  the  poor 
young  Prince,  negotiated  back  from  Cassel,  he  lived 
remote,  and  had  fallen  into  open  disfavour,  —  with 
a  very  ill  efifect  upon  his  funds,  for  one  thing.  His 
Father  kept  him  somewhat  tight  on  the  money  side, 
it  is  alleged;  and  he  had  rather  a  turn  for  spending 
money  handsomely.  He  was  also  in  some  alarm  about 
the  proposed  apanages  to  his  Half-Brothers,  the  Mar- 

6* 
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gi'aves  above  mentioned,  of  which  there  were  rumours 
going. 

How  Austria  settled  the  Silesian  Clams. 

Now  in  these  circumstances  the  Austrian  Court,  who 
at  this  time  (1685)  greatly  needed  the  Elector^s  help 
against  Turks  and  others,  and  found  him  very  urgent 
about  these  Silesian  Duchies  of  his,  fell  upon  what  I 
must  call  a  very  extraordinary  shift  for  getting  rid  of 
the  Silesian  question.  ^'Serene  Highness,^'  said  they, 
by  their  Ambassador  at  Berlin,  *'to  end  these  trouble- 
some talks,  and  to  liquidate  all  claims,  admissible  and 
inadmissible,  about  Silesia,  the  Imperial  Majesty  will 
give  you  an  actual  bit  of  Territory,  valuable,  tJiough 
not  so  large  as  you  expected  !^^  The  Elector  listens 
with  both  ears:  What  Territory,  then?  The  "Circle 
of  Schwiebus,'^  hanging  on  the  north-western  edge  of 
Silesia,  contiguous  to  the  Elector's  own  Dominions  in 
tihese  Frankfiirt-on-the-Oder  regions:  this  the  generous 
Imperial  Majesty  proposes  to  give  in  fee -simple  to 
Friedrich  Wilhelm,  and  so  to  end  the  matter.  Truly 
a  most  small  patch  of  Territory  in  comparison;  not 
bigger  than  an  English  Rutlandshire,  to  say  nothing 
of  soil  and  climate!  But  then  again  it  was  an  actual 
patch  of  territory;  not  a  mere  parchment  shadow  of 
one:  this  last  was  a  tempting  point  to  the  old  harasssed 
Elector.  Such  Mendly  ofPer  they  made  him,  I  think, 
in  1685,  at  the  time  they  were  getting  8,000  of  his 
troops  to  march  against  the  Turks  for  them;  a  very 
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needful  service  at  the  moment.  "By  the  by,  do  not 
march  through  Silesia,  you!  —  Or  march  faster!"  said 
the  cautious  Austrians  on  this  occasion:  "Other  roads 
will  answer  better  than  Silesia!"  said  they.*  Baron 
Freytag,  their  Ambassador  at  Berlin,  had  negotiated 
the  affair  so  fai*:  "Circle  of  Schwiebus,"  said  Frey- 
tag, "and  let  us  have  done  with  these  thorny  talks!" 

But  Baron  Freytag  had  been  busy,  in  the  mean 
while,  with  the  young  Prince;  secretly  offering  sym- 
pathy, counsel,  help;  of  all  which  the  poor  Prince 
stood  in  need  enough.  "We  will  help  you  in  that 
dangerous  matter  of  the  Apanages,"  said  Freytag; 
"Help  you  in  all  things,"  —  (I  suppose  he  would  say), 
—  "necessary  pocket-money  is  not  a  thing  your  High- 
ness need  want!"  And  thus  Baron  Freytag,  what  is 
very  curious,  had  managed  to  bargain  beforehand  with 
the  young  Prince,  That  directly  on  coming  to  power, 
he  would  give-up  Schwiebus  again,  should  the  offer  of 
Schwiebus  be  accepted  by  Papa.  To  which  effect  Ba- 
ron Freytag  held  a  signed  Bond,  duly  executed  by  the 
young  man,  before  Papa  had  concluded  at  all.  Which 
is  very  curious  indeed!  — 

Poor  old  Papa,  worn-out  with  troubles,  accepted 
Schwiebus  in  liquidation  of  all  claims  (8th  April  1686), 
and  a  few  days  after  set  his  men  on  march  against  the 
Turks:  —  and,  exactly  two  months  beforehand,  on  the 
8th  of  February  last,  the  Prince  had  signed  Ms  secret 
engagement,  That  Schwiebus  should  be  a  mere  phan- 
tasm to  Papa;  that  he,  the  Prince,  would  iftft\OT^  \\.  wi. 

*  PauH,  V.  827,  382. 
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his  accession.  Both  these  singular  Parchments,  signed, 
sealed  and  done  in  the  due  legal  form,  lay  simultane- 
ously in  Freytag's  hand;  and  propably  enough  they 
exist  yet,  in  some  dusty  comer,  among  the  solemn 
sheepskins  of  the  world.  This  is  literally  the  plan  hit 
upon  by  an  Imperial  Court,  to  assist  a  young  Prince 
in  his  pecuniary  and  other  difficulties,  and  get  rid 
of  Silesian  claims.  Plan  actually  not  unlike  that  of 
swindling  money-lenders  to  a  young  gentleman  in  diffi- 
culties, and  of  manageable  turn,  who  has  got  into  their 
hands. 

The  Great  Elector  died  two  years  after;  Schwiebus 
then  in  his  hand.  The  new  Elector,  once  instructed  as 
to  the  nature  of  the  affair,  refused  to  give-up  Schwie- 
bus;* declared  the  transaction  a  swindle:  —  and  in 
fact,  for  seven  years  more,  retained  possession  of  Schwie- 
bus. But  the  Austrian  Court  insisted,  with  emphasis, 
at  length  with  threats  (no  insuperable  pressure  from 
Louis,  or  the  Turks,  at  this  time);  the  poor  cheated 
Elector  had,  at  last,  to  give-up  Schwiebus,  in  terms  of 
his  promise.**  He  took  act  that  it  had  been  a  sur- 
reptitious transaction,  palmed  upon  him  while  igno- 
rant, and  while  without  the  least  authority  or  power 
to  make  such  a  promise;  that  he  was  not  bound 
by  it,  nor  would  be,  except  on  compulsion  thus  far: 
and  as  to  binding  Brandenburg  by  it,  how  could 
he,  at  that  period  of  his  history,  bind  Brandenburg? 
Brandenburg  was  not  then  his  to  bind,  any  more  than 
China  was. 

*  19th  September  1689  (Paali,  vii.  74).        •«  Slat  December  1694. 


CHAP.  XIX.]  KING  PRIEDRICH  I.  AGAIN.  87 

1694. 

His  Baths  had  advised  Friedrich  against  giving-np 
Schwiebus  in  that  manner.  But  his  answer  is  on  re- 
cord: "I  mnst,  I  will  and  shall  keep  my  own  word. 
"But  my  rights  on  Silesia,  which  I  could  not,  and  do 
"not  in  these  unjust  circumstances,  compromise,  I  leave 
"intact  for  my  posterity  to  prosecute.  If  God  and  the 
"course  of  events  order  it  no  otherwise  than  now,  we 
"must  be  content  But  if  God  shall  one  day  send  the 
"opportunity,  those  that  come  after  me  will  know  what 
"they  have  to  do  in  such  case."*  And  so  Schwiebus 
was  given  up,  the  Austrians  paying  back  what  Bran- 
denburg had  laid-out  in  improving  it,  "250,000  gulden 
(25,000/.);"  —  and  the  Hand  of  Power  had  in  this 
way,  finally  as  it  hoped,  settled  an  old  troublesome 
account  of  Brandenburg^s.  Settled  the  Silesian-Duchies 
Claim,  by  the  temporary  Phantasm  of  a  Gift  of  Schwie- 
bus. That  is  literally  the  Liegnitz-JSgerndorf  case; 
and  the  reader  is  to  note  it  and  remember  it.  For  it 
will  turn-up  again  in  History.  The  Hand  of  Power  is 
very  strong:  but  a  stronger  may  perhaps  get  hold  of 
its  knuckles  one  day,  at  an  advantageous  time,  and  do 
a  feat  upon  it 

The  "eventual  succession  to  East-Friesland,"  which 
had  been  promised  by  the  Eeich  some  ten  years  ago, 
to  the  Great  Elector,  "for  what  he  had  done  against 
"the  Turks,  and  what  he  had  suffered  from  those 
"Swedish  Invasions,  in  the  Common  Cause:"  this  sha- 
dow of  Succession,  the  Kaiser  now  said,  should  not  be 
haggled-with  any  more;  but  be  actually  realised,  and 

•  Paali,  Tii.  160 
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the  Imperial  sanction  to  it  now  given,  —  effeet  to 
follow  if  the  Friesland  Line  died  out.  Let  this  be 
some  consolation  for  the  loss  of  Schwiebos  and  your 
Silesian  Duchies.  Here  in  Friesland  is  the  ghost  of 
a  going  one:  phantasms  you  shall  not  want  for;  but 
the  Hand  of  Power  parts  not  with  its  realities,  how- 
ever come  by. 

His  real  Character. 

Poor  Friedrich  led  a  conspicuous  life  as  Elector 
and  King;  but  no  public  feat  he  did  now  concerns  us 
like  this  private  one  of  Schwiebus.  Historically  im- 
portant, this,  and  requiring  to  be  remembered,  while 
so  mudi  else  demands  mere  oblivion  from  us.  He  was 
a  spirited  man;  did  soldierings,  fine  Siege  of  Bonn 
(July  —  October  1689),  sieges  and  campaignings,  in 
person,  —  valiant  in  action,  royal  especially  in  pa- 
tience there,  —  during  that  Third  War  of  Louis-Four- 
teenth's, the  Treaty-of-Kyswick  one.  All  through  the 
Fourth,  or  Spanish  Succession-War,  his  Prussian  Ten- 
Thousand,  led  by  fit  generals,  showed  eminentiy  what 
stuff  they  were  made  of.  Witness  Leopold  of  Anhalt- 
Dessau  (still  a  young  Dessauer)  on  the  field  of  Blen- 
heim; —  Leopold  had  the  right  wing  there,  and  saved 
Prince  Eugene  who  was  otiierwise  blown  to  pieces, 
while  Marlborough  stormed  and  conquered  on  the  left 
Witness  the  same  Dessauer  on  the  field  of  HochstHdt 
the  year  before,*  how  he  managed  the  retreat  there. 

*  Varnhagen  von  Ense:  ^o^raphuche  Denkmale  (Berlin,  1846),  il.  166. 
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Or  see  him  at  the  Bridge  of  Casano  (1705);  in  the 
Lines  of  Turin  (1706);*  wherever  hot  service  was  on 
hand.  At  Malplaquet,  in  those  murderous  inexpugnable 
French  Lines,  bloodiest  of  obstinate  Fights  (upwards 
of  Thirtj-thousand  left  on  the  ground),  the  Prussians 
brag  that  it  was  they  who  picked  their  way  through  a 
certain  peat-bog,  reckoned  impassable;  and  got  fairly 
in  upon  the  French  wing,  —  to  the  huge  comfort  of 
Marlborough,  and  little  Eugene  his  brisk  comrade  on 
that  occasion.  Marlborough  knew  well  the  worth  of 
these  Prussian  troops,  and  also  how  to  stroke  his  Ma- 
jesty into  continuing  them  in  the  field. 

He  was  an  expensive  King,  surrounded  by  cabals, 
by  Wartenbergs  male  and  female,  by  whirlpools  of  in- 
trigues, which,  now  that  the  game  is  over,  become 
very  foi^ttable.  But  one  finds  he  was  a  strictly  honour- 
able man;  with  a  certain  height  and  generosity  of  mind, 
capable  of  other  nobleness  than  the  upholstery  kind. 
He  had  what  we  may  call  a  hard  life  of  it;  did  and 
soffered  a  good  deal  in  his  day  and  generation,  not  at 
aU  in  a  dishonest  or  unmanful  manner.  Li  fact,  he  is 
quite  recognisably  a  HohenzoUem,  —  with  his  back 
half-broken.  Headers  recollect  that  sad  accident:  how 
the  Nurse,  in  one  of  those  head-long  journeys  which 
his  Father  and  Mother  were  always  making,  let  the 
poor  child  fall  or  jerk  backward;  and  spoiled  him  much, 
and  indeed  was  thought  to  have  killed  him,  by  that 
piece  of  inattention.   He  was  not  yet  Hereditary  Prince, 

*  Des  wellberUhmten  FUrstens  Leopoldi  von  Anhalt-Dessau  Leben  nnd 
TktUn  (Leipzig.  1742,  anonymons,  by  one  Michael  Ranfft),  pp.  53,  CI. 
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he  was  only  second  son:  but  the  elder  died;  and  he 
became  Elector,  Eling;  and  had  to  go  with  his  spine 
distorted,  —  distortion  not  glaringly  conspicuous,  though 
undeniable;  —  and  to  act  the  HohenzoUem  so.  Nay 
who  knows  but  it  was  this  very  jerk,  and  the  half- 
ruin  of  his  nervous  system,  —  this  doubled  wish  to  be 
beautiful,  and  this  crooked-back  capable  of  being  hid 
or  decorated  into  straightness,  —  that  first  set  the  poor 
man  on  thinking  of  expensive  omamentalities,  and 
Kingships  in  particular?  History  will  forgive  the  Nurse 
in  that  case. 

Perhaps  History  has  dwelt  too  much  on  the  blind 
side  of  this  expensive  King.  Toland,  on  entering  his 
country,  was  struck  rather  with  the  signs  of  good  ad- 
ministration everywhere.  No  sooner  have  you  crossed 
the  Prussian  Border,  out  of  Westphalia,  says  Toland, 
than  smooth  highways,  well-tilled  fields,  and  a  general 
air  of  industry  and  regularity,  are  evident:  solid  mile- 
stones, brass-bound  and  with  brass  inscription,  tell  the 
traveller  where  he  is ;  who  finds  due  guidance  of  finger- 
posts, too,  and  the  blessing  of  habitable  inns.  The 
people  seem  all  to  be  busy,  diligently  occupied;  vil- 
lages reasonably  swept  and  whitewashed;  —  never  was 
a  better  set  of  Parish  Churches;  whether  newbuilt  or 
or  old,  they  are  all  in  brand-new  repair.  The  contrast 
with  Westphalia  is  immediate  and  great;  but  indeed 
that  was  a  sad  country,  to  anybody  but  a  patient 
Toland,  who  knows  the  causes  of  phenomena.  No  inns 
there,  except  of  the  naturally  savage  sort.  "A  man  is 
"very  happy  if  he  finds  clean  straw  to  sleep  on,  with- 
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"out  expecting  sheets  or  coverings;  let  him  readily  dis- 
"pense  with  plates,  forks  and  napkins,  if  he  can  get 
"anything  to  eat"  "He  must  be  content  to  have  the 
"cows,  swine  and  poultry  for  his  fellow-lodgers,  and  to 
"go  in  at  the  same  passage  that  the  smoke  comes  out 
"at,  for  there's  no  other  vent  for  it  but  the  door;  which 
"makes  foreigners  commonly  say  that  the  people  of 
"Westphalia  enter  their  houses  by  the  chimney."  And 
observe  withal:  "This  is  the  reason  why  their  beef  and 
"hams  are  so  finely  prepared  and  ripened;  for  the  fire- 
"place  being  backwards,  the  smoke  must  spread  over 
"all  the  house  before  it  gets  to  the  door;  which  makes 
"every  thing  within  of  a  russet  or  sable  colour,  not 
"excepting  the  hands  and  faces  of  the  meaner  sort.* 
If  Prussia  yield  to  Westphalia  in  ham,  in  all  else  she 
is  strikingly  superior. 

He  founded  Universities,  this  poor  King;  Univer- 
sity of  Halle;  Boyal  Academy  of  Berlin,  Leibnitz  pro- 
dding: he  fought  for  Protestantism;  —  did  what  he 
could  for  the  cause  of  Cosmos  versus  Chaos,  after  his 
fashion.  The  magnificences  of  his  Charlottenburgs, 
Oranienburgs  and  numerous  Country-houses  make 
Toland  almost  poetic.  An  affable  kindly  man  withal, 
though  quick  of  temper;  his  word  sacred  to  him.  A  man 
of  many  troubles,  and  acquainted  with  "the  infinitely 
little  (Tmfinement  petit^^  as  his  Queen  termed  it. 

*  An  Account  of  the  Courts  of  Prussia  and  Hanover,  by  Mr.  Toland 
(cited  already) ,  p.  4. 
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CHAPTER  XX. 

DEATH  OF  KING  FRIEDRICH  I. 

Old  King  Friedrich  I.  had  not  much  more  to  do  in . 
the  world,  after  witnessing  the  christening  of  his  Grand- 
son of  like  name.  His  leading-forth  or  sending-forth  of 
troops,  his  multiplex  negotiations,  solemn  ceremonials, 
sad  changes  of  ministry,  sometimes  transacted  ^^with 
tears,"  are  mostly  ended;  the  ever- whirling  dust-yortex 
of  intrigues,  of  which  he  has  been  the  centre  for  a 
five-and-tweniy  years,  is  settling  down  finally  towards 
everlasting  rest.  No  more  will  Marlborough  come  and 
dextrously  talk  him  over,  —  proud  to  "serve  as  cup- 
bearer," on  occasion,  to  so  high  a  King,  —  for  new 
bodies  of  men  to  help  in  the  next  campaign:  we  have 
ceased  to  be  a  King  worthy  of  such  a  cupbearer;  and 
Marlborough's  campaigns  too  are  all  ended. 

Much  is  ended.  They  are  doing  the  sorrowful 
Treaty  of  Utrecht;  Louis  XIV.  himself  is  ending; 
moumftilly  shrunk  into  the  comer,  with  his  Missal  and 
his  Maintenon;  looking  back,  with  just  horror,  on 
Europe  four  times  set  ablaze  for  the  sake  of  one  poor 
mortal  in  big  periwig,  to  no  purpose.  Jjucky  if  perhaps 
Missal-work,  orthodox  litanies,  and  even  Protestant 
Dragonades,  can  have  virtue  to  wipe  out  such  a  score 
against  a  man!  Unhappy  Louis:  the  sun-bright  gold 
has  become  dim  as  copper;  we  rose  in  storms,  and  we 


CHAP.  XX.]  DEATH  OP  KING  PRIEDBICH  L  93 


1713. 


are  setting  in  watery  clouds.  The  Kaiser  himself 
(Karl  YI.,  Leopold^s  Son,  Joseph  I.'s  younger  Brother) 
will  have  to  conform  to  this  Treaty  of  Utrecht:  what 
other  possibility  for  him? 

The  English,  always  a  wonderful  Nation,  foi^ht 
and  subsidied  £rom  side  to  side  of  Europe  for  this 
Spanish-Succession  business;  fought  ten  years,  such 
fighting  as  they  never  did  before  or  since,  tmder  *'  John 
Doke  of  Marlborough,*^  who,  as  is  well  known,  "beat 
the  French  thorough  and  thorough."  French  entirely 
beaten  at  last,  not  without  heroic  difficulty  and  as  noble 
talent  as  was  ever  shown  in  diplomacy  and  wBr,  are 
ready  to  do  your  will  in  all  things;  in  this  of  giving- 
ap  Spain,  among  others:  —  whereupon  the  English  turn 
,  round,  with  a  sudden  new  thought,  "No,  we  will  have 
our  wiU  done;  it  shall  be  the  other  way,  the  way  it 
wMj  —  now  that  we  bethink  ourselves,  after  all  this 
%hting  for  our  will!"  And  make  Peace  on  those 
terms,  as  if  no  War  had  been;  and  accuse  the  great 
Marlborough  of  many  things,  of  theft  for  one.  A  won- 
derful People;  and  in  their  Continental  Politics  (which 
indeed  consist  chiefly  of  Subsidies)  thrice  wonderful. 
So  the  Treaty  of  Utrecht  is  transacting  itself;  which 
that  of  Bastadt,  on  the  part  of  Kaiser  and  Empire,  un- 
able to  get-on  without  Subsidies,  will  have  to  follow: 
and  after  such  quantities  of  powder  burnt,  and  coura- 
geous lives  wasted,  general  As-you-were  is  the  result 
arrived  at 

Old  Friedrich's  Ambassadors  are  present  at  Utrecht, 
jangling  and  pleading  among  the  rest;  at  Berlin  too  the 
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despatch  of  business  goes  lumbering  on:  but  wbat 
thing,  in  the  shape  of  business,  at  Utrecht  or  at  Berlin, 
is  of  much  importance  to  the  old  man?  Seems  as  if 
Europe  itself  were  waxing  dim,  and  sinking  to  stupid 
sleep,  —  as  we,  in  our  poor  royal  person,  full  surely 
are.  A  Crown  has  been  achieved,  and  diamond  but- 
tons worth  1500  Z.  a-piece:  but  what  is  a  Crown,  and 
what  are  buttons,  after  all?  —  I  suppose  the  tattle  and 
singeries  of  little  Wilhelmina,  whom  he  would  spend 
whole  days  with;  this  and  occasional  visits  to  a  young 
Fritzchen's  cradle,  who  is  thriving  moderately,  and  will 
speak  and  do  aperies  one  .day,  —  are  his  main  solace- 
ments  in  the  days  that  are  passing.  Much  of  this  Fried- 
riches  life  has  gone-off  like  the  smoke  of  fireworks,  has 
faded  sorrowftilly,  and  proved  phantasmal.  Here  is  an 
old  Autograph  Note,  written  by  him  at  the  side  of  that 
Cradle,  and  touching  on  a  slight  event  there;  which, 
as  it  connects  two  venerable  Correspondents  and 
their  Seventeenth  Century  with  a  grand  Phenomenon 
of  the  Eighteenth,  we  will  insert  here.  The  old  King 
addresses  his  older  Mother-in-law,  famed  Electress 
Sophie  of  Hanover,  in  these  terms  (spelling  cor- 
rected) : 

"Charlottenburg,  den  80  August  1712. 
"Ew,  Churf.  DurcMaucht  werden  sick  zweifelsohne  rmt  uns  er- 
*^freuen,  doss  der  kleinePrintz(Fimz)  Fritz  nuJmmero  (nunmehr) 
"  6  Zehne  (Zfihne)  hat  und  ohne  die  geringsie  incommoditet  (-tat). 
^^  Daraus  kann  man  auch  die  predestination  sehen ,  doss  alle  seine 
^^BrUder  hahen  daran  sterben  miissen^  dieser  aber  bekotnmt  sie 
*'  ohne  Miihe  tde  seine  Schwesier,    Gott  erhalte  Urn  uns  noch  lange 
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^zum  trohst  (Trost),  in  dessen  Schutz  ich  dieselhe  ergehe  und 
*^lebensl€tng  verbleibe, 

^Ew.  Churf.  DurdU.  gehorsamster  Diener  und  treuer  Sohn^ 

"FridebichB."* 

Of  which  this  is  the  literal  English: 

"Your  Electoral  Serenity  will  doubtless  rejoice  with  us 
"that  the  little  Prince  Fritz  has  now  got  his  sixth  tooth  with- 
"out  the  least  incommodUd.  And  therein  we  may  trace  a  pre- 
"destmation,  inasmuch  as  his  Brothers  died  of  teething"  (Not 
of  cannon-sound  and  weight  of  head-gear,  then,  your  Majesty 
thinks  f  That  were  a  painful  thought  I);  "and  this  one,  as  his 
"Sister"  (Wilhelmina)  "did,  gets  them"  (the  teeth)  "without 
"trouble.  God  preserve  him  long  for  a  comfort  to  us :  —  to 
"whose  protection  I  commit  Dieselhe^^  (Your  Electoral  High- 
mess^  in  ike  third  person) ,  "  and  remain  lifelong,  Your  Electoral 
"Highness's  most  obedient  Servant  and  true  Son, 

Fbieorich  Rex." 

One  of  Friedrich  Eex's  worst  adventures  was  his 
latest;  commenced  some  five  or  six  years  ago  (1708), 
and  now  not  far  from  terminating.  He  was  a  Widower, 
of  weakly  constitution,  towards  fifty:  his  beautiful  inge- 
nious "Serena,"  with  all  her  Theologies,  pinch-of-snuff 
Coronations  and  other  earthly  troubles,  was  dead;  and 
the  task  of  continuing  the  Hohenzollem  progeny,  given 
over  to  Friedrich  Wilhelm  the  Prince  Boyal,  was 
thought  to  be  in  good  hands.  Majesty  Friedrich  with 
the  weak  back  had  retired,  in  1708,  to  Carlsbad,  to 
rest  from  his  cares;  to  take  the  salutary  waters,  and 

*  PreoM :  Friedrich  der  Grosse  (Uistorische  Shizze,  Berlin,  1838),  p.  380. 
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recruit  his  weak  nerves  a  little.  Here  in  the  oonrse  • 
confidential  promenadings,  it  was  hinted,  it  was  repr 
sented  to  him  by  some  pick-thank  of  a  courtier,  Th. 
the  task  of  continuing  the  HohenzoUem  progeny  d: 
not  seem  to  prosper  in  the  present  good  hands;  th; 
Sophie  Dorothee,  Princess  Koyal,  had  already  bom  tm 
royal  infants  which  had  speedily  died;  that  in  fact 
was  to  be  gathered  from  the  medical  men,  if  not  fra: 
their  words,  then  from  their  looks  and  cautious  innoei 
dos,  that  Sophie  Dorothee,  Princess  Koyal,  would  nev( 
produce  a  Prince  or  even  Princess  that  would  liv( 
which  task,  therefore,  did  now  again  seem  to  devoh 
upon  his  Majesty,  if  his  Majesty  had  not  insuperabi 
objections?  Majesty  had  no  insuperable  objectioikj 
old  Majesty  listened  to  the  flattering  tale;  and,  sm 
enough,  he  smarted  for  it  in  a  signal  manner. 

By  due  industry,  a  Princess  was  fixed  upon  fi 
Bride,  Princess  Sophie  Louisa  of  Mecklenbmrg-Schwi 
rin,  age  now  twenty-four:  she  was  got  as  Wife,  an 
came  home  to  Berlin  in  all  pomp;  —  but  good  can 
not  with  her  to  anybody  there.  Not  only  did  she  brin 
the  poor  old  man  no  children,  which  was  a  fault  to  I 
overlooked,  considering  Sophie  Dorothee's  success;  bi 
she  brought  a  querulous,  weak  and  self-sufficient  femiil 
humour;  found  his  religion  heterodox,  —  he  being  Ca 
vinist,  and  perhaps  even  lax-Calvinist,  she  Lutheran  t 
the  Prussian  Nation  is,  and  strict  to  the  bone:  —  heti 
rodox  wholly,  to  the  length  of  no  salvation  possibh 
and  times  rose  on  the  Berlin  Court  such  as  had  nevi 
been  seen  before!     "No  salvation  possible,  says  m 
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Dearest?  Hah!  And  an  innocent  Court -Mask  or 
Dancing  Soiree  is  criminal  in  the  sight  of  God  and  of 
the  Qneen?  And  we  are  children  of  wrath  wholly, 
and  a  frivolous  generation;  and  the  Queen  will  see  us 
all—!"  — 

The  end  was,  his  Majesty,  through  sad  solitaiy 
days  and  nights,  repented  bitterly  that  he  had  wedded 
sach  a  She-Dominic;  grew  quite  estranged  &om  her; 
the  poor  She-Dominic  giving  him  due  return  •  in  her 
▼ay,  —  namely,  liviug  altogether  in  her  own  apart- 
ments, upon  orthodoxy,  jealousy  and  other  bad  noiuish- 
ment.  Till  at  length  she  went  quite  mad;  and,  except 
the  due  medical  and  other  attendants,  nobody  saw  her, 
or  spoke  of  her,  at  Berlin.  Was  this  a  cheering  issue 
of  such  an  adventure  to  the  poor  old  expensive  Gen- 
tleman? He  endeavoured  to  digest  in  silence  the 
bitter  morsel  he  had  cooked  for  himself;  but  reflected 
often,  as  an  old  King  might,  What  dirt  have  I 
eaten  I 

In  this  way  stands  that  matter  in  the  Schloss  of 
Berlin,  when  little  Friedrich,  who  will  one  day  be 
called  the  Great,  is  bom.  Habits  of  the  expensive' 
King,  hours  of  rising,  modes  of  dressing,  and  so  forth, 
are  to  be  found  in  Pollnitz;*  but  we  charitably  omit 
them  aU.  Even  from  foolish  Pollnitz  a  good  eye  will 
gather,  what  was  above  intimated,    that  this  feeble- 

*  PSlInltz;  Memoiren  tur  Lebens-  und  RegierungS'Geschichte  der  Vier 
leltten  Regenten  de$  Preutsischen  Staata  (Berlin,  1791).  A  vague,  inexact, 
bat  not  quite  nninstrnctive  or  uninteresting  Book :  Printed  alio  in  French, 
which  waa  the  Original,  aame  place  and  time. 

Carlyle,  Frederic  the  Great*  II.  T 
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backed,  heavy-laden  old  King  was  of  humane  and  just 
disposition;  had  dignity  in  his  demeanour;  had  reti* 
cenee,  patience;  and,  though  hot-tempered  like  all  the 
HohenzoUems,  that  he  bore  himself  like  a  perfect  g^- 
tleman,  for  one  thing;  and  tottered  along  his  high-lying 
lonesome  road  not  in  an  unmanful  manner  at  all.  Had 
not  his  nerves  been  damaged  by  that  fall  in  infancy, 
who  knows  but  we  might  have  had  something  else  to 
read  of  him  than  that  he  was  regardless  of  expense  in 
this  world! 

His  last  scene,  of  date  February  1713,  is  the  tra- 
gical ultimatum  of  that  £ne  Carlsbad  adventure  of  the 
Second  marriage,  —  Third  marriage  in  fact,  though  the 
First,  anterior  to  "Serena,"  is  apt  to  be  forgotten, 
having  lasted  short  while,  and  produced  only  a  Daughter, 
not  memorable  except  by  accident.  This  Third  mar- 
riage, which  had  brought  so  many  soi^ows  to  him, 
proved  at  length  the  death  of  the  old  man.  For  he  sat 
one  morning,  in  the  chiM  February  days  of  the  Year 
1713,  in  his  Apartment,  as  usual;  weak  of  nerves,  but 
thinking  no  special  evil;  when,  suddenly  with  huge 
jingle,  the  glass-door  of  his  room  went  to  sherds;  and 
there  rushed-in  —  bleeding  and  dishevelled,  the  fatal 
"White  Lady"  {Weisse  Frau),  who  is  understood  to 
walk  that  Schloss  at  Berlin,  and  announce  Death  to 
the  Eoyal  inhabitants.  Majesty  had  fainted,  or  was 
fainting.  "Weisse  Frau?  Oh  no,  your  Majesty!"  — 
Not  that;  but  indeed  something  almost  worse.  —  Mad 
Queen,  in  her  Apartments,  had  been  seized,  that  day. 
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vhen  half  or  quarter  dressed,  with  unusual  orthodoxy 
or  unusaal  jealousy.  Watchmg  her  opportunity,  she 
had  whisked  into  the  corridor,  in  extreme  deshabille; 
and  gone,  like  the  wild  roe,  towards  Majesty^s  Suite  of 
Booms;  through  Majesty's  glass-door,  like  a  catapult; 
attd  emerged,  as  we  saw,  —  in  petticoat  and  shift,  with 
hair  streaming,  eyes  glittering,  arms  cut,  and  the  other 
sad  trimmings.  0  Heaven,  who  could  laugh?  There 
are  tears  due  to  Kings  and  to  all  men.  It  was  deep 
misery;  deep  enough.  "^Sm  and  misery,"  as  Calvin 
well  says,  on  the  one  side  and  the  other!  The  poor 
old  King  was  carried  to  bed;  and  never  rose  again, 
but  died  in  a  few  days.  The  date  of  the  Weisse  Fi'au's 
death,  one  might  have  hoped,  was  not  distant  either; 
but  she  lasted,  in  her  sad  state,  for  above  twenty  years 
coming. 

Old  King  Friedrich's  death-day  was  25th  February 
1713;  the  unconscious  little  Grandson  being  then  in 
his  Fourteenth  month.  To  whom,  after  this  long  voyage 
round  the  world,  we  now  gladly  return. 

*»•  Bjr  way  of  reinforcement  to  any  recollection  the  reader  may  have 
of  these  Twelve  Hohenzullern  KarfUrsts ,  I  will  append  a  contlnooai  list  of 
them «  with  here  and  there  an  indication. 

The  Twelve  Hohenzollem  Electors,  s 

1".  Fbieobich  L  (as  Burggraf,  was  Friedrich  VI.):  bom,  it 
is  inferred,  1372  (Rentsch,  p.  350) ;  accession,  18th  April  1417 ; 
died  21st  September  1440.  Had  come  to  Brandenburg,  1412, 
as  Statthalter.    The  Quitzows  and  Heavy  Peg. 

2**.  Friedrich  II.:  19th  November  1413;  2l8t  September 
1440;  10th  Feb.  1471.    Friedrich  Ironteeth;  tames  the  Berlin 

.1* 
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Burghers.  Spoke  Polish,  was  to  have  been  Polish  Eling. 
Cannon-shot  upon  his  dinner-table  shatters  his  nerves  so,  that 
he  abdicates,  and  soon  dies.  Johannes  Alchymista  his  elder 
Brother;  ^/^erMcM/e^  his  younger. 

3®.  Albebt  (Achilles): 24th November  1414;  lOthFebmaiy 
1471;  11th  March  1486.  Third  son  of  Friedrich  L;  is  lineal 
Progenitor  of  all  the  rest. 

Eldest  Son,  Johann  Cicero,  follows  as  Kurffirst;  a  Toaneer  Son,  FrUd' 
rich  (by  a  different  Mother),  got  Culmbach,  and  produced  the  Elder 
Line  there.    (See  Genealogical  Diagram,  p.  102.) 

4».  JoHANH  (Cicero):  2d  August  1455;  11th  March  1486; 
9th  Jan.  1499.  Big  John.  Friedrich  of  Culmbach's  elder 
(Half-)Brother. 

5''.  Joachim  I.:  21st  February  1484;  9th  January  1499; 
11th  July  1535.  Loud  in  the  Reformation  times;  finally 
declares  peremptorily  for  the  Conservative  side.  Wife  (Sister 
of  Christian  11.  of  Denmark)  runs  away. 

Younger  Brother  Albert  Knr-Maintz,  whom  Hutten  celebrated:  bora 
1490;  Archbishop  of  Magdebnrg  and  Halberstadt  1618,  of  Haints 
1614;  died  1646:  set  Tetsel,  and  the  Indulgence,  on  foot. 

6<'.  JoACHZH  n.  (Hector):  9th  January  1505;  11th  July 
1535;  3d  January  1571.    Sword  drawn  on  Alba  once.    Erb' 
verbrUderungwithlAegmtz,  Staircase  at  Grinmitz.  A  weighty 
industrious  Kurfiirst. 

Declared  himself  Protestant,  1689.  Wife  was  Daughter  to  Duke  Georf 
of  Saxony,  Luther*8  **If  it  rained  Duke  Georges.**  —  Johann 
Ciistrin  was  f  younger  Brother  of  his :  died  ten  days  after  Joacbi 
left  no  Son. 

7®.  JoHANH  GsoBGs:  11th  September  1525;  dd  Janu? 
1571;  8th  January  1598.  Cannon-shot,  at  Siege  of  Witf 
berg,  upon  Kaiser  Karl  and  him.    Gera  Bond. 

Married  a  Silesian  Duke  of  Liegnltz*s  Daughter  (result  of  the  Er 
brUderung  there^r- Antea,  Vol.  I.  p.  880).  Had  twenty-three  chi' 
It  was  to  him  that  Bairenth  and  Anspach  fell  home:  h«  settled 
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on  his  leoond  and  his  third  sons,  Christian  and  Joaohim  Ernst; 
founders  of  the  New  Line  uf  Baireuth  andAnspach.  (See  Qenealof  ical 
Diagram «  p   103.) 

8".  Joachim  Fsibd&ich:  27th  January  1546;  8th  January 
1598;  18th  July  1608.  Archbishop  of  Magdeburg  first  of  all, 
—  to  keep  the  place  filled.  Joachimsthal  School  at  old  Castle 
of  Grimnitz.  Very  vigilant  for  Pieussen;  which  was  near 
falling  due. 

Two  of  his  Younger  Bona,  Juhann  George  (1577-1624)  to  whom  he  gave 
Jdgerndorf  f  and  that  Archbishop  uf  Magdeburg,  who  was  present  in 
Tiliy's  storm,  got  wrecked  in  the  Tliirty- Years  War;  —  not  without 
results ,  in  the  Jagerndorf  case. 

9«.  JoHAHn  Sigismund:  8th  November  1572;  18th  July 
1608;  23d  December  1619.  Preussen:  Cleve;  Slap  on  the 
face  to  Neuburg. 

10".  Geoboe  WiLHBLBif:  3d  November  1595;  22d  November 
1619;  21st  November  1640.  The  unfortunate  of  the  Thirty- 
Years  War.     "  Que  faire;  Us  ont  des  canons  /" 

11".  Fbibdrich  Wilhelm:  6th  February  1620;  21st  No- 
vember 1640 ;  29th  April  1688.    The  Great  Elector. 

12«.  FaiEDBiCHin.:  Ist  July  1657;  29th  April  1688;  25th 
February  1713.    First  King  (18th  January  1701). 


M  KurfUrst  {U71'14SQ), 
Albert  AchHiLes. 

I 1  Elder  Culhbach  Line. 

Frxesricr,  second  Son  ofKarfUrst  Albert  Achilles,  yonnger  Brothe 
of  Johannes  Cicero ,  got  Culmbachi  Anspach  first,  then  Baireoth  on  thi 
death  of  a  younger  Brother.  Born  1460;  got  Anapach  1486,  BaireatI 
1495;  followed  Max  in  his  Venelian  Campaign,  1608;  fell  imbecUe  1515 
dies  1536.  Had  a  Polish  Wife;  from  whom  came  interests  in  Hangar; 
as  well  as  Poland  to  his  children.    Friedrich  had  Three  notable  Sons, 
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Very    truculent   in 
the  Peasants*  War. 


. ^ V 

Albert  Alcibia" 
des!  a  man  of  great 
mark  in  his  day 
(1522-1557);  never 
married.  Two  Sis- 
ters, with  one  of 
whom  he  took  shel- 
ter at  last ;  no  Bro- 
ther. 


1.  Casimir,  who  2.  GzoRQE  THE  Pious,  who 
got  Baireuth  (1515) :  got  Anspach  (1515) :  born  1484 ; 
born  1481;  dledl527.    died  1543;  got  Jagerndorf,  by 

purchase,  from  his  Mother*s 
Hungarian  connexion ,  1524. 
Protestant  declared ,  1528 ;  and 
makes  honourable  figure  in 
the  Histories  thenceforth.  The 
George  of  Kaiser  Karl's  ''Nit- 
Kop-ab.**    One  Son, 

. ^ . 

Georqb  Friedrich  :  born  1539; 

went  to  administer  Preussen 
when  Cousin  became  incom- 
petent; died  1603.  Heir  to  his 
Father  in  Anspach  and  JSgern- 
dorf;  also,  to  his  Cousin  Alci- 
biades  in  Baireuth*  Had  been 
left  a  minor  (boy  of  four,  as  the 
reader  sees);  Alciblades  his 
Guardian  fbr  a  little  while :  from 
which  came  great  difficulties, 
and  unjust  ruin  would  have 
come,  had  not  Knrftirst  Joa- 
chim I.  been  helpful  and  vigor- 
ous in  his  behalf.  George  Fried- 
rich got  at  length  most  of  his 
Territories  into  hand :  Anspach 
and  Baireuth  unimpaired,  JS- 
gerndorf  too,  except  thatRatibor 
and  Oppeln  were  much  eaten- 
into  by  the  Imperial  chicaneries 
in  that  quarter.  Died  1603,  with- 
out children;  — upon  which  his 
Territories  all  reverted  to  the 
main  Brandenburg  line,  name- 
ly, to  Johann  George  Seventh 
Kurfiirst,  or  his  representatives, 
according  to  the  Gera  Bond ;  and 
the  ''Elder  Culmbach  Line" 
had  ended  in  this  manner. 


s 

3.  Albert:  bon 
1490;  Hochmeiste 
of  the  Teutsch  Bit 
ters,  1511 ;  declare 
himself  Protestani 
and  Dttlte  of  Prns 
sia,  1525;  died  1668 
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One  Son,  Axaxv. 
Fribbrich  :  bon 
1558;  follows  a 
Duke  1568.  declarei 
melancholic  1579 
died  1618.  His  Coo 
sin  George  Fried 
rich  administerei 
for  him  till  1608 
after  which  Joa 
chim  Friedrich  i  ani 
then,lastlytJoaebii 
Friedrich's  Son,  Jo 
hann  Sigismand,th4 
NinthKurfOrst.Hac 
married  the  Hoiresi 
of  Cleve  (whenc4 
came  a  celeb  ratei 
Cleve  Controversy 
in  after-times).  N( 
son;  a  good  man] 
daughters;  one  o 
whom  was  marrlei 
to  Kurfiirst  Johani 
Siglsmund;  from  he 
came  the  contro 
verted  Cleve  Pro- 
perty. 
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mKurfiirst  {1571-15^), 

JOHASN  GbOBGE. 

I 1  YOUHGEB  CULMBACH  LiNE. 

KuifBrst  Johann  George  settled  Baireath  and  Anapach  on  Two  of  his 
Tonnger  Sons,  who  are  Founders  of  the  ** Younger  Culmbach  Line'* 
(Spiif-Line  or  Pair  of  Lines),  Jagerndorf  the  new  Kurfilrst,  Joachim 
Friedrich,  kept;  settled  it  on  one  of  his  younger  sons.  Here  are  the 
two^ew  Founders  in  Bairenth  and  Anspach ,  and  some  indication  of  their 
^' Lines**  so  far  as  important  to  us  at  present: 

Anspach, 

(1.)  Joachim  Ernst,  third  son  of  Kur- 
ffirst  Johann  George:  born  1583,  got 
Anspach  1603;  died  1625.  Had  military 
tendencies,  experiences;  did  not  thrive 
as  Captain  of  the  Evangelical  Union  {1619- 
1620)  when  Winter -King  came  up  and 
Thirty-Years  War  along  witli  him.  Left 
two  sons;  eider  of  whom,  (2.)  Friedrich, 
nominally  Sovereign,  age  stili  only  eigh- 
teen, fell  in  the  Battle  of  NSrdlingen 
(worst  battle  of  the  Thirty-Years  War, 
1734) ;  and  the  younger  of  whom ,  (8.)  Al- 
bert, succeeded  (1G20, 1634,  1667);  and  his 
son,  (4.)  Johann  Friedrich  (1654,  1667, 
1686) :  and  (5,  6,  7.)  no  fewer  than  three 
grandsons,  —  children  mostly,  though 
entitled  *'  sovereign,"  —  in  a  parallel  way 
(Christian  Albert,  1675, 1686, 1692 ;  George 
Friedrich,  1678,  1692,  1708;  Wilhelra 
Friedrich,  1685,  1703,  1723).  Two  little 
points  notable  here  also ,  and  no  third : 

First  That  one  of  the  grand-da»i«/h/er5, 
full-sister  of  the  last  of  these  throe  pa- 
rallel figures,  half-sister  of  the  two  former, 
was  — Queen  Caroline,  George  il.'s  wife, 
who  has  still  some  fame  with  us. 

Second,  That  the  youngest  of  said  three 
grandsons.  Queen  Caroline's  full-brother, 
left  a  son  then  minor,  who  became  major, 
(8.)  and  wedded  a  Sister  of  our  dear  little 
Wilbelmina*s  of  whom  we  shall  hear  (Karl 
Wilhelm  Friedrich,  1712,  1723,  1757) :  un- 
momentous  Margraf  otherwise.  His  and 
her  one  son  it  was  (9.),  Christian  Fried- 
rich Karl  Alexander  (1786,  1757,  1806), 
who  inherited  Baireuth,  inherited  Actress 
Clairon,  Lady  Craven,  and  at  Hammer- 
smith (House  once  Bubb  Duddington's,  if 
that  has  any  charm)  ended  the  affair. 

Nine  Anspach  Margraves ;  in  five  genera- 
tions: end,  1806, 


Baireuth. 

(1.)  Christian,  second  son  of 
KnrffinstJohannGeorge:  born 
1581;  got  Baireuth  1603;  died 
1655.  A  distinguished  Gover- 
nor in  his  sphere.  Had  two 
sons;  the  elder  died  before 
him ,  but  left  a  son ,  Christian 
Ernst;  who  (2.)  succeeded, 
and  (3.)  whose  son,  George 
Wilhelm:  1644, 1655,1712;  1678, 
1712, 1726  (are  birth,  accession,' 
end,  of  these  two);  the  latter 
of  whom  had  no  son  that  lived. 

Upon  which,  the  posterity 
of  Christian's  second  son  suc- 
ceeded. Second  son  of  Chris- 
tian notable  to  us  in  two  little 
ways : 

First,  Thatfce,  George  Al- 
bert, Margraf  of  Cn^m bach,  is 
the  inscrutable  "Marquis  de 
LulenbAch  **  of  Bromley^s  Let- 
ters ( yide  Vol.  I.  p.  264,  let  the 
Commentators  take  comfort .'): 

Second  and  better,  That  from 
him  came  our  little  Wilhelmi- 
na's  Husband,  —  as  will  be  af- 
terwards explained.  It  was  his 
grandson  (4.)  that  succeeded 
in  Baireath,  George  Friedrich 
Karl  (1688, 1726, 1735) ;  Father 
of  Wilhelmlna's Husband.  Af- 
terwhom  (5.)  his  Son  Friedrich 
(1711,1735, 176d),Wilhelmina*s 
Husband;  who  leaving  (1763) 
nothing  bat  a  daughter,  Bai- 
reuth fell  to  Anspach,  1769, 
after  an  old  Uncle  (6.) ,  child- 
less ,  had  also  died. 

Six  Baireuth  Margraves  of 
this  Line;  five  generations: 
tnd  then  to  Anspach,  in  1769. 
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CHAPTER  I. 

childhood:  double  EDTTCATIOKAL  ELEliiEKT. 

Op  Friedrich's  childhood,  there  is  not,  after  all  our 
reading,  much  that  it  would  interest  the  English  public 
to  hear  tell  of.  Perhaps  not  much  of  knowable  that 
deserves  anywhere  to  be  known.  Books  on  it,  ex- 
pressly handling  it,  and  Books  on  Friedrich  Wilhelm's 
Court  and  History,  of  which  it  is  always  a  main  ele- 
ment, are  not  wanting:  but  they  are  mainly  of  the  sad 
sort  which,  with  pain  and  difficulty,  teach  us  nothing. 
Books  done  by  pedants  and  tenebrific  persons,  under 
the  name  of  men;  dwelling  not  on  things,  but,  at  end- 
less length,  on  the  outer  husks  of  things:  of  unparalleled 
eonfosion,  too;  —  not  so  much  as  an  Index  granted  you; 
to  the  poor  half-peck  of  cinders  hidden  in  these  wagon- 
loads  of  ashes,  no  sieve  allowed!  Books  tending  really 
to  fill  the  mind  with  mere  dust-whirlwinds,  —  if  the 
mind  did  not  strdghtway  blow  them  out  again;  which 
it  does.  Of  these  let  us  say  nothing.  Seldom  had  so 
curious  a  Phenomenon  worse  treatment  from  the  Dryas- 
dust species. 

Among  these  Books,  touching  on  Friedrich's  child- 
hood, and  treating  of  his  Father's  Court,  there  is  hardly 
above  one  that  we  can  characterise  as  fairly  human: 
the  Book  written  by  his  little  Sister  Wilhelmina,  when 


c. 
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she  grew  to  size  and  knowledge  of  good  and  evil;*  — 
and  this,  of  what  flighty  uncertain  nature  it  is,  the 
world  partly  knows.  A  human  Book,  however,  not  a 
pedant  one:  there  is  a  most  shrill  female  soul  busy 
with  intense  earnestness  here;  looking,  and  teaching 
us  to  look.  We  find  it  a  veracious  Book,  done  with 
heart,  and  from  eyesight  and  insight;  —  of  a  veracity 
deeper  than  the  superficial  sort  It  is  full  of  mistakes, 
indeed;  and  exaggerates  dreadfully,  in  its  shrill  female 
way;  but  is  above  intending  to  deceive:  deduct  the  due 
subtrahend,  —  say  perhaps  twenty-five  per  cent,  or 
in  extreme  cases  as  high'  as  seventy-five,  —  you  will 
get  some  human  image  of  credible  actualities  from 
Wilhelmina.  Practically  she  is  our  one  resource  on 
this  matter.  Of  the  strange  King  Friedrich  Wilhelm 
and  his  strange  Court,  with  such  an  Heir -Apparent 
growing-up  in  it,  there  is  no  real  light  to  be  had, 
except  what  Wilhelmina  gives,  —  or  kindles  dark 
Books  of  others  into  giving.  For  that,  too,  on  long 
study,  is  the  result  of  her,  here  and  there.  With  so 
flickery  a  wax-taper  held  over  Friedrich's  childhood, 
—  and  the  other  dirty  tallow-dips  aU  going  out  in 
intolerable  odour,  —  judge  if  our  success  can  be  very 
triumph'anti 

We  perceive  the  little  creature  has  got  much  from 
Nature;  not  the  big  arena  only,  but  fine  inward  gifts, 
for  he  is  well-bom  in  more  senses  than  one;  —  and 

*  Mimoires  de  Fridiriqxie  Sophie  Wilhelmine  de  Pruue ,  Margrave  de 
Bareith  (Brunswick,  Parli  et  Londres,  1S12),  3  vols.  8ro. 
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that  in  the  breeding  of  him  there  are  two  elements 
noticeable,  widely  diverse:  the  French  and  the  Ger- 
man. This  is  perhaps  the  chief  peculiarity;  best  worth 
laying -hold  of,  with  the  due  comprehension,  if  our 
means  allow. 

First  educational  Element^  the  French  one. 

His  nurses,  governesses,  simultaneous  and  succes- 
sive, mostly  of  French  breed,  are  duly  set  down  in  the 
Prussian  Books,  and  held  in  mind  as  a  point  of  duly 
by  Prussian  men;  but,  in  foreign  parts,  cannot  be  con- 
sidered otherwise  than  as  a  group,  and  merely  with 
generic  features.  He  had  a  Frau  von  Kamecke  for 
Head  Governess,  —  the  lady  whom  Wilhelmina,  in 
her  famed  Mimoires^  always  writes  Kamken;  and  of 
whom,  except  the  floating  gossip  found  in  that  Book, 
there  is  nothing  to  be  remembered.  Under  her,  as 
practical  superintendent,  Sous-gouvemante  and  quasi- 
mother,  was  the  Dame  de  Roucoulles,  a  more  important 
person  for  us  here.  Dame  de  Roucoulles,  once  de  Mont- 
bail,  the  same  respectable  Edict-of-Nantes  French  lady 
who,  five -and -twenty  years  ago,  had  taken  similar 
charge  of  Friedrich  WiUielm;  a  fact  that  speaks  well 
for  the  character  of  her  performance  in  that  office.  She 
had  done  her  first  edition  of  a  Prussian  Prince  in  a 
satisfactory  manner;  and  not  without  difficult  accidents 
and  singularities,  as  we  have  heard:  the  like  of  which, 
were  spared  her  in  this  her  second  edition  (so  we  may 
call  it);  a  second  and,  in  all  manner  of  ways,  an  im- 
proved one.  The  jozzng  Fritz  swallowed  no  ^o^mlOi^<^\ 


110  FBIEDBICH^S  APPBENTIGESHIP,  FIBST  STAGE.  [bOOSIV. 

1718-17M. 

did  not  leap  out  of  window,  hanging-on  by  the  hands; 
nor  achieve  anything  of  turbulent,  or  otherwise  memo- 
rable, in  his  infantine  history;  the  course  of  which  was 
in  general  smooth,  and  runs,  happily  for  it,  below  the 
ken  of  rumour.  The  Boy,  it  is  said,  and  is  easily 
credible,  was  of  extraordinay  vivacity;  quick  in  ap- 
prehending all  things,  and  gracefully  relating  himself 
to  them.  One  of  the  prettiest  vividest  little  boys;  with 
eyes,  with  mind  and  ways,  of  uncommon  brilliancy ;  — 
only  he  takes  less  to  soldiering  than  the  paternal  heart 
could  wish;  and  appears  to  find  other  thiQgs  in  the 
world  fully  as  notable  as  loud  drums,  and  stiff  men 
drawn-up  in  rows.  Moreover,  he  is  apt  to  be  a  little 
unhealthy  now  and  then,  and  requires  care  from  his 
nurses,  over  whom  the  judicious  Boucoulles  has  to  be 
very  vigilant. 

Of  this  respectable  Madame  de  EoucouUes  I  have 
read,  at  least  seven  times,  what  the  Prussian  Books 
say  of  her  by  way  of  Biography;  but  it  is  always  given 
in  their  dull  tombstone  style;  it  has  moreover  next  to 
no  importance;  and  I,  —  alas,  I  do  not  yet  too  well 
remember  it!  She  was  from  Normandy;  of  gentle  blood, 
never  very  rich;  Protestant,  in  the  Edict -of- Nantes 
time;  and  had  to  fly  her  country,  a  young  widow,  with 
daughter  and  mother-in-law  hanging  on  her;  the  whole 
of  them  almost  penniless.  However,  she  was  kindly 
received  at  the  Court  of  Berlin,  as  usual  in  that  sad 
case;  and  got  some  practical  help  towards  living  in  her 
new  country.  Queen  Sophie  Charlotte  had  liked  her 
society;  and  finding  her  of  prudent  intelligent  turn,  and 
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with  the  gtyle  of  maimers  suitable,  had  given  her 
Fiiedrich  Wilhehn  to  take  charge  of.  She  was  at  that 
time  Madame  de  Montbail;  widow,  as  we  said:  she 
afterwards  wedded  Eonconlles,  a  refugee  gentleman  of 
her  own  Nation,  who  had  gone  into  the  Prussian  Army, 
IS  was  common  for  the  like  of  him.  She  had  again 
become  a  widow,  Madame  de  EoucouUes  this  time, 
with  her  daughter  Montbail  still  about  her,  when  by 
the  grateful  good  sense  of  Friedrich  Wilhelm,  she  was 
again  intrusted  as  we  see;  —  and  so  had  the  honour 
of  govemessing  Frederick  the  Great  for  the  first  seven 
years  of  his  life.  Eespectable  lady,  she  oversaw  his 
Burses,  pap-boats,  —  "beer-soup  and  bread,"  he  him- 
self tells  us  once,  was  his  main  diet  in  boyhood,  — 
beer-soups,  dress-frocks,  first  attempts  at  walking;  and 
then  also  his  little  bits  of  intellectualities,  moralities; 
his  incipiencies  of  speech,  demeanour,  and  spiritual  de- 
?elopment;  and  did  her  ^mction  very  honestly,  there  is 
no  doubt. 

Wilhelmina  mentions  her,  at  a  subsequent  period; 
and  we  have  a  glimpse  of  this  same  EoucouUes,  gli- 
ding about  among  the  royal  young-folk,  "with  only  one 
toodi  left**  (figuratively  speaking),  and  somewhat  given 
to  tatde,  in  Princess  Wilhelmina^s  opinion.  Grown 
Tory  old  now,  poor  lady;  and  the  dreadfoUest  bore, 
when  she  gets  upon  Hanover,  and  her  experiences, 
imd  Queen  Sophie  Charlotte^s,  in  that  stupendously 
magnificent  court  under  Gentleman  Ernst  Shun  that 
topic,  if  you  love  your  peace  of  mind  I*  —  She  did 

*  Mimoiret,  (above  cited). 
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certainly  superintend  the  Boy  Eritzkin  for  his  first 
seven  years;  that  is  a  gloiy  that  cannot  he  taken  from 
her.  And  her  Pupil,  too,  we  agreeahly  perceive,  was 
always  grateM  for  her  services  in  that  capacity.  Once 
a-week,  if  he  were  in  Berlin,  during  his  youthM  time, 
he  was  sure  to  appear  at  the  Eoucoulles  Soiree,  and 
say  and  look  various  pleasant  things  to  his  ^^cher 
Maman  (dear  Mamma),''  as  he  used  to  call  her,  and 
to  the  respectahle  small  party  she  had.  Not  to  speak 
of  other  more  suhstantial  services,  which  also  were  not 
wanting. 

Eoucoulles  and  the  other  female  souls,  mainly 
French,  among  whom  the  incipient  Fritz  now  was,  ap- 
pear to  have  done  their  part  as  well  as  could  be  looked 
for.  Eespectable  Edict-of-Nantes  French  ladies,  with 
high  head-gear,  wide  hoops;  a  clear,  correct,  but  some- 
what barren  and  meagre  species,  tight-laced  and  high- 
frizzled  in  mind  and  body.  It  is  not  a  very  fertile  ele- 
ment for  a  young  soul:  not  very  much  of  silent  piety 
in  it;  and  perhaps  of  vocal  piely  more  than  enough  in 
proportion.  An  element  founding  on  what  they  call 
*' enlightened  Protestantism,"  "freedom  of  thought,"  and 
the  like,  which  is  apt  to  become  loquacious,  and  too 
conscious  of  itself;  tending,  on  the  whole,  rather  to  con- 
tempt of  the  false,  than  to  deep  or  very  effective  re- 
cognition of  the  true. 

But  it  is,  in  some  important  senses,  a  dear  and  pure 

element  withal.     At  lowest,   there   are  no  conscious 

semifalsities,  or  volunteer  hypocrisies,  taught  the  poor 

^ojr:  ionouTf   clearaess,  truth  of  word  at  least;  a  de- 
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corons  dignified  bearing;  various  thin  good  things,  are 
honestly  inculeated  and  exemplified;  nor  is  any  bad, 
ungraceful  or  suspicious  thing  permitted  there,  if  re- 
cognised for  such.  It  might  have  been  a  worse  ele- 
ment; and  we  must  be  thanl^l  for  it  Friedrich, 
through  life,  carries  deep  traces  of  this  French -Pro- 
testant incipiency:  —  a  very  big  wide-branching  royal 
tree,  in  the  end;  but  as  small  and  flexible  a  seedling 
once  as  any  one  of  us! 

The  good  old  Dame  de  Eoucoulles  just  lived  to 
witness  his  accession;  on  which  grand  juncture  and 
afterwards,  as  he  had  done  before,  he  continued  to  ex- 
press, in  graceful  and  useful  ways,  his  gratitude  and 
honest  affection  to  her  and  hers.  Tea-services,  pre- 
sents in  cut-glass  and  other  kinds,  with  Letters  that 
were  still  more  precious  to  the  old  Lady,  had  come 
always  at  due  intervals:  and  one  of  his  earliest  kingly 
gifts  was  that  of  some  suitable  small  Pension  for  Mont- 
bail,  the  elderly  daughter  of  this  poor  old  Eoucoulles,'^ 

*  PreoBs:  Friedrich  der  Grosse,  eine  Lebensgeschichle  (5  vols.  Berlin, 
1882-1884),  y.  (Urktradenbach ,  p«  4).  (Ewtres  de  Fri^^ric  (same  PreoM't 
Edition,  B«rlln,  1846-1860,  Ac) ,  xri.  184, 191.  —  The  Herr  Doctor  J.  D.  £• 
Preaia ,  "  Historiographer  of  Brandenburg,**  devoted  wholly  to  the  study  of 
Friedrich  for  flve-and-twenty  years  past,  and  for  above  a  dosen  yean 
basily  engaged  in  editing  the  (Emree  de  PrMirie,  —  has,  besides  that  L^ 
bensgeschichte  just  cited,  three  or  four  smaller  Book«,  of  indistinctly  dif- 
ferent titles,  on  the  same  subject.  A  meritoriously  exact  man;  acquainted 
with  the  outer  details  of  Friedrich*8  Biography  (had  he  any  way  of 
arranging .  organising  or  setting  them  forth)  as  few  men  ever  were  or  will 
be*  We  shall  mean  always  this  Lebensgeschichle  here ,  when  no  other  title 
Is  given;  and  (Euvres  de  Frid^ic  shall  signify  his  Edition,  nnless  the 
the  contrary  be  stated. 

CarlyU,  Frederic  ths  Great.  JI.  ^ 
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who  was  just  singing  her  Dimittas^  as  it  were,  still  in 
a  blithe  and  pious  manner.  For  she  saw  now  (in 
1740)  her  little  nurseling  grown  to  be  a  brilliant  man 
and  King;  King  gone  out  to  the  Wars,  too,  with  all 
Europe  inquiring  and  wondering  what  the  issue  would 
be.  As  for  her,  she  closed  her  poor  old  eyes,  at  this 
stage  of  the  business;  piously,  in  foreign  parts,  far 
from  her  native  Normandy;  and  did  not  see  &rther 
what  the  issue  was.  Good  old  Dame,  I  have,  as  was 
observed,  read  some  seven  times  over  what  they  call 
biographical  accounts  of  her;  but  have  seven  times  (by 
Heaven^s  favour,  I  do  partly  believe)  mostly  forgotten 
them  again;  and  would  not,  without  cause,  inflict  on 
any  reader  the  like  sorrow.  To  remember  one  worthy 
thing,  how  many  thousand  unworthy  things  must  a  man 
be  able  to  forget! 

From  this  Edict-of-Nantes  environment^  which  taught 
our  young  Fritz  his  first  lessons  of  human  behaviour, 
—  a  polite  sharp  little  Boy,  we  do  hope  and  under- 
stand, —  he  learned  also  to  clothe  his  bits  of  notions, 
emotions,  and  garrulous  utterabilities,  in  the  French 
dialect.  Learned  to  speak,  and  likewise,  what  is  more 
important,  to  think ^  in  French;  which  was  otherwise 
quite  domesticated  in^  the  Palace,  and  became  his  se- 
cond mother-tongue.  Not  a  bad  dialect;  yet  also  none 
of  the  best  Very  lean  and  shallow,  if  very  clear  and 
convenient;  leaving  much  in  poor  Fritz  unuttered,  un- 
thought,  unpractised,  which  might  otherwise  have  come 
into  activity  in  the  course  of  his  life.    He  learned  to 
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read  very  soon,  I  presume;  but  he  did  not,  now  or 
afterwards,  ever  learn  to  spell.  He  spells  indeed  dread- 
fully 27/,  at  his  first  appearance  on  the  writing  stage,  as 
we  shall  see  by  and  by;  and  he  continued,  to  the  last, 
one  of  the  bad  spellers  of  his  day.  A  circumstance 
which  I  never  can  fully  account  for,  and  will  leave  to 
the  reader^s  study. 

From  all  manner  of  sources,  —  from  inferior  vale- 
taille,  Prussian  Officials,  Eoyal  Majesty  itself  when  not 
in  gala,  —  he  learned,  not  less  rootedly,  the  corrupt 
Prussian  dialect  of  German;  and  used  the  same,  all  his 
days,  among  his  soldiers,  native  officials,  common  sub- 
jects and  wherever  it  was  most  convenient;  speaking 
it,  and  writing  and  misspelling  it,  with  great  freedom, 
though  always  with  a  certain  aversion  and  undisguised 
contempt,  which  has  since  brought  him  blame  in  some 
quarters.  It  is  true,  the  Prussian  form  of  German  is 
but  rude;  and  probably  Friedrich,  except  sometimes 
in  Luther's  Bible,  never  read  any  German  Book.  What, 
if  we  will  think  of  it,  could  he  know  of  his  first  mother- 
tongue?  German,  to  this  day,  is  a  frightful  dialect 
for  the  stupid,  the  pedant  and  dullard  sort!  Only  in 
the  hands  of  the  gifted  does  it  become  supremely 
good.  It  had  not  yet  been  the  language  of  any  Goethe, 
any  Lessing;  though  it  stood  on  the  eve  of  becoming 
such.  It  had  already  been  the  language  of  Luther,  of 
Ulrich  Hutten,  Friedrich  Barbarossa,  Charlemagne  and 
others.     And  several  extremely  important  things  had 
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been  said  in  it,  and  some  pleasant  ones  even  sung  in 
it,  £rom  an  old  date,  in  a  veiy  appropriate  manner,  — 
had  Crown-Prince  Fiiedrich  known  all  that     But  he 
could  not  reasonably  be  expected  to  know:  —  and  the  • 
wiser  Germans  now  forgive  him  for  not  knowing,  and ' 
are  even  thankM  that  he  did  not 
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So  that,  as  we  said,  there  are  two  elements  for 
young  Fritz,  and  highly  diverse  ones,  from  both  of 
which  he  is  to  draw  nourishment,  and  assimilate  what 
he  can.  Besides  that  Edict-of-Nantes  French  element, 
and  in  continual  contact  and  contrast  with  it,  which 
prevails  chiefly  in  the  Female  quarters  of  the  Palace, 
—  there  is  the  native  German  element  for  young  Fritz, 
of  which  the  centre  is  Papa,  now  come  to  be  Bang, 
and  powerfully  manifesting  himself  as  such.  An  abrupt 
peremptory  young  King;  and  German  to  the  bone. 
Along  with  whom,  companions  to  him  in  his  social 
hours,  and  fellow-workers  in  his  business,  are  a  set  of 
very  rugged  German  sons  of  Nature;  differing  much 
from*  the  French  sons  of  Art.  Baron  Grumkow,  Leo- 
pold Prince  of  Anhalt-Dessau  (not  yet  called  the  "  Old 
Dessauer,"  being  under  forty  yet).  General  Glasenap, 
Colonel  Derschau,  General  Flans;  these,  and  the  other 
nameless  Generals  and  Officials,  are  a  curious  counter- 
part to  the  Camases,  the  Hautcharmoys  and  Forcades, 
with  their  nimble  tongues  and  rapiers;  still  more  to  the 
Beausobres,  Achards,  j^U  of  ecclesiastical  logic,  made 
of  Bayle  and  Calvin  kneaded  together;  and  to  the 
high-^zled  ladies  rustling  in  stiff  silk,  with  the  shadow 


118  FBIEDBICH^S  APPRENTICESHIP,  FIRST  STAGE,  [bOOKIV. 

'  1718-1728. 

of  Versailles  and  of  the  Dragonades  alike  present  to 
them. 

Bom  Hyperboreans  these  others;  rough  as  hemp, 
and  stent  of  fibre  as  hemp;  native  products  of  the 
rigorous  North.  Of  whom,  after  all  our  reading,  we 
know  little.  —  0  Heaven,  they  have  had  long  lines  of 
rugged  ancestors,  cast  in  the  same  rude  stalwart  mould, 
and  leading  their  rough  life  there,  of  whom  we  know 
absolutely  nothing!  Dumb  all  those  preceding  busy 
generations;  and  this  of  Friedrich  Wilhelm  is  grown 
almost  dumb.  Grim  semi-articulate  Prussian  men;  gone 
all  to  pipeclay  and  moustache  for  us.  Strange  blond- 
complexioned,  not  unbeautiful  Prussian  honourable 
women,  in  hoops,  brocades,  and  unintelligible  head-gear 
and  hair-towers,  —  ach  Gottj  they  too  are  gone;  and 
their  musical  talk,  in  the  French  or  German  language, 
that  also  is  gone;  and  the  hollow  Eternities  have  swal- 
lowed it,  as  their  wont  is,  in  a  very  surprising  man- 
ner! — 

Grumkow,  a  cunning,  greedy-hearted,  long-headed 
fellow,  of  the  old  Pomeranian  Nobility  by  birth,  has  a 
kind  of  superficial  polish  put  upon  his  Hyperborea- 
nisms:  he  has  been  in  foreign  countries,  doing  lega- 
tions, *  diplomacies,  for  which,  at  least  for  the  vulpine 
parts  of  which,  he  has  a  turn.  He  writes  and  speaks 
articulate  grammatical  French;  but  neither  in  that,  nor 
in  native  Pommerish  Platt-Deutsch,  does  he  show  us 
much,  except  the  depths  of  his  own  greed,  of  his  own 
astucities  and  stealthy  audacities.  Of  which  we  shall 
hear  more  than  enough  by  and  by. 
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Of  the  Desaatier^  not  yet  ^^Old** 

As  to  the  Prince  of  Anhalt-Dessau,  ragged  man, 
whose  very  face  is  the  colonr  of  gunpowder,  he  also 
knows  French,  and  can  even  write  in  it,  if  he  like,  — 
having  dnly  had  a  Tutor  of  that  nation,  and  strange 
adventures  with  him  on  the  grand  tour  and  elsewhere; 
—  bnt  does  not  much  practise  writing,  when  it  can  be 
helped.  His  children,  I  have  heard,  he  expressly  did 
not  teach  to  read  or  write,  seeing  no  benefit  in  that 
effeminate  art,  but  left  them  to  pick  it  up  as  they  could. 
His  Princess,  all  rightly  ennobled  now,  —  whom  he 
would  not  but  marry,  though  sent  on  the  grand  tour  to 
avoid  it,  —  was  the  daughter  of  one  Fos  an  Apothe- 
cary at  Dessau;  and  is  stlU  a  beautiful  and  prudent 
kind  of  woman,  who  seems  to  suit  him  well  enough, 
no  worse  than  if  she  had  been  bom  a  Princess.  Much 
talk  has  been  of  her,  in  princely  and  other  circles;  nor 
is  his  marriage  the  only  strange  thing  Leopold  has 
done.  He  is  a  man  to  keep  the  world^s  tongue  wag^ 
ging,  not  too  musically  always ;  though  himself  of  very 
unvocal  nature.  Perhaps  the  biggest  mass  of  inarti- 
culate human  vitality,  certainly  one  of  the  biggest,  then 
going  about  in  the  world.  A  man  of  vast  dumb  faculty; 
dumb,  but  fertile,  deep;  no  end  of  ingenuities  in  the 
rough  head  of  him:  —  as  much  mother- wit  there, 
I  often  guess,  as  could  be  found  in  whole  talking  par- 
liaments, spouting  themselves  away  in  vocables  and 
eloquent  wind! 

A  man  of  dreadful  impetuosity  withal.     Set  upon 


120  PRIEDMCH'S  apprenticeship,  first  stage,  [book  IV. 

'  1718-1723. 

liis  will  as  the  one  law  of  Nature  ^  storming  forward 
with  incontrollable  violence:  a  very  whirlwind  of  a  man. 
He  was  left  a  minor;  his  Mother  guardian.  Nothing 
oould  prevent  him  from  marrying  this  Fos  the  Apothe- 
cary^s  Daughter;  no  tears  nor  contrivances  of  his 
Mother,  whom  he  much  loved,  and  who  took  skilful 
measures.  Fourteen  months  of  travel  in  Italy;  grand 
tour,  with  eligible  French  Tutor,  —  whom  he  once 
drew  sword  upon,  getting  some  rebuke  &om  him  one 
night  in  Venice,  and  would  have  killed,  had  not  the 
man  been  nimble,  at  once  dextrous  and  sublime:  —  it 
availed  not  The  first  thing  he  did  on  reentering  Des- 
sau, with  his  Tutor,  was  to  call  at  Apothecary  Fos^s, 
and  see  the  charming  Mamsell;  to  go  and  see  his 
Mother,  was  the  second  thing.  Not  even  his  grand  pas- 
sion for  war  could  eradicate  Fos :  he  went  to  Dutch  Wil- 
liam's wars;  the  wise  Mother  still  counselling,  who  was 
own  Aunt  to  Dutch  William,  and  liked  the  scheme.  He 
besieged  Namur;  fought  and  besieged  up  and  down,  — 
wiih  insatiable  appetite  for  fighting  and  sieging;  with 
greiMi  honour,  too,  and  ambitions  awakening  in  him;  — 
QOmpaign  aflier  campaign:  but  along  with  the  flamy- 
thundery  ideal  bride,  figuratively  called  Bellona,  there 
was  always  a  soft  real  one,  Mamsell  Fos  of  Dessau,  to 
whoin  he  continued  constant  The  Gk)veniment  of  his 
Dominions  he  left  cheerfully  to  his  Mother,  even  when 
he  came  of  age:  '^I  am  for  learning  War,  as  the  one 
right  trade;  do  with  all  things  as  you  please,  Mamma, 
—  only  not  with' Mamsell,  not  with  her!"  — 

Beaders  piay  fi^e  this  scene  too,   and  shudder 
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oyer  it.  Some  rather  handsome  male  Cousin  of  Mam- 
sell,  Medical  Graduate  or  whatever  he  was,  had  ap- 
peared in  Dessau:  —  "Seems  to  admire  Mamsell  much; 
of  course,  in  a  Platonic  way,"  said  rumour.  —  "He? 
Admire?"  thinks  Leopold;  —  thinks  a  good  deal  of  it, 
not  in  the  philosophic  mood.  As  he  was  one  day  pass- 
ing Fos^s,  Mamsell  and  the  Medical  Graduate  are 
visible,  standing  together  at  the  window  inside.  Plea- 
santly looking-out  upon  Nature ,  —  of  course  quite  ca- 
sually, say  some  Histories  with  a  sneer.  In  fact,  it 
seems  possible  this  Medical  Graduate  may  have  been 
set  to  act  shoeing-hom;  but  he  had  better  not.  Leopold 
storms  into  the  House,  "Draw,  scandalous  canaille, 
and  defend  yourself!"  —  And  in  this,  or  some  such 
way,  a  confident  tradition  says,  he  killed  the  poor  Me- 
dical Graduate  there  and  then.  One  tries  always  to 
hope  not:  bat  Yambagen  is  positive,  though  the  other 
Histories  say  nothing  of  it  God  knows.  The  man 
was  a  Prince;  no  Reichshofrath,  Speyer-Wetzlar  Kam- 
mePj  or  other  Supreme  Court,  would  much  trouble  itself, 
except  with  formal  shakings  of  the  wig,  about  such  a 
peccadillo.  Li  fine,  it  was  better  for  Leopold  to  marry 
the  Miss  Fos;  which  he  actually  did  (1698,  in  his 
twenty-second  year),  "with  the  left-hand,"  —  and  then 
with  the  right  and  both  hands ;  having  got  her  properly 
ennobled  before  long,  by  his  splendid  military  services. 
She  made,  as  we  have  hinted,  an  excellent  Wife  to 
him,  for  the  fifty  or  sixty  ensuing  years. 

This  is  a  strange  rugged  specimen,  this  inarticulate 
Leopold;  already  getting  mythic,  as  we  can  perceive, 
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to  the  polished  vocal  ages;  which  mix  all  maimer  of 
fables  with  the  considerable  history  he  has.  Eeaders 
will  see  him  turn-up  again  in  notable  forms.  A  man 
hitherto  unknown  except  in  his  own  country;  and  yet 
of  very  considerable  significance  to  all  European 
countries  whatsoever;  the  fruit  of  his  activities,  without 
his  name  attached,  being  now  manifest  in  all  of  them. 
He  invented  the  iron  ramrod;  he  invented  the  equal 
step;  in  fact  he  is 'the  inventor  of  modem  military  tac- 
tics. Even  so,  if  we  knew  it:  the  Soldiery  of  every 
civilized  country  still  receives  from  this  man,  on 
parade^fields  and  battle-fields,  its  word  of  command; 
out  of  his  rough  head  proceeded  the  essential  of  all 
that  the  innumerable  Drill-sergeants,  in  various  lan- 
guages, daily  repeat  and  enforce.  Such  a  man  is  worth 
some  transient  glance  from  his  fellow-creatures,  — 
especially  with  a  little  Fritz  trotting  at  his  foot,  and 
drawing  inferences  from  him. 

Dessau,  we  should  have  said  for  the  English 
reader's  behoof,  was  and  still  is  a  little  independent 
Principality;  about  the  size  of  Huntingdonshire,  but 
with  woods  instead  of  bogs;  —  revenue  of  it,  at  this 
day,  is  60,000/.,  was  perhaps  not  20,  or  even  10,000 
in  Leopold's  first  time.  It  lies  some  four-score  miles 
south-west  of  Berlin,  attainable  by  post-horses  in  a  day. 
Leopold,  as  his  Father  had  done,  stood  by  Prussia  as 
if  wholly  native  to  it  Leopold's  Mother  was  Sister  of 
that  fine  Louisa,  the  Great  Elector's  first  Wife;  his 
Sister  is  wedded  to  the  Margraf  of  Schwedt,  Friedrich 
Wilhelm's  half-uncle.     Lying  in. such  neighbourhood, 
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and  being  in  such  affinity  to  the  Prussian  House,  the 
Dessauers  may  be  said  to  have,  in  late  times,  their 
headquarters  at  Berlin.  Leopold  and  Leopold  son*s,  as 
fiis  Father  before  him  had  done,  without  neglecting 
their  Dessau  and  Principality,  hold  by  the  Prussian 
Army  as  their  main  employment  Not  neglecting  Des- 
sau either;  but  going  thither  in  winter,  or  on  call 
otherwise;  Leopold  least  of  all  neglecting  it,  who  ne- 
glects nothing  that  can  be  useful  to  him. 
'  He  is  General  Field-Marshal  of  the  Prussian  Armies, 
the  foremost  man  in  war-matters  with  this  new  King; 
and  well  worthy  to  be  so.  He  is  inventing,  or  brood- 
ing in  the  way  to  invent,  a  variety  of  things,  —  "iron 
ramrods"  for  one;  a  very  great  improvement  on  the 
fragile  ineffective  wooden  implement,  say  all  tl^e  Books, 
but  give  no  date  to  it:  —  that  is  the  first  thing;  and 
there  will  be  others,  likewise  undated,  but  posterior,  re- 
quiring mention  by  and  by.  Liventing  many  things; 
—  and  always  well  practising  what  is  already  in- 
vented, and  known  for  certain.  In  a  word,  he  is  drill- 
ing  to  perfection,  with  assiduous  rigour,  the  Prussian 
Lifantry  to  be  the  wonder  of  the  world.  He  has  fought 
with  them,  too,  in  a  conclusive  manner;  and  is  at  all 
times  ready  for  fighting. 

He  was  in  Malplaquet  with  them,  if  only  as  volun- 
te^  on  that  occasion.  He  commanded  them  in  Blen- 
heim itself;  stood,  in  the  right  or  Eugene  wing  of  that 
famed  Battle  of  Blenheim,  fiercely  at  bay,  when  the 
Austrian  Cavalry  had  all  fled;  —  fiercely  volleying, 
charging,      dextrously     wheeling     and     manoeuvring; 
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sticking  to  his  ground  with  a  mastiff-like  t^iadty,  — 
till  Marlborough,  and  victory  from  the  left,  relieved 
him  and  others.  He  was  at  the  Bridge  of  Cassano; 
where  Eugene  and  Vend6me  came  to  handgrips;  — 
where  Mirabeau^s  Grandfather,  Col-cT Argent^  got  his 
six-and-thirty  wounds,  and  was  "killed''  as  he  used  to 
term  it.*  "The  hottest  fire  I  ever  saw,"  said  Emgene, 
who  had  not  seen  Malplaquet  at  that  time.  While 
Col-d^ Argent  sank  collapsed  upon  the  Bridge,  and  the 
horse  charged  over  him,  and  again  charged,  and  beht 
and  were  beaten  three  several  times,  —  Anhalt-Dessau 
impatient  of  such  fiddling  hither  and  thither,  swasked 
into  the  stream  itself  with  his  Prussian  Foot;  s washed 
tlirough  it,  waistdeep  or  breastdeep;  and  might  kave 
settled  the  matter,  had  not  his  cartridges  got  wetted. 
Old  King  Friedrich  rebuked  him  angrily  for  his  im- 
petuosity in  this  matter,  and  the  sad  loss  of  men. 

Then  again  he  was  at  the  Storming  of  the  Lines  of 
Turin,  —  Eugene's  feat  of  1706,  and  a  most  volcanic 
business;  —  was  the  first  man  that  got  over  the  en: 
trenchment  there.  Foremost  man;  face  all  black  with 
the  smoke  of  gunpowder,  only  channelled  here  and 
tlioro  with  rivulets  of  sweat;  —  not  a  lovely  phenome- 
non to  the  French  in  the  interior!  Who  still  fought 
like  madmen,  but  were  at  length  driven  into  heaps, 
and  obligoa  to  run.  A  while  before  they  ran,  Anhalt- 
I')o8sau,  noticing  some  Captain  posted  widi  his  company 
in  a  likely  situation,  stept  aside  to  him  for  a  moment, 
and  asked,  "Am  I  wounded,  think  you?  —  No?  Then 

*  CArlyle'i  MisceUanies,  It.  §  Mirabeao. 
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have  you  anything  to  drink?"  and  deliberately  "drank 
a  glass  of  aqjmviiadj^  ihe  judicious  Captain  carrying  a 
pocket-pistol  of  that  sort,  in  case  of  accident;  and  like- 
wise "eat,  with  great  appetite,  a  bit  of  bread  from  one 
"of^the  soldiers^  havresacks;  saying,  He  believed  the 
"heat  of  the  job  was  done,  and  that  there  was  no  fear 
"now."*  — 

A  man  that  has  been  in  many  wars;  in  whose 
rough  head  are  schemes  hatching.  Any  religion  he 
has  is  of  Protestant  nature;  but  he  has  not  much,  — 
on  the  doctrinal  side,  very  little.  Luther's  Hymn, 
Eifie  feste  Burg  ist  tmser  Oottj  he  calls  "God  Al- 
mighty's grenadier-march."  On  joining  battle,  he  au- 
dibly utters,  with  bared  head,  some  growl  of  rugged 
prayer,  far  from  orthodox  at  times,  but  much  in  earn- 
est: that  lifting  of  his  hat,  for  prayer,  is  his  last  signal 
on  such  occasions.  He  is  very  cunning  as  required, 
withal;  not  disdaining  the  serpentine  method  when  no 
other  will  do.  With  Friedrich  Wilhelm,  who  is  his 
second-cousin  (Mother's  grand-nephew,  if  the  reader 
can  count  that),  he  is  from  of  old  on  the  best  footing, 
and  contrives  to  be  his  Mentor  in  many  things  besides 
War.  Till  his  quarrel  with  Grumkow,  of  which  we 
shall  hear,  he  took  the  lead  in  political  advising,  too; 
and  had  schemes,  or  was  thought  to  have,  of  which 
Queen  Sophie  was  in  much  terror. 

A  tall,  strongboned,  hairy  man;  with  cloudy  brows, 
vigilant  swift  eyes;  has  "a  bluish  tint  of  skin,"  says 

*  Des   wellberUhmten  Leopoldi  Ac,   (Anonymoas,    by  Banfft,   cited 
ibore),  pp.  42-46,  53,  66. 
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"Wilhelmina,  "as  if  the  gunpowder  still  stuck  to  him." 
He  wears  long  moustaches;  triangular  hat,  plume  and 
other  equipments,  are  of  thrifty  practical  size.  Can  be 
polite  enough  in  speech^  but  hides  much  of  his  mean- 
ing, which  indeed  is  mostly  inarticulate,  and  not  al- 
ways joyftil  to  the  by-stander.  He  plays  rough  pranks, 
too,  on  occasion;  and  has  a  big  horse-laugh  in  him, 
where  there  is  a  fop  to  be  roasted,  or  the  like.  We 
will  leave  him  for  the  present,  in  hope  of  other 
meetings. 

Kemarkable  men,  many  of  those  old  Prussian  sol- 
diers: of  whom  one  wishes,  to  no  purpose,  that  there 
had  more  knowledge  been  attainable.  But  the  Books 
are  silent;  no  painter,  no  genial  seeing-man  to  paint 
with  his  pen,  was  there.  Grim  hirsute  Hyperborean 
figures,  they  pass  mostly  mute  before  us:  burly,  surly; 
in  moustaches,  in  dim  uncertain  garniture,  of  which 
the  buff-belts  and  the  steel  are  alone  conspicuous. 
Growling  in  guttural  Teutsch  what  little  articulate 
meaning  they  had:  spending,  of  the  inarticulate,  a  pro- 
portion in  games  of  chance,  probably  too  in  drinking 
beer;  yet,  having  an  immense  overplus  which  they  do 
not  so  spend,  but  endeavour  to  utter  in  such  working 
as  there  may  be.  So  have  the  Hyperboreans  lived 
from  of  old.  From  the  times  of  Tacitus  and  Pytheas, 
not  to  speak  of  Odin  and  Japhet,  what  hosts  of  them 
have  marched  across  Existence,  in  that  manner;  —  and 
where  is  the  memory  that  would,  even  if  it  could, 
speak  of  them  all  I  — 


•  J  ■. 
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We,  will  hope  the  mind  of  oup  little  Fritz  has 
powers  of  assimilation.  Bayle-Calvin  logics,  and  sha- 
dows of  Versailles,  on  this  hand,  and  gunpowder  Leo- 
polds and  inarticulate  Hyperboreans  on  that:  here  is 
a  wide  diversity  of  nutriment,  all  rather  tough  in 
quality,  provided  for  the  young  sOul.  Innumerable 
unconscious  inferences  he  must  have  drawn  in  his  little 
head!  Prince  Leopold^s  face,  with  the  whiskers  and 
blue  skin,  I  find  he  was  wont,  at  after-periods,  to  do 
in  caricature,  under  the  figure  of  a  Cat's;  —  horror 
and  admiration  not  the  sole  feelings  raised  in  him  by 
the  Field-Marshal.  —  For  bodily  nourishment  he  had 
"beer-soup;"  a  decided  Spartan  tone  prevailing,  where- 
ever  possible,  in  the  breeding  and  treatment  of  him. 

And  we  need  not  doubt,  by  far  the  most  important 
element  of  his  education  was  the  unconscious  Apprentice- 
ship he  continually  served  to  such  a  Spartan  as  King 
Friedrich  Wilhelm.  Of  whose  works  and  ways  he  could 
not  help  taking  note,  angry  or  other,  every  day  and 
hour;  nor  in  the  end,  if  he  were  intelligent,  help  under- 
standing them,  and  learning  from  them.  A  harsh  Master 
and  almost  half-mad,  as  it  many  times  seemed  to  the 
poor  Apprentice;  yet  a  true  and  solid  one,  whose  real 
wisdom  was  worth  that  of  all  the  others,  as  he  came  at 
length  to  recognise. 
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CHAPTER  m. 

FRIEDRICH  WILHELM  IS  KmO. 

With  the  death  of  old  King  Friedrich,  theio  oe- 
cnrred  at  once  vast  changes  in  the  Court  of  Berlin;  a 
total  and  universal  change  in  the  mode  of  living  and 
doing  business  there.  Friedrich  Wilhelm,  out  of  filial 
piety,  wore  at  his  Father's  funeral  the  grand  French 
peruke  and  other  sublimities  of  French  costume;  but  it 
was  for  the  last  time:  that  sad  duty  once  done,  he 
flung  the  whole  aside,  not  without  impatience,  and  on 
no  occasion  wore  such  costume  again.  He  was  not  a 
Mend  to  French  fashions,  nor  had  ever  been;  far  the 
contrary.  In  his  boyhood,  say  the  Biographers,  there 
was  once  a  grand  embroidered  cloth-of-gold,  or  other- 
wise supremely  magnificent,  little  Dressing-gown  given 
him;  but  he  would  at  no  rate  put  it  on,  or  be  con- 
cerned with  it;  on  the  contrary,  stuffed  it  indignantly 
^'into  the  fire;"  and  demanded  wholesome  useful  duffel 
instead. 

He  began  his  reform  literally  at  the  earliest  mo- 
ment. .  Being  summoned  into  the  apartment  where  his 
poor  Father  was  in  the  last  struggle,  he  could  scarcely 
get  across  for  Kcmmerjunker  ^  Kammerherm ,  Goldsticks, 
Silversticks,  and  the  other  solemn  histrionic  functiona- 
ries, all  crowding  there  to  do  their  sad  mimicry  on  the 
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occasion:  not  a  lovely  accompaniment  in  Friedricli  Wil- 
helm^s  eyes.  His  poor  Father^s  death-struggle  once 
done,  and  all  reduced  to  everlasting  rest  there,  Fried- 
rich  Wilhelm  looked  in  silence  over  the  Unutterable, 
for  a  short  space,  disregardful  of  the  Goldsticks  and 
their  eager  new  homaging;  walked  swiftly  away  from 
it  to  his  own  room,  shut  the  door  with  a  slam;  and 
there,  shaking  the  tears  from  his  eyes,  commenced  by 
a  notable  duty,  —  the  duty  nearest  hand,  and  there- 
fore first  to  be  done,  as  it  seemed  to  him.  It  was 
about  one  in  the  afternoon,  25th  February  1713;  his 
Father  dead  half-an-hour  before:  "Tears  at  a  Father's 
deathbed,  must  they  be  dashed  with  rage  by  such  a 
set  of  greedy  Histrios?"  thought  Friedrich  Wilhelm. 
He  summoned  these  his  Court-people,  that  is  to  say, 
summoned  their  Oher-HofmarschaU  and  representative; 
and  through  him  signified  to  them.  That,  till  the 
Funeral  was  over,  their  service  would  continue;  and 
that,  on  the  morrow  after  the  Funeral,  they  were, 
every  soul  of  them,  discharged;  and  from  the  highest 
Goldstick  down  to  the  lowest  Page -in -waiting,  the 
King's  House  should  be  swept  entirely  clean  of  them; 
—  said  House  intending  to  start  afresh  upon  a  quite 
new  footing.*  Which  spread  such  a  consternation  among 
the  courtier  people,  say  the  Histories,  as  was  never 
before. 

The  thing  was  done,  however;  and  nobody  durst 
whisper  discontent  with  it;  this  rugged  young  King, 
with  his  plangent  metallic  voice,  with  his  steady-beam- 

•  FSrster,  i.  174;  PoUnitz,  Memoirent  ii.  4. 
Carlyle,  Frederic  the  Great.  II,  ^ 
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ing  eyes,  seeming  dreadftilly  in  earnest  about  it,  and 
a  person  that  might  prove  dangerous  if  you  crossed 
him.  He  reduced  his  Household  accordingly,  at  once, 
to  the  lowest  footing  of  the  indispensable;  and  dis- 
charged a  whole  regiment  of  superfluous  official  per- 
sons, court-flunkies,  inferior,  superior  and  supreme,  in 
the  most  ruthless  manner.  He  does  not  intend  keep- 
ing any  Ober-IIofmarschall^^  or  the  like  idle  person, 
henceforth;  thinks  a  minimum  of  Goldsticks  ought  to 
suffice  every  man. 

Eight  Lackeys,  in  the  ante-chambers  and  elsewhere, 
these,  with  each  a  Jdgerbursch  (what  we  should  call 
an  Under-keeper)  to  assist  when  not  himting,  will  suffice: 
Lackeys  at  "eight  thaler s  monthly,"  which  is  six 
shillings  a  week.  Three  active  Pages,  sometimes  two, 
instead  of  perhaps  three-dozen  idle  that  there  used  to 
be.  In  King  Friedrich's  time,  there  were  wont  to  be 
a  Thousand  saddle-horses  at  com  and  hay:  but  how 
many  of  them  were  in  actual  use?  Very  many  of  them 
were  mere  imaginary  quadrupeds;  their  price  and  keep 
pocketed  by  some  knavish  Stallmeister^  Equerry  or 
Head-groom.  Friedrich  Wilhelm  keeps  only  Thirty 
horses;  but  these  are  very  actual,  not  imaginary  at  all; 
their  com  not  running  into  any  knave's  pocket,  but 
lying  actually  in  the  mangers  here;  getting. ground  for 
you  into  actual  fourfooted  speed,  when,  on  turf  or  high- 
way, you  require  such  a  thing.  About  thirty  for  the 
saddle,  with  a  few  carriage-teams,  are  what  Friedrich 
Wilhelm  can  employ  in  any  reasonable  measure;  and 
more  he  will  not  have  about  him. 
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In  the  like  rutliless  humour  he  goes  over  his  Fen- 
fdon-list;  strikes  three-fourths  of  that  away,  reduces  the 
remaining  fourth  to  the  very  bone.  In  like  humour, 
he  goes  over  every  department  of  his  Administrative, 
Household  and  other  Expenses;  shears  every  thing 
down,  here  by  the  Hundred  thalers,  there  by  the  Ten, 
willing  even  to  save  half  a  thaler.  He  goes  over  all 
this  three  several  times;  —  his  Papers,  the  three  suc- 
cessive Lists  he  used  on  that  occasion,  have  been 
printed.*  He  has  satisfied  himself,  in  about  two  months, 
what  the  effective  minimum  is;  and  leaves  it  so.  £e- 
duced  to  below  the  fifth  of  what  it  was;  55,000  thalers, 
instead  of  276,000.** 

By  degrees  he  went  over,  went  into  and  through, 
every  department  of  Prussian  Business,  in  that  fashion; 
steadily,  warily,  irresistibly  compelling  every  item  of 
it,  large  and  Httle,  to  take  that  same  character  of  per- 
fect economy  and  solidity,  of  utility  pure  and  simple. 
Needful  work  is  to  be  rigorously  well  done;  needless 
work,  and  ineffectual  or  imaginary  workers,  to  be 
rigorously  pitched  out  of  doors.  What  a  blessing  on 
this  Earth;  worth  purchasing  almost  at  any  price!  The 
money  saved  is  something,  nothing  if  you  wiU:  but 
the  amount  of  mendacity  expunged,  has  any  one  com- 
puted that?  Mendacity  not  of  tongue;  but  the  far 
feller  sort,  of  hand,  and  of  heart,  and  of  head;  short 
summary  of  all  Devil's -worship   whatsoever.      Which 

*  R&dcnbeck:    Beitrdge  zur  Bereicherung   der   Lebentbeschreibungen 
FHedrich  Wilhelms  /.  und  Friedricht  des  Grossen  (Berlin,  1836),  pp.  99-137. 
«•  Stenzel,  ilU  337. 
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spreads  silently  along,  once  yon  let  it  in,  with  full 
purse  or  with  empty;  some  fools  even  praising  it:  the 
quiet  dry-rot  of  Nations!  To  expunge  such  is  greatly 
the  duty  of  every  man,  especially  of  every  King.  Un- 
consciously, not  thinking  of  Devil's-worship ,  or  spiri- 
tual dry-rot,  but  of  money  chiefly,  and  led  by  Nature 
and  the  ways  she  has  with  us,  it  was  the  task  of 
Friedrich  WUhelm^s  life  to  bring  about  this  beneficent 
result  in  all  departments  of  Prussian  Business,  great 
and  little,  public  and  even  private.  Year  after  year, 
he  brings  it  to  perfection;  pushes  it  unweariedly  for- 
ward every  day  and  hour.  So  that  he  has  Prussia, 
at  last,  all  a  Prussia  made  after  his  own  image;  the 
most  thrifty,  hardy,  rigorous  and  Spartan  country  any 
modem  King  ever  ruled  over;  and  himself  (if  he 
thought  of  that)  a  King  indeed.  He  that  piodels 
Nations  according  ,to  his  own  image,  he  is  a  King, 
though  his  sceptre  were  a  walking-stick;  and  properly 
no  other  is. 

Friedrich  Wilhelm  was  wondered  at,  and. laughed 
at,  by  innumerable  mortals  for  his  ways  of  doing; 
which  indeed  were  very  strange.  Not  that  he  figured 
much  in  what  is  called  Public  History,  or  desired  to  do 
so;  for,  though  a  vigilant  ruler,  he  did  not  deal  in  pro- 
tocolling  and  campaigning,  —  he  let  a  minimum  of  that 
suffice  him.  But  in  court  soirees,  where  elegant  empty 
talk  goes  on,  and  of  all  materials  for  it  scandal  is  found 
incomparably  the  most  interesting,  I  suppose  there 
tumed-up  no  name  oftener  than  that  of  his  Prussian 
Majesty;  and  during  these  Twenty-seven  years  of  his 
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Eeign,  his  wild  pranks  and  explosions  gave  food  for 
continual  talk  in  such  quarters. 

For  he  was  like  no  other  King  that  then  existed, 
or  had  ever  been  discovered.  Wilder  Son  of  Nature 
seldom  came  into  the  artificial  world ;  into  a  royal  throne 
there,  probably  never.  A  wild  man;  wholly  in  earnest, 
veritable  as  the  old  rocks ,  —  and  with  a  terrible  volca- 
nic £re  in  him,  too.  He  would  have  been  strange  any- 
where; but  among  the  dapper  Boyal  gentlemen  of  the 
Eighteenth  Century,  what  was  to  be  done  with  such  an 
Orson  of  a  King?  —  Clap  him  in  Bedlam,  and  bring 
out  the  ballot-boxes  instead?  The  modem  generation, 
too,  still  takes  its  impression  of  him  from  these  rumours, 
—  still  more  now  from  Wilhelmina's  Book;  which 
paints  the  outside  savagery  of  the  royal  man,  in  a  most 
striking  manner;  and  leaves  the  inside  vacant,  undis- 
covered by  Wilhelmina  V)r  the  rumours. 

Nevertheless  it  appears  there  were  a  few  observant 
eyes,  even  of  contemporaries,  who  discerned  in  him  a 
surprising  talent  for  ^^ National  Economics*'  at  least 
One  Leipzig  Professor,  Saxon,  not  Prussian  by  nation 
or  interest,  recognises  inFriedrich  Wilhelm  ^^den  grossen 
Wirth  (great  Manager,  Husbandry-man,  or  Landlord) 
of  the  epoch;**  and  lectures  on  his  admirable  ^^  works, 
arrangements  and  institutions**  in  that  kind.*  Nay  the 
dapper  Boyal  gentlemen  saw,  with  envy,  the  indubi- 
table growth  of  this  mad  savage  Brother;  and  ascribed 
it  to  "his  avarice,"  to  his  mean  ways,  which  were  in 

*  R6denbeck*8  Beitrdge  (p.  14),  —  Year,  or  Name  of  Lecturer,  not 
mentioned. 
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such  contrast  to  their  sublime  ones.  That  he  under- 
stood National  Economics,  has  now  become  very  cer- 
tain. His  grim  semiarticulate  Papers  and  Rescripts, 
on  these  subjects,  are  still  almost  worth  reading,  by  a 
lover  of  genuine  human  talent  in  the  dumb  form.  For 
spelling,  grammar,  penmanship  and  composition,  they 
resemble  nothing  else  extant;  are  as  if  done  by  the 
paw  of  a  bear:  indeed  the  utterance  generally  sounds 
more  like  the  growling  of  a  bear,  than  anything  that 
could  be  handily  spelt  or  parsed.  But  there  ia  a 
decisive  human  sense  in  the  heart  of  it;  and  there 
is  such  a  dire  hatred  of  empty  bladders,  unrealities 
and  hypocritical  forms  and  pretences,  what  he  calls 
"wind  and  humbug  {Wind  und  blauer  Dunst)^^^  as  is 
very  strange  indeed.  Strange  among  all  mankind; 
doubly  and  trebly  strange  among  the  unfortunate  spe- 
cies called  Kings  in  our  time.  To  whom,  —  for  sad 
reasons  that  could  be  given,  —  "wind  and  blue  va- 
pour {blauer  Dunst),^  artistically  managed  by  the  rules 
of  Acoustics  and  Optics,  seem  to  be  all  we  have  left 
us!  — 

It  must  be  owned  that  this  man  is  inflexibly,  and 
with  a  fierce  slow  inexorable  determination,  set  upon 
having  realities  round  him.  There  is  a  divine-idea  of 
fact  put  into  him;  the  genus  sham  was  never  hatefuUer 
to  any  man.  Let  it  keep  out  of  his  way,  well  beyond 
the  swing  of  that  rattan  of  his,  or  it  may  get  some- 
thing to  remember!  A  just  man,  too;  would  not  wrong 
any  man,  nor  play  false  in  word  or  deed  to  any  man. 
"What  is  Justice  but  another  form  of  the  reaUty  we  love; 
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a  truth  acted  out?  Of  all  the  humbugs  or  '^ painted 
vapours"  known,  Injustice  is  the  least  capable  of  pro- 
fiting men  or  kings!  A  just  man,  I  say;  and  a  valiant 
and  veracious:  but  rugged  as  a  wild-bear;  entirely  in- 
articulate, as  if  dumb.  IsTb  bursts  of  parliamentary 
eloquence  in  him,  nor  the  least  tendency  that  way. 
His  talent  for  Stump-Oratory  may  be  reckoned  the  mi- 
nimum conceivable,  or  practically  noted  as  zero,  A 
man  who  would  not  have  risen  in  modem  Political  Cir- 
cles; man  unchoosable  at  hustings  or  in  caucus;  man 
forever  invisible,  and  very  unadmirable  if  seen,  to  the 
Able-Editor  and  those  that  hang  by  him.  In  fact  a 
kind  of  savage  man,  as  we  say;  but  highly  interesting, 
if  you  can  read  dumb  human  worth;  and  of  inexpres- 
sible profit  to  the  Prussian  Nation. 

For  the  first  ten  years  of  his  reign,  he  had  a  heavy 
continual  struggle,  getting  his  finance  and  other  branches 
of  administration  extricated  from  their  strangling  im- 
broglios of  coiled  nonsense,  and  put  upon  a  rational 
footing.  His  labour  in  these  years,  the  first  of  little 
Fritz's  life,  must  have  been  great;  the  pushing  and 
pulling  strong  and  continual.  The  good  plan  itself, 
this  comes  not  of  its  own  accord;  it  is  the  firuit  of 
"genius"  (which  means  transcendent  capacity  of  taking 
trouble,  first  of  all):  given  a  huge  stack  of  tumbled 
thrums,  it  is  not  in  your  sleep  that  you  will  find  the 
vital  centre  of  it,  or  get  the  first  thrum  by  the  end! 
And  then  the  execution,  the  realising,  amid  the  contra- 
diction, silent  or  expressed,   of  men  and  things?    Ex- 
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plosive  violence  was  by  no  means  Friedrich  Williolm's 
method;  the  amount  of  slow  stubborn  broad-shoiildered 
strength,  in  all  kinds,  expended  by  the  man,  stiikes 
us  as  very  great  The  amount  of  patience  even,  though 
patience  is  not  reckoned  his  forte. 

That  of  the  Ritter-Dienst  (Knights'-Service) ,  for  ex- 
ample, which  is  but  one  small  item  of  his  business;  the 
commuting  of  the  old  feudal  duty  of  his  Landholders  to 
do  Service  in  War>time,  into  a  fixed  money  payment: 
nothing  could  be  fairer,  more  clearly  advantageous  to 
both  parties;  and  most  of  his  ^^ Knights"  gladly  accepted 
the  proposal:  yet  a  certain  factious  set  of  them,  the 
Magdeburg  set,  stirred-up  by  some  seven  or  eight  of 
their  number,  ^^ hardly  above  seven  or  eight  really 
against  me,"  saw  good  to  stand  out;  remonstrated,  re- 
calcitrated; complained  in  the  Diet  (Kaiser  too  happy 
to  hear  of  it,  that  he  might  have  a  hook  on  Friedrich 
Wilhelm);  and  for  long  years  that  paltry  matter  was  a 
provocation  to  him.*  But  if  your  plan  is  just,  and  a 
bit  of  Nature^s  plan,  persist  in  it  like  a  law  of  Nature. 
This  secret  too  was  known  to  Friedrich  Wilhelm.  In 
the  space  of  ten  years,  by  actual  human  strength  loyally 
spent,  he  had  managed  many  things;  saw  all  things  io 
a  course  towards  management  All  things,  as  it  were 
fairly  on  the  road;  the  multiplex  team  pulling  one  waj 
in  rational  human  harness,  not  in  imbroglios  of  coile 
thrums  made  by  the  Nightmares. 

•  1717-'25.  FCrater,  ii.  162-165,  iv.  81-84;  Stenzel,  111.  816-819;  Sam 
Bnchbolz,  Neueste  Preussisch-Brandenburgische  Geschichte  (Berlin,  17 
i.  197. 
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How  he  introduced  a  new  mode  of  farming  liis  Do- 
main Lands,  which  are  a  main  branch  of  his  revenue, 
and  shall  be  farmed  on  regular  lease  henceforth,  and 
not  wasted  in  peculation  and  indolent  mismanagement 
as  heretofore;*  new  modes  of  levying  his  taxes  and  re- 
venues of  every  kind:**  How  he  at  last  concentrated, 
and  harmonised  into  one  easy-going  effective  General 
Direetor^j***  the  multifarious  conflicting  Boards,  that 
were  jolting  and  jangling  in  a  dark  use-and-wont  manner, 
and  leaving  their  work  half-done,  when  he  first  came 
into  power:  f  How  he  insisted  on  having  daylight  in- 
troduced to  the  very  bottom  of  every  business,  fair-and- 
square  observed  as  the  rule  of  it,  and  the  shortest  road 
adopted  for  doing  it:  How  he  drained  bogs,  planted 
colonies,  established  manufactures,  made  his  own  imi- 
forms  of  Prussian  wool,  in  a  Lagerhaus  of  his  own: 
How  he  dealt  with  the  Jew  Gompert  about  farming  his 
Tobacco;  —  how,  from  many  a  crooked  case  and  cha- 
racter he,  by  slow  or  short  methods,  brought  out  some- 
thing straight;  would  take  no  denial  of  what  was  his, 
nor  make  any  demand  of  what  was  not;  and  did  prove 
really  a  terror  to  evil-doers  of  various  kinds,  especially 
to  prevaricators,  defalcators,  imaginary  workers,  and 
slippery  unjust  persons:  How  he  urged  diligence  on  all 
mortals,  would  not  have  the  very  Applewomen  sit 
"without  knitting"  at  their  stalls;    and  brandished  his 

•  FSreter,  ii.  206,  216. 
»•  lb.  il.  190,  196. 

•««  Completed  19th  January  1728  (lb.  II.  172). 
f  Dohm:  Denkwurdigkeiten  meiner  Zeit  (Lem go  und  Hannover,  1814- 
1819),  iv.  88. 
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stick,  or  struck  it  fiercely  down,  over  the  incorrigibly 
idle:  —  All  this,  as  well  as  his  ludicrous  explosions 
and  unreasonable  violences,  is  on  record  concerning 
Friedrich  Wilhelm,  though  it  is  to  the  latter  chiefly 
that  the  world  has  directed  its  unwise  attention,  in 
judging  of  him.  He  was  a  very  arbitrary  Eling.  But 
then  a  good  deal  of  his  arbitrium,  or  sovereign  will, 
was  that  of  the  Eternal  Heavens  as  well;  and  did  ex- 
ceedingly behove  to  be  done,  if  the  Earth  would  prosper. 
Which  is  an  immense  consideration  in  regard  to  his 
sovereign  will  and  him!  He  was  prompt  with  his  rattan, 
in  urgent  cases;  had  his  gallows  also,  prompt  enough, 
where  needj^l.  Let  him  see  that  no  mistakes  happen, 
as  certainly  he  means  that  none  shall! 

Yearly  he  made  his  country  richer;  and  this  not  in 
money  alone  (which  is  of  very  uncertain  value,  and 
sometimes  has  no  value  at  all,  and  even  less),  but  in 
fingality,  diligence,  pimctuality,  veracity^  —  the  grand 
fountains  from  which  money,  and  all  real  values  and 
valours,  spring  for  men.  To  Friedrich  Wilhelm,  in  his 
rustic  simplicity,  money  had  no  lack  of  value;  rather 
the  reverse.  To  the  homespun  man  it  was  a  success 
of  most  excellent  quality,  and  the  chief  symbol  of  suc- 
cess in  all  kinds.  Yearly  he  made  his  own  revenues, 
and  his  people^s  along  with  them,  and  as  the  source  of 
them,  larger:  and  in  all  states  of  his  revenue,  he  had 
contrived  to  make  his  expenditure  less  than  it;  and 
yearly  saved  masses  of  coin,  and  "reposited  them  in 
barrels  in  the  cellars  of  his  Schloss,"  —  where  they 
proved  very  useful,  one  day.     Much  in  Friedrich  Wil- 
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helm  proved  useftil,  beyond  even  his  expectations.  As 
a  Nation's  Husband  he  seeks  his  fellow  among  Eangs, 
ancient  and  modem.  Happy  the  Nation  which  gets 
such  a  Husband,  once  in  the  half-thousand  years.  The 
Nation,  as  foolish  wives  and  Nations  do,  repines  and 
grudges  a  good  deal,  its  weak  whims  and  will  being 
thwarted  very  often;  but  it  advances  steadily,  with  con- 
sciousness or  not,  in  the  way  of  welldoing;  and  after 
long  times,  the  harvest  of  this  diligent  sowing  becomes 
manifest  to  the  Nation  and  to  all  Nations. 

Strange  as  it  sounds  in  the  Eepublic  of  Letters,  we 
are  tempted  to  call  Friedrich  Wilhelm  a  man  of  genius; 
—  genius  fated  and  promoted  to  work  in  National  Hus- 
bandry, not  in  writing  Verses  or  three-volume  Novels. 
A' silent  genius.  His  melodious  stanza,  which  he  cannot 
bear  to  see  halt  in  any  syllable,  is  a  rough  fact  reduced 
to  order;  fact  made  to  stand  firm  on  its  feet,  with  the 
world-rocks  under  it,  and  looking  £ree  towards  all  the 
winds  and  all  the  stars.  He  goes  about  suppressing 
platitudes,  ripping-off  futilities,  turning  deceptions  in- 
side-out. The  realm  of  Disorder,  which  is  "[Inveracity, 
Unreality,  what  we  call  Chaos,  has  no  fiercer  enemy. 
Honest  soul,  and  he  seemed  to  himself  such  a  stupid 
fellow  often;  no  tongue-learning  at  all;  little  capable 
to  give  a  reason  for  the  faith  that  was  in  him.  He 
cannot  argue  in  articulate  logic,  only  in  inarticulate 
bello wings,  or  worse.  He  must  do  a  thing,  leave  it  un- 
demonstrated;  once  done,  it  will  itself  tell  what  kind 
of  thing  it  is,  by  and  by.  Men  of  genius  have  a  hard 
time,  I  perceive,  whether  bom  on  the  throne  or  off  it\ 
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and  must  expect  contradictions  next  to  unendurable,  — 
the  plurality  of  blockheads  being  so  extreme! 

I  find,  except  Samuel  Johnson,  no  man  of  equal 
veracity  with  Friedrich  Wilhelm  in  that  epoch:  and 
Johnson  too,  with  all  his  tongue-learning,  had  not 
logic  enough.  In  fact,  it  depends  on  how  much  convic- 
tion you  have.  Blessed  be  Heaven,  there  is  here  and 
there  a  man  bom  who  loves  truth  as  truth  should  be 
loved,  with  all  his  heart  and  all  his  soul;  and  hates 
untruth  with  a  corresponding  perfect  hatred.  Such  men, 
in  polite  circles,  which  understand  that  certainly  truth 
is  better  than  untruth,  but  that  you  must  be  polite  to 
both,  are  liable  to  get  to  the  end  of  their  logic.  Even 
Johnson  had  a  bellow  in  him;  though  Johnson  could 
at  any  time  withdraw  into  silence,  Ms  kingdom  lying 
all  under  his  own  hat  How  much  more  Friedrich  Wil- 
helm, who  had  no  logic  whatever;  and  whose  kingdom 
lay  without  him,  far  and  wide,  a  thing  he  could  not 
withdraw  from.  The  rugged  Orson,  he  needed  to  be 
right.  From  utmost  Memel  down  to  Wesel  again, 
ranked  in  a  straggling  manner  round  the  half- circum- 
ference of  Europe,  all  manner  of  things  and  persons 
were  depending  on  him,  and  on  his  being  right,  not 
wrong,  in  his  notion. 

A  man  of  clear  discernment,  very  good  natural  eye- 
sight; and  irrefragably  confident  in  what  his  eyes  told 
him,  in  what  his  belief  was;  —  yet  of  huge  simplicity 
withal.  Capable  of  being  coaxed  about,  and  led  by 
the  nose,  to  a  strange  degree,  if  there  were  an  artist 
dextrous  enough,    daring  enough  I     His   own   natural 
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judgment  was  good,  and,  though  apt  to  be  hasty  and 
headlong,  was  always  likely  to  come  right  in  the  end; 
but  internally,  we  may  perceive,  his  modesty,  anxiety 
and  other  unexpected  qualities,  must  have  been  great. 
And  then  his  explosiveness,  impatience,  excitability; 
his  conscious  dumb  ignorance  of  all  things  beyond  his 
own  small  horizon  of  personal  survey!  An  Orson  ca- 
pable enough  of  being  coaxed  and  tickled,  by  some 
first-rate  conjuror;  —  first-rate;  a  second-rate  might  have 
failed,  and  got  torn  to  pieces  for  his  pains.  ButSecken- 
dorf  and  Grumkow,  what  a  dance  they  led  him  on  some 
matters,  —  as  we  shall  see,  and  as  poor  Fritz  and  others 
wHl  see! 

He  was  full  of  sensitiveness,  rough  as  he  was  and 
shaggy  of  skin.  His  wild  imaginations  drove  him  hither 
and  thither  at  a  sad  rate.  He  ought  to  have  the  privi- 
leges of  genius.  His  tall  Potsdam  Begiment,  his  mad- 
looking  passion  for  enlisting  tall  men:  this  also  seems 
to  me  one  of  the  whims  of  genius,  —  an  exaggerated  no- 
tion to  have  his  *' stanza"  polished  to  the  last  punctilio 
of  perfection; —  and  might  be  paralleled  in  the  history 
of  Poets.  Stranger  *'man  of  genius,"  or  in  more  pecu- 
liar circumstances,  the  world  never  saw! 

Friedrich  Wilhelm,  in  his  Crown-Prince  days,  and 
now  still  more  when  he  was  himself  in  the  sovereign 
place,  had  seen  all  along,  with  natural  arithmetical  in- 
tellect. That  his  strength  in  this  world,  as  at  present 
Bitoated,  would  very  much  depend  upon  the  amount  of 
potential-battle  that  lay  in  him, —  on  the  quantity  and 
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quality  of  Soldiers  he  could  maintain,  and  have  ready 
for  the  field  at  any  time.  A  most  indisputable  truth, 
and  a  heartfelt  one  in  the  present  instance.  To  augment 
the  quantity,  to  improve  the  quality,  in  this  thrice- 
essential  particular:  here  lay  the  keystone  and  crowning 
summit  of  all  Friedrich  Wilhelm's  endeavours;  to  which 
he  devoted  himself,  as  only  the  best  Spartan  could  have 
done.  Of  which  there  will  be  other  opportunities  to 
speak  in  detail.  For  it  was  a  thing  world-notable; 
world-laughable,  as  was  then  thought;  the  extremely 
serious  fruit  of  which  did  at  length  also  become 
notable  enougL 

In  the  Malplaquet  time,  once  on  some  occasion,  it 
is  said,  two  English  Officers,  not  well  informed  upon 
the  matter,  and  provoking  enough  in  their  contemptuous 
ignorance,  were  reasoning  with  one  another  in  Fried- 
rich  Wilhelm's  hearing,  as  to  the  warlike  powers  of  the 
Prussian  State,  and  Whether  the  King  of  Prussia  could 
on  his  own  strength  maintain  a  standing  army  of  15,000? 
Without  subsidies,  do  you  think,  so  many  as  15,000? 
Friedrich  Wilhelm,  incensed  at  the  thing  and  at  the 
tone,  is  reported  to  have  said  with  heat:  "Yes,  30,000!"* 
whereat  the  military  men  slightly  wagged  their  heads, 
letting  the  matter  drop  for  the  present.  But  he  makes 
it  good  by  degrees;  twofold  or  threefold;  —  and  will 
have  an  army  of  from  seventy  to  a  hundred-thousand 
before  he  dies,**  the  best-drilled  of  fighting  men;  and 

•  F^rster,  1. 188. 

••  "72,000  field -troops,  80,000  garrison  •  troops  **  (Gestdndnisse  einet 
CEtterreichischen  Veterans ,  Breslaa,  1788,  1.64). 
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what  adds  mucli  to  the  wonder,  a  full  Treasury  withal. 
This  is  the  Brandenburg  Spartan  King;  acquainted  with 
National  Economics.  Alone  of  existing  Kings,  he  lays- 
by  money  annually;  and  is  laying-by  many  other  and 
far  more  precious  things,  for  Prussia  and  the  little  Boy 
he  has  here. 

* 

Friedrich  Wilhelm's  passion  for  drilling,  recruiting 
and  perfecting  his  Army  attracted  much  notice:  laughing 
satirical  notice,  in  the  hundred  mouths  of  common  ru- 
mour, which  he  regarded  little;  and  notice  iracund  and 
minatory,  when  it  led  him  into  collision  with  the  inde- 
pendent portions  of  mankind,  now  and  then.  This 
latter  sort  was  not  pleasant,  and  sometimes  looked 
rather  serious;  but  this  too  he  contrived  always  to 
digest  in  some  tolerable  manner.  He  continued  drilling 
and  recruiting,  —  we  may  say  not  his  Army  only,  but 
his  Nation  in  all  departments  of  it,  —  as  no  man  be- 
fore or  since  ever  did;  increasing,  by  every  devisable 
method,  the  amount  of  potential-battle  that  lay  in  him 
and  it 

In  a  military,  and  also  in  a  much  deeper  sense,  he 
may  be  defined  as  the  great  DriU-sergeant  of  the  Prus- 
sian Nation.  Indeed  this  had  been  the  function  of  the 
HohenzoUems  all  along;  this  difficult,  unpleasant  and 
indispensable  one  of  drilling.  From  the  first  appearance 
of  Burggraf  Friedrich,  with  good  words  and  with  Heaoy 
Peffy  in  the  wreck  of  anarchic  Brandenburg,  and  down- 
wards ever  since;  this  has  steadily  enough  gone  on. 
And  not  a  little  good  driving  these  populations  have 
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had,  first  and  last;  just  orders  given  them  (wise  and 
just,  which  to  a  respectable  degree  were  Heaven's 
orders  as  well):  and  certainly  Heavy  jPeg,  for  instance, 
—  Heavy  Peg,  bringing  Quitzow's  strong  House  about 
his  ears,  —  was  a  respectable  drummer^s-cat  to  enforce 
the  same.  This  has  been  going  on  these  Three-hundred 
years.  But  Friedrich  Wilhelm  completes  the  process; 
finishing  it  off  to  the  last  pitch  of  perfection,  Friedrich 
Wilhelm  carries  it  through  every  fibre  and  cranny  of 
Prussian  Business,  and  so  far  as  possible,  of  Prussian 
Life;  so  that  Prussia  is  all  a  drilled  phalanx,  ready  to 
the  word  of  command;  and  what  we  see  in  the  Army 
is  but  the  last  consummate  essence  of  what  exists  in  the 
Nation  everywhere.  That  was  Friedrich  Wilhelm's 
function,  made  ready  for  him,  laid  to  hid  hand  by  his 
Hohenzollem  foregoers;  and  indeed  it  proved  a  most 
beneficent  function. 

For  I  have  remarked  that,  of  aU  things,  a  Nation 
needs  first  to  be  drilled;  and  no  Nation  that  has  not 
first  been  governed  by  so-called  "Tyrants,"  and  held 
tight  to  the  curb  till  it  became  perfect  in  its  paces  and 
thoroughly  amenable  to  rule  and  law,  and  heartily  re- 
spectful of  the  same,  and  totally  abhorrent  of  the  want 
of  the  same,  ever  came  to  much  in  this  world.  England 
itself,  in  foolish  quarters  of  England,  still  howls  and 
execrates  lamentably  over  its  William  Conqueror,  and 
rigorous  line  of  Normans  and  Plantagenets ;  but  without 
them,  if  you  will  consider  well,  what  had  it  ever  been? 
A  gluttonous  race  of  Jutes  and  Angles,  capable  of  no 
grand    combinations;    lumbering    about    in    potbellied 
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equanimity;  not  dreaming  of  heroic  toil  and  silence  and 
endurance,  snch  as  leads  to  the  high  places  of  this 
TJniyerse,  and  the  golden  mountain-tops  where  dwell 
the  Spirits  of  the  Dawn.  Their  very  ballotboxes  and 
suffirages,  what  they  call  their  "Liberty,"  if  these  mean 
"Liberty,"  and  are  such  a  road  to  Heaven,  Anglo- 
Saxon  highroad  thither,  —  could  never  have  been  pos- 
sible for  them  on  such  terms.  How  could  they?  No- 
thing but  collision,  intolerable  interpressure  (as  of  men 
not  perpendicular),  and  consequent  battle  often  super- 
vening, could  have  been  appointed  those  undrilled 
Anglo-Saxons;  their  potbellied  equanimity  itself  con- 
tinuing liable  to  perpetual  interruptions,  as  in  the 
Heptarchy  time.  An  enlightened  Public  does  not  re- 
flect on  these  things,  at  present;  but  will  again,  by  and 
by.  Looking  with  human  eyes  over  the  England  that 
now  is,  and  over  the  America  and  the  Australia,  from 
pole  to  pole;  and  then  listening  to  the  Constitutional 
litanies  of  Dryasdust,  and  his  lamentations  on  the  old 
Norman  and  Plantagenet  Kings,  and  ^2^  recognition  of 
departed  merit  and  causes  of  effects,  —  the  mind  of 
man  is  struck  dumb! 


Carlyle,  Frederic  the  Great*  IL  1ft 
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Pesne's  best  Portraits  of  him)  at  his  ease,  and  yet  like 
a  tower.  Most  solid;  "plumb  and  rather  more;"  eyes 
steadfastly  awake;  cheeks  slightly  compressed,  too, 
which  fling  the  mouth  rather  forward;  as  if  asking 
silently,  "Anything  astir,  then?  All  right  here?"  Face, 
figure  and  bearing,  all  in  him  is  expressive  of  robust 
insight,  and  direct  determination;  of  healthy  energy, 
practicality,  unquestioned  authority,  —  a  certain  air  of 
royalty  reduced  to  its  simplest  form.  The  face,  in 
Pictures  by  Pesne  and  others,  is  not  beautiful  or 
agreeable;  healthy,  genuine,  authoritative,  is  the  best 
you  can  say  of  it.  Yet  it  may  have  been,  what  it  is 
described  as  being,  originally  handsome.  High-enough 
arched  brow,  rather  copious  cheeks  and  jaws;  nose 
smallish,  inclining  to  be  stumpy;  large  gray  eyes, 
bright  with  steady  fire  and  life,  often  enough  gloomy 
and  severe,  but  capable  of  jolly  laughter  too.  Eyes 
"naturally  with  a  kind  of  laugh  in  them,"  says  P511- 
nitz;  —  which  laugh  can  blaze-out  into  fearftd  thunder- 
ous rage,  if  you  give  him  provocation.  Especially  if 
you  lie  to  him;  for  that  he  hates  above  all  things. 
Look  him  straight  in  the  face:  he  fancies  he  can  see  in 
your  eyes,  if  there  is  an  internal  mendacity  in  you: 
wherefore  you  must  look  at  him  in  speaking;  such  is 
his  standing  order. 

His  hair  is  flaxen,  falling  into  the  ashgray  or 
darker;  fine  copious  flowing  hair,  while  he  wore  it 
natural.  But  it  soon  got  tied  into  clubs,  in  the  miBtary 
style;  and  at  length  it  was  altogether  cropped  away, 
and  replaced  by  brown,  and  at  last  by  white,  round 
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wigs.  Which  latter  also,  though  had  wigs,  hecame  him 
not  amiss,  under  his  cocked-hat  and  cockade,  says 
POllnitz.*  The  voice,  I  guess,  even  when  not  loud, 
was  of  clangorous  and  penetrating,  quasi-metallic  na- 
ture; and  I  learn  expressly  once,  that  it  had  a  nasal 
quality  in  it**  His  majesty  spoke  through  the  nose; 
snuffled  his  speech,  in  an  earnest  ominously  plangent 
manner.  In  angry  moments,  which  were  frequent,  it 
must  have  been  —  unpleasant  to  listen  to.  For  the 
rest,  a  handsome  man  of  his  inches;  conspicuously  well- 
built  in  limbs  and  body,  and  delicately  finished-off  to 
the  very  extremities.  His  feet  and  legs,  says  PoUnitz, 
were  very  fine.  The  hands,  if  he  would  have  taken 
care  of  them,  were  beautifully  white;  fingers  long  and 
thin;  a  hand  at  once  nimble  to  grasp,  delicate  to  feel, 
and  strong  to  clutch  and  hold:  what  may  be  called  a 
beautiful  hand,  because  it  is  the  usefullest. 

Nothing  could  exceed  his  Majesty's  simplicity  of 
habitudes.  But  one  loves  especially  in  him  his  scru- 
pulous attention  to  cleanliness  of  person  and  of  en- 
vironment. He  washed  like  a  very  Mussulman,  five 
times  a  day;  loved  cleanliness  in  all  things,  to  a  super- 
stitious extent;  which  trait  is  pleasant  in  the  rugged 
man,  and  indeed  of  a  piece  with  the  rest  of  his  cha- 
racter. He  is  gradually  changing  all  his  silk  and  other 
cloth  room-furniture;  in  his  hatred  of  dust,  he  will  not 
suffer  a  floor-carpet,  even  a  stuffed  chair;  but  insists  on 
having  all  of  wood,  where  the  dust  may  be  prosecuted 

«  Pb'llnitz:  Memoiren  (Berlin,  1791),  ii.  568. 
•«  9iisching:  Beitrdge,  i.  568. 
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to  destruction.*  Wife  and  womankind,  and  those  that 
take  after  them,  let  such  have  stufHiig  and  sofas:  he, 
for  his  part,  sits  on  mere  wooden  chairs;  -r—  gits,  and 
also  thinks  and  acts,  after  the  manner  of  a  HTperborean 
Spartan,  which  he  was.  He  ate  heartily,  but  as  a 
rough  farmer  and  hunter  eats;  country  messes,  good 
roast  and  boiled;  despising  the  French  Cook,  as  an 
entity  without  meaning  for  him.  His  favourite  dish  at 
dinner  was  bacon  and  greens,  rightly  dressed;  what 
could  the  French  Cook  do  for  such  a  man?  He  ate 
with  rapidity,  almost  with  indiscriminate  violence;  his 
object  not  quality  but  quantity.  He  drank  too,  but  did 
not  get  drunk;  at  the  Doctor^s  order  he  could  abstain; 
and  had  in  later  years  abstained.  P5llnitz  praises  his 
fineness  of  complexion,  the  originally  eminent  whiteness 
of  his  skin,  which  he  had  tanned  and  bronzed  by  hard 
riding  and  hunting,  and  otherwise  worse  discoloured 
by  his  manner  of  feeding  and  digesting:  alas,  at  last 
his  waistcoat  came  to  measure,  I  am  a&aid  to  say  how 
many  Prussian  ells,  —  a  very  considerable  diameter  '*• 
indeed!** 

For  some  years  after  his  accession,  he  still  ap- 
peared occasionally  in  "burgher  dress,"  or  unmilitary 
clothes;  "brown  English  coat,  yellow  waistcoat"  and 
the  other  indispensables.  But  this  fashion  became  rarer 
with  him  every  year;  and  ceased  altogether  (say  Chro- 
nologists)  about  the  year  1719:  after  which  he  ap- 
peared always  simply  as  Colonel  of  the  Potsdam  Guards 
(his  own  Lifeguard  Eegiment)  in  simple  Prussian  uni- 

•  FCwter,  i.  208.  ♦*  FSrster,  I.  163. 
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form:  close  military  coat;  blue,  with  red  cuffs  and  col- 
lar, buff  waistcoat  and  breeches,  white  linen  gaiters  to 
the  knee.  .He  girt  his  sword  about  the  loins,  well  out 
of  the  mud;  walked  always  with  a  thick  bamboo  in 
his  hand.  Steady,  not  slow  of  step;  with  his  trian- 
gular hat,  cream-white  round  wig  (in  his  older  days), 
and  face  tending  to  purple,  —  the  eyes  looking-out 
mere  investigation,  sharp  swift  authority,  and  dangerous 
readiness  to  rebuke  and  set  the  cane  in  motion:  — 
it  was  so  he  walked  abroad  in  this  earth;  and  the 
common  run  of  men  rather  fled  his  approach  than 
courted  it. 

For,  in  fact,  he  was  dangerous;  and  would  ask  in 
an  alarming  manner,  ''Who  are  you?"  Any  fantastic, 
much  more  any  suspicious-looking  person,  might  fare 
the  worse.  An  idle  lounger  at  the  street-comer  he  has 
been  known  to  hit  over  the  crown;  and  peremptorily 
despatch:  ''Home,  Sirrah,  and  take  to  some  workP' 
That  the  Apple-women  be  encouraged  to  knit,  while 
waiting  for  custom;  —  encouraged  and  quietly  con- 
strained, and  at  length  packed  away,  and  their  stalls 
taken  from  them,  if  unconstrainable,  —  there  has,  as 
we  observed,  an  especial  rescript  been  put  forth;  very 
curious  to  read.* 

Dandiacal  figures,  nay  people  looking  like  French- 
men, idle  flaunting  women  even,  —  better  for  them  to 
be  going.  "Who  are  you?"  and  if  you  lied  or  pre- 
varicated ("J5r  hliche  mich  gerade  an^  Look  me  in  the 
face,  then!"),  or  even  stumbled,  hesitated,  and  gave 

*  In  BSdenbeck :  Beitrdge,  p.  15. 
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suspicion  of  prevaricating,  it  might  be  worse  for  you. 
A  soft  answer  is  less  effectual  than  a  prompt  clear  one, 
to  turn  away  wrath.  "A  Candidatus  Theologice^  your 
Majesty,'*  answered  a  handfast  threadbare  youth  one 
day,  when  questioned  in  this  manner.  —  "Where 
jfrom?"  "Berlin,  your  Majesty."  —  "Hm,  na,  the 
BerHners  are  a  good-for-nothing  set."  "Yes,  truly, 
too  many  of  them;  but  there  are  exceptions;  I  know 
two."  —  "Two?  which  then?"  "Your  Majesty  and 
myself!"  —  Majesty  burst  into  a  laugh:  the  Can- 
didatus was  got  examined  by  the  Consistoriums,  and 
Authorities  proper  in  that  matter,  and  put  into  a  chap- 
laincy. 

This  King  did  not  love  the  French,  or  their 
fashions,  at  all.  We  said  he  dismissed  the  big  Peruke, 
—  put  it  on  for  the  last  time  at  his  Father's  funeral, 
so  far  did  filial  piety  go;  and  then  packed  it  aside, 
dismissing  it,  nay  banishing  and  proscribing  it,  never 
to  appear  more.  The  Peruke,  and,  as  it  were,  all  that 
the  Peruke  symbolised.  For  this  was  a  King  come 
into  the  world  with  quite  other  aims  than  that  of  wear- 
ing big  perukes,  and,  regardless  of  expense,  playing 
burst-frog  to  the  ox  of  Versailles,  which  latter  is  itself 
perhaps  a  rather  useless  animal.  Of  Friedrich  Wil- 
helm's  taxes  upon  wigs;  of  the  old  "Wig-inspectors," 
and  the  feats  they  did,  plucking-off  men's  periwigs 
on  the  street,  to  see  if  the  government -stamp  were 
there,  and  to  discourage  wiggery,  at  least  all  but  the 
simple  scratch  or  useM  Welsh-wig,  among  mankind: 
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of  these,  and  of  other  similar  things,  I  could  speak; 
but  do  not  This  little  incident,  which  occurred  once 
in  the  review-ground  on  the  outskirts  of  Berlin,  will 
suffice  to  mark  his  temper  in  that  respect  It  was 
in  the  spring  of  1719;  our  little  Fritz  then  six  years 
old,  who  of  course  heard  much  temporary  confused  com- 
mentary, direct  and  oblique,  triumphant  male  laughter, 
and  perhaps  rebellious  female  sighs,  on  occasion  of 
such  a  feat 

Count  Kothenburg,  Prussian  by  birth,*  an  accom- 
plished and  able  person  in  the  diplomatic  and  other 
lines  of  business,  but  much  used  to  Paris  and  its  ways, 
had  appeared  lately  in  Berlin,  as  French  Envoy,  — 
and,  not  unnaturally,  in  high  French  costume;  cocked- 
hat,  peruke,  laced  coat,  and  the  other  trimmings.  He, 
and  a  group  of  dashing  followers  and  adherents,  were 
accustomed  to  go  about  in  that  guise;  very  capable  of 
proving  infectious  to  mankind.  What  is  to  be  done 
with  them?  thinks  the  anxious  Father  of  his  Peopla 
They  were  to  appear  at  the  ensuing  grand  Keview,  as 
Friedrich  Wilhelm  understood.  Whereupon  Friedrich 
Wilhelm  took  his  measures  in  private.  Dressed -up, 
namely,  his  Scavenger-Executioner  people  (what  they 
call  Profdsse  in  Prussian  regiments)  in  an  enormous 
exa^eration  of  that  costume;  cocked-hats  about  an  ell 
in  diameter,  wigs  reaching  to  the  houghs,  with  other 
•fittings  to  match:  these,  when  Count  Kothenburg  and 
his  company  appeared  upon  the  ground,  Friedrich  Wil- 
helm summoned  out,  with  some  trumpet-peal  or  burst 

*  BaohhoU:  Seueite  PmuiMek-Brandenburgiiche  Geschickie,  i.  98. 
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of  field-music;  and  they  solemnly  crossed  Count  Eothen- 
burg's  field  of  vision;  the  strangest  set  of  Phantasms 
he  had  seen  lately.  Awakening  salutary  reflections 
in  him.*  Fancy  that  scene  in  History;  Friedrich  Wil- 
helm  for  comic-symbolic  Dramaturgist.  Gods  and  men 
(or  at  least  Houyhnhnm  horses)  might  have  saluted 
it  with  a  Homeric  laugh,  —  so  huge  and  vacant  is  it, 
with  a  suspicion  of  real  humour  too:  —  but  the  men 
were  not  permitted,  on  parade,  more  than  a  silent 
grin,  or  general  irrepressible  rustling  murmur;  and 
only  the  gods  laughed  inextinguishably,  if  so  disposed. 
The  Scavenger-Executioners  went  back  to  their  place; 
and  Count  Bothenburg  took  a  plain  German  costume, 
80  long  as  he  continued  in  those  parts. 

Friedrich  Wilhelm  has  a  dumb  rough  wit  and 
mockery,  of  that  kind,  on  many  occasions;  not  without 
geniality  in  its  Brobdignag  exaggeration  and  simplicity. 
Like  a  wild-bear  of  the  woods  taking  his  sport;  with 
some  sense  of  human  in  the  rough  skin  of  him.  Very 
capable  of  seeing  through  sumptuous  costumes;  and 
respectful  of  realities  alone.  Not  in  French  sumptuosity, 
but  in  native  German  thrift,  does  this  King  see  his 
salvation;  so  has  Nature  constructed  him:  and  the 
world,  which  has  long  lost  its  Spartans,  will  see  again 
an  original  North-German  Spartan;  and  shriek  a  good 
deal  over  him;  Nature  keeping  her  own  counsel  the 
while,  and  as  it  were,  laughing  in  her  sleeve  at  the 

*  Fb'rster,  i.  165;  Fassmann,  Leben  und  Thalen  des  allerdurchlduchtig'" 
tlcn  ifec.  Kdnigs  von  Preussen  Frederici  Wilhelmi  (Ilambarg  and  Breslaa, 
n8&),  pp.  223,  319, 
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slirieks  of  the  flunkey  world.  For  Nature,  when  she 
makes  a  Spartan,  means  a  good  deal  hj  it;  and  does 
not  expect  instant  applauses,  but  only  gradual  and 
lasting. 

"For  my  own  part,"  exclaims  a  certain  Editor  once,  "I 
"perceive  well  there  was  never  yet  any  great  Empire  founded, 
"Roman,  English,  down  to  Prussian  or  Dutch,  nor  in  fact  any 
"great  mass  of  work  got  achieved  under  the  Sun,  but  it  was 
"founded  even  upon  this  humble-looking  quality  of  Thrift, 
"and  became  achievable  in  virtue  of  the  same.  Which  will 
"seem  a  strange  doctrine,  in  these  days  of  gold-nuggets,  rail- 
"  way-fortunes ,  and  miraculous  sumptuosities  regardless  of 
"  expense.  Earnest  readers  are  invited  to  consider  it,  never- 
"theless.  Though  new,  it  is  very  old;  and  a  sad  meaniug 
"lies  in  it  to  us  of  these  times!  That  you  have  squandered  in 
" idle  fooleries ,  building  where  there  was  no  basis,  your  Hun- 
"  dred-thousand  Sterling,  your  Eight-hundred  Million  Sterling, 
"  is  to  me  a  comparatively  small  matter.  You  may  still  again 
'* become  rich,  if  you  have  at  last  become  wise.  But  if  you 
"have  wasted  your  capacity  of  strenuous  devoutly  valiant 
"labour,  of  patience,  perseverance,  self-denial,  faith  in  the 
"  causes  of  effects ;  alas,  if  your  once  just  judgment  of  what  is 
"worth  something  and  what  is  worth  nothing,  has  been 
"wasted,  and  your  silent  steadfast  reliance  on  the  general 
"veracities,  of  yourself  and  of  things,  is  no  longer  there,  — 
"  then  indeed  you  have  had  a  loss !  You  are,  in  fact,  an  entirely 
"bankrupt  individual ;  as  you  will  find  by  and  by.  Yes ;  and 
"though  you  had  California  in  fee-simple;  and  could  buy  all 
"the  upholsteries,  groceries,  funded-properties,  temporary 
"(very  temporary)  landed-properties  of  the  world,  at  one 
"  swoop ,  it  would  avail  you  nothing.  Henceforth  for  you  no 
"harvests  in  the  Seedfield  of  this  Universe,  which  reserves  its 
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''salataiy  boxinties,  and  noble  heaven-sent  gifts,  for  quite 
"other  than  you;  and  I  would  not  give  a  pin's  value  for  all 
"^oti  will  ever  reap  there.  Mere  imaginary  harvests ,  sacks  of 
^^ nuggets  and  the  like;  empty  as  the  east- wind; — with  all 
"the  Demons  laughing  at  you  I  Do  you  consider  that  Nature 
"  too  is  a  swollen  flunkey ,  hungry  for  vails ;  and  can  be  taken- 
"in  with  your  sublime  airs  of  sumptuosity ,  and  the  large  bal- 
"ance  you  actually  have  in  Lombard-street?  Go  to  the  — 
"  General  Cesspool,  with  your  nuggets  and  your  ducats ! "     * 

The  flunkey  world,  much  stript  of  its  plush  and 
fat  perquisites,  accuses  Friedrich  Wilhelm  bitterly  of 
avarice  and  the  cognate  vices.  But  it  is  not  so;  in- 
trinsically, in  the  main,  his  procedure  is  to  be  defined 
as  honourable  thrift,  —  verging  towards  avarice  here 
and  there;  as  poor  human  virtues  usually  lean  to  one 
side  or  the  other!  He  can  be  magnificent  enough  too, 
and  grudges  no  expense,  when  the  occasion  seems 
worthy.  If  the  occasion  is  inevitable,  and  yet  not 
quite  worthy,  I  have  known  him  have  recourse  to 
strange  shifts.  The  Czar  Peter,  for  example,  used  to 
be  rather  often  in  the  Prussian  Dominions,  oftenest  on 
business  of  his  own:  such  a  man  is  to  be  royally  de- 
frayed while  with  us;  yet  one  would  wish  it  done 
cheap.  Posthorses,  "two-hundred  and  eighty-seven  at 
every  station,"  he  has  from  the  Community;  but  the 
rest  of  his  expenses ,  from  Memel  all  the  way  to  We- 
Bel?  Friedrich  Wilhelm's  marginal  response  to  his 
FinanZ'Directorium^  requiring  orders  once  on  that  sub- 
ject, runs  in  the  following  strange  tenour:  "Yes,  all 
the  way  (except  Berlin,  which  I  take  upon  myself)} 
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and  observe,  7011  contrive  to  do  it  for  6,000  ihalers 
(900/.),"  —  which  is  nncommonlj  cheap,  abont  1/L  per 
mile;  —  "won't  allow  you  one  other  penny  (nit  einen 
Pfennig  gebe  mehr  dazu)\  but  you  are  {sollen  Sie)^  this 
is  the  remarkable  point,  "to  give  out  in  the  world 
that  it  costs  me  from  Thirty  to  Forty  Thousand!"* 
So  that  here  is  the  Majesty  of  Prussia,  who  beyond 
all  men  abhors  lies,  giving  orders  to  teU  one?  Alas, 
yes;  a  kind  of  lie,  or  fib  (white  fib,  or  even  gra^^^ 
the  pinch  of  Thrift  compelling!  But  what  a  window 
into  the  artless  inner-man  of  his  Majesty,  even  that 
gray  fib;  —  not  done  by  oneself,  but  ordered  to  be 
done  by  the  servant,  as  if  that  were  cheaper! 

"Verging  upon  avarice,''  sure  enough:  but,  unless 
we  are  unjust  and  unkind,  he  can  by  no  means  be 
described  as  a  Miser  King.  He  collects  what  is  his; 
gives  you  accurately  what  is  yours.  For  wages  paid 
he  will  see  work  done:  he  will  ascertain  more  and 
more  that  the  work  done  be  work  needful  for  him; 
and  strike  it  off,  if  not.  A  Spartan  man,  as  we  said, 
—  though  probably  he  knew  as  little  of  the  Spartans 
as  the  Spartans  did  of  him.  But  Nature  is  still  capable 
of  such  products:  if  in  Hellas  long  ages  since,  why  not 
in  Brandenburg  now? 

•  1717:  FSrstcr,  i.  213. 
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CHAPTER  V. 

FRIEDRICH  WILHELM'S   ONE  WAR. 

One  of  Fritz's  earliest  strong  impressions  from  the 
outer  world  chanced  to  be  of  War,  —  so  it  chanced, 
though  he  had  shown  too  little  taste  that  way,  and 
could  not,  as  yet,  understand  such  phenomena;  —  and 
there  must  have  been  much  semi-articulate  questioning 
and  dialoguing  with  Dame  de  Eoucoulles,  on  his  part, 
about  the  matter  now  going  on. 

In  the  year  1715,  little  Fritz's  third  year,  came 
grand  doings,  not  of  drill  only,  but  of  actual  war  and 
fighting:  the  "Stralsund  Expedition,"  Friedrich  Wil- 
helm's  one  feat  in  that  kind.  Huge  rumour  of  which 
fills  naturally  the  maternal  heart,  the  Berlin  Palace 
drawing-rooms;  and  occupies,  with  new  vivid  interests, 
all  imaginations  yoimg  and  old.  For  the  actual  battle- 
drums  are  now  beating,  the  big  cannon -wains  are 
creaking  under  way;  and  military  men  take  farewell, 
and  march,  tramp,  tramp;  Majesty  in  grenadier-guard 
uniform  at  their  head:  horse,  foot  and  artillery;  north- 
ward to  Stralsund  on  the  Baltic  shore ,  where  a  terrible 
human  Lion  has  taken-up  his  lair  lately.  Charles  XH. 
of  Sweden,  namely;  he  has  broken -out  of  Turkish 
Bender  or  Demotica,  and  ended  his  obstinate  torpor, 
at  last;  has  ridden  fourteen  or  sixteen  days,  he  and  a 
groom  or  two,  through  desolate  steppes  and  mountain 
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wildernesses,  tlirotigh  crowded  dangerous  cities;  — 
"came  by  Vienna  and  by  Cassel;  then  through  Pom- 
mem;"  leaving  his  "royal  train  of  two-thousand  per- 
sons" to  follow  at  its  leisure.  He,  for  his  part,  has 
ridden  without  pause,  forward,  ever  forward,  in  darkest 
incognito,  the  indefatigable  man;  —  and  finally,  on 
Old-Hallowmas  Eve  (22d-llth  November  1714),  far  in 
the  night,  a  Horseman,  with  two  otiiers  still  following 
him,  travel -splashed,  and  "white  with  snow,"  drew 
bridle  at  the  gate  of  Stralsund;  and,  to  the  surprise  of 
the  Swedish  sentinel  there,  demanded  instant  admission 
to  the  Governor.  The  Grovemor,  at  first  a  littie  surly 
of  humour,  saw  gradually  how  it  was;  sprang  out  of 
bed,  and  embraced  the  knees  of  the  snowy  man;  Stral- 
sund in  general  sprang  out  of  bed,  and  illuminated  it- 
self, that  same  Hallow-Eve:  —  and  in  brief,  Charles 
Xn.,  after  five  years  of  eclipse,  has  reappeared  upon 
the  stage  of  things;  and  menaces  the  world,  in  his  old 
fashion,  from  that  City.  From  which  it  becomes  urgent 
to  many  parties,  and  at  last  to  Friedrich  Wilhelm  him- 
self, that  he  be  dislodged. 

The  root  of  this  Stralsund  story  belongs  to  the 
former  reign,  as  did  the  grand  apparition  of  Charles  XII. 
on  the  theatre  of  European  History,  and  tiie  terror  and 
astonishment  he  created  there.  He  is  now  thirty-three 
years  old;  and  only  the  winding-up,  both  of  him  and 
of  the  Stralsund  story,  falls  within  our  present  field. 
Fifteen  years  ago,  it  was  like  the  bursting  of  a  cataract 
of  bombshells  in  a  dull  ballroom,  the  sudden  appearance 
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of  this  young  fighting  Swede  among  the  luxurious 
Kings  and  Elinglets  of  the  North,  all  lounging  about 
and  languidly  minuetting  in  that  manner,  regardless  of 
expense!  Friedrich  IV.  of  Denmark  rejoicing  over 
red- wine;  August  the  Strong  gradually  producing  his 
"three -hundred  and  fifty -four  bastards;"*  these  and 
other  neighbours  had  confidently  stept  in,  on  various 
pretexts;  thinking  to  help  themselves  from  the  young 
man^s  properties,  who  was  still  a  minor;  when  the 
young  minor  suddenly  developed  himself  as  a  major 
and  maximus,  and  turned-out  to  be  such  a  Fire-King 
among  them  I 

In  consequence  of  which  there  had  been  no  end  of 
Northern  troubles;  and  all  through  the  Louis -Four- 
teenth or  Marlborough  grand  "Succession  War,"  a  spe- 
cial "Northern  War"  had  burnt  or  smouldered  on  its 
own  score;  Swedes  versus  Saxons,  Kussians  and  Danes, 
bickering  in  weary  intricate  contest,  and  keeping  those 
Northern  regions  in  smoke  if  not  on  fire.  Charles  XII., 
for  the  last  five  years  (ever  since  Pultawa,  and  the 
summer  of  1709),  had  lain  obstinately  dormant  in  Tur- 
key; urging  the  Turks  to  destroy  Czar  Peter.  Which 
they  absolutely  could  not,  though  they  now  and  then 
tried;  and  Viziers  not  a  few  lost  their  heads  in  conse- 
quence. Charles  lay  sullenly  dormant;  Danes  mean- 
while operating  upon  his  Holstein  interests  and  ad- 
joining territories;  Saxons,  Kussians  battering  conti- 
nually at  Swedish  Pommem,  continually  marching 
thither,   and  then  marching  home  again,  without  suc- 

*  Memoires  deBareilh  (Wilhelmina's  Book,  Londrea,  1812),  i.  III. 
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cess,  —  always  througli  the  Brandenburg  Territory,  as 
they  needs  must.  Which  latter  circumstance  Friedrich 
Wilhelm,  while  yet  only  Crown-Prince,  had  seen  with 
natural  displeasure,  could  that  have  helped  it  But 
Charles  XII.  would  not  yield  a  whit;  sent  orders  per- 
emptorily, firom  his  bed  at  Bender  or  Demotica,  that 
there  must  be  no  surrender.  Neither  could  the  sluggish 
enemy  compel  surrender. 

So  that,  at  length,  it  had  grown  a  feeble  wearisome 
welter  of  inextricable  strifes,  with  worn-out  combatants, 
exhausted  of  all  but  their  animosity;  and  seemed  as  if 
it  would  never  end.  Inveterate  ineffective  war;  ruinous 
to  all  good  interests  in  those  parts.  What  miseries  had 
Holstein  from  it,  which  last  to  our  own  day!  Mecklen- 
burg also  it  involved  in  sore  troubles,  which  lasted 
long  enough,  as  we  shall  see.  But  Brandenburg,  above 
all,  may  be  impatient;  Brandenburg,  which  has  no 
business  with  it  except  that  of  unlucky  neighbourhood. 
One  of  Friedrich  Wilhelm's  very  first  operations,  as 
King,  was  to  end  this  ugly  state  of  matters,  which  he 
had  witnessed  with  impatience,  as  Prince,  for  a  long 
while. 

He  had  hailed  even  the  Treaty  of  Utrecht  with 
welcome,  in  hopes  it  might  at  least  6nd  these  Northern 
brabbles:  This  the  Treaty  of  Utrecht  tried  to  do ,  but 
could  not:  however,  it  gave  him  back  his  Prussian 
Fighting  Men;  —  which  he  has  already  increased  by 
six  regiments,  raised,  we  may  perceive,  on  the  ruins 
of  his  late  court-flunkeys  and  dismissed  goldsticks :  — 
with  these  Friedrich  Wilhelm  will  try  to  end  it  himself. 
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These  he  at  once  ordered  to  form  a  Camp  on  his 
frontier,  close  to  that  theatre  of  contest;  and  signified 
now  with  emphasis,  in  the  beginning  of  1713,  that  he 
decidedly  wished  there  were  peace  in  those  Pommern 
regions.  Negotiations  in  consequence;*  very  wide 
negotiations,  Louis  XIV.  and  the  Kaiser  lending  hand, 
to  pacify  these  fighting  Northern  Kings  and  their  Czar: 
at  length  the  Holstein  Grovemment,  representing  their 
sworn  ally,  Charles  XII.,  on  the  occasion,  made  an 
offer  which  seemed  promising.  They  proposed  that 
Stettin  and  its  dependencies,  the  strong  frontier  Town, 
and,  as  it  were,  key  of  Swedish  Pommern,  should  be 
evacuated  by  the  Swedes,  and  be  garrisoned  by  neutral 
troops,  Prussians  and  Holsteiners  in  equal  number; 
which  neutral  troops  shall  prohibit  any  hostile  attack 
of  Pommern  from  without,  Sweden  engaging  not  to 
make  any  attack  through  Pommern  from  within.  That 
will  be  as  good  as  peace  in  Pommern,  till  we  get  a 
general  Swedish  Peace.  With  which  Friedrich  Wil- 
helm  gladly  complies.** 

Unhappily,  however,  the  Swedish  Commandant  in  fy 
Stettin  would  not  give-up  the  place,  on  any  represen-  4 
tative  or  secondary  authority;  not  without  an  express 
order  in  his  King's  own  hand.  Which,  as  his  King 
was  far  away,  in  abstruse  Turkish  circumstances  and 
localities,  could  not  be  had  at  the  moment;  and  involved 
new  difliculties  and  uncertainties,  new  delay  which 
might  itself  be  fatal.     The  end  was,  the  Russians  and 

«  lOth  Jane  1713:  Buchholz,  i.  21. 
*»  22d  Juno  1718:  Buchholz,  i.  21. 
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Saxons  had  to  cannonade  the  man  oat  by  regular  siege*, 
they  then  gave-up  the  Town  to  Prussia  and  Holstein-, 
but  required  first  to  be  paid  their  expenses  incurred  in 
sieging  it,  —  400,000  thalers,  as  they  computed  and 
demonstrated,  or  somewhere  about  60,000/.  of  our 
money. 

Friedrich  Wilhehn  paid  the  money  (Holstein  not 
having  a  groschen);  took  possession  of  the  Town,  and 
dependent  towns  and  forts;  intending  well  to  keep 
them  till  repaid.  This  was  in  October  1713;  and  ever 
since,  there  has  been  actual  tranquillity  in  those  parts: 
the  embers  of  the  Northern  War  may  still  burn  or 
smoulder  elsewhere,  but  here  they  are  quite  extinct 
At  first,  it  was  a  joint  possession  of  Stettin,  Holsteiners 
and  Prussians  in  equal  number;  and  if  Friedrich  Wil- 
helm  had  been  sure  of  his  money,  so  it  would  have 
continued.  But  the  Holsteiners  had  paid  nothing; 
Charles  XH-'s  sanction  never  could  be  expressly  got, 
and  the  Holsteiners  were  mere  dependents  of  his. 
Better  to  increase  our  Prussian  force,  by  degrees;  and 
v^cij  in  some  good  way,  with  a  minimum  of  violence,  get 
-0^  the  Holsteiners  squeezed  out  of  Stettin?  Friedrich 
Wilhelm  has  so  ordered,  and  contrived.  The  Prussian 
force  having  now  gradually  increased  to  double  in  this 
important  garrison,  the  Holsteiners  are  quietly  dis- 
armed, one  night,  and  ordered  to  depart,  under  penal- 
ties; —  which  was  done.  Holding  such  a  pawn-ticket 
as  Stettin,  buttoned  in  our  own  pocket,  we  count  now 
on  being  paid  our  60,000  Z.  before  parting  with  it. 

Matters  turned-out  as  Friedrich  Wilhelm  had  dreaded 


.^■? 
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ihey  miglii   Here  is  Charles  XII.  come  back;  inflexible 
as  cold  Swedish  Iron',  will  not  hear  of  any  Treaty 
dealing  with  his  properties  in  that  manner:  Is  he  a 
bankrupt,  then,  that  you  will  sell  his  towns  by  auction? 
Charles  does  not,  at  heart,  believe  that  Friedrich  Wil- 
helm  ever  really  paid  the  60,000/.;  Charles  demands, 
for  his  own  part,  to  have  his  own  Swedish  Town  of 
Stettin  restored  to  him;  and  has  not  the  least  intention, 
or  indeed  ability,  to  pay  money.      Vain  to  answer: 
"Stettin,  for  the  present,  is  not  a  Swedish  Town;  it  is 
a  Prussian  Pawn-ticket!"  —  There  was  much  negotia- 
tion, correspondence;  Louis  XTV.  and  the  E^iser  step- 
ping-in  again  to  produce  settlement     To  no  purpose. 
Louis,  gaUant  old  Bankrupt,  tried  hard  to  take  Charles's 
part   with   effect.     But  he  had,    himself,    no  money 
now;   could  only  try  finessing  by  ambassadors,  try  a 
little  menacing  by  them;    neither    of  which   profited. 
Friedrich  Wilhelm,  wanting  only  peace  on  his  borders, 
after  fifteen  years  of  extraneous  uproar  there,  has  paid 
60,000/.  in  hard  cash  to  have  it:  repay  him  that  sum, 
with  promise  of  peace  on  his  borders,  he  will  then  quit 
Stettin;  till  then  not.     Big  words,  from  a  French  Am- 
bassador in  big  wig,  will  not  suffice:   "Bullying  goes 
for  nothing  {Bange  machen   gilt  nicht),^^  —  the  thing 
covenanted-for  will  need  to  be  done!     Poor  Louis  the 
Great,    whom  we  now    call   ^^Bankrupt-Qresit,''   died 
while  these  affairs  were  pending;  while  Charles,  his 
ally,  was  arguing  and  battling  against  all  the  world, 
with  only  a  grandiloquent  Ambassador   to  help  him 
from  Louis.     "«/*ai  trop  aime  la  guerre  ^^  said  Louis  at 

11* 
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liis  death,  addressing  a  new  small  Louis  (five-years 
old),  his  great-grandson  and  successor:  "I  haye  been 
too  fond  of  war;  do  not  imitate  me  in  that,  ne  mHrmtez 
pas  en  celaP*  Which  counsel  also,  as  we  shall  see, 
was  considerably  lost  in  air. 

Friedrich  Wilhelm  had  a  true  personal  regard  for 
Charles  XII.,  a  man  made  in  many  respects  after  his 
own  heart;  and  would  fain  have  persuaded  him  into 
softer  behaviour.  But  it  was  to  no  purpose.  Charles 
would  not  listen  to  reasons  of  policy;  or  believe  that 
his  estate  was  bankrupt,  or  that  his  towns  could  be 
put  in  pawn.  Danes,  Saxons,  Kussians,  even  George  I. 
of  England  (George  having  just  bought,  of  the  Danish 
King,  who  had  got  hold  of  it,  a  great  Hanover  bargain, 
Bremen  and  Verden,  on  cheap  terms,  from  the  quasi- 
bankrupt  estate  of  poor  Charles) ,  —  have  to  combine 
against  him,  and  see  to  put  him  down.  Among  whom 
trussia,  at  length  actually  attacked  by  Charles  in  the 
Stettin  regions,  has  reluctantly  to  take  the  lead  in  that 
repressive  movement  On  the  28th  of  April  1715, 
Friedrich  Wilhelm  declares  wax  against  Charles;  is 
already  on  march,  with  a  great  force,  towards  Stettin, 
to  coerce  and  repress  said  Charles.  No  help  for  it,  so 
sore  as  it  goes  against  us:  "Why  will  the  very  King 
whom  I  most  respect  compel  me  to  be  his  enemy?" 
said  Friedrich  Wilhelm.** 

One  of  Friedrich  Wilhelm's  originalities  is  his  fare- 

*  1st  September  1715. 
•♦  (Envres  de  FrH6ric  {IHstoire  de  Brandebourg),  1. 182;  Buchholz,  i.  28. 
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well  Order  and  Instruction,  to  his  Three  chief  Ministers, 
on  this  occasion.  Bgen,  Dohna,  Prinzen,  tacit  dusky 
figures,  whom  we  meet  in  Prussian  Books,  and  never 
gain  the  least  idea  of,  except  as  of  grim,  rather  cunning,  ; 
most  reserved  antiquarian  gentlemen,  —  a  kind  of 
human  iron-safes,  solemnly  filled  (under  triple  and 
quadruple  patent-locks)  with  what,  alas,  has  now  all 
grown  waste-paper,  dust  and  cobweb,  to  us:  —  these 
Three  reserved  cunning  Gentlemen  are  to  keep  a 
thrice-watchful  eye  on  all  subordinate  boards  and  per- 
sons, and  see  well  that  nobody  nod  or  do  amiss.  Brief 
weekly  report  to  his  Majesty  will  be  expected;  staf- 
fettes,  should  cases  of  hot  haste  occur:  any  questions 
of  yours  are  "to  be  put  on  a  sheet  of  paper  folded- 
down,  to  which  I  can  write  marginalia:"  if  nothing 
particular  is  passing,  '^nit  schreibeuy  you  don't  write." 
Pay-out  no  money,  except  what  falls  due  by  the  Books; 
none;  —  if  an  extraordinary  case  for  payment  arise, 
consult  my  Wife,  and  she  must  sign  her  order  for  it. 
Generally  in  matters  of  any  moment,  consult  my  Wife; 
but  her  only,  "except  her  and  the  Privy  Councillors, 
"no  mortal  is  to  poke  into  my  affairs:"  I  say  no  mor- 
tal, ^^sonst  kein  Mensch,** 

"My  Wife  shall  be  told  of  all  things,"  he  says  else- 
where, "and  counsel  asked  of  her."  The  rugged  Pater- 
familias, but  the  human  one!  "And  as  I  am  a  man," 
continues  he,  "and  may  be  shot  dead,  I  command  you 
"and  all  to  take  care  of  Fritz  (fur  Fritz  zu  sorgeii)^  as 
"God  shall  reward  you.  And  I  give  you  all.  Wife  to 
"begin  with,   my  curse  (ineinen  Fluch),  that  God  may 
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"ptmisli  you  in  Time  and  Eternity,  if  you  do  not,  after 

"my  death,"  —  do  what,   0  Heavens?  —  "bury  me 

"in  the  vault  of  the  Schlosskirche,"  Palace-Church  at 

■i      .'J Berlin!     "And  you  shall  make  no  grand  to-do  {kein 

,  ^.  ^^Flestin)  on  the  occasion.     On  your  body  and  life,  no 

. ,  '    "festivals  and  ceremonials,    except  that  the  regiments 

"one  after  the  other  fire  a  volley  over  me."     Is  not 

this  an  ursine  man-of-genius ,  in  some  sort,  as  we  once 

defined  him?  He  adds  suddenly,  and  concludes:  "I  am 

"assured  you  will  manage  everything  with  all  the  ex- 

"actness  in  the  world;  for  which  I  shall  ever  zealously, 

"as  long  as  I  live,  be  your  friend."* 

Eussians,  Saxons  affected  to  intend  joining  Fried- 
rich  Wilhelm  in  his  Pommem  expedition;  and  of  the 
latter  there  did,  under  a  so-called  Field-Marshal  von 
Wackerbarth,  of  high  plumes  and  titles,  some  four- 
thousand,  —  of  whom  only  Colonel  von  Seckendorf, 
commanding  one  of  the  horse-regiments,  is  remarkable 
to  us,  —  come  and  serve.  The  rest,  and  all  the  Rus- 
sians, he  was  as  well  pleased  to  have  at  a  distance.' 
Some  sixteen-thousand  Danes  joined  him,  too,  with  the 
King  of  Denmark  at  their  head;  very  ftirious,  all, 
against  the  Swedish-iron  Hero ;  but  they  were  remarked 
to  do  almost  no  real  service,  except  at  sea  a  little 
against  the  Swedish  ships.  George  I.  also  had  a  fleet 
in  the  Baltic;  but  only  "to  protect  English  commerce." 
On  the  whole,  the  Siege  of  Stralsund,  to  which  the 
Campaign  pretty  soon  reduced  itself,  was  done  mainly 

*  26th  April  1715:  Cosmars  and  Kla^roiha  Staatsrath,  s.223  (inStenzel, 
U.  269). 
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hj  Friedrich  Wilhelm.  He  staid  two  months  in  Stettini 
getting  all  his  preliminmes  completed:  his  goodQaeeD, 
Wife  "Feekin,"  was  with  him,  for  some  time,  I  know 
not  whether  now  or  afterwards.  In  the  end  of  JimOi . 
he  issued  from  Stettin;  took  the  interjacent  outpost 
places;  and  then  opened  ground  hefore  Stralsund, 
where,  in  a  few  days  more,  the  Danes  joined  him.  It 
was  now  the  middle  of  July:  a  combined  army  of 
well-nigh  Forty-thousand  against  Charles;  who,  to  man 
his  works,  musters  about  the  fourth  part  of  that 
number.* 

Stralsund,  with  its  outer  lines  and  inner,  with  its 
marshes,  ditches,  ramparts  and  abundant  cannon  to 
them,  and  leaning,  one  side  of  it,  on  the  deep  sea, 
which  Swedish  ships  command  as  yet,  is  very  strong. 
Wallenstein,  we  know,  once  tried  it  with  furious  as- 
sault, with  bombardment,  sap  and  storm;  swore  he 
would  have  it,  "though  it  hung  by  a  chain  from 
Heaven;"  but  could  not  get  it,  after  all  his  volcanic 
raging;  and  was  driven  away,  partly  by  the  Swedes 
and  armed  Townsfolk,  chiefly  by  the  marsh-fevers  and 
continuous  rains.  Stralsund  has  been  taken,  since  that, 
by  Prussian  sieging;  as  old  men,  from  the  Great  Elec- 
tor's time,  still  remember.**  To  Louis  Fourteenth's 
menacing  Ambassador,  Friedrich  Wilhelm  seems  to 
intimate  that  indeed  big  bullying  words  will  not  take 
it,  but  that  Prussian  guns  and  men,  on  a  just  ground, 
still  may. 

•  Pauli,  viii.  86-101;  Buohholz,  1.  81-89;  FSrster,  ii.  84-89;  Stenzel, 
iU.  272-278. 

•«  10ih-15th  October  1678  (Paall,  y.  208,  206). 
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The  details  of  this  Siege  of  Stralsund  are  all  on  re- 
cord, and  had  once  a  certain  fame  in  the  world;  but 
>  except  as  a  distant  echo,  must  not  concern  us  here.  It 
'lasted  till  mid- winter,  under  continual  fierce  counter- 
movements  and  desperate  sallies  from  the  Swedish  Lion, 
standing  at  bay  there  against  all  the  world.  But  Fried- 
rich  Wilhelm  was  vigilance  itself;  and  he  had  his  An- 
halt-Dessaus  with  him,  his  Borcks,  Buddenbrocks, 
Finkensteins,  veteran  men  and  captains,  who  had 
learned  their  art  imder  Marlborough  and  Eugene.  The 
Lion  King's  fierce  sallies,  and  desperate  valour,  could 
not  avail.  Point  after  point  was  lost  for  him.  Koppen, 
a  Prussian  Lieutenant-Colonel,  native  to  the  place,  who 
has  bathed  in  those  waters  in  his  youth,  remembers 
that,  by  wading  to  the  chin,  you  could  get  round  the 
extremity  of  Charles's  main  outer  line.  Koppen  states 
his  project,  gets  it  approved  of;  —  wades  accordingly, 
with  a  select  party,  under  cloud  of  night  (4th  of  No- 
vember, eve  of  Gunpowder-day,  a  most  cold-hot  job); 
other  ranked  Prussian  battalions  awaiting  intently  out- 
side, with  shouldered  firelock,  invisible  in  the  dark, 
what  will  become  of  him.  Koppen  wades  successfully; 
seizes  the  first  battery  of  said  line,  —  masters  said  line 
with  its  batteries,  the  outside  battalions  and  he.  Lre- 
pressibly,  with  horrible  uproar  from  without  and  from 
within;  the  flying  Swedes  scarcely  getting-up  the  Town- 
drawbridge,  as  he  chased  them.  That  important  line 
is  lost  to  Charles. 

Next  they  took  the  Isle  of  Riigen  from  him,  which 
shuts-up  the  harbour.     Leopold  of  Anhalt-Dessau,  our 
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ragged  finend,  in  Danisli  boats,  which  were  but  ill 
navigated,  contrives,  about  a  week  after  that  Koppen 
feat,  to  effect  a  landing  on  Riigen,  at  nightfall;  beats- 
off  the  weak  Swedish  party;  —  entrenches,  palisades 
himself  to  the  teeth,  and  lies  down  under  arms.  That 
latter  was  a  wise  precaution.  For,  about  four  in  the 
morning,  Charles  comes  in  person,  with  eight  pieces  of 
camion  and  four-thousand  horse  and  foot:  Charles  is 
Btmck  with  amazement  at  the  palisade  and  ditch 
("Jlf«h  Gott^  who  would  have  expected  this!"  he  was 
heard  murmuring);  dashes,  like  a  fire-flood,  against 
ditch  and  palisade;  tears  at  the  pales  himself,  which 
prove  impregnable  to  his  cannon  and  him.  He  storms 
and  rages  forward,  again  and  again,  now  here,  now 
&ere;  but  is  met  everywhere  by  steady  deadly  mus- 
ketry; and  has  to  retire,  fruitless,  about  daybreak,  him- 
self wounded,  and  leaving  his  eight  cannons,  and  four- 
hundred  slain. 

Poor  Charles,  there  had  been  no  sleep  for  him  that 
night,  and  little  for  very  many  nights:  "on  getting  to 
^' horse,  on  the  shore  at  Stralsund,  he  fainted  repeated- 
"ly;  fell  out  of  one  faint  into  another;  but  such  was 
"his  rage,  he  always  recovered  himself,  and  got  on 
"horseback  again."*  Poor  Charles:  a  bit  of  right 
royal  Swedish-German  stuff,  after  his  kind;  and  tragi- 
ddly  ill  bested  now  at  last!  This  is  his  exit  he  is 
now  making,  —  still  in  a  consistent  manner.  It  is 
fifteen  years  now  since  he  waded  ashore  at  Copen- 
hagen,  and  first  heard  the  bullets  whistle  round  him. 

*  Buohholz,  i.  8G. 
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Since  which  time,  what  a  course  has  he  run;  crush- 
ing athwart  all  manner  of  ranked  armies,  diplomatic 
combinations,  right  onward,  like  a  cannon-ball;  tearing- 
off  many  solemn  wigs  in  those  Northern  parts,  and 
scattering  them  upon  the  winds,  —  even  as  he  did  his 
own  ftill-buttom  wig,  impatiently,  on  that  first  day  at 
Copenhagen,  finding  it  unfiirthersome  for  actual  busi- 
ness in  battle.* 

In  about  a  month  hence,  the  last  important  horn- 
work  is  forced;  Charles,  himself  seen  fiercely  fighting 
on  the  place,  is  swept  back  from  his  last  homwork; 
^  and  the  general  storm,  now  altogether  irresistible,  is 
evidently  at  hand.  On  entreaty  from  his  followers, 
entreaty  often  renewed,  with  tears  even  (it  is  said)  and 
on  bended  knees,  Charles  at  last  consents  to  go.  He 
left  no  orders  for  surrender;  would  not  name  the  word; 
"left  only  ambiguous  vague  orders."  But  on  the  19th 
December  1715,  he  does  actually  depart;  gets  on 
board  a  little  boat,  towards  a  Swedish  frigate,  which  is 
lying  above  a  mile  out;  the  whole  road  to  which,  be- 
tween Etlgen  and  the  mainland,  is  now  solid  ice,  and 
has  to  be  cut  as  he  proceeds.  This  slow  operation, 
which  lasted  all  day,  was  visible,  and  its  meaning  well 
known,  in  the  besiegers'  lines.  The  King  of  Den- 
maris:  saw  it;  and  brought  a  battery  to  bear. upon  it; 
his  thought  had  always  been,  that  Charles  should  be 
captured  or  killed  in  Stralsund,  and  not  allowed  to  get 
away.  Friedrich  Wilhelm  was  of  quite  another  mind, 
and   had   even   used   secret   influences  to  that  effect; 

*  EShler:  Munibelustigungen  ^  xiv.  213. 
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eager  that  Charles  should  escape.  It  is  said,  he  re- 
•  moQstrated  very  passionately  with  the  Danish  King 
and  this  battery  of  his;  nay,  some  add,  since  remon- 
strances did  not  avail,  and  the  battery  still  threatened 
to  fire,  Friedrich  Wilhelm  drew-up  a  Prussian  regiment 
or  two  at  the  muzzles  of  it,  and  said.  You  shall  shoot 
us  first,  then.*  Which  is  a  pleasant  myth  at  least;  and 
symbolical  of  what  the  reality  was. 

Charles  reached  his  frigate  about  nightfall,  but 
made  little  way  from  the  place,  owing  to  defect  of 
wind.  They  say,  he  even  heard  the  chamade  beating 
in  Stralstmd  next  day,  and  that  a  Danish  frigate  had 
nearly  taken  him;  both  which  statements  are  perhaps 
also  a  little  mythical.  Certain  only  that  he  vanished  at 
this  point  into  Scandinavia;  and  general  Europe  never 
saw  him  more.  Vanished  into  a  cloud  of  untenable 
schemes,  guided  by  Alberoni,  Baron  G5rtz  and  others; 
wild  schemes,  financial,  diplomatic,  warlike,  nothing  not 
chimerical  in  them  but  his  own  unquenchable  real 
energy;  —  and  found  his  death  (by  assassination,  as 
.  appears)  in  the  trenches  of  Frederickshall,  among  the 
Norway  Hills,  one  winter  night,  three  years  hence. 
Assassination  instigated  by  the  Swedish  Official  Per- 
sons, it  is  thought.  The  bullet  passed  through  both  his 
temples;  he  had  clapt  his  hand  upon  the  hilt  of  his 
sword,  and  was  found  leant  against  the  parapet,  in  that 
attitude,  —  gone  upon  a  long  march  now.  So  vanished 
Charles  Twelfth;  the  distressed  Official  Persons  and 
Nobility  exploding  upon  him  in  that  rather  damnable 

*  Buchholz,  p.  138  n. 
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way,  —  anxious  to  slip  their  muzzles  at  any  cost  what- 
ever. A  man  of  antique  character;  true  as  a  child,  « 
simple,  even  bashful,  and  of  a  strength  and  valour 
rarely  exampled  among  men.  Open-hearted  Antique 
populations  would  have  much  worshipped  such  an  Ap- 
pearance; —  Voltaire,  too,  for  the  artificial  Modems, 
has  made  a  myth  of  him,  of  another  type;  one  of 
those  impossible  cast-iron  gentlemen,  heroically  mad, 
such  as  they  show  in  the  Playhouses,  pleasant  but  not 
profitable,  to  an  undisceming  Public*  The  last  of  the 
Swedish  Elings  died  in  this  way;  and  the  unmuzzled 
Official  Persons  have  not  made  much  of  kinging  it  in 
his  stead.  Charles  died;  and,  as  we  may  say,  took  the 
life  of  Sweden  along  with  him;  for  it  has  never  shone 
among  the  Nations  since,  or  been  much  worth  mention- 
ing, except  for  its  misfortunes,  spasmodic  impotences 
and  unwisdoms. 

Stralsund  instantly  beat  the  chamade,  as  we  heard; 
and  all  was  surrender  and  subjection  in  those  regions. 
Surrender;  not  yet  pacification,  not  while  Charles  lived: 
nor  for  half-a-century  after  his  death,  could  Mecklen- 
burg, Holstein-Gottorp ,  and  other  his  confederates, 
escape  a  sad  coil  of  calamities  bequeathed  by  him  to 
them.  Friedrich  Wilhelm  returned  to  Berlin,  victorious 
from  his  first,  which  was  also  his  last,  Prussian  War, 
in  January  1716;  and  was  doubtless  a  happy  man,  not 
"to  be  buried  in  the  Schlosskirche  (under  penalty  of 

*  See  Alderfeld  (Military  Ilislory  of  Charles  Xll.  London,  1740,  2  vols., 
"from  the  Swedish,"  throi  gh  the  French)  and  KShlor  {Munibelustigungen , 
ubi  auprk) ,  for  some  aathenthic  traits  of  his  life  and  him. 
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,  God's  corse),''  but  to  find  his  little  Fritz  and  Feekin, 

;^  and  all  the  world,  meny  to  see  him,  and  all  things  put 

t  iqiiaie  again,  abroad  as  at  home.      He  forbade  the 

^'tdmnphal  entry"  which  Berlin  was  preparing  for  him-, 

entered  priyately;  and  ordered  a  thanksgiving-sermon 

in  all  the  churches  next  Sunday. 

The  Devil  in  harness:  Creutz  the  Finance-Minister. 

In  the  Eling^s  absence  nothing  particular  had  occur- 
red, —  except  indeed  the  walking  of  a  dreadful  Spectre, 
three  nights  over,  in  the  corridors  of  the  Palace  at 
Berlin;  past  the  doors  where  our  little  Prince  and  Wil- 
helmina  slept:  bringing  with  it  not  airs  &om  Heaven, 
we  may  fear,  but  blasts  from  the  Other  place!  The  stal- 
wart sentries  shook  in  their  paces,  and  became  '^half- 
dead"  fix)m  terror.  "A  horrible  noise,  one  night,"  says 
Wilhelmina,  "when  all  were  buried  in  sleep:  all  the 
"world  started  up,  thinking  it  was  fire;  but  they  were 
"much  surprised  to  find  that  it  was  a  Spectre."  Evident 
Spectre,  seen  to  pass  this  way,  "and  glide  along  that 
"gallery,  as  if  towards  the  apartments  of  the  Queen's 
"Ladies."  Captain  of  the  Guard  could  find  nothing  in 
that  galleiy,  or  anywhere,  and  withdrew  again:  —  but 
lo,  it  returns  the  way  it  went!  Stalwart  sentries  were 
found  melted  into  actual  deliquium  of  swooning,  as  the 
Preternatural  swept-by  this  second  time.  "They  said, 
"It  was  the  Devil  in  person;  raised  by  Swedish  wizards 
**to  kill  the  Prince-Eoyal."  *  Poor  Prince-Eoyal;  sleep- 

*  Wilhelmina:  M^moires  de Bareith ,  1. 18. 


174  FRIEDEICH's  apprenticeship,  first  stage,  [book  IV. 

'  1718-1728. 

ing  sonnd,  we  hope;  little  more  than  three  years  old 
at  this  time,  and  knowing  nothing  of  it!  —  All  Berlin- 
talked  of  the  alFair.  People  dreaded  it  might  be  a 
"Spectre"  of  Swedish  tendencies;  aiming  to  bum  the 
Palace,  spirit-off  the  Royal  Children,  and  do  one  knew 
not  what? 

Not  that  at  all,  by  any  means!  The  Captain  of  the 
Guard,  reinforcing  himself  to  defiance  even  of  the 
Preter-natural,  does,  on  the  third  or  fourth  apparition, 
clutch  the  Spectre;  finds  him  to  be  —  a  prowling 
Scullion  of  the  Palace,  employed  here  he  will  not  say 
how;  who  is  straight-way  locked  in  prison,  and  so 
exorcised  at  least  Exorcism  is  perfect;  but  Berlin  is 
guessing  as  to  the  rest,  —  secret  of  it  discoverable 
only  by  the  Queen's  Majesty  and  some  few  most  inte- 
rior parties.     To  the  following  effect. 

Spectre-Scullion,  it  turns  out,  had  been  employed 
by  Grumkow,  as  spy  upon  one  of  the  Queen's  Maids 
of  Honour,  —  suspected  by  him  to  be  a  No-maid  of 
Dishonour,  and  of  ill-intentions  too,  —  who  lodges  in 
that  part  of  the  Palace;  of  whom  Herr  Grumkow  wishes 
intensely  to  know,  "Has  she  an  intrigue  with  Crentz 
the  new  Finance-Minister,  or  has  she  not?"  "Has, 
beyond  doubt!"  the  Spectre-Scullion  hopes  he  has  dis- 
covered, before  exorcism.  Upon  which  Grumkow,  es- 
sentially illuminated  as  to  the  required  particular,  ma- 
nages to  get  the  Spectre-Scullion  loose  again,  not  quite 
hanged;  glozing  the  matter  off  to  his  Majesty  on  his 
return:  for  the  rest,  ruins  entirely  the  Crentz  specula- 
tion; and  has  the  No-maid  called  of  Honour,  —  with 
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wbom  Crentz  thonght  to  have  seduced  the  young  King 
also,  and  made  the  young  King  amenable, — •  dismissed 
from  Court  in  a  peremptory  irrefragable  manner.  This 
is  the  secret  of  the  Spectre-Scullion,  ftdly  revealed  by 
Wilhelmina  many  years  after. 

This  one  short  glance  into  the  Satan's  Invisible- 
World  of  the  Berlin  Palace,  we  could  not  but  afford 
the  reader,  when  an  actual  Goblin  of  it  happened  to  be 
walking  in  our  neighbourhood.  Such  an  Invisible- 
World  of  Satan  exists  in  most  human  Houses,  and  in 
all  human  Palaces;  —  with  its  imps,  familiar-demons, 
spies,  go-betweens,  and  industrious  bad-angels,  conti- 
uually  mounting  and  descending  by  their  Jacob's- 
Ladder,  or  Palace  Backstairs:  operated  upon  by  Con- 
jurors of  the  Grumkow-Creutz  or  other  sorts.  Tyrannous 
Mamsell  Leti,*  treacherous  Mamsell  Eamen,  valet-sur- 
geon Eversmann,  and  plenty  more:  readers  of  Wil- 
helmina's  Book  are  too  well  acquainted  with  them. 
Nor  are  expert  Conjurors  wanting;  capable  to  work 
strange  feats  with  so  plastic  an  element  as  Friedrich 
Wilhelm's  mind.  Let  this  one  short  glimpse  of  such 
Subterranean  World  be  sufficient  indication  to  the  reader's 
fancy. 

Creutz  was  not  dismissed,  as  some  people  had  ex- 

*  Leti,  Governess  to  Wilhelmina,  but  soon  dismissed  for  insolent 
ernelty  and  other  bad  condact,  was  daughter  of  that  Gregorlo  Leti  (*'Pro« 
testant  Italian *'  Refugee,  "Historiographer  of  Amsterdam  ,**  &c.  <be.),  who 
onee  had  a  pension  in  this  country;  and  who  wrote  History  Books,  a  Life  of 
Cromwell  one  of  them,  so  regardless  of  the  difference  between  true  and 
false* 
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pected  he  might  be.  Greutz  continnes  Finance-Mmister; 
makes  a  great  figure  in  the  fashionable  Berlin  world  in 
these  coming  years,  and  is  much  talked-of  in  the  old 
Books,  —  though,  as  he  works  mostly  underground, 
and  merely  does  budgets  and  finance-matters  with  ex- 
treme talent  and  success,  we  shall  hope  to  hear  almost 
nothing  more  of  him.  Majesty,  while  Crown -Prince, 
when  he  first  got  his  regiment  from  Papa,  had  fotmd 
this  Creutz  "Auditor"  in  it;  a  poor  but  handsome  fel- 
low, with  perhaps  seven  shillings  a  week  to  live  upon; 
but  with  such  a  talent  for  arranging,  for  reckoning 
and  recording,  in  brief  for  controlling  finance,  as  more 
and  more  charmed  the  royal  mind.* 

One  of  Majesty's  first  acts  was  to  appoint  him 
Finance-Minister;  **  and  there  he  continued  steady,  not 
to  be  overset  by  little  flaws  of  wind  like  this  of  the 
Spectre-Scullion's  raising.  It  is  certain  he  did,  himself, 
become  rich;  and  helped  well  to  make  his  Majesty  so. 
We  are  to  fancy  him  his  Majesty's  iottleholder  in  that 
battle  with  the  Finance  Nightmares  and  Imbroglios, 
when  so  much  had  to  be  subjugated,  and  drilled  into 
step,  in  that  department  Evidently  a  longheaded 
cunning  fellow;  much  of  the  Grumkow  type;  —  stand- 
ing very  low  in  Wilhelmina's  judgment;  and  ill-seen, 
when  not  avoidable  altogether,  by  the  Queen's  Majesty. 
"The  man  was  a  poor  Country  BaiHff's  (Amtmann'sj 

•  Mauvillon  ("Elder  Mauvillon,"   Anonymous):  Histoire  de  Frederic 
Guillaume  1,  par  M.  de  M  ***  (Amsterdam  et  Leipzig,  1741),  i.  47.  ▲  vagae 
flimsy  Compilatioa;  —  gives  abundant  '* State  Papers"  (to  such  as  want 
them),  and  echoes  of  old  Newspaper  rumour.    Very  copious  on  Creutz. 
•*  4th  May  1713:  Prenss,  i.  349  n. 
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id  of  Tax-manager^s)  son:  from  Auditor  of  a  regi- 
fment,^  Papa's  own  regiment,  ^'he  had  risen  to  be 
>r  of  Finance,  and  a  Minister  of  State.  His 
'*^6onl  was  as  low  as  his  birth;  it  was  an  assemblage  of 
**all  the  vices,"*  says  Wilhelmina,  in  the  language  of 
exaggeration.  —  Let  him  stand  by  his  budgets;  keep 
well  out  of  Wilhelmina's  and  the  Queen's  way;  — 
and  very  especially  beware  of  coming  on  Gfrumkow's 
field  again. 

•  Wilhelmina,  1. 16. 


Carlyle,  Frederic  the  Great*  IL  12 
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CHAPTER  VI. 

THE  LITTLE  DRUMMER. 

This  Siege  of  Stralsund,  the  last  militaiy  scene  of 
Charles  XTT. ,  and  the  first  ever  practically  heard-of  by 
our  little  Fritz,  who  is  now  getting  into  his  fourth  year, 
and  must  have  'thought  a  great  deal  about  it  in  his 
little  head,  —  Papa  and  even  Mamma  being  absent  on 
it,  and  such  a  marching  and  rumouring  going  on  all 
round  him,  —  proved  to  be  otherwise  of  some  im- 
portance to  little  Fritz. 

Most  of  his  Tutors  were  picked-up  by  the  careful 
Papa  in  this  Stralsund  business.  Duhan  de  Jandun,  a 
young  French  gentleman,  family-tutor  to  General  Count 
Dohna  (a  cousin  of  our  Minister  Dohna's),  but  fonder 
of  fighting  than  of  teaching  grammar;  whom  Friedrich 
Wilhelm  found  doing  soldier's  work  in  the  trenches, 
and  liked  the  ways  of;  he,  as  the  foundation-stone  of 
tutorage,  is  to  be  first  mentioned.  And  then  Count 
Fink  von  Finkenstein,  a  distinguished  veteran,  high  in 
command  (of  whose  qualities  as  Head-Tutor,  or  occa- 
sional travelling-guardian,  Friedrich  Wilhelm  had  ex- 
perience in  his   own  young  days*);  and  Lieutenant- 

*  Bioornphisches  Lexihon  alter  Heldon  tind  Militairpersonen ,  welche  sioh 
in  Preussischen  Dims  ten  berUhmt  gemacht  haben  (4  vols.  Berlin,  1788),  i.418, 
§  Finkenstein.  —  A  praiseworthy,  modest,  highly  correct  Book,  of  its  kind; 
which  we  shall ,  in  future ,  call  Militair^Lexikon,  when  referring  to  It. 
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'Colonel  Kalkstein,  a  prisoner-of-war  from  the  Swedish 
«de,  whom  Friedrich  Wilhelm,  judging  well  of  him, 
adopts  into  his  own  service  with  this  view:  these  Three 
come  all  from  Stralsund  Siege;  and  were  of  vital  mo- 
ment to  our  little  Fritz  in  the  subsequent  time.  Colonel 
Seckendorf,  again,  who  had  a  command  in  tlie  Four- 
thousand  Saxons  here,  and  refreshed  into  intimacy  a 
transient  old  acquaintance  with  Friedrich  Wilhelm,  — 
is  not  he  too  of  terrible  importance  to  Fritz  and  him? 
As  we  shall  see  in  time!  — 

For  the  rest,  here  is  another  little  incident.  We 
said  it  had  been  a  disappointment  to  Papa  that  his 
little  Fritz  showed  almost  no  appetite  for  soldiering, 
but  found,  other  sight  more  interesting  to  him  than  the 
drill-ground.  Sympathise,  then,  with  the  earnest  Papa, 
as  he  returns  home  one  afternoon,  —  date  not  given, 
but  to  all  appearance,  of  that  year  1715,  when  there 
was  such  war-rumouring,  and  marching  towards  Stral- 
sund; —  and  found  the  little  Fritz,  with  Wilhelmina 
looking  over  him,  strutting  about,  and  assiduously 
beating  a  little  dmm. 

The  paternal  heart  ran-over  with  glad  fondness,  in- 
voking Heaven  to  confirm  the  omen.  Mother  was  told 
of  it;  the  phenomenon  was  talked  of,  —  beautifullest, 
hopefuUest  of  little  drummers.  Painter  Pesne,  a  French 
Immigrant,  or  Importee,  of  the  last  reign,  a  man  of 
great  skill  with  his  brush,  whom  History  yet  thanks 
on  several  occasions,  was  sent  for;  or  he  heard  of  the 
incident,   and  volunteered  his  services.     A  Portrait  of 

12* 
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litttle  Fritz  drumming,  with  Wilhelmina  looking  on;  to 
which,  probably  for  the  sake  of  colour  and  pictorial 
eflFect,  a  Blackamoor,  aside  with  tray  in  hand,  grinning 
approbation,  has  been  added,  —  was  sketched,  and 
dextrously  worked-out  in  oil,  by  Painter  Pesne.  Pic- 
ture approved  by  mankind  there  and  then.  And  it 
still  hangs  on  the  wall,  in  a  perfect  state  in  Char- 
lottenburg  Palace;  where  the  judicious  tourist  may 
see  it  without  difficulty,  and  institute  reflections  on  it 

A  really  graceful  little  Picture;  and  certainly,  to 
Prussian  men,  not  without  weight  of  meaning.  Nor 
perhaps  to  Picture-Collectors  and  Cognoscenti  generally, 
of  whatever  country,  —  if  they  could  forget,  for  a  mo- 
ment, the  coreggiosity  of  Coreggio,  and  the  learned 
babble  of  the  Sale-room  and  varnishing  Auctioneer; 
and  think,  "Why  it  is,  probably,  that  Pictures  exist 
in  this  world,  and  to  what  end  the  divine  art  of  Paint- 
ing was  bestowed,  by  the  earnest  gods,  upon  poor 
mankind?"  I  could  advise  it,  once,  for  a  little!  Flaying 
of  Saint  Bartholomew,  Eape  of  Europa,  Eape  of  the 
Sabines,  Piping  and  Amours  of  goat-footed  Pan,  Ro- 
mulus suckled  by  the  Wolf:  all  this,  and  much  else 
of  fabulous,  distant,  unimportant,  not  to  say  impos- 
sible, ugly  and  unworthy,  shall  pass  without  undue 
severity  of  criticism,  in  a  Household  of  such  opulence 
as  ours,  where  much  goes  to  waste,  and  where  things 
are  not  on  an  earnest  footing  for  this  long  while  past! 
As  Created  Objects,  or  as  Phantasms  of  such,  pictorially 
done,  all  this  shall  have  much  worth,  or  shall  have 
little.    But  I  say,  Here  withal  is  one  not  phantasmal, 
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of  indisputable  certainty,  homegrown,  just  commencing 
business,  wbo  carried  it  far! 

Fritz  is  still,  if  not  in  "long-clotbes,"  at  least  in 
longisb  and  flowing  clothes,  of  the  petticoat  sort,  which 
look  as  of  dark-blue  velvet,  very  simple,  pretty  and 
appropriate;  in  a  cap  of  the  same;  has  a  short  raven^s 
feather  in  the  cap ;  and  looks  up ,  with  a  face  and  eyes 
full  of  beautiftd  vivacity  and  child's  enthusiasm,  one 
of  the  beautifullest  little  figures ,  while  the  little  drum 
responds  to  his  bits  of  drum-sticks.  Sister  Wilhelmina, 
taller  by  some  three  years,  looks  on  in  pretty  stooping 
attitude,  and  with  a  graver  smile.  Blackamoor,  and 
room-furniture  elegant  enough;  and  finally  the  figure  of 
a  grenadier,  on  guard,  seen  far  off  through  an  open 
window,  —  make-up  the  background. 

We  have  Engravings  of  this  Picture;  which  are  of 
clumsy  poor  quality,  and  misrepresent  it  much:  an  ex- 
cellent Copy  in  oil,  what  might  be  called  almost  a  fac- 
simile and  the  perfection  of  a  Copy,  is  now  (1854)  in 
Lord  Ashburton's  Collection  here  in  England.  In  the 
Berlin  Galleries,  —  which  are  made-up,  like  other 
Galleries,  of  goat-footed  Pan,  Europa's  Bull,  Komulus's 
She-Wolf,  and  the  coreggiosity  of  Coreggio ;  and  con- 
tain, for  instance,  no  Portrait  of  Friedrich  the  Great; 
no  Likenesses  at  all,  or  next  to  none  at  all,  of  the 
noble  series  of  Human  Realities,  or  of  any  part  of 
them,  who  have  sprung  not  firom  the  idle  brains  of 
dreaming  Dilettanti,  but  from  the  Head  of  God  Almighty, 
to  make  this  poor  authentic  Earth  a.  little  memorable 
for  us,  and  to  do  a  little  work  that  may  be  eternal 
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there:  —  in  those  expensive  Halls  of  "High  Art"  at 
Berlin,  there  were,  to  my  experience,  few  Pictures  more 
agreeable  than  this  of  Pesne's.  Welcome,  like  one  tiny 
islet  of  Reality  amid  the  shoreless  sea  of  Phantasms,  to 
the  reflective  mind,  seriously  loving  and  seeking  what 
is  worthy  and  memorable,  seriously  hating  and  avoiding 
what  is  the  reverse,  and  intent  not  to  play  the  dilettante 
in  this  world. 

The  same  Pesne,  an  excellent  Artist,  has  painted 
Fnedrich  as  Prince-Royal:  a  beautiful  young  man;  with 
moist'looking  enthusiastic  eyes  of  extraordinary  brilli- 
ancy, smooth  oval  face;  considerably  resembling  his 
Mother.  After  which  period,  authentic  Pictures  of 
Friedrich  are  sought-for  to  little  purpose.  For,  it  seems, 
he  never  sat  to  any  Painter,  in  his  reigning  days;  and 
the  Prussian  Chodowiecki,*  Saxon  GraflF,  English  Cun- 
ningham, had  to  pick-up  his  physiognomy  from  the 
distance,  intermittently,  as  they  could.  Nor  is  Ranches 
grand  eq[uestrian  Sculpture  a  thing  to  be  believed,  or 
perhaps  pretending  much  to  be  so.  The  commonly- 
received  Portrait  of  Friedrich,  which  all  German  limners 
can  draw  at  once,  —  the  cocked-hat,  big  eyes  and 
alert  air,  reminding  you  of  some  uncommonly  brisk 
Invalid  Drill-sergeant  or  Greenwich  Pensioner,  as  much 
as  of  a  Royal  Hero,  —  is  nothing  but  a  general  extract 
and  average  of  all  the  faces  of  Friedrich,  such  as  has 
been  tacitly  agreed  upon;  and  is  definable  as  a  received 


*  Pronounce  Kodov-yctski ;  —  and  endeavour  to  make  some  acquaint- 
ance with  this  'Prussian  Hogarth,*  who  has  real  worth  and  originality. 
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pictorial-inyili,  by  no  means  as  a  fact,  or  credible  re- 
semblance of  lifa 

But  enough  now  of  Pictures.  This  of  the  Little 
Dnimmer,  the  painting  and  the  thing  painted  which 
remain  to  us,  may  be  taken  as  Friedrich's  first  ap- 
pearance on  the  stage  of  the  world;  and  welcomed  ac- 
cordingly^ It  is  one  of  the  very  few  visualities  or  de- 
finite certainties  we  can  lay  hold  of,  in  those  young 
years  of  his,  and  bring  conclusively  home  to  our  ima- 
gination, out  of  the  waste  Prussian  dustclouds  of  unin- 
structive  garrulity  which  pretend  to  record  them  for  us. 
Whether  it  came  into  existence  as  a  shadowy  emana- 
tion from  the  Stralsund  Expedition,  can  only  be 
matter  of  conjecture.  To  judge  by  size,  these  figu- 
res must  have  been  painted  about  the  year  1715;  Fritz 
some  three  or  four  years  old,  his  sister  Wilhelmina  seven. 

It  remains  only  to  be  intimated,  that  Friedrich  Wil- 
helm,  for  his  part,  had  got  all  he  claimed  ifrom  this 
Expedition:  namely,  Stettin  with  the  dependent  Towns, 
and  quietness  in  Pommem.  Stettin  was,  from  of 
old,  the  capital  of  his  own  part  of  Pommern;  thrown- 
in  along  with  the  other  part  of  Pommem,  and  given 
to  Sweden  (from  sheer  necessity,  it  was  avowed),  at 
the  Peace  of  Westphalia,  sixty  years  ago  or  more:  — 
and  now,  by  good  chance,  it  has  come  back.  Wait 
another  hundred  years,  and  perhaps  Swedish  Pommern 
altogether  will  come  back!  But  from  all  this  Fried- 
rich  Wilhelm  is  still  far.  Stettin  and  quiet  are  all  he 
dreams  of  demanding  there. 
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Stralsnnd  he  did  not  reckon  his;  left  it  with  the 
Danes,  to  hold  in  pawn  till  some  general  Treaty.  Nor 
was  there  farther  outbreak  of  war  in  those  regions; 
though  actual  Treaty  of  Peace  did  not  come  till  1720, 
and  make  matters  sure.  It  was  the  new  Queen  of 
Sweden,  Ulrique  Eleonora  (Charles's  younger  Sister, 
wedded  to  the  young  Landgraf  of  Hessen-Cassel) ,  — 
much  aided  by  an  English  Envoy,  —  who  made  this 
Peace  with  Friedrich  Wilhelm.  A  young  English 
Envoy,  called  Lord  Carteret,  was  very  helpM  in 
this  matter;  one  of  his  first  feats  in  the  diplomatic 
world.  For  which  Peace*  Friedrich  Wilhelm  was  so 
thankful,  good  pacific  armed -man,  that,  happening 
to  have  a  Daughter  born  to  him  just  about  that 
time,  he  gave  the  little  creature  her  Swedish  Ma- 
jesty's name;  a  new  "Ulrique,"  who  grew  to  proper 
stature,  and  became  notable  in  Sweden,  herself,  by 
and  by.** 

*  Stockholm,  21st  Janaary  1720:  in  Mauvillon  (i.  880-417)  the  Docu- 
ment itself  at  large. 

**  Louisa  Ulriqae,  born  24th  July  1720;  Queen  of  Sweden  in  time  coming. 
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CHAPTER  Vn. 

TRANSIT   OP  CZAR  PETER. 

In  the  automn  of  1717,  Peter  the  Great,  coming 
home  £rom  his  celebrated  French  journey,  paid  Fried- 
rich  Wilhelm  a  visit;  and  passed  font  days  at  Ber- 
lin. Of  which  let  us  give  one  glimpse,  if  we  can  with 
brevity. 

Friedrich  Wilhelm  and  the  Czar,  like  in  several 
points,  though  so  dissimilar  in  others,  had  always  a 
certain  regard  for  one  another;  and  at  this  time,  they 
had  been  brought  into  closer  intercourse  by  their  com- 
mon peril  from  Charles  XII.,  ever  since  that  Stral- 
sund  business.  The  peril  was  real,  especially  with 
a  Gortz  and  Alberoni  putting  hand  to  it;  and  the 
alarm,  the  rumour,  and  uncertainty  were  great  in  those 
years.  The  wounded  Lion  driven  indignant  into  his 
lair,  with  Plotting  Artists  now  operating  upon  the  rage 
of  the  noble  animal:  who  knows  what  spring  he  will 
next  take? 

George  I.  had  a  fleet  cruising  in  the  Baltic  Sounds, 
and  again  a  fleet;  —  paying,  in  that  oblique  way,  for 
Bremen  and  Verden;  which  were  got,  otherwise,  such 
a  bargain  to  his  Hanover.  Czar  Peter  had  marched 
an  Army  into  Denmark;  united  Kussians  and  Danes 
count  Fifty- thousand  there;  for  a  conjunct  invasion, 
and  probable  destruction,  of  Sweden:  but  that  came 


186  FRIEDRICh'S  apprenticeship,  first  stage,  [book  IV. 

1713-1723. 

to  nothing;  Charles  looking  across  upon  it  too  dan- 
gerously, "visible  in  clear  weather  over  from  the  Danish 
side."*  So  Peter's  troops  have  gone  home  again; 
Denmark  too  glad  to  get  them  away.  Perhaps  they 
would  have  staid  in  Denmark  altogether;  much  liking 
the  green  pastures  and  convenient  situation,  —  had  not 
Admiral  Norris  with  his  cannon  been  there!  Per- 
haps? And  the  Pretender  is  ooming  again,  they  say? 
And  who  knows  what  is  coming?  —  How  Grortz,  in 
about  a  year  hence,  was  laid  hold  of,  and  let  go,  and 
then  ultimately  tried  and  beheaded  (once  his  lion  Ma- 
ster was  disposed  of);**  how.  Ambassador  Cellamare, 
and  the  Spanish  part  of  the  Plot,  having  been  dis- 
covered in  Paris,  Cardinal  Alberoni  at  Madrid  was  dis- 
covered, and  the  whole  mystery  laid  bare:  all  that 
mad  business,  of  bringing  the  Pretender  into  England, 
throwing-out  George  I.,  throwing-out  the  Regent  d'Or- 
leans,  and  much  more,  —  is  now  sunk  silent  enough, 
not  worthy  of  reawakening;  but  it  was  then  a  most 
loud  matter;  filling  the  European  Courts,  and  especially 
that  of  Berlin,  with  rumours  and  apprehensions.  No 
wonder  Friedrich  Wilhelm  was  grateful  for  that  Swe- 
dish Peace  of  his,  and  named  his  little  Daughter 
"Ulrique"  in  honour  of  it  Tumultuous  cloud-world  of 
Lapland  Witchcraft  had  ceased  hereby,  and  daylight 
had  begun:  old  women  (or  old  Cardinals)  riding  through 
the  sky,  on  broomsticks,  to  meet  Satan,  where  now 

«  1716:  Fassmann,  p.  171. 
«♦  19th  March  1719:  see  Kb'hler  (Miinzbelustigungen,  vi.  238-240  ,  xvil. 
297-804)  for  many  curious  details  of  Gortz  and  his  end. 
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are  they?  The  fact  still  dimly  perceptible  is,  Eu- 
rope, thanks  to  that  pair  of  Black-Artists,  Gortz  and 
Alberoni,  not  to  mention  Law  the  Finance -Wizard 
and  his  French  incantations,  had  been  kept  generally, 
for  those  three  or  four  years  past,  in  the  state  ot 
a  Haimted  House;  riotous  Goblins,  of  unknown  dire 
intent,  walking  now  in  this  apartment  of  it,  now 
in  that;  no  rest  anywhere  for  the  perturbed  inha- 
bitants. 

As  to  Friedrich  Wilhelm,  his  plan,  in  1717,  as  all 
along  in  this  bewitched  state  of  matters,  was:  To  fortify 
his  Frontier  Towns;  Memel,  Wesel,  to  the  right  and 
left;  especially  to  fortify  Stettin,  his  new  acquisition; 
—  and  to  put  his  Army,  and  his  Treasury  (or  Army- 
Che8t)y  more  and  more  in  order.  In  that  way  we  shall 
better  meet  whatever  goblins  there  may  be,  thinks 
Friedrich  Wilhelm.  Count  Lottum,  hero  of  the  Prus- 
sians at  Malplaquet,  is  doing  his  scientific  uttermost  in 
Stettin  and  those  Frontier  Towns.  For  the  rest,  his 
Majesty,  invited  by  the  Czar  and  France,  has  been 
found  willing  to  make  paction  with  them,  as  he  is 
with  all  pacific  neighbours.  In  fact,  the  Czar  and 
he  had  their  private  Conference,  at  Havelberg,  last 
year,  —  Havelberg,  some  sixty  miles  from  Berlin,  on 
the  road  towards  Denmark,  as  Peter  was  passing  that 
way;  —  ample  Conference  of  ^ye  days;*  —  privately 
agreeing  there,  about  many  points  conducive  to  tran- 
quillity. 

And  it  was  on  that  same  errand,  though  ostensibly 

*  28-28tb  November  1716 :  Fassmann ,  p.  172. 
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to  look  after  Art  and  the  Iiigher  forms  of  Civilisation 
so-called,  that  Peter  had  been  to  France  on  this  cele- 
brated occasion  of  1717.  We  know  he  saw  much  Art 
withal;  saw  Marly,  Trianon  and  the  grandeurs  and 
politenesses;  —  saw,  among  other  things  "a  Medal  of 
"himself  fall  accidentally  at  his  feet;"  polite  Medal 
"just  getting  struck  in  the  Mint,  with  a  Rising  Sun  on 
"it;  and  the  motto,  vires  acquirit  eundo."*  Osten- 
sibly it  was  to  see  cette  belle  France  \  but  privately 
withal  the  Czar  wished  to  taake  his  bargain,  with  the 
Regent  d'Orl^ans,  as  to  these  goblins  walking  in  the 
Northern  and  Southern  parts,  and  what  was  to  be 
done  with  them.  And  the  result  has  been,  the  Czar, 
Friedrich  WUhelm  and  the  said  Regent  have  just  con- 
cluded an  Agreement;**  undertaking,  in  general,  that 
the  goblins  shall  be  well  watched;  that  they  Three 
will  stand-by  one  another  in  watching  them.  And 
now  the  Czar  will  visit  Berlin  in  passing  homewards 
again.  That  is  the  position  of  aflPairs,  when  he  pays 
this  visit.  Peter  had  been  in  Berlin  more  than  once 
before;  but  almost  always  in  a  succinct  rapid  con- 
dition; never  with  his  "Court"  about  him  till  now. 
This  is  his  last,  and  by  far  his  greatest,  appearance  in 
Berlin. 

Such  a  transit,   of  the  Barbaric  semi-fabulous  Sove- 
reignties,   could   not   but  be  wonderful  to  everybody 

«  Voltaire ;  (Euvres  Completes  {flistoire  du  Czar  Pierre) ,  xxxi.  836.  — 
KShler,  in  MUnzbeltistigungen,  xvii.  886-892  (this  very  ^fedal  the  subject), 
gives  authentic  account,  day  by  day,  of  the  Czar*s  visit  there. 
««  4th  August  1717:  Buchbolz,  i.  43. 
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diere.  It  evidently  struck  Wilhelmina's  fancy  now  in 
kr  ninth  year,  very  mnch.  What  her  little  Brother 
did  in  it,  or  thought  of  it,  I  nowhere  find  hinted;  con- 
ehde  only  that  it  would  remain  in  his  head  too,  visible 
occasionally  to  the  end  of  his  life.  Wilhelmina's  Nar- 
rative, very  loose,  dateless  or  misdated,  plainly  wrong 
in  varions  particulars,  has  still  its  value  for  us:  human 
eifes^  even  a  child^s,  are  worth  something,  in  comparison 
to  hnman  want-of-eyes,  which  is  too  frequent  in  History- 
books  and  elsewhere!  —  Czar  Peter  is  now  fifty-five, 
his  Czarina  Catherine  about  thirty-three.  It  was  in 
1698  that  he  first  passed  this  way,  going  towards 
Sardam  and  practical  Shipbuilding:  within  which 
twenty  years,  what  a  spell  of  work  done!  Victory  of 
Pultawa  is  eight  years  behind  him;*  victories  in  many 
kinds  are  behind  him:  by  this  time  he  is  to  be  reckoned 
a  triumphant  Czar;  and  is  certainly  the  strangest  mix- 
ture of  heroic  virtue  and  brutish  Samoiedic  savagery 
the  world  at  any  time  had. 

It  was  Sunday,  19th  September  1717,  when  the 
Czar  arrived  in  Berlin.  Being  already  sated  with 
scenic  parades,  he  had  begged  to  be  spared  all  cere- 
mony; begged  to  be  lodged  in  Monbijou,  the  Queen's 
little  Garden -Palace,  with  river  and  trees  round  it, 
where  he  hoped  to  be  quietest.  Monbijou  has  been 
set  apart  accordingly;  the  Queen,  not  in  the  benignest 
humour,  sweeping  all  her  crystals  and  brittle  things 
away;  knowing  the  maiyiers  of  the  Muscovites.  Nor 
in  the  way  of  ceremony  was  there  much:  King  and 

»  27th  Jane  1709. 


190  FBIEDBICB'S  APPBEKTICESHIP,  FIBST  STAGE,  [book  IT. 

J7I3-I723. 

Queen  drove-out  to  meet  him;  rampart-guns  gave  three 
big  salvoes,  as  the  Czarish  Majesty  stept  forth.  ^^I  am 
glad  to  see  you,  my  Brother  Friedrich,^'  said  Peter,  in 
German,  his  only  intelligible  language;  shaking  hands 
with  the  Brother  Majesty,  in  a  cordial  human  manner. 
The  Queen  he,  still  more  cordially,  "would  have  kissed;" 
but  this  she  evaded,  in  some  graceful,  effective  way. 
As  to  the  Czarina,  —  who,  for  obstetric  and  other 
reasons,  of  no  moment  to  us,  had  staid  in  Wesel  all 
the  time  he  was  in  France,  —  she  followed  him  now 
at  two-days  distance;  not  along  with  him,  as  Wilhel- 
mina  has  it  Wilhelmina  says,  she  kissed  the  Queen's 
hand,  and  again  and  again  kissed  it;  begged  to  present 
her  Ladies,  —  "about  four-hundred  so-called  Ladies, 
who  were  of  her  Suite."  —  Surely  not  so  many  as 
Four-hundred,  you  too-witty  Princess?  "Mere  Grerman 
"serving-maids  for  most  part,"  says  the  witty  Princess; 
"Ladies  when  there  is  occasion,  then  acting  as  chamber- 
"  maids,  cooks,  washerwomen,  when  that  is  over." 

Queen  Sophie  was  averse  to  salute  these  creatures; 
but  the  Czarina  Catherine  making  reprisals  upon  our 
Margravines,  and  the  King  looking  painfully  earnest  in 
it,  she  prevailed  upon  herself.  Was  there  ever  seen 
such  a  travelling  tagraggery  of  a  Sovereign  Court  be- 
fore? "Several  of  these  creatures"  {presque  toutes, 
says  the  exaggerative  Princess)  "had,  in  their  arms,  a 
"baby  in  rich  dress;  and  if  you  asked,  *Is  that  yours, 
"then?'  they  answered,  making  salaams  in  Eussian 
"style,  'The  Czar  did  me  the  honour  (w'a  fait  Vhonneur 
"cfe  me  faire  cet  enfant)!***  — 
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Which  statement,  if  we  deduct  the  due  25  per-cent, 
is  probably  not  mythic,  after  all.  A  day  or  two  ago, 
the  Czar  had  been  at  Magdeburg,  on  his  way  hither, 
intent  upon  inspecting  matters  there;  and  the  Official 
Gentlemen,  —  President  Cocceji  (afterwards  a  very 
celebrated  man)  at  the  head  of  them,  —  waited  on  the 
Czar,  to  do  what  was  needfiil.  On  entering,  with  the 
proper  Address  or  complimentary  Harangue,  they  found 
bis  Czarish  Majesty  "standing  between  two  Russian 
Ladies ,''  clearly  Ladies  of  the  above  sort;  for  they 
stood  close  by  him,  one  of  his  arms  was  round  the 
neck  of  each,  and  his  hands  amused  themselves  by 
taking  liberties  in  that  posture,  all  the  time  Cocceji 
spoke.  Nay,  even  this  was  as  nothiug  among  the 
Magdeburg  phenomena.  Next  day,  for  instance,  there 
appeared  in  the  audience-chamber  a  certain  Serene  high- 
pacing  Duke  of  Mecklenburg,  with  his  Duchess ;  —  thrice- 
unfortunate  Duke,  of  whom  we  shall  too  often  hear  again; 
who  after  some  adventures,  under  Charles  XII.  first  of 
all,  and  then  under  the  enemies  of  Charles,  had,  about 
a  year  ago,  after  divorcing  liis  first  Wife,  married  a 
Niece  of  Peter's:  —  Duke  and  Duchess  arrive  now, 
by  order  or  gracious  invitation  of  their  Sovereign  Uncle, 
to  accompany  him  in  those  parts;  and  are  announced 
to  an  eager  Czar,  giving  audience  to  his  select  Magde- 
burg public.  At  sight  of  which  most  desirable  Duchess 
and  Brother's  Daughter,  how  Peter  started  up,  satyr- 
like, clasping  her  in  his  arms,  and  snatching  her  into 
an  inner  room,  with  the  door  left  ajar,  and  there  —  It 
is  too  Samoiedic  for  human  speech;   and  would  excel 
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belief,  were  not  the  testimony  so  strong.*  A  Duke  of 
Mecklenburg,  it  would  appear,  who  may  count  himself 
the  Non-pluS'uUra  of  Husbands,  in  that  epoch;  —  as 
among  Sovereign  Rulers,  too,  in  a  small  or  great  way, 
he  seeks  his  fellow  for  ill  luck  I 

Duke  and  Duchess  accompanied  the  Czar  to  Berlin, 
where  Wilhelmina  mentions  them,  as  presentees;  part 
of  these  "four-hundred"  anomalies.  They  took  the 
Czar  home  with  them  to  Mecklenburg:  where  indeed 
some  Russian  Regiments  of  his,  left  here  on  their  return 
from  Denmark,  had  been  very  useftil  in  coercing  the 
rebellious  Rittershaft  {Knightage^  or  Landed-Gentry)  of 
this  Duke,  —  till  at  length  the  general  outcry,  and 
voice  of  the  Reich  itself,  had  ordered  the  said  Regi- 
ments to  get  on  march  again,  and  take  themselves 
away.**  For  all  is  rebellion,  passive-rebellion,  in  Mecklen- 
burg; taxes  being  so  indispensable;,  and  the  Knights 
so  disinclined;  and  this  Duke  a  Sovereign,  —  such  as 
we  may  construe  from  his  quarrelling  with  almost  every- 
body, and  his  not  quarrelling  with  an  Uncle  Peter  of 
that  kind.***  His  troubles  as  Sovereign  Duke,  his  flights 
to  Dantzig,  oustings,  returns,  law-pleadings  and  foolish 
confusions,  lasted  all  his  life,  thirty  years  to  come;  and 
were  bequeathed  as  a  sorrowftil  legacy  to  Posterity  and 


♦  PCUnitz  (Memoiren,  !i.  95)  gives FriedrichWilhelm  as  voucher,  "who 
used  to  relate  it  as  from  eye-and-ear  witnesses.** 

*♦  The  last  of  them,  "July  1717;*  two  months  ago.    (Michaelis,  ii.  418.) 
»•*  One  poor  hint,  on  his  behalf,  let  us  not  omit:  "  Wife  quitted  him  in 
1719,  and  lived  at  Moscow  afterwards!'*    (General  Mannstein:  Memoirs  of 
litissia,  London,  1770,  p.  27  n.) 
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the  neighbouring  Coontries.  Voltaire  says,  the  Czar 
vished  to  bny  his  Duchy  from  him.*  And  truly,  for 
this  wretched  Duke,  it  would  have  been  good  to  sell  it 
at  any  price:  but  there  were  other  words  than  his  to 
Buch  a  bargain,  had  it  ever  been  seriously  meditated. 
By  this  extraordinary  Duchess,  he  becomes  Father 
(real  or  putative)  of  a  certain  Princess ,  whom  we  may 
hear  of;  and  through  her  again  is  Grandfather  of  an 
unfortunate  Eussian  Prince,  much  bruited  about,  as 
"the  murdered  Iwan,"  in  subsequent  times.  With  such 
a  Duke  and  Duchess  let  our  acquaintance  be  the  mm/- 
mum  of  what  necessity  compels. 

Wilhelmina  goes  by  hearsay  hitherto;  and,  it  is 
to  be  hoped,  had  heard  nothing  of  these  Magdeburg- 
Mecklenburg  phenomena;  but  after  the  Czarina^s  arrival, 
the  little  creature  saw  with  her  own  eyes: 

"Next  day,"  that  is  Wednesday  22d,  "the  Czar  and  his 
"  Spouse  came  to  return  the  Queen's  visit;  and  I  saw  the  Court 
"myself."  Palace  Grand- Apartments ;  Queen  advancing  a 
due  length ,  even  to  the  outer  guard-room ;  giving  the  Czarina 
her  right  hand,  and  leading  her  into  her  audience- chamber  in 
that  distinguished  manner:  King  and  Czar  followed  close;  — 
and  here  it  was  that  Wilhelmina's  personal  experiences  began. 
"  The  Czar  at  once  recognised  me ,  having  seen  me  before  five 
"  years  ago  "  (March  1713).  "  lie  caught  me  in  his  arms ;  fell 
"  to  kissing  me ,  like  to  flay  the  skin  off  my  faoe.  I  boxed  his 
f'ears,  sprawled,  and  struggled  with  all  my  strength ;  saying 
"I  would  not  allow  such  familiarities,  and  that  he  was  dis- 
"honouring  me.    He  laughed  greatly  at  this  idea;  made 

*  Ubi  supra,  xxxi.  414. 
Carlyle,  Frederic  the  Great,  11,  13 
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' '  peace,  and  talked  a  long  time  iviih  me.  I  had  got  my  lesson : 
'^  I  spoke  of  his  fleet  and  his  conquests ;  —  which  charmed  him 
'^  so  much ,  that  he  said  more  than  once  to  the  Czarina ,  '  If  he 
''  could  have  a  child  like  me,  he  would  willingly  give  one  of  his 
"Provinces  in  exchange.'  The  Czarina  also  caressed  me  a 
**good  deal.  The  Queen"  (Mamma)  "and  she  placed  them- 
"selves  under  the  dais,  each  in  an  arm-chair"  of  proper 
dignity;  "I  was  at  the  Queen's  side,  and  the  Princesses  of  the 
"Blood,"  Margravines  above  spoken  of,  "were  opposite  to 
"  her,"  —  all  in  a  standing  posture ,  as  is  proper. 

"  The  Czarina  was  a  little  stumpy  body ,  very  brown ,  and 
"had  neither  air  nor  grace;  you  needed  only  look  at  her,  to 
"guess  her  low  extraction."  It  is  no  secret,  she  had  been  a 
kitchen- wench  in  her  Lithuanian  native  country;  afterwards 
a  female  of  the  kind  called  unfortunate ,  under  several  figures . 
however,  she  saved  the  Czar  once,  by  her  ready- wit  and 
courage,  from  a  devouring  Turkish  Difficulty,  and  he  made 
her  fortunate  and  a  Czarina,  to  sit  under  the  dais  as  now. 
"  With  her  huddle  of  clothes ,  she  looked  for  all  the  world  like 
"  a  German  Play  actress ;  her  dress ,  you  would  have  said ,  had 
"been  bought  at  a  second-hand  shop ;  all  was  out  of  fashion, 
"  all  was  loaded  with  silver  and  greasy  dirt.  The  front  of  her 
"bodice  she  had  ornamented  with  jewels  in  a  very  singular 
"pattern:  A  double-eagle  in  embroidery,  and  the  plumes  of  it 
"  set  with  poor  little  diamonds ,  of  the  smallest  possible  carat, 
"  and  very  ill  mounted.  All  along  the  facing  of  her  gown  were 
"Orders  and  little  things  of  metal;  a  dozen  Orders,  and  as 
"  many  Portraits  of  saints,  of  relics  and  the  like ;  so  that  when 
"she  walked,  it  was  with  a  jingling,  as  if  you  heard  a  mule 
"with  bells  to  its  harness."  —  Poor  little  Czarina;  shifty  nut- 
brown  fellow-creature ,  strangely  chased-about  from  the  bot- 
tom to  the  top  of  this  world ;  it  is  evident  she  does  not  succeed 
at  Queen  Sophie  Dorothee's  Court!  — 
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'*  The  Czar,  on  the  other  hand,  was  verj  tall,  and  might  be 
"called  handsome,"  continues Wilhelmina:  ''his  countenance 
"was  beantifiil ,  but  had  something  of  savage  in  it  which  put 
"you  in  fear."  Partly  a  kind  of  Milton's-Devil  physiognomy  ? 
The  Portraits  give  it  rather  so.  Archangel  not  quite  ruined, 
yet  in  sadly  ruinous  condition;  its  heroism  so  bcmired,  —  with 
a  torn  for  strong-drink,  too,  at  times !  A  physiognomy  to  make 
one  reflect  "  His  dress  was  of  sailor  fashion ,  coat  altogether 
"plain." 

''  The  Czarina,  who  spoke  German  very  ill  herself,  and  did 
"not  understand  well  what  the  Queen  said,  beckoned  to  her 
"Pool  to  come  near,"  —  a  poor  female  creature ,  who  had  once 
been  a  Princess  Galitzin ,  but  having  got  into  mischief,  had 
been  excused  to  the  Czar  by  her  high  relations  as  mad,  and 
saved  from  death  or  Siberia,  into  her  present  strange  harbour 
of  refuge.  With  her  the  Czarina  talked  in  unknown  Russ, 
evidently  "laughing  much  and  loud,"  till  Supper  was  an- 
nounced. 

"At  table ,"  continues  Wilhelmina ,  "  the  Czar  placed  him- 
"self  beside  the  Queen.  It  is  understood  this  Prince  was  at- 
"  tempted  with  poison  in  his  youth ,  and  that  something  of  it 
"had  settled  on  his  nerves  ever  after.  One  thing  is  certain, 
"  there  took  him  very  often  a  sort  of  convulsion,  like  Tic  or  St.- 
"  Vitus ,  which  it  was  beyond  his  power  to  control.  That  hap- 
"pened  at  table  now.  He  got  into  contortions,  gesticulations ; 
<'and  as  the  knife  was  in  his  hand,  and  went  dancing  about 
"within  armslength  of  the  Queen,  it  frightened  her,  and  she 
"motioned  several  times  to  rise.  The  Czar  begged  her  not  to 
"mind,  for  he  would  do  her  no  Ul;  at  the  same  time  he  took 
"her  by  the  hand,  which  he  grasped  with  such  violence  that 
"  the  Queen  was  forced  to  shriek-out.  This  set  him  heartily 
"laughing;  saying  she  had  not  bones  of  so  hard  a  texture  as 
"his  Catherine's.    Supper  done ,  a  grand  Ball  had  been  got 
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''ready;  but  tbe  Czar  escaped  at  once,  and  walked  home  by 
''himself  to  Monbijoa,  leaving  the  others  to  dance.*' 

Wilhelmina's  story  of  the  Cabinet  of  Antiques;  of 
the  Indecent  little  Statue  there,  and  of  the  orders 
Catherine  got  to  kiss  it,  with  a  ^^Kopf  ah  (Head  off,  if 
you  won't)!"  from  the  bantering  Czar,  whom  she  had 
to  obey,  —  is  not  incredible,  after  what  we  have  seen. 
It  seems,  he  begged  this  bit  of  Antique  Indecency  from 
Friedrich  Wilhelm;  who,  we  may  fancy,  would  give 
him  such  an  article  with  especial  readiness.  That 
same  day,  fourth  of  the  Visit,  Thursday,  23d  of  the 
month,  the  august  Party  went  its  ways  again;  Friedrich 
Wilhelm  convoying  "as  far  as  Potsdam;"  Czar  and 
Suite  taking  that  route  towards  Mecklenburg,  where  he 
still  intends  some  little  pause  before  proceeding  home- 
ward. Friedrich  Wilhelm  took  farewell;  and  never 
saw  the  Czar  again. 

It  was  on  this  Journey,  best  part  of  which  is  now 
done,  that  the  famous  Order  bore,  "Do  it  for  six-thou- 
"sand  thalers;  won't  allow  you  one  other  penny  {nit 
"  emeti  Pfennig  gehe  mehr  dazu) ;  but  give  out  to  the  world 
"that  it  costs  me  thirty  or  forty  thousand!"  Nay,  it 
is  on  record  that  the  sum  proved  abundant,  and  even 
superabundant,  near  half  of  it  being  left  as  overplus.* 
The  hospitalities  of  Berlin,  Friedrich  Wilhelm  took 
upon  himself,  and  he  has  done  them  as  we  see.  You 
sliall  defray  his  Czarish  Majesty,  to  the  last  Prussian 
milestone;  punctually,  properly,  though  with  thrift  I 

*  Fbrster,  i.  215. 
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Peter's  viaticum,  the  Antique  Indecency,  Friedrich 
Wnhelm  did  not  grudge  to  part  with;  glad  to  purchase 
the  Czar^s  goodwill  by  coin  of  that  kind.  Last  year, 
at  Havelberg,  he  had  given  tlio  Czar  an  entire  Cabinet 
of  Amber  Articles,  belonging  to  his  late  Father.  Amber 
Cabinet,  in  the  lump;  and  likewise  such  a  Yacht,  for 
shape,  splendour  and  outfit,  as  probably  Holland  never 
launclied  before;  —  Yacht  also  belonging  to  his  late 
Father,  and  without  value  to  Friedrich  Wilhelm.  The 
old  King  had  got  it  built  in  Holland,  regardless  of 
expense,  —  15,000 Z.,  they  say,  perhaps  as  good  as 
60,000 Z.  now;  —  and  it  lay  at  Potsdam:  good  for 
what?  Friedrich  Wilhelm  sent  it  down  the  Havel, 
down  the  Elbe,  silk  sailors  and  all,  towards  Hamburg 
and  Petersburg,  with  a  great  deal  of  pleasure.  For 
the  Czar,  and  peace  and  goodwill  with  the  Czar,  was 
of  essential  value  to  him.  Neither,  at  any  rate,  is  the 
Czar  a  man  to  take  gifts  without  return.  Tall  fellows 
for  soldiers:  that  is  always  one  prime  object  with 
Friedrich  Wilhelm;  for  already  these  Potsdam  Guards 
of  his  are  getting  ever  more  gigantic.  Not  less  an 
object,  though  less  an  ideal  or  poetic  one  (as  we  once 
defined),  was  this  other.  To  find  buyers  for  the  Manu- 
factures, new  and  old,  which  he  was  so  bent  on  encou- 
raging. "It  is  astonishing,  what  quantities  of  cloth,  of 
^'hardware,  salt,  and  all  kinds  of  manufactured  articles 
"the  Russians  buy  from  us,"  say  the  old  Books;  — 
"see  how  our  'Eussian  Company'  flourishes!"  In  both 
these  objects,  not  to  speak  of  peace  and  goodwill  in 
general,  the  Czar  is  our  man. 
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Thus,  this  very  Autumn,  there  arrive,  astonished 
and  astonishing,  no  fewer  than  a  Hundred -and -fifty 
human  figures  (one -half  more  than  were  promised), 
probably  from  seven  to  eight  feet  high;  the  tallest  the 
Czar  could  riddle  out  from  his  Dominions:  what  a 
windfall  to  the  Potsdam  Guard  and  its  Colonel-Eang! 
And  all  succeeding  Autumns  the  like,  so  long  as 
Friedrich  Wilhelm  lived;  every  Autumn,  out  of  Russia 
a  Hundred  of  the  tallest  mortals  living.  Invaluable, 
—  to  a  "man  of  genius"  mounted  on  his  hobby!  One's 
"  stanza'*  can  be  polished  at  this  rate. 

In  return  for  these  Russian  sons  of  Anak,  Friedrich 
Wilhelm  grudged  not  to  send  German  smiths,  mill- 
ifrights,  drill-sergeants,  cannoneers,  engineers;  having 
plenty  of  them.  By  whom,  as  Peter  well  calculated, 
:.'.  die  inert  opaque  Russian  mass  might  be  kindled  into 
luminosity  and  vitality;  and  drilled  to  know  the  Art  of 
War,  for  one  thing.  Which  followed  accordingly.  And 
it  is  observable,  ever  since,  that  the  Russian  Art  of 
War  has  a  tincture  of  German  in  it  (solid  German,  as 
contradistinguished  from  unsolid  Revolutionary-French) ; 
and  hints  to  us  of  Friedrich  Wilhelm  and  the  Old- 
Dessauer,  to  this  hour.  —  Exeant  now  the  Barbaric 
semi-fabulous  Sovereignties,  till  wanted  again. 
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CHAPTER  Vm. 

THE  CROWN-PRINCE  IS  PUT  TO  HIS  SCHOOLING. 

In  liis  seventh  year,  young  Friedrich  was  taken 
out  of  the  hands  of  the  women;  and  had  Tutors  and 
Sub-Tutors  of  masculine  gender,  who  had  been  nomi- 
nated for  him  some  time  ago,  actually  set  to  work  upon 
their  fimction.  These  we  have  already  heard  of;  they 
came  from  Stralsund  Siege,  all  the  principal  hands. 

Duhan  de.Jandun,  the  young  French  gentleman 
who  had  escaped  from  grammar-lessons  to  the  trenches, 
he  is  the  practical  teacher.  Lieutenant-General  Graf 
Fink  von  Finkenstein,  and  Lieutenant-Colonel  von 
Kalkstein,  they  are  Head  Tutor  {Oherhofmeister)  and 
Sub-Tutor;  military  men  both,  who  had  been  in  many 
wars  besides  Stralsund.  By  these  Three  he  was  assidu- 
ously educated,  subordinate  schoolmasters  working 
under  them  when  needful,  in  such  branches  as  the 
paternal  judgment  would  admit;  the  paternal  object 
and  theirs  being  to  infuse  useful  knowledge,  reject  use- 
less, and  wind-up  the  whole  into  a  military  finish. 
These  appointments,  made  at  different  precise  dates, 
took  effect,  all  of  them,  in  the  year  1719. 

Duhan,  independently  of  his  experience  in  the 
trenches,  appears  to  have  been  an  accomplished,  inge- 
nious and  conscientious  man;  who  did  credit  to  Friedrich 
Wilhelm's  judgment;  and  to  whom  Friedrich  professed 
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himself  much  indebted  in  after-life.  Their  progress  in 
some  of  the  technical  branches,  as  we  shall  perceive, 
was  indisputably  unsatisfactory.  But  the  mind  of  the 
Boy  seems  to  have  been  opened  by  this  Duhan,  to  a 
lively,  and  in  some  sort  genial,  perception  of  things 
round  him;  —  of  the  strange  confusedly  opulent  Uni- 
verse he  had  got  into;  and  of  the  noble  and  supreme 
function  which  Intelligence  holds  there;  supreme,  in 
Art  as  in  Nature,  beyond  all  other  functions  whatso- 
ever. Duhan  was  now  turned  of  thirty:  a  cheerful 
amiable  Frenchman;  poor,  though  of  good  birth  and 
acquirements;  originally  from  Champagne.  Friedrich 
loved  him  very  much;  always  considered  him  his  spiri- 
tual father;  and  to  the  end  of  Duhan^s  life,  twenty 
years  hence,  was  eager  to  do  him  any  good  in  his 
power.  Anxious  always  to  repair,  for  poor  Duhan,  the 
great  sorrows  he  came  to  on  his  account,  as  we  shall 
see. 

Of  Graf  Fink  von  Finkenstein,  who  has  had  military 
experiences  of  all  kinds  and  all  degrees,  from  marching 
as  prisoner  into  France,  "wounded  and  without  his 
hat,"  to  fighting  at  Malplaquet,  at  Blenheim,  even  at 
Steenkirk,  as  well  as  Stralsund;  who  is  now  in  his  six- 
tieth year,  and  seems  to  have  been  a  gentleman  of 
rather  high  solemn  manners,  and  indeed  of  undeniable 
perfections,  —  of  this  supreme  Count  Fink  we  learn 
almost  nothing  farther  in  the  Books,  except  that  his 
little  Pupil  did  not  dislike  him  either.  The  little  Pupil 
took  not  unkindly  to  Fink;  welcoming  any  benignant 
human  ray,  across  these  lofty  gravities  of  the  Oberhof^ 


CHIP.  Yin.]  GBOWH-PBINCB  PUT  TO  HIS  SCHOOLINa.  201 
1719. 

meister;  went  often  to  his  honse  in  Berlin;  and  made 
acquaintance  with  Two  young  Finks  about  his  own 
age,  whom  he  found  there,  and  who  became  important 
to  him,  especially  the  younger  of  them,  in  the  course 
of  the  future.*  This  Pupil,  it  maybe  said,  is  creditably 
known  for  his  attachment  to  his  Teachers  and  othei*s; 
an  attached  and  attaching  little  Boy. 

Of  Kalkstein,  a  rational,  expenenced  and  earnest 
kind  of  man,  though  as  yet  but  young,  it  is  certain  also 
that  the  little  Fritz  loved  him;  and  furthermore  that  the 
Great  Friedrich  was  grateM  to  him,  and  had  a  high  esteem 
of  his  integrity  and  sense.  "My  master,  Kalkstein," 
used  to  be  his  designation  of  him,  when  the  name 
chanced  to  be  mentioned  in  after-times.  They  con- 
tinued together,  with  various  passages  of  mutual  history, 
for  forty  years  afterwards,  till  Kalkstein's  death.  Elalk- 
stein  is  at  present  twenty-eight,  the  youngest  of  the 
three  Tutors;  then,  and  ever  after,  an  altogether  down- 
right correct  soldier  and  man.  He  is  of  Preussen,  or 
Prussia  Proper,  this  Kalkstein;  —  of  the  same  kindred 
as  that  mutinous  Kalkstein,  whom  we  once  heard  of, 
who  was  "rolled  in  a  carpet,"  and  kidnapped  out  of 
Warsaw,  in  the  Great  Elector's  time.  Not  a  direct 
descendant  of  that  beheaded  Kalkstein's,  but,  as  it 
were,  his  nephew  so  many  times  removed.  Preussen  is 
now  far  enough  from  mutiny;  subdued,  with  all  its 
Kalksteins,  into  a  respectful  silence,  not  lightly  using 
the  right  even  of  petition,    or  submissive  remonstrance, 

«  Zedlltz-Neukirch :  Preussisches  Adels-Lexihon  (Lcipalg,  1836),  ii.  168. 
Militair'Lexikon,  1.  420. 
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which  it  may  still  have.  Nor,  except  on  the  score  of 
parliamentary  eloquence,  and  newspaper  copyright,  does 
it  appear  that  Preussen  has  suffered  by  the  change. 

How  these  Fink-Kalkstein  functionaries  proceeded 
in  the  great  task  they  had  got,  —  very  great  task,  had 
they  known  what  Pupil  had  fallen  to  them,  —  is  not  di- 
rectly recorded  for  us,  with  any  sequence  or  distinct- 
ness. We  infer  only  that  everything  went  by  inflexible 
routine;  not  asking  at  all,  What  pupil?  —  nor  much, 
Whether  it  would  suit  any  pupil?  Duhan,  with  the 
tendencies  we  have  seen  in  him,  who  is  willing  to  soften 
the  inflexible  when  possible,  and  to  "guide  Nature"  by 
a  rather  loose  rein,  was  probably  a  genial  element  in 
the  otherwise  strict  afPair.  Fritz  had  one  unspeakable 
advantage,  rare  among  princes  and  even  among  pea- 
sants in  these  ruined  ages:  that  of  not  being  taught,  or 
in  general  not,  by  the  kind  called  "Hypocrites,  and 
even  Sincere -Hypocrites,"  —  fatallest  species  of  the 
class  Hypocrite.  We  perceive  he  was  lessoned,  all 
along,  not  by  enchanted  Phantasms  of  that  dangerous 
sort,  breathing  mendacity  of  mind,  unconsciously,  out 
of  every  look-,  but  by  real  Men,  who  believed  from  the 
heart  outwards,  and  were  daily  doing,  what  they  taught. 
To  which  unspeakable  advantage  we  add  a  second, 
likewise  considerable:  That  his  masters,  though  rigorous, 
were  not  unlovable  to  him;  —  that  his  affections,  at 
least,  were  kept  alive;  that  whatever  of  seed  (or  of 
chaff  and  hail,  as  was  likelier)  fell  on  his  mind,  had 
sunshine  to  help  in  dealing  with  it.     These  are  two  ad- 
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vantages  still  achievable,  though  with  difficulty,  in  our 
'  epoch ,  by  an  earnest  father  in  behalf  of  his  poor  little 
son.  And  these  are,  at  present,  nearly  all;  with  these 
well  achieved,  the  earnest  father  and  his  son  ought  to 
be  thankfuL  Alas,  in  matter  of  education,  there  are 
no  highroads  at  present;  or  there  are  such  only  as  do 
not  lead  to  the  goal.  Fritz,  like  the  rest  of  us,  had  to 
struggle  his  way,  Nature  and  Didactic  Art  differing 
very  much  from  one  another;  and  to  do  battie,  in- 
cessant partial  battle,  with  his  schoolmasters  for  any 
education  he  had. 

A  very  rough  Document,  giving  Friedrich  Wilhelm's 
regulations  on  this  subject,  from  his  own  hand,  has 
come  down  to  us.  Most  dull,  embroiled,  heavy  Docu- 
ment; intricate,  gnarled,  and,  in  fine,  rough  and  stiff 
as  natural  buUheadedness  helped  by  Prussian  pipeclay 
can  make  it; —  contains  some  excellent  hints,  too;  and 
will  show  us  something  of  Fritzchen  and  of  Friedrich 
Wilhelm  both  at  once.  That  is  to  say,  always,  if  it 
can  be  read!  If  by  aid  of  abridging,  elucidating  and 
arranging,  we  can  get  the  reader  engaged  to  peruse  it 
patiently;  —  which  seems  doubtful.  The  points  in- 
sisted on,  in  a  ponderous  but  straggling  confused 
manner,  by  his  didactic  Majesty,  are  chiefly  these: 

1",  "Must  impress  my  Son  with  a  proper  love  and  fear  of 
''God,  as  the  foundation  and  sole  pillar  of  our  temporal  and 
"  eternal  welfare.  No  false  religions,  or  sects  of  Atheist,  Arian 
"(Arrian),  Socinian,  or  whatever  name  the  poisonous  things 
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^^have,  which  can  so  easily  corrapt  a  young  mind,  are  to  be 
"  even  named  in  his  hearing:  on  the  other  hand ,  a  proper  ab- 
'^horrence  (Abscheu)  of  Papistry ,  and  insight  into  its  baseless- 
"ness  and  nonsensicality  (Ungrund  und  Absurditat) ,  is  to  be 
"  communicated  to  him: "  —  Papistry ,  which  is  false  enough, 
like  the  others ,  but  impossible  to  be  ignored  like  them ;  men- 
tion that,  and  give  him  due  abhorrence  for  it.  For  we  are 
Protestant  to  the  bone  in  this  country;  and  cannot  stand  Ab- 
surdMt,  least  of  all  hypocritically-religious  ditto!  But  the 
grand  thing  will  be,  "To  impress  on  him  the  true  religion, 
"which  consists  essentially  in  this,  That  Christ  died  for  all 
"men,"  and  generally  that  the  Almighty's  justice  is  eternal 
and  omnipresent,  —  "which  consideration  is  the  only  means 
"of  keeping  a  sovereign  person  (souvercdne  MacJit),  or  one 
"freed  from  human  penalties,  in  the  right  way." 

2".  "He  is  to  learn  no  Latin;"  observe  that,  however  it 
may  surprise  you.  What  has  a  living  German  man  and  King, 
of  the  eighteenth  Christian  Sceculum,  to  do  with  dead  old 
Heathen  Latins,  Komans,  and  the  lingo  they  spoke  their 
fraction  of  sense  and  nonsense  in?  Frightful,  how  the  young 
■/?  years  of  the  European  Generations  have  been  wasted ,  for  ten 
';^  centuries  back;  and  the  Thinkers  of  the  world  have  become 

^  mere  walking  Sacks  of  Marine-stores ,  ^Gelehrten^  Learned,' 
as  they  call  themselves;  and  gone  lost  to  the  world,  in  that 
manner,  as  a  set  of  confiscated  Pedants;  —  babbling  about 
said  Heathens,  and  iJieir  extinct  lingo  and  fraction  of  sense  and 
nonsense,  for  the  thousand  years  last  past!  Heathen  Latins, 
Romans;  —  who  perhaps  were  no  great  things  of  Heathen, 
after  all,  if  well  seen  into?  I  have  heard  judges  say,  they  were 
inferior,  in  real  worth  and  grist,  to  German  homegrowths  we 
have  had ,  if  the  confiscated  Pedants  could  have  discerned  it  I 
At  any  rate ,  they  are  dead ,  buried  deep ,  these  two-thousand 
years;  well  out  of  our  way;  —  and  nonsense  enough  of  our 
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own  left,  to  keep  sweeping  into  comers.  Silence  about  their 
Hngo  and  them,  to  this  new  Crown-Prince!  " Let  the  Prince 
"learn  French  and  German ,"  so  as  to  write  and  speak ,  ''with 
'*hreyity  and  propriety ,"  in  these  two  languages,  which  may 
be  nsei^  to  him  in  life.  That  will  suffice  for  languages,  — 
provided  he  have  anything  effectually  rational  to  say  in  them. 
For  the  rest, 

3«.  "Let  him  learn  Arithmetic,  Mathematics,  Artillery,  — 
"Economy  to  the  very  bottom."    And ,  in  short ,  useful  know- 
ledge generally;  useless  ditto  not  at  all.    "History  in  parti- 
"  cular ;  —  Ancient  History  only  slightly  (nur  Uberhin);  —  but 
"the  History  of  the  lastHundred-and-fifty  Years  to  the  exact- 
"est  pitch.    The  Jus  Naturale  andJu^  Gentium"  by  way  of 
handlamp  to  History,  "he  must  be  completely  master  of ;  as 
"  also  of  Geography,  whatever  is  remarkable  in  each  Country. 
"And  in  Histories,  most  especially  the  History  of  the  House  of 
"Brandenburg;  where  he  will  find  domestic  examples ,  which 
"are  always  of  more  force  than  foreign.    And  along  with 
** Prussian  History,  chiefly  that  of  the  Countries  which  have 
"been  connected  with  it,  as  England,  Brunswick,  Hessen  and 
"the  others.    And  in  reading  of  wise  History-books  thero 
"mnst  be  considerations  made  (sullen   heym  Lesen  kluger 
^^  Historiarum  Betrachlungen  gemacht  werden)  upon  the  causes 
"of  the  events."  —  Surely,  0  King! 

49,  "  With  increasing  years ,  you  will  more  and  more ,  to  a 
"  most  especial  degree ,  go  upon  Fortification ,"  —  mark  you  I 
—  "the  Formation  of  a  Camp,  and  the  other  War-Sciences; 
"that  the  Prince  may,  from  youth  upwards ,  be  trained  to  act 
"as Officer  and  General,  and  to  seek  all  his  glory  in  the  soldier 
"profession."  This  is  whither  it  must  all  tend.  You,  Finken- 
stein  and  Kalkstein,  "have  both  of  you,  in  the  highest 
"measure ,  to  make  it  your  care  to  infuse  into  my  Son"  (einzu- 
prdgen,  stamp  into  him) "  a  true  love  for  the  Soldier  business, 
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'^and  to  impress  on  him  that,  as  there  is  nothing  in  the  world 
"  which  can  bring  a  Prince  renown  and  honour  like  the  sword, 
^'so  he  would  be  a  despised  creature  before  all  men,  if  he  did 
"not  love  it,  and  seek  his  sole  glory  (die  einzige  Gloria) 
** therein."*  Whieh  is  an  extreme  statement  of  the  case; 
showing  how  much  we  have  it  at  heart. 

These  are  the  chief  Friedrich-Wilhelm  traits;  the 
rest  of  the  Document  corresponds  in  general  to  what 
the  late  Majesty  had  written  for  Friedrich  Wilhelm  him- 
self on  the  like  occasion.  **  Ruthless  contempt  of  Use* 
less  Knowledge;  and  passionate  insight  into  the  distinc- 
tion between  Useful  and  Useless,  especially  into  the 
worth  of  Soldiering  as  a  royal  accomplishment,  are  the 
chief  peculiarities  here.  In  which  latter  point  too 
Friedrich  Wilhelm,  himself  the  most  pacific  of  men, 
unless  you  pulled  the  whiskers  of  him,  or  broke  into 
his  goods  and  chattels,  knew  very  well  what  he  was 
meaning,  —  much  better  than  we  of  the  "Peace  So- 
ciety," and  "Philanthropic  Movement,"  could  imagine 
at  first  sight!  It  is  a  thing  he,  for  his  part,  is  very 
decided  upon. 

Already,  a  year  before  this  time,***  there  had  been 
instituted,  for  express  behoof  of  little  Fritz,  a  miniature 
Soldier  Company,  above  a  hundred  strong;  which  grew 
afterwards  to  be  near  three -hundred,  and  indeed  rose 
to  be  a  permanent  Institution  by  degrees;  called  Kofn- 
pagnie  der  KronpHnzUchen  Kadetten  (Company  of  Crown- 
Prince  Cadets).   A  hundred-and-ten  boys  about  his  own 

*  Preuss,  I.  11-14  (of  date  18th  August  1718). 
«*  Stenzel,  iU.  572.  «**  1st  September  1717:  Preass,  i.  IB. 
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age,  sons  of  noble  families,  had  been  selected  from  the 
three  Military  Schools  then  extant,  as  a  kind  of  tiny 
ragiment  for  him;  where,  if  ho  was  by  no  means  com- 
mander all  at  once,  he  might  learn  his  exercise  in 
fellowship  with  others.  Czar  Peter,  it  is  likely,  took 
a  glance  of  this  tiny  regiment  just  getting  into  rank  and 
file  there;  which  would  remind  the  Czar  of  his  own 
young  days.  An  experienced  Lieutenant- Colonel  was 
appointed  to  command  in  chief.  A  certain  handy  and 
correct  young  fellow,  Kentzel  by  name,  about  seventeen, 
who  already  knew  his  fugling  to  a  hairs-breadth,  was 
Drill-master;  and  exercised  them  all,  Fritz  especially, 
with  due  strictness;  till,  in  the  course  of  time  and  of 
attainments,  Fritz  could  himself  take  the  head  charge. 
Which  he  did  duly,  in  a  year  or  two:  a  little  soldier 
thenceforth;  properly  strict,  though  of  small  dimensions; 
in  tight  blue  bit  of  coat  and  cocked  hat:  —  miniature 
image  of  Papa  (it  is  fondly  hoped  and  expected),  re- 
sembling him  as  a  sixpence  does  a  half-crown.  In  1721 
the  assiduous  Papa  set-up  a  *4ittlo  arsenar^  for  him, 
"in  the  Orange  Hall  of  the  Palace:"  there  let  him,  with 
perhaps  a  chosen  comrade  or  two,  mount  batteries,  fire 
exceedingly  small  brass  ordnance,  —  his  Engineer- 
Teacher,  one  Major  von  Senning,  limping  about  (on 
corkleg) ,  and  superintending  if  needful. 

Eentzel,  it  is  known,  proved  an  excellent  Drill- 
sergeant; —  had  good  talents  everyway,  and  was  a  man 
of  probity  and  sense.  He  played  beautifully  on  the 
flute  too,  and  had  a  cheerful  conversible  turn;  which 
naturally  recommended  him  still  farther  to  Fritz;  and 
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awoke  or  encouraged,  among  other  faculties,  the  mu- 
sical faculty-,  in  the  little  Boy.  Eentzel  continued  about 
him,  or  in  sight  of  him,  through  life;  advancing,  gra- 
dually, not  too  &st,  according  to  real  merit  and  service 
(Colonel  in  1769);  and  never  did  discredit  to  the  choice 
Friedrich  Wilholin  liad  made  of  him.  Of  Senning,  too, 
EngineeovMajor  von  Senning,  who  gave  Fritz  his  lessons 
in  Mathematics,  Fortification  and  the  kindred  branches, 
the  like,  or  better,  can  be  said.  He  was  of  graver 
years;  had  lost  a  leg  in  the  Marlborough  Campaigns, 
poor  gentleman;  but  had  abundant  sense,  native  worth 
and  cheery  rational  talk,  in  him:  so  that  he  too  could 
never  be  psurted  with  by  Friedrich,  but  was  kept  on 
hand  to  the  last,  a  permanent  and  variously  serviceable 
acquisition. 

Thus,  at  least,  is  the  military  education  of  our 
Crown-Prince  caredfor.  And  we  are  to  fancy  the  little 
fellow,  from  his  tenth  year  or  earlier,  going- about  in 
miniature  soldier  figure, 'for  most  part;  in  strict  Spartan- 
Brandenburg  costume,  of  body  as  of  mind.  Costume 
little  flattering  to  his  own  private  taste  for  finery;  yet 
by  no  means  unwholesome  to  him,  as  he  came  after- 
wards to  know.  In  October  1723,  it  is  on  record,  when 
George  I.  came  to  visit  his  Son-in-law  and  Daughter  at 
Berlin,  his  Britannic  Majesty,  looking-out  from  his  new 
quarters  on  the  morrow,  saw  Fritzchen  "drilling  his 
Cadet  Company;"  a  very  pretty  little  phenomenon. 
Drilling,  with  clear  voice,  military  sharpness,  and  the 
precision  of  clock-work,  on  the  Esplanade  {Lustgarten) 
there;  —  and  doubtless   the  Britannic  Majesty  gave 
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some  grant  of  acqoiescenoe,  perhaps  even  a  smile,  rare 
on  that  square  heavy-laden  countenauce  of  his.  That 
JB  the  record:  *  and  truly  it  forms  for  us  hy  far  the  live- 
liest little  picture  we  have  got,  from  those  dull  old  years 
of  European  History.  Years  already  sunk,  or  sinking, 
into  lonesome  unpeopled  Dusk  for  all  men;  and  fast 
verging  towards  vacant  Oblivion  and  eternal  Night;  — 
which  (if  some  few  articles  were  once  saved  out  of 
them)  is  their  just  and  inevitable  portion  from  afflicted 
human  nature. 

Of  riding-masters,  fencing-masters,  swimming-masters; 
much  less  of  dancing-masters,  music-masters  (celebrated 
Graun,  "on  the  organ,"  with  Psalm-tunes),  we  cannot 
speak;  but  the  reader  may  be  satisfied  they  were  all 
there,  good  of  their  kind,  and  pushing-on  at  a  fair  rate. 
Nor  is  there  lack  anywhere  of  paternal  supervision  to 
our  young  Apprentice.  From  /in  early  age.  Papa  took 
the  Crown -Prince  with  him  on  his  annual  Reviews. 
From  utmost  Memel  on  the  Russian  border,  down  to 
Wesel  on  the  French,  all  Prussia,  in  every  nook  of  it, 
garrison,  marching-regiment,  board  of  management,  is 
rigorously  reviewed  by  Majesty  once  a  year.  There 
travels  little  military  Fritz,  beside  the  military  Majesty, 
amid  the  generals  and  official  persons,  in  their  hardy 
Spartan  manner;  and  learns  to.  look  into  everything 
like  a  Rhadamanthine  Argus,  and  how  the  eye  of  the 
master,  more  than  all  other  appliances,  fattens  the 
cattle. 

On  his  Hunts,  too.  Papa  took  him.     For  Papa  was 

«  FSrster,  i.  215. 
Carlyle,  Frederic  the  Great.  IL  14? 
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a  famous  hunter,  when  at  Wusterhausen  in  the  season: 
—  hot  Beagle-chase,  hot  Stag-hunt,  your  chief  game 
deer;  huge  "Force-Hunt"  {Parforce-Jagd^  the  woods  all 
heaten,  and  your  wild-beasts  driven  into  straits  and 
caudine-forks  for  you);  Boar-hunting  {Sauhetze^  "sow- 
baiting,"  as  the  Germans  call  it).  Partridge  shooting, 
Fox-and-wolf  hunting:  —  on  all  grand  expeditions  of 
such  sort,  little  Fritz  shall  ride  with  Papa  and  party. 
Eough  fimous  riding;  now  on  swift  steed,  now  at  places 
on  Wurstwagen  —  Wurstwagen^  "Sausage-Car"  so-called, 
most  Spartan  of  vehicles,  a  mere  stuff ed  pole  or,  "sau- 
sage" with  wheels  to  it,  on  which  you  sit  astride,  a 
dozen  or  so  of  you,  and  career;  —  regardless  of  the 
summer  heat  and  sandy  dust,  of  the  winter's  frost- 
storms  and  muddy  rain.  All  this  the  little  Crown- 
Prince  is  bound  to  do;  —  but  likes  it  less  and  less, 
some  of  us  are  sorry  to  observe!  In  fact  he  could  not 
take  to  hunting  at  all,  or  find  the  least  of  permanent 
satisfaction  in  shooting  partridges  and  baiting  sows,  — 
"with  such  an  expenditure  of  industry  and  such 
damage  to  the  seedfields,"  he  would  sometimes  allege 
in  extenuation.  In  later  years  he  has  been  known  to 
retire  into  some  glade  of  the  thickets,  and  hold  a  little 
Flute -Hautbois  Concert  with  his  musical  comrades, 
while  the  sows  were  getting  baited.  Or  he  would  con- 
verse with  Mamma  and  her  Ladies,  if  her  Majesty 
chanced  to  be  there,  in  a  day  for  open-driving.  Which 
things  by  no  means  increase  his  favour  with  Papa,  a 
sworn  hater  of  "effeminate  practices." 

He  was  "nourished  on  beer-soup,"  as  we  said  be- 
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fore.  Frugality,  actiyity,  exactitude  were  lessons  daily 
tod  hourly  brought  home  to  him,  in  everything  he  did 
tod  saw.  His  veiy  sleep  was  stingily  meted-out  to 
him:  "Too  much  sleep  stupefies  a  fellow!"  Friedrich 
Wilhehn  was  wont  to  say;  —  so  that  the  very  Doctors 
had  to  interfere,  in  this  matter,  for  little  Fritz.  Frugal 
enough,  hardy  enough;  urged  in  eveiy  way  to  look 
with  indifference  on  hardship,  and  take  a  Spartan  view 
of  life. 

Money-allowance  completely  his  own,  he  does  not 
seem  to  have  had  till  he  was  seventeen.  Exiguous 
pocket-money,  counted  in  groschen  (English  pence  j  or 
hardly  more),  only  his  Kalkstein  and  Finkenstein  could 
grant  as  they  saw  good;  —  about  eighteen-pence  in  the 
'  month,  to  start  with,  as  would  appear.  The  other 
small  incidental  moneys,  necessary  for  his  use,  were 
likewise  all  laid-out  under  sanction  of  his  Tutors,  and 
accurately  entered  in  Daybooks  by  them,  audited  by 
Friedrich  Wilhelm;  of  which  some  specimens  remain, 
and  one  whole  month,  September  1719  (the  Boy's 
eighth  year),  has  been  published.  Very  singular  to 
contemplate,  in  these  days  of  gold-nuggets,  and  irra- 
tional man-mountains  fattened  by  mankind  at  such  a 
price!  The  monthly  amount  appears  to  have  been 
some  3Z.  10 5.;  —  and  has  gone,  all  but  the  eighteen- 
pence  of  sovereign  pocket-money,  for  small  furnishings 
and  very  minute  necessary  luxuries;  —  as  thus: 

"  To  putting  his  Highness's  shoes  on  the  last; "  for  stretch- 
ing them  to  the  little  feet,  —  and  only  one  "last,"  as  we  per- 
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ceive.  "To  twelve  yards  of  Hairtape"  (ffaarband,  for  our 
little  queue,  which  becomes  visible  here).  "For  drinkmoney 
"  to  the  Postillions."  "  For  the  Housemaids  at  Wusterhausen  " 
(Don't  I  pay  them  myself  ?  objects  the  auditing  Papa,  at  that 
latter  kind  of  items:  No  more  of  that).  "For  mending  the 
"flute,  four  groschen  (or  pence);"  "Two  Boxes  of  Colours, 
"  sixteen  ditto ; "  "  For  a  live  snipe,  twopence ; "  "  For  grinding 
"the  hanger"  (little  swordkin);  "To  a  Boy  whom  the  dog 
t*bit;"  —  and  chiefly  of  all,  "  To  the  KlingheuteV  (Collection- 
plate,  or  bag,  at  Church),  which  comes  upon  us  once,  nay 
twice,  and  even  thrice  a  week,  eighteenpence  each  time,  and 
eats  deep  into  our  straitened  means.* 

On  such  terms  can  a  little  Fritz  be  nourished  into 
a  Friedrich  the  Great;  while  irrational  man-mountains, 
of  the  beaverish  or  beaverish-vulpine  sort,  take  such  a 
price  to  fatten  them  into  monstrosity!  The  Art-manu- 
facture of  your  Friedrich  can  come  very  cheap ,  it 
would  appear,  if  once  Nature  have  done  her  part  in 
regard  to  him,  and  there  be  mere  honest  will  on  the 
part  of  the  bystanders.  Thus  Samuel  Johnson,  too, 
cost  next  to  nothing  in  the  way  of  board  and  enter- 
tainment in  this  world.  And  a  Eobert  Biuns,  remark- 
able  modem  Thor,  a  Peasant-god  of  these  sunk  ages, 
with  a  touch  of  melodious  rmnes  in  him  (since  all  else 
lay  under  ban  for  the  poor  fellow),  was  raised  on 
frugal  oatmeal,  at  an  expense  of  perhaps  half-a-crown 
a  week.  Nuggets  and  ducats  are  divine;  but  they  are 
not  the  most  divine.  I  often  wish  the  Devil  had  the 
lion's  share  of  them,  —  at  once,  and  not  circuitously 

*  Prenaa «  i.  17. 
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u  now.    It  would  be  an  unspeakable  advantage  to  the 
bewildered  sons  of  Adam,  in  this  epoch! 

But  with  regard  to  our  little  Crown-Prince's  intel- 
lectual culture,  there  is  another  Document,  specially 
from  Papa's  hand,  which,  if  we  can  redact,  adjust  and 
abridge  it,  as  in  the  former  case,  may  be  worth  the 
reader's  notice,  and  elucidate  some  things  for  him.  It 
is  of  date,  Wusterhausen,  3d  September  1721;  little 
Fritz  now  in  his  tenth  year,  and  out  there,  with  his 
Duhans  and  Finkensteins,  while  Papa  is  rusticating  for 
a  few  weeks.     The  essential  Title  is,  or  might  be: 


To  Head- Governor  von  Finkenstein,  Sub-Governor  von  Kalk- 
stein ,  Preceptor  Jacques  Egide  Duhan  de  Jandun^  and  others 
whom  it  may  concern:  Regulations  for  schooling,  at  Wuster- 
hausen, M  September  1721 ;  *  —  in  greatly  abridged  form. 

Sunday,  *'  On  Sunday  he  is  to  rise  at  7 ;  and  as  soon  as  he 
'^has  got  his  slippers  on,  shall  kneel  down  at  his  bedside ,  and 
**pray  to  God,  so  as  all  in  the  room  may  hear  it"  (that  there  be 
no  deception  or  short-measure  pahned  upon  us),  "in  these 
"words:  *Lord  God,  blessed  Father,  I  thank  thee  from  my 
"heart  that  thou  hast  so  graciously  preserved  me  through  this 
"  night.  Fit  me  for  what  thy  holy  will  is ;  and  grant  that  I  do 
"nothing  this  day,  nor  all  the  days  of  my  life,  which  can 
"  divide  me  from  thee.  For  the  Lord  Jesus  my  Redeemer*s 
"sake.  Amen.'  After  which  the  Lord's  Prayer.  Then 
"rapidly  and  vigorously  (geschwinde  und  hurtig)  wash  himself 

*  Preass ,  i.  19. 
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<^ clean,  dress  and  powder  and  comb  himself:"  we  forget  to 
say ,  that  while  they  are  combing  and  queuing  him ,  he  break- 
fasts, with  brevity,  on  tea:  "Prayer,  with  washing,  breakfast 
'^and  the  rest,  to  be  done  pointedly  within  fifteen  minutes,"' 

—  that  is,  at  a  quarter-past  7. 

"  This  finished,  all  his  Domestics  andDuhan  shall  come  in, 
"  and  do  family  worship  (das  grosse  Gehet  zu  halten) :  Prayer 
"  on  their  knees ,  Duhan  withal  to  read  a  Chapter  of  the  Bible, 
"  and  sing  some  proper  Psalm  or  Hymn  "  (as  practised  in  well- 
regulated  families) :  —  "it  will  then  be  a  quarter  to  8.  All  the 
"  Domestics  then  withdraw  again;  and  Duhan  now  reads  with 
"  my  Son  the  Gospel  of  the  Sunday;  expounds  it  a  little,  ad- 
"ducing  the  main  points  of  Christianity;"  —  "questioning 
"from  Noltenius's  Catechism"  (which  Fritz  knows  by  heart): 

—  "it  will  then  be  9  o'clock. 

"  At  9  he  brings  my  Son  down  to  me ;  who  goes  to  Church, 
"and  dines,  along  with  me"  (dinner  at  the  stroke  of  Noon): 
"the  rest  of  the  day  is  then  his  own"  (Fritz's  and  Duhan's). 
"At  half-past9  in  the  evening,  he  shall  come  and  bid  me  good- 
"night.  Shall  then  directly  go  to  his  room;  very  rapidly 
"  (sehr  geschwind)  get-off  his  clothes,  wash  his  hands"  (get-in  to 
some  tiny  dressing-gown  or  ccLssaquiuy  no  doubt);  "and  so 
"soon  as  that  is  done,  Duhan  makes  a  prayer  on  his  knees, 
"and  sings  a  hymn;  all  the  Servants  being  again  there. 
"  Instantly  after  which ,  my  Son  shall  get  into  bed ;  shall  be  in 
"bed  at  half -past  10;"  —  and  fall  asleep  how  soon,  your 
Majesty?  This  is  very  strict  work. 

Monday,  "On Monday,  as  on  all  weekdays,  he  is  to  be 
"called  at  6;  and  so  soon  as  called  he  is  to  rise,  you  are  to 
"stand  to  him  (anhalten)  that  he  do  not  loiter  or  turn  in  bed, 
"but  briskly  and  at  once  get  up;  and  say  his  prayers,  the 
"  same  as  on  Sunday  morning.  This  done,  he  shall  as  rapidly 
"as  possible  get-on  his  shoes  and  spatterdashes;  also  wash 
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''his  face  and  hands ,  but  not  with  soap.  Farther  shall  put-on 
*>lu8  ca8saquin*\s\iort  dressing-gown),  '^have  his  hair  combed- 
**oat  and  queued ,  but  not  powdered.  While  getting  combed 
**and  queued,  he  shall  at  the  same  time  take  breakfast  of  tea, 
*^B0  that  both  jobs  go-on  at  once:  and  all  this  shall  be  ended 
**before  half-past  6."  Then  enter  Duhan  and  the  Domestics, 
with  worship ,  Bible ,  Hymn ,  all  as  on  Sunday ;  this  is  done  by 
7,  and  the  Servants  go  again. 

"From  7  till  9  Duhan  takes  him  on  History;  at  9  comes 
"Noltenius"  (a  sublime  Clerical  Gentleman  from  Berlin)  with 
the  "Christian  Religion,  till  a  quarter  to  11.  Then  Fritz 
"rapidly  (geschwind)  washes  his  face  with  water,  hands  with 
"soap-and- water;  clean  shirt;  powders,  and  puts-on  his  coat; 
" —  about  11  comes  to  the  King.  Stays  with  King  till  2,"  ■ — 
perhaps  promenading  a  little ;  dining  always  at  Noon ;  after 
which  Majesty  is  apt  to  be  slumberous ,  and  light  amusements 
are  over. 

"  Directly  at  2 ,  he  goes  back  to  his  room.  Duhan  is  there, 
"ready;  takes  him  upon  the  Maps  and  Geography,  jfrom  2  to 
"3,  —  giving  account*'  (gradually!)  "of  all  the  European 
"Kingdoms;  their  strength  and  weakness;  size,  riches  and 
"poverty  of  their  towns.  From  3  to4:,  Duhan  treats  of  Morality 
"(soil  die  Moral  tractiren).  From  4  to  5,  Duhan  shall  write 
"German  Letters  with  him,  and  see  that  he  gets  a  good 
"«<y/um"  (which  he  never  in  the  least  did).  "About  5,  Fritz 
"shall  wash  his  hands ,  and  go  to  the  King ;  —  ride  out ;  divert 
"himself,  in  the  air  and  not  in  his  room;  and  do  what  he  likes, 
"if  it  is  not  against  God." 

There,  then,  is  a  Sunday,  and  there  is  one  Weekday;  which 
latter  may  serve  for  all  the  other  five; —  though  they  are 
strictly  specified  in  the  royal  monograph,  and  every  hour  of 
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them  marked  out:  How,  and  at  what  points  of  time,  besides 
this  of  History,  of  Moralityr^  and  Writing  in  German ,  of  Maps 
and  Geography  with  the  strength  and  weakness  ofEongdoms, 
you  are  to  take-up  Arithmetic  more  than  once;  Writing  of 
French  Letters ,  so  as  to  acquire  a  good  stylum:  in  what  nook 
you  may  intercalate  "  a  little  getting  by  heart  of  something, 
in  order  to  strengthen  the  memory:"  how  instead  of  Nolte- 
nius ,  Panzendorf  (another  sublime  Keverend  Gentleman  from 
Berlin,  who  comes  out  express)  gives  the  clerical  drill  on  Tues- 
day morning;  —  with  which  two  onslaughts ,  of  an  hour-and- 
half  each,  the  Clerical  Gentlemen  seem  to  withdraw  for  the 
week ,  and  we  hear  no  more  of  them  tiU  Monday  and  Tuesday 
come  round  again. 

On  Wednesday  we  are  happy  to  observe  a  liberal  slice  of 
holiday  come  in.  At  half-past  9,  having  done  his  History,  and 
"got  something  by  heart  to  strengthen  the  memory"  (very 
little,  it  is  to  be  feared),  "Fritz  shall  rapidly  dress  himself,  and 
come  to  the  King.  And  the  rest  of  the  day  belongs  to  little 
Fritz  (gehdrt  vor  Frilzchen)"  On  Saturday,  too,  there  is  some 
fair  chance  of  half-holiday: 

^^  Saturday  f  forenoon  till  half-past  10,  come  History, 
"Writing  and  Ciphering;  especially  repetition  of  what  was 
"done  through  the  week,  and  ia  Morality  as  well"  (adds  the 
rapid  Majesty),  "  to  see  whether  he  has  profited.  And  General 
"  Graf  von  Finkenstein ,  with  Colonel  von  Kalkstein ,  shall  be 
"present  during  this.  If  Fritz  has  profited,  the  afternoon 
"  shall  be  his  own.  K  he  has  not  profited ,  he  shall ,  from  2  to 
"6,  repeat  and  learn  rightly  what  he  has  forgotten  on  the  past 
**  days."  And  so  the  labouring  week  winds  itself  up.  Here, 
however,  is  one  general  rule  which  cannot  be  too  much  im- 
pressed upon  you,  with  which  we  conclude : 

"In  undressing  and  dressing,  you  must  accustom  him  to 
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''get  out  of,  and  into,  his  clothes  as  &6t  as  is  humanly  possible 
*^(kurHg  so  viel  als  menschenmbgliek  ist).  You  will  also  look 
^that  he  learn  to  put-on  and  put-off  his  clothes  himself,  with- 
"  out  help  from  others ;  and  that  he  be  clean  and  neat ,  and  not 
"  so  dirty  (nicJU  so  schmtitzig)^  * '  Not  so  dirty,"  that  is  my  last 
word ;  and  here  is  my  sign-manual. 

"Fbiedrich  Wilhblm."  * 

*  PreasA,  i.  21. 
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CHAPTER  IX. 

WUSTERHAUSEN. 

WuSTERHAUSEN,  where  for  the  present  these  opera- 
tions go  on,  lies  about  twenty  English  miles  south-east 
of  Berlin,  as  you  go"  towards  Schlesien  (Silesia);  —  on 
the  old  Silesian  road,  in  a  flat  moory  country  made  of 
peat  and  sand;  —  and  is  not  distinguished  for  its 
beauty  at  all  among  royal  Hunting-lodges.  The  Gohrde 
at  Hanover,  for  example,  what  a  splendour  there  in 
comparison!  But  it  serves  Friedrich  Wilhelm's  simple 
purposes:  there  is  game  abundant. in  the  scraggy  wood- 
lands, otter-pools,  fish-pools,  and  miry  thickets,  of  that 
old  "Schenkenland"  (belonged  all  once  to  the  "aSVA^w- 
ken  Family,"  till  old  King  Friedrich  bought  it  for  his 
Prince);  retinue  sufficient  find  nooks  for  lodgment  in 
the  poor  old  Schloss  so  called;  and  Noltenius  and 
Panzendorf  drive  out  each  once  a  week,  in  some  light 
vehicle,  to  drill  Fritz  in  his  religious  exercises. 

One  Zollner,  a  Tourist  to  Silesia,  confesses  himselt 
rather  pleased  to  find  even  Wusterhausen  in  such  a 
country  of  sandy  bent-grass,  lean  cattle,  and  flat  de- 
solate languor. 

"Getting  to  the  top  of  the  ridge"  (most  insignificant 
"ridge,"  made  by  hand,  Wilhelmina  satirically  says),  Tourist 
Zollner  can  discern  with  pleasure  "  a  considerable  Brook,"  — 
visible,  not  audible,  smooth  Stream,  or  chain  of  meres  and 


ouF.  o-j  WUSTBBHAUSBaf .  'Jiy 

inS-1728. 

kkelets ,  flowing  languidly  northward  towards  Eopenik.  In- 
audible  big  Brook  or  Stream;  which,  we  perceiye,  drains  a 
alightlj  hollowed  Tract;  too  shallow  to  be  called  vallej,  — 
of  seyeral  miles  in  width ,  of  several  yards  in  depth ;  —  Tract 
with  wood  here  and  there  on  it;  and  signs  of  grass  and  cul- 
tore,  welcome  after  what  you  have  passed.  On  the  foreground 
dose  to  you  is  the  Hamlet  of  Konigs- Wusterhausen ,  with 
tolerable  Lime-tree  Avenue  leading  to  it,  and  the  air  of  some- 
tiling  silvan  £rom  your  Hilltop.  Konigs-Wusterhausen  was 
once  Wendish-WnaterhsLuaen,  and  not  far  off  is  Deutsch- 
Wusterhausen,  famed,  I  suppose,  by  faction-fights  in  the 
Yandalic  times:  both  of  them  are  now  i^m^/'^- Wusterhausen 
(since  the  King  came  thither) ,  to  distinguish  them  from  other 
Wnsterhausens  that  there  are. 

Descending,  advancing  through  your  Lime-tree  Avenue, 
you  come  upon  the  backs  of  officehouses,  outhouses,  stables  or 
liie  like,  —  on  your  left  hand  I  have  guessed,  —  extending 
along  the  Highway.  And  in  the  middle  of  these  you  come  at 
last  to  a  kind  of  Gate  or  vaulted  passage  (Art  von  Tkor,  says 
Zollner) ,  where ,  if  you  have  liberty,  you  face  to  the  left,  and 
enter.  Here,  once  through  into  the  free  light  again,  you  are  in 
a  Court:  four-square  space,  not  without  prospect;  right  side 
and  left  side  are  lodgings  for  his  Majesty's  gentlemen;  behind 
you,  well  in  their  view,  are  stables  and  kitchens :  in  the  centre 
of  the  place  is  a  Fountain  ^^  with  hewn  steps  and  iron  railings ;" 
where  his  simple  Majesty  has  been  known  to  sii^and  smoke, 
on  summer  evenings.  The  fourth  side  of  your  square,  again, 
is  a  palisade ;  beyond  which,  over  bridge  and  moat  and  inter- 
vening apparatus ,  you  perceive ,  on  its  trim  terraces ,  the  re- 
spectable old  Schloss  itself.  A  rectangular  mass ,  not  of  vast 
proportions ,  with  tower  in  the  centre  of  it  (tower  for  screw- 
stair,  the  general  roadway  of  the  House) ;  and  looking  though 
weatherbeaten  yet  weathertight,  and  as  dignified  as  it  can. 
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This  is  Wusterhausen;  Friedrich  Wilhelm*s  Hunting-seat 
from  of  old, 

A  dreadfully  crowded  place,  says  Wilhelmina,  where  you 
are  stuffed  into  garrets ,  and  have  not  room  to  turn.  The  ter- 
races are  of  some  magnitude ,  trimmed  all  round  with  a  row  of 
little  clipped  trees ,  one  big  limetree  at  each  comer;  —  under 
one  of  these  big  limetrees ,  aided  by  an  awning,  it  is  his  Ma- 
jesty's delight  to  spread  his  frugal  but  substantial  dinner, 
four-and-twenty  coyers,  at  the  stroke  of  12,  and  so  dine  sub 
dio.  If  rain  come  on,  says  Wilhelmina,  you  are  wet  to  midleg, 
the  ground  being  hollow  in  that  place,  —  and  indeed  in  all 
weathers,  your  situation  everyway,  to  a  vehement  young  Prin- 
cess's idea,  is  rather  of  the  horrible  sort.  After  dinner,  his 
Majesty  sleeps ,  stretched  perhaps  on  some  wooden  settle  or 
garden-chair,  for  about  an  hour;  regardless  of  the  flaming 
heat,  under  his  awning  or  not;  and  we  poor  Princesses  have 
to  wait ,  praying  all  the  Saints  that  they  would  resuscitate  him 
soon.  This  is  about  2  p.ii.;  happier  Fritz  is  gone  to  his 
lessons,  in  the  interim. 

These  four  Terraces,  this  rectangular  Schloss  with  the  four 
big  lindens  at  the  comers,  are  surroimdedby  aMoat:  black 
abominable  ditch,  Wilhelmina  calls  it;  of  the  hue  of  Tartarean 
Styx,  and  of  a  far  worse  smell,  in  fact  enough  to  choke  one, 
in  hot  days  after  dinner,  thinks  the  vehement  Princess.  Three 
Bridges  cross  this  Moat  or  ditch,  from  the  middle  of  three 
several  Terraces  or  sides  of  the  Schloss ;  and  on  the  fourth  it 
is  impassable.  Bridge  first,  coming  from  the  palisade  and 
Office-house  Court,  has  not  only  human  sentries  walking  at  it ; 
but  two  white  Eagles  perch  near  it,  and  two  black  ditto, 
symbols  of  the  heraldic  Prussian  Eagle ,  screeching  about  in 
their  littery  way:  item  two  black  Bears,  ugly  as  Sin,  which 
are  vicious  wretches  withal,  and  many  times  do  passengers  a 
mischief.  As  perhaps  we  shall  see,  on  some  occasion.   This  is 
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ftndge  first,  leading  to  the  Court  and  to  the  outer  Highwa3r; 
a  King's  gentleman ,  going  to  bed  at  night ,  has  always  to  pass 
these  Bears.  Bridge  second  leads  us  southward  to  a  common 
llGll  which  is  near  by ;  its  clacking  audible  upon  the  common 
Stream  of  the  region,  and  not  unpleasant  to  his  Majesty, 
among  its  meadows  fringed  with  alders ,  in  a  country  of  mere 
and  moor.  Bridge  third ,  directly  opposite  to  Bridge  first  and 
its  Bears ,  leads  you  to  the  Garden;  whither  Mamma ,  playing 
tocadille  all  day  with  her  women,  will  not,  or  will  not  often 
enough,  let  us  poor  girls  go.  * 

Such  is  Wusterhausen,  as  delineated  by  a  vehe- 
ment Princess,  some  years  hence,  —  who  becomes  at 
last  intelligible,  by  study  and  the  aid  of  our  Silesian 
Tourist  It  is  not  distinguished  among  Country  Pa- 
laces: but  the  figure  of  Friedrich  Wilhelm  asleep  there 
after  dinner,  regardless  of  the  flaming  sun  (should  he 
sleep  too  long  and  the  shadow  of  his  Linden  quit  him), 
—  this  is  a  sight  which  no  other  Palace  in  the  world 
can  match;  this  will  long  render  Wusterhausen  memor- 
able to  me.  His  Majesty,  early  always  as  the  swal- 
lows, hunts,  I  should  suppose,  in  the  morning;  dines 
and  sleeps,  we  may  perceive,  till  towards  3  or  later. 
£[is  Official  business  he  will  not  neglect,'  nor  shirk  the 
hours  due  to  it;  towards  sunset  there  may  be  a  walk 
or  ride  with  Fritz,  or  Feekin  and  the  womankind: 
and  always,  in  the  evening,  his  Majesty  holds  Tahagie^ 
Tabaks-Collegium  (Smoking  College,  kind  of  Tobacco- 
Parliament,  as  we  might  name  it),  an  Institution  punc- 

*  ZSllner:  Brief e  fiber  Schlesien  (Berlin,  1792),  i.  2,  8.    Wilhclmina, 
I«l6i,865. 
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tually  attended-to  by  his  Majesty,  of  which  we  shall 
by  and  by  speak  more.  At  Wusterhausen  his  Majesty 
holds  his  Smoking  Session  mostly  in  the  open  air, 
oftenest  "on  the  steps  of  the  great  Fountain"  Qiow  ar- 
ranged, as  to  seating  and  canyas-screening,  I  cannot 
say);  —  smokes  there,  with  his  Grumkows,  Derschaus, 
Anhalt-Dessaus,  and  select  Friends,  in  various  slow 
talk;  till  Night  kindle  her  mild  starlights,  shake-down 
her  dark  curtains  over  all  Countries,  and  admonish 
weary  mortals  that  it  is  now  bedtime. 

Not  much  of  the  Picturesque  in  this  autumnal  life 
of  our  little  Boy.  But  he  has  employments  in  abun- 
dance; and  these  make  the  permitted  open  air,  under 
any  terms,  a  delight.  He  can  rove-about  with  Duhan 
among  the  gorse  and  heath,  and  their  wild  summer 
tenantry  winged  and  wingless.  In  the  woodlands  are 
wild  swine,  in  the  meres  are  fishes,  otters;  the*  drowsy 
Hamlets,  scattered  round,  awaken  in  an  interested 
manner  at  the  sound  of  our  pony-hoofs  and  dogs. 
Mittenwalde,  where  are  shops,  is  within  riding  distance; 
we  could  even  stretch  to  Kopenik,  and  visit  in  the  big 
Schloss  there,'  if  Duhan  were  willing,  and  the  cattle 
fresh.  From  some  church-steeple  or  sand-knoll,  it  is 
to  be  hoped,  some  blue  streak  of  the  Lausitz  Hills 
may  be  visible:  the  Sun  and  the  Moon  and  the 
Heavenly  Hosts,  these  full  certainly  are  visible;  and 
on  an  Earth  which  everywhere  produces  miracles  of 
all  kinds ,  from  the  daisy  or  heather-bell  up  to  the  man, 
one  place  is  nearly  equal  to  another  for  a  brisk  little  Boy. 
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Fine  Palaces,  if  Wusterhausen  be  a  sorry  one,  are 
not  wanting  to  our  young  Friend:  whatsoever  it  is  in 
the  power  of  architecture  and  upholstery  to  do  for  him, 
may  be  considered,  withal,  as  done.  Wusterhausen  is 
but  a  Hunting-lodge  for  some  few  Autumn  weeks:  the 
Berlin  Palace  and  the  Potsdam,  grand  buildings  both, 
few  Palaces  in  the  world  surpass  them;  and  there,  in 
one  or  the  other  of  these,  is  our  usual  residence.  — 
Little  Fritz,  besides  his  young  Finkensteins  and  others 
of  the  like,  has  Cousins,  children  of  his  Grandfather's 
Half-brothers,  who  are  comrades  of  his.  For  the  Great 
Elector,  as  we  saw,  was  twice  wedded,  and  had  a 
second  set  of  sons  and  daughters:  two  of  the  sons  had 
children;  certain  of  these  are  about  the  Crown-Prince's 
own  age,  "Cousins"  of  his  (strictly  speaking.  Half- 
cousins  of  his  Father's)^  who  are  much  about  him  in 
young  days,  —  and  more  or  less  afterwards,  accord- 
ing to  the  worth  they  proved  to  have.  Margraves  and 
Margravines  of  Schwedt,  —  there  are  five  or  six  of 
such  young  Cousins.  Not  to  mention  the  eldest,  Fried- 
rich  Wilhelm  by  name,  who  is  now  come  to  manhood 
(bom,  1700);  •  -  who  wished  much  in  after-years  to 
have  had  Wilhelmina  to  wife;  but  had  to  put-up  with 
a  younger  Princess  of  the  House,  and  ought  to  have 
been  thankful.  This  one  has  a  younger  Brother,  Hein- 
rich,  slightly  Fritz's  senior,  and  much  his  comrade  at 
one  time;  of  whom  we  shall  transiently  hear  again.  Of 
these  two  the  Old  Dessauer  is  Uncle:  .if  both  his 
Majesty  and  the  Crown-Prince  should  die,  one  of  these 
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would  be  king.  A  circumstance  which  Wilhelmina  and 
the  Queen  have  laid  well  to  heart,  and  build  many 
wild  suspicions  upon,  in  these  years!  As  that  the  Old 
Dessauer,  with  his  gunpowder  face,  has  a  plot  one  day 
to  assassinate  his  Majesty,  —  plot  evident  as  sunlight 
to  Wilhelmina  and  Mamma,  which  providentially  came 
to  nothing;  —  and  other  spectral  notions  of  theirs.* 
The  Father  of  these  two  Margraves  (elder  of  the  two 
Half-brothers  that  have  children)  died  in  the  time  of 
old  King  Friedrich,  eight  or  nine  years  ago.  Their 
Mother,  the  scheming  old  Margravine,  whom  I  always 
fancy  to  dress  in  high  colours,  is  still  living,  —  as  Wil- 
helmina well  knows! 

Then,  by  another,  the  younger  of  those  old  Half- 
brothers,  there  is  a  Karl,  a  second  Friedrich  Wilhelm, 
Cousin-Margraves:  plenty  of  Cousins;  —  and  two  young 
Margravines  among  them,**  the  youngest  about  Fritz's 
own  age.***     No  want  of  Cousins;  the  Crown-Prince 


«  Wilhelminft,  i.  85,  41. 
•«  Michaelis,  i.  425. 

•»*  Note  of  the  Cousin  Margraves*  —  Great  Elector,  by  his  Second  Wife, 
had  Five  Sons,  Two  of  whom  left  Children;  —  as  follows  (so  far  as  they 
concern  ns,  —  the  others  omitted) : 

1*.  Son  Philip's  Children' (Mother  the  01d-Dessaaer*a  Sifter)  are: 
Friedrich  Wilhelm  (1700),  who  wished  much,  bat  in  vain,  to  marry  Wil- 
helmina. Heinrich  Friedrich  (1709),  a  comrade  of  Fritz*s  in  yonth;  some- 
times getting  into  scrapes;  —  misbehaved,  some  way,  at  the  Battle  of 
Molwitz  (first  of  Friedrich's  Battles) ,  1741,  and  was  inexorably  cut  by  the 
new  King,  and  continued  under  a  cloud  thenceforth.—  This  Philip  ("Philip 
wilhelm")  died  1711,  his  forty-third  year;  Widow  long  survived  him. 

20.  Son  Albert's  Children  (Mother  a  Courland  Princess)  are:  Karl 
(1705);  lived  near  Clistrin;  became  a  famed  captain,  in  the  Silesian  Wars, 
under  his  Cousin.     Friedrich  (1701);  fell  at  Molwitz,  1741.     Friedrich 
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seeing  much  of  them  all;  and  learning  pleasantly  their 
various  qualities,  which  were  good  in  most,  in  some  not 
80  good,  and  did  not  turn-out  supreme  in  any  case. 
But,  for  the  rest.  Sister  Wilhelmina  is  his  grand  con- 
federate and  companion;  true  in  sport  and  in  earnest, 
in  joy  and  in  sorrow.  Their  truthful  love  to  one  an- 
other, now  and  till  death,  is  probably  the  brightest  ele- 
ment their  life  yielded  to  either  of  them. 

What  might  be  the  date  of  Fritz's  first  appearance 
in  the  EoucouUes  "Soiree  held  on  Wednesdays,"  in 
the  Finkenstein  or  any  other  Soiree,  as  an  independ- 
ent figure,  I  do  not  know.  But  at  the  proper  time, 
he  does  appear  there,  and  with  distinction  not  extrin- 
sic alone;  —  talks  delightfully  in  such  places;  can  dis- 
cuss, even  with  French  Divines,  in  a  charmingly  inge- 
nious manner.  Another  of  his  elderly  consorts  I  must 
mention:  Colonel  Camas,  a  highly  cultivated  French- 
man (French  altogether  by  parentage  and  breeding, 
though  bom  on  Prussian  land),  who  was  Tutor,  at  one 
time,  to  some  of  those  young  Margraves.  He  has  lost 
an  arm,  —  left  it  in  those  Italian  Campaigns,  under 
Anhalt-Dessau  and  Eugene;  —  but  by  the  aid  of  a 
cork  substitute,  dextrously  managed,  almost  hides  the 
want  A  gallant  soldier,  fit  for  the  diplomacies  too;  a 
man  of  fine  high  ways.*    And  then  his  Wife  —  In 

Wilhelm  (a  Margraf  Friedrich  Wllhelm  *'No.  2/'  —  namesake  of  his  now 
Majesty,  it  is  like;  born  1714;  killed  at  Prag,  by  a  cannon-shot  (at  King 
Friedrieh*s  hand ,  reconnoitring  the  place),  1744.  —  This  Albert  C* Albert 
Friedrich**)  died  suddenly  1781,  age  fifty-nine. 
*  MilUair-Lexihon ,  i.  308. 

Carlyle,  Frederic  the  Great,  H*  15 
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fact,  tie  Camas  Honse,  we  perceive,  had  from  an  early 
time  been  one  of  the  Crown-Prince's  haunts.  Madam 
Camas  is  a  German  Lady;  bnt  for  genial  elegance, 
for  wit  and  wisdom  and  goodness,  could  not  readily  be 
paralleled  in  France  or  elsewhere.  Of  both  these 
Camases  there  will  be  honourable  and  important  men- 
tion by  and  by ;  especially  of  the  Lady,  whom  he  con- 
tinues to  call  "Mamma"  for  fifty  years  to  come,  and 
corresponds  with  in  a  very  beautiful  and  human 
fashion. 

Under  these  auspices,  in  such  environment,  dimly 
visible  to  us,  at  Wusterhausen  and  elsewhere,  is  the 
remarkablest  little  Crown-Prince  of  his  Century  grow- 
ing up,  —  prosperously  as  yet. 
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CHAPTEK  X. 

THE  HEIDELBERG  PROTESTANTS. 

Fbiedbigh  Wilhelm  holds  Tabagie  nightly;  but  at 
Wusterhatisen  or  wherever  he  may  be,  there  is  no  lack 
of  intricate  Official  Labour,  which,  even  in  the  Tabagie, 
Friedrich  Wilhelm  does  not  forget.  At  the  time  he 
was  concocting  those  Instructions  for  his  little  Princess 
Schoolmasters,  and  smoking  meditative  under  the  stars, 
with  Magdeburg  ^*' Ritter-DiensV*  and  much  else  of  his 
own  to  think  of,  —  there  is  an  extraneous  Political 
Intricacy,  making  noise  enough  in  the  world,  much  in 
his  thoughts  withal,  and  no  doubt  occasionally  mur- 
mured-of  amid  the  tobacco-clouds.  The  Business  of  the 
Heidelberg  Protestants;  which  is  just  coming  to  a 
height  in  those  Autumn  months  of  1719. 

Indeed  this  Year  1719  was  a  particularly  noisy  one 
for  him.  This  is  the  year  of  the  "nephritic  cholic," 
which  befell  at  Brandenburg  on  some  journey  of  his 
Majesty's;  with  alarm  of  immediate  death;  Queen 
Sophie  sent-for  by  express;  testament  made  in  her 
favour;  and  intrigues,  very  black  ones,  Wilhelmina 
thinks,  following  thereupon.*  And  the  "Affair  of 
Clement ,''  on  which  the  old  Books  are  so  pro^se,  falls 
likewise,  the  crisis  of  it  falls,  in  1719.  Of  Clement 
the  "Hungarian  Nobleman,'*  who  was  a  mere  Hunga- 

*  Mimoires  de  Bareilh,  1.  26-29. 

lb* 
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rian  Swindler,  and  Forger  of  Royal  Letters;  sowing 
mere  discords,  black  suspicions,  between  Friedrich  Wil- 
helm  and  tbe  neighbouring  Courts,  Imperial  and  Saxon: 
"Tour  Majesty  to  be  snaptup,  some  day,  by  hired 
ruffians,  and  spirited-away,  for  behoof  of  those  treache- 
rous Courts:"  so  that  Friedrich  Wilhelm  fell  into  a 
gloom  of  melancholy,  and  for  long  weeks  "never  slept 
but  with  a  pair  of  loaded  pistols  under  his  pillow:"  — 
of  this  Clement,  an  adroit  Phenomenon  of  the  kind, 
and  intensely  agitating  to  Friedrich  Wilhelm;  —  whom 
Friedrich  Wilhelm  had  at  last  to  lay  hold-of,  try,  this 
very  year,  and  ultimately  hang,*  amid  the  rumour  and 
wonder  of  mankind:  —  of  him,  noisy  as  he  was,  and 
still  filling  many  pages  of  the  old  Books,  a  hint  shall 
suffice,  and  we  will  say  nothing  fiirtjier.  But  this  of 
the  Heidelberg  Protestants,  though  also  rather  an  extinct 
business,  has  still  some  claims  on  us.  This,  in  justice 
to  the  "inarticulate  man  of  genius,"  and  for  other  rea- 
sons, we  must  endeavour  to  resuscitate  a  little. 

Of  Kur-Pfalz  Karl  Philip:  How  he  got  a  Wife  long 
since  ^  and  did  Feats  in  the  World, 

There  reigns,  in  these  years,    at  Heidelberg,    as 
Elector  Palatine,  a  kind- tempered  but  abrupt  and  some- 

*  Had  arrived  in  Berlin,  **end  of  1717  ;**  staid  abont  a  year,  often  pri- 
vately in  the  Eling*s  company,  poisoning  the  royal  mind;  withdrew  to  the 
Hague,  suspecting  Berlin  might  soon  grow  dangerous;  —  is  wiled  oat  of 
that  Territory  into  the  Prassian,  and  arrested,  by  one  of  Friedrich  Wil- 
helm*s  Colonels,  "end  of  1718;"  lies  in  Spandaa,  getting  tried,  for  seven- 
teen months;  hanged,  with  two  Accomplices,  18th  April  1720.  (See,  in 
saccession,  Stenzel,  iii.  298,  802;  Fassmann,  p.  821;  FSrster,  ii.  272,  and 
Ui.  320-824.) 
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what  unreasonable  old  gentleman,  now  verging  towards 
sixty,  Karl  Philip  by  name;  who  has  come  athwart  the 
Berlin  Court  and  its  affairs  more  than  once;  an4  will 
again  do  so,  in  a  singularly  disturbing  way.  From  be- 
fore Friedrich  Wilhelm's  birth,  all  through  Friedrich 
Wilhelm's  life  and  farther,  this  Karl  Philip  is  a  stone- 
of-stombling  there.  His  first  feat  in  life  was  that  of 
TOiming-off  with  a  Prussian  Princess  from  Berlin;  the 
mmour  of  which  was  still  at  its  height  when  Friedrich 
Wilhelm,  a  fortnight  after,  came  into  the  world,  — the 
gossips  still  talking  of  it,  we  may  fancy,  when  Friedrich 
Wilhelm  was  first  swaddled.  An  unheard-of  thing;  the 
manner  of  which  was  this. 

Beaders  have  perhaps  forgotten,  that  old  King 
Friedrich  L  once  had  a  Brother;  elder  Brother,  who 
died,  to  the  Father's  great  sorrow,  and  made  way  for 
Friedrich  as  Crown-Prince.  This  Brother  had  been 
married  a  short  time;  he  left  a  Widow  without  children; 
a  beautiful  Lithuanian  Princess,  born  Eadzivil,  and  of 
great  possessions  in  her  own  country:  she,  in  her  crapes 
and  closecap,  remained  an  ornament  to  the  new  Berlin 
Court  for  some  time;  —  not  too  long.  The  mourning- 
year  once  out,  a  new  marriage  came  on  foot  for  the 
brilliant  Widow;  the  Bridegroom,  a  James  Sobieski, 
eldest  Prince  of  the  famous  John,  King  Sobieski; 
Prince  with  fair  outlooks  towards  Polish  Sovereignty, 
and  handy  for  those  Lithuanian  Possessions  of  hers: 
altogether  an  eligible  match. 

This  marriage  was  on  foot,   not  quite  completed; 
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when  Karl  Philip,  Cadet  of  the  Pfalz,  came  to  Berlin; 
—  a  rather  idle  young  man,  once  in  the  clerical  way; 
now  gone  into  the  military,  with  secular  outlooks,  his 
elder  Brother,  Heir-apparent  of  the  Pfalz,  "having  no 
children:"  —  came  to  Berlin,  in  the  course  of  visiting, 
and  roving  about.  The  beautiful  Widow-Princess 
seemed  very  charming  to  Karl  Philip;  he  wooed  hard; 
threw  the  Princess  into  great  perplexity.  She  had 
given  her  Yes  to  James  Sobieski;  inevitable  wedding- 
day  was  coming-on  with  James;  and  here  was  Karl 
Philip  wooing  so:  —  in  brief,  the  result  was,  she  gal- 
loped-off  with  Karl  Philip,  on  the  eve  of  said  wedding- 
day;  married  Karl  Philip  (24th  July  1688);  and  left 
Prince  James  standing  there,  too  much  like  Lot's  Wife, 
in  the  astonished  Court  of  Berlin.*  Judge  if  the  Berlin 
public  talked,  —  unintelligible  to  Friedrich  Wilhelm, 
then  safe  in  swaddling-clothes. 

King  Sobieski,  the  Father,  famed  Deliverer  of 
Vienna,  was  in  high  dudgeon.  But  Karl  Philip  apo- 
logised, to  all  lengths;  made  his  peace  at  last,  giving 
a  Sister  of  his  own  to  be  Wife  to  the  injured  James. 
This  was  Karl  Philip's  first  outbreak  in  life;  and  it 
was  not  his  only  one.  A  man  not  ill-disposed,  all 
grant;  but  evidently  of  headlong  turn,  with  a  tendency 
to  leap  fences  in  this  world.  He  has  since  been  sol- 
diering about,  in  a  loose  way;  governing  Innspruck, 
fighting  the  Turks.  But,  lately,  his  elder  Brother  died 
childless  (year  1716);  and  left  him  Kurfiirst  of  the 
Pfalz.     His  fair  Eadzivil  is  dead  long  ago;  she,  and  a 

*  Michaelis ,  ii.  98. 
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successor,  or  it  may  be  two.  Except  one  Daughter, 
whom  the  fair  Eadzivil  left  him,  he  has  no  children; 
and  in  these  times,  I  think,  lives  with  a  third  Wife,  of 
the  left-hand  kind. 

His  scarcity  of  progeny  is  not  so  indifferent  to  my 
readers  as  they  might  suppose.  This  new  Kur-Pfalz 
(Elector-Palatine)  Karl  Philip  is  'by  genealogy  —  who, 
thinks  the  reader?  Vi9^Z'Neuhurg  by  line;  own  Grand- 
son of  that  Wolfgang  Wilhelm,  who  got  the  slap  on 
the  face,  long  since,  on  account  of  the  Cleve-Jiilich 
matter!  So  it  has  come  round.  The  Line  of  Simmem 
died  out,  Winter-King's  Grandson  the  last  of  that;  and 
then,  as  right  was,  the  Line  of  Neuburg  took  the  top 
place,  and  became  Kur-Pfalz.  The  first  of  these  was 
this  Karl  Philip's  Father,  son  of  the  Beslapped;  an  old 
man  when  he  succeeded.  Karl  Philip  is  the  third  Kur- 
Pfalz  of  the  Neuburg  Line ;  his  childless  elder  Brother 
(he  who  collected  the  Pictures  at  Diisseldorf,  once 
notable  there)  was  second  of  the  Neuburgs.  They  now, 
we  say,  are  Electors  Palatine,  Head  of  the  House;  — 
and,  we  need  not  add,  along  with  their  Electorate  and 
Neuburg  Country,  possess  the  Cleve-Jiilich  Moiety  of 
Heritage,  about  which  there  was  such  worrying  in  time 
past.  Nay  the  last  Kur-Pfalz  resided  there,  and  col- 
lected the  "Diisseldorf  Gallery,"  as  we  have  just  said; 
though  Karl  Philip  prefers  Heidelberg  hitherto. 

To  Friedrich  Wilhelm  the  scarcity  of  progeny  is  a 
thrice-interesting  fact.  For  if  this  actual  Neuburg  should 
leave  no  male  heir,  as  is  now  humanly  probable,  — 
the  Line  of  Neuburg  too  is  out;  and  then  great  things 
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ought  to  follow  for  our  Prussian  House.  Then,  by  the 
last  Bargain,  made  in  1666,  with  all  solemnity,  be- 
tween the  Great  Elector,  our  Grandfather  of  famous 
memory,  and  your  serene  Father  the  then  Pfalz-Neu- 
burg,  subsequently  Kur-Pfalz,  likewise  of  famous  me- 
mory, son  of  the  Beslapped,  —  the  whole  Heritage 
falls  to  Prussia,  no  other  Pfalz  Branch  having  thence- 
forth the  least  claim  to  it.  Bargain  was  express;  signed, 
sealed,  sanctioned,  drawn-out  on  the  due  extent  of 
sheepskin,  which  can  still  be  read.  Bargain  clear 
enough:  but  will  this  Karl  Philip  incline  to  keep  it? 

That  may  one  day  be  the  interesting  question.  But 
that  is  not  the  question  of  controversy  at  present:  not 
that,  but  another;  for  Karl  Philip,  it  would  seem,  is  to 
be  a  frequent  stone-of-stumbling  to  the  Prussian  House. 
The  present  question  is  of  a  Protestant-Papist  matter; 
into  which  Friedrich  Wilhelm  has  been  drawn  by  his 
public-spirit  alone. 

Karl  Philip  and  his  Heidelberg  Protestants, 

The  Pfalz  population  was,  from  of  old,  Protestant- 
Calvinist;  the  Electors-Palatine  used  to  be  distinguished 
for  their  forwardness  in  that  matter.  So  it  still  is  with 
the  Pfalz  population;  but  with  the  Electors,  now  that 
the  House  of  Simmem  is  out,  and  that  of  Neuburg  in, 
it  is  not  so.  The  Neuburgs,  ever  since  that  slap  on 
the  face,  have  continued  Popish;  a  sore  fact  for  this 
Protestant  population,  when  it  got  them  for  Sovereigns. 
Karl  Philip's  Father,  an  old  soldier  at  Vienna,  and  the 
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elder  Brother,  a  collector  of  Pictures  at  Diisseldorf, 
did  not  outwardly  much  molest  the  creed  of  their  sub- 
jects. Protestants,  and  the  remnant  of  Catholics 
(remnant  naturally  rather  expanding  now  that  the 
Court  shone  on  it),  were  allowed  to  live  in  peace,  ac- 
cording to  the  Treaty  of  Westphalia,  or  nearly  so; 
dividing  '  the  churches  and  church-revenues  equitably 
between  them,  as  directed  there.  But  now  that  Karl 
Philip  is  come  in,  there  is  no  mistaking  his  procedures. 
He  has  come  home  to  Heidelberg  with  a  retinue  of 
Jesuits  about  him;  to  whom  the  poor  old  gentleman, 
looking  before  and  after  on  this  troublous  world,  finds 
it  salutary  to  give  ear. 

His  nibblings  at  Protestant  rights,  his  contrivances 
to  slide  Catholics  into  churches  which  were  not  theirs, 
and  the  like  foul-play  in  that  matter,  had  been  sorrow- 
ful to  see,  for  some  time  past.  The  Elector  of  Maintz, 
Chief-Priest  of  Germany ,  is  busy  in  the  same  bad  di- 
rection; he  and  others.  Indeed,  ever  since  the  Peace 
of  Eyswick,  where  Louis  XTV.  surreptitiously  intro- 
duced a  certain  "Clause,"  which  could  never  be  got 
rid-of  again,*  nibbling  aggressions  of  this  kind  have 

*  **  Clause  of  the  Fourth  Article*'  is  the  technical  name  of  it.  Fourth 
Article  stipulates  that  King  Louis  XIV.  shall  punctnally  restore  all  manner 
o/  towns  and  places,  in  the  Palatinate  &o,  (mnch  burnt,  somewhat  be- 
jesuited  too,  in  late  Wars,  by  the  said  King,  during  his  occupancy):  Clatise 
of  Fourth  Article  (added  to  it,  by  a  qnirk,  **at  midnight,**  say  the  Books) 
contains  merely  these  words,  '*Religione  tamen  Catholicd  Rotnand,  in  locit 
sic  restilutis,  in  statu  quo  nunc  est  remanente :  Roman  Catholic  religion  to 
continue  as  it  now  is"  (as  we  have  made  it  to  be)  'Mn  such  towns  and 
places."  —  Which  Clause  gave  rise  to  very  great  bat  ineffectnal  lamenting 
and  debating.  (Sch511,  Traites  de  Paix  (Par.  1817),  i.  488-8;  Bnchholz; 
Spittler,  Geschichte  WUrtembergs;  &e.) 
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gone-on  more  and  more.  Always  too  sluggishly  resisted 
by  the  Corpus  Evangelicorum^  in  the  Diets  or  otherwise, 
the  "United  Protestant  Sovereigns"  not  being  an  active 
"Body"  there.  And  now  more  sluggishly  than  ever; 
—  said  Corpus  having  August  Elector  of  Saxony,  Ca- 
tholic (Sham-Catholic)  King  of  Poland,  for  its  Official 
Head;  "August  the  Physically  Strong,"  a  man  highly 
unconcerned  for  matters  Evangelical!  So  that  the  nib- 
blings  go-on  worse  and  worse.  An  offence  to  all  Pro- 
testant Rulers  who  had  any  conscience;  at  length  an 
unbearable  one  to  Friedrich  Wilhelm,  who,  alone  of 
them  all,  decided  to  intervene  effectually,  and  say,  at 
whatever  risk  there  might  be,  We  will  not  stand  it! 

Karl  Philip,  after  some  nibblings,  took-up  the  Hei- 
delberg Catechism  (which  candidly  calls  the  Mass  "idola- 
trous"), and  ordered  said  Catechism,  an  Authorised 
Book,  to  cease  in  his  Dominions.  Hessen-Cassel,  a 
Protestant  neighbour,  pleaded,  remonstrated,  Friedrich 
Wilhelm  glooming  in  the  rear;  but  to  no  purpose.  Our 
old  gentleman,  his  Priests  being  very  diligent  upon 
him,  decided  next  to  get  possession  of  the  lleilige-Geist 
Kirche  (Church  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  principal  Place  of 
Worship  at  Heidelberg),  and  make  it  his  principal  Ca- 
thedral Church  there.  Py  Treaty  of  Westphalia,  or 
peaceably  otherwise,  the  Catholics  are  abeady  in  pos- 
session of  the  Choir:  but  the  whole  Church  would  be 
so  much  better.  "Was  it' not  Catholic  once?"  thought 
Karl  Philip  to  himself:  "built  by  our  noble  Ancestor 
Kaiser  Eupert  of  the  Pfalz,  Rupert  EJemm  (* Pincers,' 
so-named  for  his  firmness  of  mind):  —  why  should 
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these  Heretics  have  it?  I  will  build  them  another!" 
These  thoughts,  in  1719,  the  third  year  of  Karl  Phi- 
lip's rule,  had  broken-out  into  open  action  (29th  Au- 
gust, 4th  September  the  consummation  of  it)*,*  and 
precisely  in  the  time  when  Friedrich  Wilhelm  was 
penning  that  first  Didactic  Morsel  which  we  read,  grave 
clouds  from  the  Palatinate  were  beginning  to  over- 
shadow the  royal  mind  more  or  less. 

For  the  poor  Heidelberg  Consistorium ,  as  they 
could  not  undertake  to  give-up  their  Church  on  request 
of  his  Serenity,  —  "How  dare  we,  or  caa  we?"  an- 
swered they,  —  had  been  driven-out  by  compulsion 
and  stratagem.  Partly  strategic  was  the  plan  adopted, 
to  avoid  violence;  smith's  picklocks  being  employed, 
and  also  mason's  crowbars:  but  the  end  was,  On  the 
31st  of  August  1719,  Consistorium  and  Congregation 
found  themselves  fairly  in  the  street,  and  the  Heilige- 
Geist  Kirche  clean  gone  from  them.  Screen  of  the  Choir 
is  torn  down;  one  big  Catholic  Edifice  now;  getting  de- 
corated into  a  Court  Church,  where  Serene  Highness 
may  feel  his  mind  comfortable. 

The  poor  Heidelbergers,  thus  thrown  into  the  street, 
made  applications,  lamentations;  but  with  small  pro- 
spect of  help:  to  whom  apply  with  any  sure  prospect? 
Remonstrances  from  Hessen-Cassel  have  proved  un- 
availing with  his  bigoted  Serene  Highness.  Corpus 
Evangelieorum^  so  presided-over  as  at  present,  what  can 
be  had  of  such  a  Corpus?  Long-winded  lucubrations 
at  the  utmost;   real  action,  in  such  a  matter,  none. 

•  Maavillon,  i.  840-845. 
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Or  will  the  Kaiser,  las  Jesuits  advising  him,  inter- 
fere to  do  us  justice?  Kur-Maintz  and  the  rest;  — 
it  is  everywhere  one  story.  Everywhere  unhappy  Pro- 
testantism getting  bad  usage,  and  ever  worse,  and  no 
Corpus  Evangelicorum^  or  appointed  Watchdog,  doing 
other  than  hang  its  ears,  and  look  sorry  for  itself 
and  us!  — 

The  Heidelbergers,  however,  had  applied  to  Fried- 
rich  Wilhelm  among  others.  Friedrich  Wilhelm,  who 
had  long  looked  on  these  Anti-Protestant  phenomena 
with  increasing  anger,  found  now  that  this  of  the  Hei- 
delberg Catechism  and  Heilige-Geist  Kirche  was  enough 
to  make  one's  patience  run-over.  Your  unruly  Catholic 
bull,  plunging  about,  and  goring  men  in  that  mad  ab- 
surd manner,  it  will  behove  that  somebody  take  liim 
by  the  horns,  or  by  the  tail,  and  teach  him  manners. 
Teach  him,  not  by  vocal  precepts,  it  is  likely,  which 
would  avail  nothing  on  such  a  brute,  but  by  practical 
cudgelling  and  scourging  to  the  due  pitch.  Pacific 
Friedrich  Wilhelm  perceived  that  he  himself  would 
have  to  do  that  disagreeable  feat:  —  the  growl  of 
him,  on  coming  to  such  resolution,  must  have  been 
consolatory  to  these  poor  Heidelbergers,  when  they 
applied!  —  His  plan  is  very  simple,  as  the  plans  of 
genius  are;  but  a  plan  leading  direct  to  the  end  de- 
sired, and  probably  the  only  one  that  would  have  done 
so,  in  the  circumstances.  Cudgel  in  hand,  he  takes 
the  Catholic  bull,  —  shall  we  say,  by  the  horns?  — 
more  properly  perhaps  by  the  tail;  and  teaches  him 
manners. 
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Friedrich  WilhelrrCs  method  —  proves  remedial  in 

Heidelberg, 

Friedrich  Wilhelm's  first  step,  of  course,  was  to 
remonstrate  pacifically  with  his  Serene  Highness  on  the 
Heidelberg-Church  affair:  from  this  he  probably  ex- 
pected nothing;  nor  did  he  get  anything.  Getting  no- 
thing from  this,  and  the  countenance  of  external  Pro- 
testant Powers,  especially  of  Greorge  I.  and  the  Dutch, 
being  promised  him  in  ulterior  measures,  he  directed 
his  Administrative  Officials  in  Magdeburg,  in  Minden, 
in  Hamersleben,  where  are  Catholic  Foundations  of 
importance,  to  assemble  the  Catholic  Canons,  Abbots, 
chief  Priests  and  all  whom  it  might  concern  in  these 
three  Places,  and  to  signify  to  them  as  follows: 

"From  us,  your  Protestant  Sovereign,  you  your- 
selves and  all  men  will  witness,  you  have  hitherto  had 
the  best  of  usage,  fair-play,  according  to  the  Laws  of 
the  Reich  ^  and  even  more.  With  the  Protestants  at 
Heidelberg,  on  the  part  of  the  Catholic  Powers,  it  is 
different.  It  must  cease  to  be  different*,  it  must  be- 
come the  same.  And  to  make  it  do  so,  you  are  the 
implement  I  have.  Sorry  for  it,  but  there  is  no  other 
handy.  From  this  day  your  Churches  also  are  closed, 
your  Public  Worship  ceases,  and  furthermore  your  Re- 
venues cease;  and  all  makes  dead  halt,  and  falls  torpid 
in  respect  of  you.  From  this  day;  and  so  continues, 
till  the  day  (may  it  be  soon!)  when  the  Heidelberg 
Church  of  the  Holy  Ghost  is  opened  again,  and  right 
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done  in  that  question.  Be  it  yours  to  speed  such  day: 
it  is  you  that  can  and  will,  you  who  know  those  high 
Catholic  regions,  inaccessible  to  your  Protestant  So- 
vereign. Till  then  you  are  as  dead  men;  temporarily 
fallen  dead  for  a  purpose.  And  herewith  God  have 
you  in  his  keeping!"* 

That  was  Friedrich  Wilhelm's  plan;  the  simplest, 
but  probably  the  one  efifectual  plan.  Infallible  this 
plan,  if  you  dare  stand  upon  it;  which  Friedrich 
Wilhelm  does.  He  has  a  formidable  Army,  ready 
for  fight;  a  Treasury  or  Army-Chest  in  good  order. 
George  I.  seconds,  according  to  bargain;  shuts  the  Catholic 
Church  at  Zelle  in  his  Liineburg  Country,  in  like 
fashion;  Dutch,  too,  and  Swiss  will  endorse  the  matter, 
should  it  grow  too  serious.  All  which,  involving  some 
diplomacy  and  correspondence,  is  managed  with  the 
due  promptitude,  moreover.**  And  so  certain  doors  are 
locked;  and  Friedrich  Wilhelm's  word,  unalterable  as 
gravitation,  has  gone  forth.  In  this  manner  is  the  mad 
Catholic  bull  taken  by  the  tail:  keep  fast  hold,  and 
apply  your  cudgel  duly  in  that  attitude,  he  will  not 
gore  you  any  more! 

The  Magdeburg-Hamersleben  people  shrieked  pite- 
ously;  not  to  Friedrich  Wilhelm,  whom  they  knew  to 
be  deaf  on  that  side  of  his  head,  but  to  the  Kaiser,  to 
the  Pope,  to  the  Serenity  of  Heidelberg.    Serene  High- 

»  MaayilloD,  i.  847,  849. 

**  Charch  of  Zello  shut-op,  4th  November;  MInden,  28th  November; 
Monastery  of  Haroersleben ,  8d  December,  &c,  (PUtter:  Historische  Ent- 
wickelmg  der  hetuigen  Staatsoerfassung  det  TeuUchen  Reiclis,  G{>ttiiigen, 
1788,  ii.  884,  890.) 
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ness  of  Heidelberg  was  mucli  hufited;  Kaiser  dread- 
fully so,  and  wrote  heavy  menacing  rebukes.  To 
which  Friedrich  Wilhelm  listened  with  a  minimum  of 
reply;  —  keeping  firm  hold  of  the  tail,  in  such  bellow- 
ing of  the  animal.  The  end  was,  Serene  Highness 
had  to  comply,  within  three  months,  Kaiser,  Serene 
Highness  and  the  other  parties  interested,  found  that 
there  would  be  nothing  for  it  but  to  compose  them- 
selves: and  do  what  was  just.  April  16th,  1720,  the 
Protestants  are  reinstated  in  their  Heilige-Geist  Kirche; 
Heidelberg  Catechism  goes  its  free  course  again,  May 
16th  5  and  one  Baron  Eeck*  is  appointed  Commis- 
sioner, from  the  Corpus  Evangelicorum^  to  Heidelberg; 
who  continues  rigorously  inspecting  Church  matters 
there  for  a  considerable  time,  much  to  the  grief  of 
Highness  and  Jesuits,  till  he  can  report  that  all  is  as 
it  should  be  on  that  head.  Karl  Philip  felt  so  dis- 
gusted with  these  results,  he  removed  his  Court, 
that  same  year,  to  Mannheim;  quitted  Heidelberg; 
to  the  discouragement  and  visible  decay  of  the  place; 
and,  in  spite  of  humble  petitions  and  remonstrances^ 
never  would  return;  neither  he  nor  those  that  followed 
him  would  shift  from  Mannheim  again,  to  this  day. 

Prussian  Majesty  has  displeased  the  Kaiser  and  the 

King  of  Poland, 

Friedrich   Wilhelm's  praises    from  the  Protestant 
public  were  great,  on  this  occasion.     Nor  can  we,  who 

»  Michaclis,  ii.  95;  Piitter,  ii.  884,  890;  Baohholz,  p.  61-68. 
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lie  much  farther  from  it  in  every  sense,  refuse  him 
some  grin  of  approval.  Act,  and  manner  of  doing  the 
act,  are  creditably  of  a  piece  with  Friedrich  Wilhelm; 
physiognomic  of  the  mgged  veracious  man.  It  is  one  of 
several  such  acts  done  by  him:  for  it  was  a  duty  apt 
to  recur  in  Germany,  in  his  day.  This  duty  Fried- 
rich  Wilhelm,  a  solid  Protestant  after  his  sort,  and 
convinced  of  the  "nothingness  and  nonsensicality  {Un- 
grund  und  Absurditdi)  of  Papistry,"  was  always  honour- 
ably prompt  to  do.  There  is  an  honest  bacon-and- 
greens  conscience  in  the  man;  almost  the  one  conscience 
you  can  find  in  any  royal  man  of  that  day.  Promptly, 
without  tremulous  counting  of  costs,  he  always  starts 
up,  solid  as  oak,  on  the  occurrence  of  such  a  thing, 
and  says,  "That  is  unjust;  contrary  to  the  Treaty  of 
Westphalia;  you  will  have  to  put-down  that  I"  —  And 
if  words  avail  not,  his  plan  is  always  this  same: 
Clap  a  similar  thumbscrew,  pressure  equitably  cal- 
culated, on  the  Catholics  of  Prussia;  these  can  com- 
plain to  their  Popes  and  Jesuit  Dignitaries:  these  are 
under  thumbscrew  till  the  Protestant  pressure  be  re- 
moved. Which  always  did  rectify  the  matter  in  a 
little  time.  One  other  of  these  instances,  that  of  the 
Salzburg  Protestants,  the  last  such  instance,  as  this 
of  Heidelberg  was  the  first,  will  by  and  by  claim  notice 
from  us. 

It  is  very  observable,  how  Friedrich  Wilhelm,  hating 
quarrels,  was  ever  ready  to  turn-out  for  quarrel  on 
such  an  occasion;  though  otherwise  conspicuously  a 
King  who  staid  well  at  home,  looking  after  his  own 
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affairs;  meddling  with  no  neighbour  that  would  be  at 
peace  with  him.  This  properly  is  Friedrich  Wilhelm's 
"sphere  of  political  activity"  among  his  contempora- 
ries; this  small  quasi -domestic  sphere,  of  forbidding 
injury  to  Protestants.  A  most  small  sphere,  but  then 
a  genuine  one:  nor  did  he  seek  even  this,  had  it 
not  forced  itself  upon  him.  And  truly  we  might  ask, 
What  has  become  of  the  other  more  considerable 
"spheres"  in  that  epoch?  The  supremest  loud-trum- 
peting "political  activities"  which  then  filled  the  world 
and  its  newspapers,  what  has  the  upshot  of  them  uni- 
versally been?  Zero,  and  oblivion;  no  other.  While 
this  poor  Friedrich- Wilhelm  sphere  is  perhaps  still  a 
countable  quantity.  Wise  is  he  who  stays  well  at  home, 
and  does  the  duty  he  finds  lying  there!  — 

Great  favour  from  the  Protestant  public:  but,  on 
the  other  hand,  his  Majesty  had  given  offence  in  high 
places.  What  help  for  it?  The  thing  was  a  point  of 
conscience  with  him;  natural  to  the  surly  Eoyal  Over- 
seer, going  his  rounds  in  the  world;  stick  in  hand! 
However,  the  Kaiser  was  altogether  gloomy  of  brow 
at  such  disobedience.  A  Kaiser  unfriendly  to  Fried- 
rich Wilhelm:  witness  that  of  the  Bitter-Dienat  (our  un- 
reasonable Magdeburg  Eitters,  countenanced  by  him, 
on  such  terms,  in  such  style  too),  and  other  offensive 
instances  that  could  be  given.  Perhaps  the  Kaiser  will 
not  always  continue  gloomy  of  brow;  perhaps  the 
thoughts  of  the  Imperial  breast  may  alter,  on  our  be- 
half or  his  own,  one  day?  — 

Nor  could  Bong  August  the  Physically  Strong  be 

Carlyle,  Frederic  the  Great.  U.  16 
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glad  to  see  his  "Director"  function  virtually  superseded, 
in  this  triumphant  way.  A  year  or  two  ago,  Friedrich 
Wilhelm  had,  with  the  due  cautions  and  politic  reserves, 
inquired  of  the  Corpus  Evangelicorum,  "If  they  thought 
the  present  Directorship  (that  of  August  the  Physically 
Strong)  a  good  one?"  and  "Whether  he,  Friedrich 
Wilhelm,  ought  not  perhaps  himself  to  be  Director?" 
—  To  which,  though  the  answer  was  clear  as  noon- 
day, this  poor  Corpus  had  only  mumbled  some  ^''Quieta 
non  movere,'*'*  or  other  wise-foolish  saw;  and  helplessly 
shrugged  its  shoulders.*  But  King  August  himself,  — 
though  a  jovial  social  kind  of  animal,  quite  otherwise 
occupied  in  the  world;  busy  producing  his  Three-hun- 
dred-and-fifty-four  Bastards  there,  and  not  careful  of 
Church  matters  at  all,  —  had  expressed  his  indignant 
surprise.  And  now,  it  would  seem  nevertheless,  though 
the  title  remains  where  it  was,  the  function  has  fallen 
to  another,  who  actually  does  it:  a  thing  to  provoke 
comparisons  in  the  public. 

Clement  the  Hungarian  Forger,  vender  of  false  state- 
secrets,  is  well  hanged;  went  to  the  gallows  (18th  April 
1720)  with  much  circumstance,  just  two  days  before 
that  Heidelberg  Church  was  got  reopened.  But  the 
suspicions  sown  by  Clement  cannot  quite  be  abolished 
by   the   hanging    of    him:    Forger   indisputably;    but 


*  1717-1719,  when  August's  KurprinZt  Heir-Apparent,  likewise  declared 
himself  Papist,  to  the  horror  and  astonishment  of  poor  Saxony,  and  wedded 
the  late  Kaiser  Joseph's  Daughter:  —  not  to  Father  August's  horror; 
who  was  steering  towards  ** popularity  in  Poland,"  *^ hereditary  Polish 
Crown,**  Ac.  with  the  young  man.    (Bncliholz,  i.  58-56.) 
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who  knows  whether  he  had  not  something  of  fact 
for  basis?  What  with  Clement,  what  with  this  Hei- 
delberg business,  the  Court  of  Berlin  has  fallen  wrong 
with  Dresden,  with  Vienna  itself,  and  important  clouds 
have  risen. 


There  is  an  absurd  Flame  of  War^  blown-out  by  Admiral 
Byng;  and  a  new  Man  of  Genius  announces  himself  to 
the  dim  Populations, 

The  poor  Kaiser  himself  is  otherwise  in  trouble  of 
his  own,  at  this  time.  The  Spaniards  and  he  have 
fallen-out,  in  spite  of  Utrecht  Treaty  and  Eastadt  ditto ; 
the  Spaniards  have  taken  Sicily  from  him:  and  pre- 
cisely in  those  days  while  Karl  Philip  took  to  shutting- 
up  the  HeUige-Geist  Church  at  Heidelberg,  there  was, 
loud  enough  in  all  the  Newspapers,  silent  as  it  now  is, 
a  "Siege  of  Messina"  going  on;  Imperial  and  Piedmontese 
troops  doing  duty  by  land.  Admiral  Byng  still  more 
effectively  by  sea,  for  the  purpose  of  getting  Sicily 
back.  Which  was  achieved  by  and  by,  though  at  an 
extremely  languid  pace.*  One  of  the  most  tedious 
Sieges;  one  of  the  paltriest  languid  Wars  (of  extreme 
virulence  and  extreme  feebleness,  neither  party  having 


•  Byiig*8  Sea-fight,  10th  Aagast  1718  (Cainpbeirs  Uvea  of  the  Admirals, 
iii.  468);  whereupon  the  Spaniards,  who  had  hardly  yet  completed  their 
capture  of  Messina,  are  besieged  in  it;  —  29th  October  1719,  Messlnft 
retaken  (this  is  the  "Siege  of  Messina**):  February  1720,  Peace  is  clapt-np 
(the  chief  article,  that  Alberonl  shall  be  packed  away)  and  a  "Congress  of 
.Cambrai*'  is  to  meet,  and  settle  everything* 
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any  cash  left),  —  and  for  an  object  which  could  not 
be  excelled  in  insignificance.  Object  highly  interesting 
to  Kaiser  Karl  YL  and  Elizabeth  Famese  Termagant 
Queen  of  Spain.  These  two  were  red,  or  even  were 
pale,  with  interest  in  it;  and  to  the  rest  of  Adam^s 
Posterity  it  was  not  intrinsically  worth  an  ounce  of 
gunpowder,  many  tons  of  that  and  of  better  commo- 
dities as  they  had  to  spend  upon  it  True,  the  Spanish 
Navy  got  well  lamed  in  the  business;  Spanish  I'leet 
blown  mostly  to  destruction,  —  "Roads  of  Messina, 
10th  August  1718,"  by  the  dextrous  Byng  (a  credit- 
able handy  figure  both  in  Peace  and  War)  and  his 
considerable  Seafight  there:  —  if  that  was  an  object  to 
Spain  or  mankind,  that  was  accomplished.  But  the 
"War,"  except  that  many  men  were  killed  in  it,  and 
much  vain  babble  was  uttered  upon  it,  ranks  otherwise 
with  that  of  Don  Quixote,  for  conquest  of  the  enchanted 
Helmet  of  Mambrino ,  which  when  looked  into  proved 
to  be  a  Barber^s  Basin. 

Congress  of  Cambrai,  and  other  high  Gatherings 
and  convulsive  Doings,  which  all  proved  futile,  and 
look  almost  like  Lapland  witchcraft  now  to  us,  wiU 
have  to  follow  this  ftitility  of  a  War,  It  is  the  firuit 
of  a  long  series  of  enchanted  adventures,  on  which 
Kaiser  Karl,  —  duelling  with  that  Spanish  Virago, 
Satan's  Invisible  World  in  the  rear  of  her,  —  has  now 
embarked,  to  the  woe  of  mankind,  for  the  rest  of  his 
life.  The  first  of  those  terrifico-ludicrous  paroxysms 
of  crisis  into  which  he  throws  the  European  Universe; 
he  with  his  Enchanted  Barber's-Basin  enterprises;  — 
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as  perhaps  was  fit  enough,  in  an  Epoch  presided-over 
hy  the  Nightmares.  Congress  of  Cambrai  is  to  follow; 
and  much  else  equally  spectral.  About  all  which , 
there  will  be  enough  to  say  anon!  For  it  was  a  fear- 
ftil  operation,  though  a  ludicrous  one,  this  of  the  poor 
Kaiser;  and  it  tormented  not  the  big  Nations  only,  and 
threw  an  absurd  Europe  into  paroxysm  after  paroxysm; 
but  it  whirled-up,  in  its  wide-sweeping  skirts,  our  little 
Fritz  and  his  Sister,  and  almost  dashed  the  lives  out 
of  them,  as  we  shall  see!  Which  last  is  perhaps  the 
one  claim  it  now  has  to  a  cursory  mention  from  man- 
kind. 

Byng's  Seafight,  done  with  due  dexterity  of  ma- 
noeuvring, and  then  with  due  emphasis  of  broadsiding, 
decisive  of  that  absurd  War,  and  almost  the  one  credit- 
able action  in  it,  dates  itself  10th  August  1718.  And 
about  three  months  later,  on  the  mimic  stage  at  Paris 
there  came  out  a  Piece,  (Edipe  the  title  of  it,*  by  one 
Francois  Arouet,  a  young  gentleman  about  twenty-two; 
and  had  such  a  run  as  seldom  was;  —  apprising  the 
the  French  Populations  that,  to  all  appearance,  a  new 
man  of  genius  had  appeared  among  them  (not  intima- 
ting what  work  he  would  do);  and  greatly  angering  old 
M.  Arouet  of  the  Chamber  of  Accounts;  who  thereby 
found  his  Son  as  good  as  cast  into  the  whirlpools,  and 
a  solid  Law-career  thenceforth  impossible  for  the  young 
fool.  —  The  name  of  that  "M.  Arouet  junior"  changes 

•  18th  NoTember  1718. 
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itself,  some  years  hence,  into  M.  de  Voltaire;  under 
which  latter  designation  he  will  conspicuonsly  reappear 
in  this  Narrative. 

And  now  we  will  go  to  our  little  Crown-Prince 
again;  —  ignorant,  he,  of  all  this  that  is  mounting-up 
in  the  distance,  and  that  will  envelop  him  one  day. 
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CHAPTER  XI. 
of  the  crown-prince's  progress  in  his  schooling. 

Whilhelmina  says,*  her  Brother  was  "slow"  in 
learning:  we  may  presume,  she  means  idle,  volatile, 
not  always  prompt  in  fixing  his  attention  to  what  did 
not  interest  him.  Moreover,  he  was  often  weakly  in 
health,  as  she  herself  adds;  so  that  exertion  was  not 
recommendable  for  him.  Herr  von  Loen  (a  witty 
Prussian  Official,  and  famed  man-of-letters  once,  though 
forgotten  now)  testifies  expressly  that  the  Boy  was  of 
bright  parts,  and  that  he  made  rapid  progress.  "The 
"Crown-Prince  manifests  in  this  tender  age"  (his  seventh 
year)  "an  uncommon  capacity;  nay  we  may  say,  some- 
"  thing  quite  extraordinary  {etwaa  ganz  AusserordentUches), 
"He  is  a  most  alert  and  vivacious  Prince;  he  has  fine 
"and  sprightly  manners;  and  shows  a  certain  kindly 
"sociality,  and  so '  affectionate  a  disposition  that  all 
"things  may  be  hoped  of  him.  The  French  Lady  who" 
(under  EoucouUes)  "has  had  charge  of  his  learning 
"hitherto,  cannot  speak  of  him  without  enthusiasm. 
"  *  Cest  un  esprit  angelique  (A  little  angel),'  she  is  wont 
"to  say.  He  takes  up,  and  learns,  whatever  is  put 
"before  him,  with  the  greatest  facility."  *♦ 

For  the  rest,  that  Friedrich  Wilhelm's  intentions 
and  Ehadamanthine  regulations,  in  regard  to  him,  were 

•  M^moireSf  !.  22. 
•*  Von  Loen:  KleineSchriften,  ii.27  (as  oited  inBtldenbeek,  Ho.iT.  47#)k 
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Mfilled  in  every  point,  we  will  by  no  means  affirm. 
Bules  of  such  exceeding  preciseness,  if  grounded  here 
and  there  only  on  the  sic-volo^  how  could  they  be 
always  kept,  except  on  the  surface  and  to  the  eye 
merely?  The  good  Duhan,  diligent  to  open  his  Pupil's 
mind,  and  give  Nature  fair  play,  had  practically  found 
it  inexpedient  to  tie  him  too  rigorously  to  the  arbitrary 
formal  departments,  where  no  natural  curiosity,  but 
only  order  from  without,  urges  the  ingenious  pupil. 
What  maximum  strictness  in  school-drill  there  can  have 
been,  we  may  infer  from  one  thing,  were  there  no 
other:  the  ingenious  Pupil's  mode  of  spelling.  Fritz 
learned  to  write  a  fine,  free- flowing,  rapid  and  legible 
business-hand;  "Arithmetic"  too,  "Geography,"  and 
many  other  Useful  Knowledges  that  had  some  geniality 
of  character,  or  attractiveness  in  practice,  were  among 
his  acquisitions;  much,  very  much  he  learned  in  the 
course  of  his  life;  but  to  spell^  much  more  to  punctuate, 
and  subdue  the  higher  mysteries  of  Grammar  to  him- 
self, was  always  an  imachievable  perfection.  He  did 
improve  somewhat,  in  after-life;  but  here  is  the  length 
to  which  he  had  carried  that  necessary  art  in  the  course 
of  nine-years  exertion,  under  Duhan  and  the  subsidiary 
preceptors:  it  is  in  the  following  words  and  alphabetic 
letters  that  he  grateftilly  bids  Duhan  farewell,  —  who 
surely  cannot  have  been  a  very  strict  drill-sergeant  in 
the  arbitrary  branches  of  schooling! 

^^Mon  cher  Duhan  Je  Vous  promais  (promets)  que  quand 
^^faurez  (j'aurai)  monpropre  argent  en  main^  je  Vous  donnerez 
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**(donnerai)  enuelement  (annuellemeiit)  2400  ccw  (^cus)  par  an, 
^^etje  vous  aimercds  (aimerai)  toujour  encor  (toujours  encore)  un 
^^peu  plus  q'asteure  (qu'k  cette  heure)  s'il  me  rest  (m'est)  posible 
"(possible)." 

"My  dear  Duhan,  —  I  promise  to  you,  that  when  I  shall 

"have  my  money  in  my  own  hands,  I  will  give  you  annually 

"2400  crowns**  (say  350/.)  ^^ every  year;  and  that  I  will  love 

"you  always  even  a  little  more  than  at  present,  if  that  be 

"  T)ossible 

"  Fridbric  P.R."  (Prince-Royal). 

"Potsdam,  le  20  dejuin  1727."  • 

The  Document  has  otherwise  its  beauty;  but  such 
is  the  spelling  of  it  In  fact  his  Grammar,  as  he  would 
himself  now  and  then  regretfully  discern,  in  riper  years, 
with  some  transient  attempt  or  resolution  to  remedy  or 
help  it,  seems  to  have  come  mainly  by  nature;  so  like- 
wise his  ^' stylus^'  both  in  French  and  Grerman, — a  very 
fair  style,  too,  in  the  former  dialect:  —  but  as  to  his 
spelling,  let  him  try  as  he  liked,  he  never  ca^e  within 
sight  of  perfection. 

The  things  ordered  with  such  rigorous  minuteness, 
if  but  arbitrary  things,  were  apt  to  be  neglected;  the 
things  forbidden,  especially  in  the  like  case,  were  apt 
to  become  doubly  tempting.  It  appears,  the  prohibi- 
tion of  Latin  gave  rise  to  various  attempts,  on  the  part 
of  Friedrich,  to  attain  that  desirable  Language.  Secret 
lessons,  not  from  Duhan,  but  no  doubt  with  Duhan's 
connivance,  were  from  time  to  time  undertaken  with 
this  view;  once,  it  is  recorded,  the  vigilant  Friedrich 

*  Preass,  i.  22. 
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Wilhelm,  going  liis  rounds,  came  upon  Fritz  and  one 
of  his  Preceptors  (not  Duhan  but  a  subaltern)  actually 
engaged  in  this  illicit  employment.  Friedrich  himself 
was  wont  to  relate  this  anecdote  in  after-life.*  They 
h^d  Latin  books,  dictionaries,  grammars  on  the  table, 
all  the  contraband  apparatus;  busy  with  it  there,  like 
a  pair  of  coiners  taken  in  the  fact.  Among  other 
Books  was  a  copy  of  the  Golden  Bull  of  Kaiser 
Karl  IV.,  —  Aurea  Bulla^  from  the  little  golden  bullets 
or  pellets  hung  to  it,  —  by  which  sublime  Document, 
as  perhaps  we  hinted  long  ago,  certain  so-called  Fun- 
damental Constitutions,  or  at  least  formalities  and  so- 
lemn practices,  method  of  election,  rule  of  precedence, 
and  the  like,  of  the  Holy  Roman  Empire,  had  at  last 
been  settled  on  a  sure  footing,  by  that  busy  little 
Kaiser,  some  three-hundred-and-fifty  years  before;  a 
Document  venerable  almost  next  to  the  Bible  in  Fried- 
rich  Wilhelm's  loyal  eyes.  "What  is  this;  what  are 
"you  venturing  upon  here?  "  exclaims  Paternal  Vigilance, 
in  an  astonished  dangerous  tone.  ''''Ihro  Majestdt^  ich 
^^eaplicire  dem  Prinzen  Auream  Bullaniy^  exclaimed  the 
trembling  pedagogue:  "Your  Majesty,  I  am  explaining 
''Aurea  Bulla  (Golden  Bull)  to  the  Prince!"  —  "Dog, 
"I  will  Golden-BuU  you!"  said  his  Majesty  flourishing 
his  rattan,  ''Ich  will  dichj  Schurke^  heauream  hullamP'* 
which  sent  the  terrified  wretch  off  at  the  top  of  his 
speed,  and  ended  the  Latin  for  that  time.** 

*  BQsching:  Beitrdge  tu  der  Lebensgeschichte  denhwdrdiger  Personen, 
Y.  88.    Preuss,  i.  24. 
»•  Flfrster,  i.  856. 
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Friedricli's  Latin  could  never  come  to  much,  under 
these  impediments.  But  he  retained  some  smatterings 
of  it  in  mature  life;  and  was  rather  fond  of  producing 
his  classical  scraps,  —  often  in  an  altogether  mouldy, 
and  indeed  hitherto  inexplicable  condition.  "Dc  gusti^ 
^^bus  non  est  disputandus ,"  ^^Beati  possodentes  ^'**  ^^Com" 
^^pille  intrarey'*  ^^Beatas  pauperes  spirituB;**  the  mean- 
ing of  these  can  be  guessed:  but  "To^  verbas  tot  spon- 
^^dera"  for  example,  —  what  can  any  commentator 
make  of  that?  ''''Festina  lente^*  ^^Dominus  vobtscum,'* 
^^Flectamus  genua^^  "Qmoc?  bene  notandum^'*  these  phra- 
ses too,  and  some  three  or  four  others  of  the  -like,  have 
been  riddled  from  his  Writings  by  diligent  men:  *  "  0 
*^tempora,  0  mores!  You  see  I  don't  forget  my  Latin," 
writes  he  once. 

The  worst  fruit  of  these  contraband  operations  was, 
that  they  involved  the  Boy  in  clandestine  practices, 
secret  disobediences  apt  to  be  found-out  from  time  to 
time,  and  tended  to  alienate  his  Father  from  him.  Of 
which  sad  mutual  humour  we  already  find  traces  in  that 
early  Wusterhausen  Document:  "Not  to  be  so  dirty," 
says  the  reproving  Father.  And  the  Boy  does  not 
take  to  hunting  at  all;  likes  verses,  story-books,  flute- 
playing  better;  seems  to  be  of  effeminate  tendencies,  an 
efeminirter  Kerl;  affects  French  modes,  combs-out  his 
hair,  like  a  cockatoo,  the  foolish  French  fop,  instead  of 
conforming  to  the  Army-regulation,  which  prescribes 
close-cropping  and  a  club! 

*  Preuss  (i.  !24)  furnishes  the  whole  stock  of  them. 
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This  latter  grievance  Friedrich  Willielm  decided, 
at  last,  to  abate,  and  have  done  with;  this,  for  one.  It 
is  an  authentic  fact,  though  not  dated,  —  dating  per- 
haps from  about  Fritz's  fifteenth  year.  "Fritz  is  a 
^'' Querpfeifer  und  Foet^^  not  a  Soldier!  would  his  in- 
dignant Father  growl;  looking  at  those  foreign  eflPemi- 
nate  ways  of  his,  Querpfeife,  that  is  simply  "German- 
flute,"  ^'' Cross-pipe*^  (or  fife  of  any  kind,  for  we  English 
have  thriftily  made  two  useful  words  out  of  the  Deutsch 
root);  "Cross-pipe,"  being  held  across  the  mouth,  hori- 
zontally. Worthless  employment,  if  you  are  not  bom 
to  be  of  the  regimental  band!  thinks  Friedrich  Wilhelm. 
Fritz  is  celebrated,  too,  for  his  fine  foot;  a  dapper 
little  fellow,  altogether  pretty  in  the  eyes  of  simple 
female  courtiers,  with  his  blond  locks  combed-out  at 
the  temples,  with  his  bright  eyes,  sharp  wit,  and  spark- 
ling capricious  ways.  The  cockatoo-locks,  these  at 
least  we  will  abate!  decides  the  Paternal  mind. 

And  so,  unexpectedly,  Friedrich  Wilhelm  has  com- 
manded these  bright  locks,  as  contrary  to  military 
fashion,  of  which  Fritz  has  now  imworthily  the  honour 
of  being  a  specimen,  to  be  ruthlessly  shorn  away.  In- 
exorable: the  Hof'Chirurgus  (Court- Surgeon,  of  the 
nature  of  BarbeivSurgeon) ,  with  scissors  and  comb ,  is 
here;  ruthless  Father  standing  by.  Crop  him,  my  jolly 
Barber;  close  down  to  the  accurate  standard;  soaped 
club,  instead  of  flowing  locks;  we  suffer  no  exceptions 
in  this  military  department:  I  stand  here  till  it  is  done. 
Poor  Fritz,  they  say,  had  tears  in  his  eyes;  but  what 
help   in   tears?      The  judicious  Chirurgus,    however. 
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proved  merciftJ.  The  judicious  Cliirurgus  struck-in  as 
if  nothing  loth,  snack,  snack ;»  and  made  a  great  show 
of  clipping.  Fiiedrich  Wilhelm  took  a  newspaper  till 
the  job  were  done;  the  judicious  Barber,  still  making 
a  great  show  of  work,  combed-back  rather  than  cut-off 
these  Apollo  locks;  did  Fritz  accurately  into  soaped 
club,  to  the  cursory  eye;  but  left  him  capable  of  sha- 
king-out his  chevelure  again  on  occasion,  —  to  the  last- 
ing gratitude  of  Fritz.* 

The  Noltenius-and'Panzendorf  Drill-exercise. 

On  the  whole,  as  we  said,  a  youth  needs  good  as- 
similating power,  if  he  is  to  grow  in  this  world!  Nol- 
tenius  and  Panzendorf,  for  instance,  they  were  busy 
"teaching  Friedrich  religion."  Bather  a  strange  opera- 
tion this  too ,  if  we  were  to  look  into  it  We  will  not 
look  too  closely.  Another  pair  of  excellent  most  solemn 
drill-sergeants,  in  clerical  black  serge;  they  also  are 
busy  instilling  dark  doctrines  into  the  bright  young 
Boy,  so  iar  as  possible;  but  do  not  seem  at  any  time 
to  have  made  too  deep  an  impression  on  him.  May  we 
not  say  that,  in  matter  of  religion  too,  Friedrich  was 
but  ill-bested?  Enlightened  Edict -of- Nantes  Protes- 
tantism, a  cross  between  Bayle  and  Calvin:  that  was 
but  indifferent  babe's -milk  to  the  little  creature.  Nor 
could  Noltenius's  Catechism,  and  ponderous  drill-exer- 
cise in  orthodox  theology,  much  inspire  a  clear  soul 
with  pieties,  and  tendencies  to  soar  Heavenward. 

*  Preass,  i.  16. 
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Alas,  it  is  a  dreary  litter  indeed,  mere  wagonload 
on  wagonload  of  shot  ruUbish,  that  is  lieaped<round  this 
new  humaii^lant,  by  Noltenius  and  Company,  among 
others.  A  wonder  only  that  they  did  not  extinguish 
all  Sense  of  the  Highest  in  the  poor  young  soul,  and 
leave  only  a  Sense  of  the  Dreariest  and  Stupidest  But 
a  healthy  human  soul  can  stand  a  great  deal.  The 
healthy  soul  shakes-off,  in  an  unexpectedly  victorious 
manner,  immense  masses  of  dry  rubbish  that  have  been 
shot  upon  it  by  its  assiduous  pedagogues  and  professors. 
What  would  become  of  any  of  us  otherwise!  Duhan, 
opening  the  young  soul,  by  such  modest  gift  as  Duhan 
had,  to  recognise  black  from  white  a  little,  in  this  em- 
broiled high  Universe,  is  probably  an  exception  in  some 
small  measure.  But,  Duhan  excepted,  it  may  be  said 
to  have  been  in  spite  of  most  of  his  teachers,  and  their 
diligent  endeavours,  that  Friedrich  did  acquire  some 
human  piety;  kept  the  sense  of  truth  alive  in  his  mind; 
hnew^  in  whatever  words  he  phrased  it,  the^  djvjjne 
eternal  nature  of  Duty;  and  managed,  in  the  muddiest 
element  and  most  eclipsed  Age  ever  known  ,f  to  steer 
by  the  heavenly  loadstars,  and  (so  we  must  candidly 
term  it)  to  follow  God's  Law,  in  some  measure,  with  or 
without  Noltenius  for  company. 

Noltenius's  Catechism  ^  or  ghostly  Drill-manual  for 
Fritz,  at  least  the  Catechism  he  had  plied  Wilhelmina 
with,  which  no  doubt  was  the  same,  is  still  extant* 
A  very  abstruse  Piece;  orthodox  Lutheran-Calvinist,  all 

*  Preass,  i.  16 ;  ^  specimens  of  it  in  BSdenbcck. 
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ptoved  from  Scripture;  giving  what  account  it  can  of 
this  unfathomable  Universe,  4to  the  young  mind.  To 
modern  Prussians  it  by  no  means  shines  as  the  indu- 
bitablest  Theory  of  the  Universe.     Indignant  modem 

I  Prussians  produce  ekcerpts  from  it,  of  an  abstruse  na- 
ture; and  endeavour  to  deduce  therefrom  some  of 
Friedrich's  aberrations  in  matters   of  ireligion,    which 

I  became  notorious  enough  by  and  by.  Alas,  I  fear,  it 
would  not  have  been  easy,  even  for  the  modem  Prus- 
sian, to  produce  a  perfect  Catechism  for  the  use  of 
Friedrich;  this  Universe  still  continues  a  little  abstruse! 
And  there  is  another  deeper  thing  to  be  remarked: 
the  notion  of  "teaching"  religion,  in  the  way  of  drill- 
exercise;  which  is  a  very  strange  notion,  though  .a 
common  one,  and  not  peculiar  to  Noltenius  and  Fried- 
rich  Wilhelm.  Piety  to  God,  the  nobleness  that  inspires 
a  human  soul  to  struffffle  Heavenward,  cannot  be 
"taught"  by  the  most  exquisite  catechisms,  or  thejpoLOst 
industrious  preachings  and  drillings.  No;  alas,  no.  Only 
by  far  other  methods,  —  chiefly  by  silent  continual 
Example,  silently  waiting  for  the  favourable  mood  and 
moment,  and  aided  then  by  a  kind  of  miracle,  well 
enough  named  "the  grace  of  God,"  —  can  that  sacred 
contagion  pass  from  soul  into  souL  How  much  beyond 
whole  Libraries  of  orthodox  Theology  is,  sometimes, 
the  mute  action,  the  unconscious  look  of  a  father,  of  a 
mother,  who  had  in  them  "Devoutness,  pious  Noble- 
ness!" In  whom  the  young  soul,  not  imobservant, 
though  not  consciously  observing,  came  at  length  to  re- 

/  cognise  it;   to  read  it,  in  this  irrefragable  manner:  a 
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seed  planted  thenceforth  in  the  centre  of  his  holiest 
affections  forevermore!     « 

Noltenius  wore  black  serge;  kept  the  corners  of  his 
mouth  well  down;  and  had  written  a  Catechism  of  re- 
pute: but  I  know  not  that  Noltenius  carried  much  seed 
of  living  piety  about  with  him;  much  affection  from,  or 
for,  young  Fritz  he  coiiI3  not  well  carry.  On  the  whole, 
it  is  a  bad  outlook  on  the  religious  side;  and  except  in 
Apprenticeship  to  the  rugged  and  as  yet  repulsive 
Honesties  of  Friedrich  Wilhelm,  I  see  no  good  element 
in  it  Bayle-Calvin,  with  Noltenius  and  Catechisms  of 
repute:  there  is  no  "religion"  to  be  had,  foj_.?i  ]Sffl[e_ 
Fritz,  out  of  all  ttiat  Endless  Doubt  will  be  provided 
for  him  out  of  all  that,  probably  disbelief  of  all  that;  — 
and  on  the  whole,  if  any  form  at  all,  a  very  scraggy 
form  of  moral  existence;  from  which  the  Highest  shall 
be  hopelessly  absent;  and  in  which  anything  High, 
anything  not  Low  and  Lying,  will  have  double  merit 

It  is  indeed  amazing  what  quantities  and  kinds  of 
extinct  ideas  apply  for  belief,  sometimes  in  a  mena- 
cing manner,  to  the  poor  mind  of  man,  and  poor  mind 
of  child,  in  these  days.  They  come  bullying-in  upon 
him,  in  masses,  as  if  iiiey  were  quite  living  ideas;  ideas 
of  a  dreadfully  indispensable  nature,  the  evident  counter- 
part, and  salutary  interpretation,  of  Facts  round  him, 
which,  it  is  promised  the  poor  young  creature,  he  shall 
recognise  to  correspond  with  them,  one  day.  At  which 
"correspondence,"  when  the  Facts  are  once  well  re- 
cognised, he  has  at  last  to  ask  himself,  with  amaze- 
ment,  ''Did  I  ever  recognise  it,  tkieii?"  "Whereby  come 
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results  incalculable;  not  good  results  any  of  them;  — 
some  of  them  unspeakably  bad!    The  case  of  Crown- 
Prince  Friedrich  in  Berlin  is  not  singular;  all  cities  and 
places  can  still  show  the  like.     And  when  it  will  end, 
is  not  yet  clear.     But  that  it  ever  should  have  begun, 
will  one  day  be  the  astonishment.     As  if  the  divinest 
^inction  of  a  human  being  were  not  even  that  of  ber 
lieving;  of  discriminating,  with  his  God-given  intellect, 
whatjis  firomjwhat  is  not;   and  as  if  the  point  were,  to   /  J"^^ 
render  ihat  eitKerltn'mipossible  lection,  or  else  what 
we  must  sorrowftilly  call  a  revolutionary,  rebellious  and 
mutinous  one.   0  Noltenius,  0  Panzendorf,  do  for  pity's 
sake  take  away  your  Catechetical  ware;  and  say  either 
nothing  to  the  pftgr  jroungBoy,  or  some  sruafl  thing  Jie 
will  find  to  be  beyond  doubt  when  he  can  judge  of  it!  I  ' 
Fever,  pestilence,  are  bad  for  the  body;  but  Doubt,  im- 1  ; 
pious  mutiny,    doubly  impious   hypocrisy,    are   these  • 
nothing  for  the  mindr   Who  would  go  about  inculcating  I 
Doubt,  unless  he  were  far  astray  indeed,  and  much  at' 
a  loss  for  employment! 

But  the  sorest  fact  in  Friedrich's  schooling,  the 
sorest,  for  the  present,  though  it  ultimatAy  proved  per- 
haps the  most  beneficent  one,  being  well  dealt  with  by 
the  young  soul,  and  nobly  subdued  to  his  higher  uses, 
remains  still  to  be  set  forth.  Which  will  be  a  long 
business,  first  and  last! 


Cariyle,  Frederic  the  Great,  IL  ^^ 
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CHAPTER  Xn. 

CROWN-PRINCE  FALLS  INTO   DISFAVOUR  WITH  PAPA. 

Those  vivacities  of  young  Fritz,  his  taste  for  music, 
finery,  those  furtive  excursions  into  the  domain  of  Latin 
and  forbidden  things,  were  distasteM  and  incompre- 
hensible to  Friedrich  Wilhelm:  Where  can  such  things 
end?  They  begin  in  disobedience  and  intolerable  per- 
versity; they  will  be  the  ruin  of  Prussia  and  of  Fritz!  — 
Here,  in  fact,  has  a  great  sorrow  risen.  We  perceive 
the  first  small  cracks  of  incurable  divisions  in  the  royal 
household;  the  breaking-out  of  fountains  of  bitterness, 
which  by  and  by  spread 'wide  enough.  A  yoxmg  sprightly 
capricious  and  vivacious  Boy,  inclined  to  self-will,  had 
it  been  permitted;  developing  himself  into  foreign  tastes, 
into  French  airs  and  ways;  very  ill  seen  by  the  heavy- 
footed  practical  Germanic  Majesty. 

The  beginnings  of  this  sad  discrepancy  are  traceable 
from  Friedrich's  sixth  or  seventh  year:  "Not  so  dirty. 
Boy!"  And  liiere  could  be  no  lack  of  growth  in  the 
mutual  ill-humour,  while  the  Boy  himself  continued 
growing;  enlarging  in  bulk  and  in  activity  of  his  own. 
Plenty  of  new  children  come,  to  divide  our  regard 
withal,  and  more  are  coming:  five  new  Princesses,  wise 
little  Ulrique  the  youngest  of  them  (named  of  Sweden 
and  the  happy  Swedish  Treaty),  whom  we  love  much 
for  her  grave  staid  ways.     Nay,  next  after  Ulrique, 
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comes  even  a  new  Prince;  August  Wj^helm,  ten  years 
younger  than  Friednch;  and  is  growing-up  much  more 
according  to  the  paternal  heart  Pretty  children,  all 
of  them,  more  or  less;  and  towardly,  and  comfortable 
to  a  Father;  —  and  the  worst  of  them  a  paragon  of 
beauty,  in  comparison  to  perverse,  clandestine,  dis- 
obedient Fritz,  with  his  French  fopperies,  flutings,  and 
cockatoo  fashions  of  hair!  — 

And  so  the  silent  divulsion,  silent  on  Fritz's  part, 
exploding  loud  enough  now  and  then  on  his  Father's 
part,  goes  steadily  on,  splitting  ever  wider;  new  offen- 
ces ever  superadding  themselves.  Till,  at  last,  the 
rugged  Father  has  grown  to  hate  the  son;  and  longs, 
with  sorrowful  indignation,  that  it  were  possible  to 
make  August  Wilhelm  Crown-Prince  in  his  stead.  This 
Fritz  ought  to  fashion  himself  according  to  his  Father's 
pattern,  a  well-meant  honest  pattern;  and  he  does  not! 
Alas,  your  Majesty,  it  cannot  be.  It  is  the  new  gene- 
ration come;  which  cannot  live  quite  as  the  old  one 
did.  A  perennial  controversy,  in  human  life;  coeval 
with  the  genealogies  of  men.  This  little  Boy  should 
have  been  the  excellent  paternal  Majesty's  exact 
counterpart;  resembling  him,  at  all  points,  '^as  a  little 
sixpence  does  a  big  half-crown:"  but  we  perceive  he 
cannot.  This  is  a  new  coin,  with  a  stamp  of  its  own. 
A  surprising  Friednch  (Tor  thiff;  and  may  prove  a  good 
piece  yet;  but  will  never  be  the  half-crown  your  Ma- 
jesty requires!  — 

Conceive  a  rugged  thick-sided  Squire  Western,  of 
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supreme  degree,  —  for  this  Squire  Western  is  a  hot 
Hohenzollem,  and  wears  a  crown  royal;  —  conceive 
such  a  burly  ne-plus-ultra  of  a  Squire,  with  his  broad- 
based  rectitudes  and  surly  irrefragabilities;  the  honest 
German  instincts  of  the  man,  convictions  certain  as  the 
Fates,  but  capable  of  no  utterance,  or  next  to  none,  in 
words;  and  that  he  produces  a  Son  who  takes  into 
Voltairism,  piping,  fiddling,  and  belles-lettres,  with  ap- 
parently a  total  contempt  for  Grumkow  and  the  giant- 
regiment!  Sulphurous  rage,  in  gusts  or  in  lasting 
tempests,  rising  from  a  fond  of  just  implacability,  is 
inevitable.     Such  as  we  shall  see. 

The  Mother,  as  mothers  will,  secretly  favours  Fritz; 
anxious  to  screen  him  in  the  day  of  high-wiAd.  Withal 
she  has  plans  of  her  own  in  regard  to  Fritz,  and  the 
others;  being  a  lady  of  many  plans.  That  of  the 
"Double -Marriage,"  for  example;  of  marrying  her 
Prince  and  Princess  to  a  Princess  and  Prince  of  the 
English-Hanoverian  House;  it  was  a  pleasant  eligible 
plan,  consented  to  by  Papa  and  the  other  parties;  but 
when  it  came  to  be  perfected  by  treaty,  amid  the  rubs 
of  external  and  internal  politics,  what  new  amazing 
discrepancies  rose  upon  her  poor  children  and  her! 
Fearfully  aggravating  the  quarrel  of  Father  and  Son, 
almost  to  the  fatal  point  Of  that  "Double-Marriage,^' 
whirled-up  in  a  universe  of  intriguing  diplomacies,  in 
the  "skirts  of  the  Kaiser's  huge  Spectre-Hunt,"  as 
we  have  called  it,  there  will  be  sad  things  to  say  by 
and  by. 
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Plans  her  Majesty  has;  and  silently  a  will  of  her 
own.  She  loves  all  her  children,  especially  Fritz,  and 
would  so  love  that  they  loved  her.  —  For  the  rest,  all 
along,  Fritz  and  Wilhelmina  are  sure  allies.  We  per- 
ceive they  have  fallen  into  a  kind  of  cipher-speech;* 
they  communicate  with  one  another  by  telegraphic 
signs.  One  of  their  words,  ^^Eagotin  (Stumpy),"  whom 
does  the  reader  think  it  designates?  Papa  himself,  the 
Royal  Majesty  of  Prussia,  Friedrich  Wilhelm  I.,  he  to 
his  rebellious  children  is  tyrant  "Stumpy,''  and  no 
better;  being  indeed  short  of  stature  and  growing  ever 
thicker,  and  surlier  in  these  provocations!  — 

Such  incurable  discrepancies  have  risen  in  the  Ber- 
lin Palace-,  fountains  of  bitterness  flowing  ever  wider, 
till  they  made  life  all  bitter  for  Son  and  for  Father; 
necessitating  the  proud  Son  to  hypocrisies  towards  his 
terrible  Father,  which  were  very  foreign  to  the  proud 
youth,  had  there  been  any  other  resource.  But  there 
was  none,  now  or  afterwards.  Even  when  the  young 
man,  driven  to  reflection  and  insight  by  intolerable 
miseries,  had  begun  to  recognise  the  worth  of  his  surly 
Khadamanthine  Father,  and  the  intrinsic  wisdom  of 
much  that  he  had  meant  with  him,  the  Father  hardly 
ever  could,  or  could  only  by  fits,  completely  recognise 
the  Son's  worth.  Rugged  suspicious  Papa  requires  al- 
ways to  be  humoured,  cajoled,  even  when  our  feeling 
towards  him  is  genuine  and  loyal.  Friedrich,  to  the 
last,   we  can  perceive,  has  to  assume  masquerade  in 

*  Memoires  de  Bareith ,  i.  168. 
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addressing  him,  in  writing  to  him,  —  and,  in  spite  of 
real  love,  must  have  felt  it  a  relief  when  such  a  thing 
was  over. 

That  is,  all  along,  a  sad  element  of  Friedrich^s 
education!  Out  of  which  there  might  have  come  incal- 
culable damage  to  the  young  man,  had  his  natural  as- 
similative powers,  to  extract  benefit  &om  all  things, 
been  less  considerable.  As  it  was,  he  gained  self-help 
from  it;  gained  reticence,  the  power  to  keep  his  own 
counsel;  and  did  not  let  the  hypocrisy  take  hold  of 
him,  or  be  other  than  a  hateful  compulsory  masquerade. 
At  an  uncommonly  early  age,  he  stands  before  us  ac- 
complished in  endurance,  for  one  thing;  a  very  bright 
young  Stoic  of  his  sort;  silently  prepared  for  the  in- 
justices of  men  and  things.  And  as  for  the  masquerade, 
let  us  hope  it  was  essentially  foreign  even  to  the  skin 
of  the  man!  The  reader  will  judge  as  he  goes  on.  "/<? 
"n'ae  jamais  trompe  personne  durant  ma  vie^  I  have 
"never  deceived  anybody  during  my  life;  still  less  will 
I  deceive  posterity,"*  writes  Friedrich  when  his  head 
was  now  grown  very  gray. 

•  Memoires  depuis  la  Paia  de  Hubertsbourg ,  1763-1774  (Avant-Propoa), 
(Evvres,  vll.  8. 
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CHAPTER  Xm 

RESULTS    OF  THE  CROWK-PRINCE'S  SCHOOLING. 

Neither  as  to  intellectual  culture,  in  Duhan's 
special  sphere,  and  with  all  Duhan's  goodwill,  was  the 
opportunity  extremely  golden.  It  cannot  be  said  that 
Friedrich,  who  spells  in  the  way  we  saw,  ^^asteure"  for 
'^d  cette  heure^^'  has  made  shining  acquisitions  on  the 
literary  side.  However,  in  the  longrun  it  becomes 
clear,  his  intellect,  roving  on  devious  courses,  or  plod- 
ding along  the  prescribed  tram-roads,  had  been  wide- 
awake; and  busy  all  the  while,  bringing-in  abundant 
pabulum  of  an  irregular  nature. 

He  did  learn  "Arithmetic,"  "Geography,"  and  the 
other  useful  knowledges  that  were  indispensable  to  him. 
He  knows  History  extensively;  Ihough  rather  the  Ro- 
man, French,  and  general  European  as  the  French  have 
taught  it  him,  than  that  of  "Hessen,  Brunswick,  Eng- 
land," or  even  the  "Electoral  and  Royal  House  of 
Brandenburg,"  which  Papa  had  recommended.  He 
read  History,  where  he  could  find  it  readable,  to  the 
end  of  his  Ufe;  and  had  early  begun  reading  it,  —  im- 
mensely eager  to  learn,  in  Ids  little  head,  what  strange 
things  had  been,  and  were,  in  this  strange  Planet  he 
was  come  into. 

We  notice  with  pleasure  a  lively  taste  for  facts  bx 
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the  little  Boy,  which  continued  to  be  the  tadste  of  the 
Man,  in  an  eminent  degree.  Fictions  he  also  knows; 
an  eager  extensive  reader  of  what  is  called  Poetry, 
Literature,  and  himself  a  performer  in  that  province  by 
and  by:  but  it  is  observable  how  much  of  Eealism 
there  always  is  in  his  Literature*,  how  close,  here  as 
elsewhere,  he  always  hangs  on  the  practical  truth  of 
things;  how  Fiction  itself  is  either  an  expository  il- 
lustrative garment  of  Fact,  or  else  is  of  no  value  to 
him.  Eomantic  readers  of  his  Literature  are  much 
disappointed  in  consequence,  and  pronounce  it  bad 
Literature;  -—  and  sure  enough,  in  several  senses,  it  is 
not  to  be  called  good  I  Bad  Literature,  they  say;  shal- 
low, barren,  most  unsatisfactory  to  a  reader  of  romantic 
appetites.  Which  is  a  correct  verdict,  as  to  the  ro- 
mantic appetites  and  it  But  to  the  man  himself,  this 
quality  of  mind  is  of  immense  moment  and  advantage; 
and  forms  truly  the  basis  of  all  he  was  good-for  in 
life.  Once  for  all,  he  has  no  pleasure  in  dreams,  in 
particoloured  clouds  and  nothingnesses.  All  his  curio- 
sities gravitate  towards  what  exists,  what  has  being  and 
reality  round  him.  That  is  the  significant  thing  to 
him;  that  he  would  right  gladly  know,  being  already 
related  to  that,  as  friend  or  as  enemy;  and  feeling  an 
imconscious  indissoluble  kinship,  who  shall  say  of  what 
importance,  towards  all  that  For  he  too  is  a  little 
Fact,  big  as  can  be  to  himself;  and  in  the  whole  Uni- 
verse there  exists  nothing  as  fact  but  is  a  fellow-crea- 
ture of  his. 

That  our  little  Fritz  tends  that  way,  ought  to  give 
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Noltenius,  Finkenstein,  and  other  interested  parties,  the 
very  highest  satisfaction.  It  is  an  excellent  symptom 
of  his  intellect,  this  of  gravitating  irresistibly  towards 
realities.  Better  symptom  of  its  quality  (whatever 
quantity  there  be  of  it),  human  intellect-  cannot  show 
for  itself.  However  it  may  go  with  Literature,  and 
satisfaction  to  readers  of  romantic  appetites,  this  yoimg 
soul  promises  to  become  a  successful  Worker  one  day, 
and  to  do  something  under  the  Sun.  For  work  is  of 
an  extremely  unfictitious  nature;  and  no  man  can  roof 
his  house  with  clouds  and  moonshine,  so  as  to  turn  the 
rain  from  him. 

It  is  also  to  be  noted  that  this  style  of  French, 
though  he  spelt  it  so  ill,  and  never  had  the  least 
mastery  of  punctuation,  has  real  merit.  Rapidity,  easy 
vivacity,  perfect  clearness,  here  and  there  a  certain 
quaint  expressiveness:  on  the  whole,  he  had  learned 
the  Art  of  Speech,  from  those  old  French  Gt>vemesses, 
in  those  old  and  new  French  Books  of  his.  We  can 
also  say  of  his  Literature,  of  what  he  hastily  wrote  in 
mature  life,  that  it  has  much  more  worth,  even  as 
Literature,  than  the  common  romantic  appetite  assigns 
to  it.  A  vein  of  distinct  sense,  and  good  interior  arti- 
culation, is  never  wanting  in  that  thin-flowing  utter- 
ance. The  true  is  well  riddled-out  from  amid  the 
false;  the  important  and  essential  are  alone  given  us, 
the  unimportant  and  superfluous  honestly  thrown  away. 
A  lean  wiry  veracity  (an  immense  advantage  in  any 
Literature,  good  or  bad!)  is  everywhere  beneficent^ 
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observable;  the  quality  of  the  intellect  always  extremely 
good,  whatever  its  quantity  may  be. 

It  is  true,  his  spelling,  —  ^^asteure^^  for  ^^^cette  heure,'^'^ 
—  is  very  bad.  And  as  for  punctuation,  he  never  could 
understand  the  mystery  of  it:  he  merely  scatters  a  few 
commas  and  dashes,  as  if  they  were  shaken- out  of  a 
pepper-box,  upon  his  page,  and  so  leaves  it  These 
are  deficiencies  lying  very  bare  to  criticism;  and  I  con- 
fess I  never  could  completely  understand  them  in  such 
a  man.  He  that  would  have  ordered  arrest  for  the 
smallest  speck  of  mud  on  a  man^s  buff-belt,  indignant 
that  any  pipe-clayed  portion  of  a  man  should  not  be 
perfectly  pipe-clayed:  how  could  he  tolerate  false 
spelling,  and  commas  shaken  as  out  of  a  pepper-box 
over  his  page?  It  is  probable  he  cared  little  about 
Literature,  after  all;  cared,  at  least,  only  about  the  es- 
sentials of  it;  had  practically  no  ambition  for  himself, 
or  none  considerable,  in  that  kind;  —  and  so  might 
reckon  exact  obedience  and  punctuality,  in  a  soldier, 
more  important  than  good  spelling  to  an  amateur 
literary  man.  He  never  minded  snuff  upon  his  own 
chin,  not  even  upon  his  waistcoat  and  breeches:  A 
merely  superficial  thing,  not  worth  bothering  about,  in 
the  press  of  real  business!  — 

That  Friedrich's  Course  of  Education  did  on  the 
whole  prosper,  in  spite  of  every  drawback,  is  known 
to  all  men.  He  came  out  of  it  a  man  of  clear  and 
ever-improving  intelligence;  equipped  with  knowledge, 
true  in  essentials,  if  not  punctiliously  exact,  upon  all 
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manner  of  practical  and  spectilative  things,  to  a  degree 
not  only  unexampled  among  modem  Sovereign  Princes 
so-called,  but  such  as  to  distinguish  him  even  among 
the  stadious  class.  Nay  many  "Men-of-Letters"  have 
made  a  reputation  for  themselves,  with  but  a  fraction 
of  the  real  knowledge  concerning  men  and  things,  past 
and  present,  which  Friedrich  was  possessed  of.  Al- 
ready at  the  time  when  action  came  to  be  demanded 
of  him,  he  was  what  we  must  call  a  well-informed 
and  cultivated  man;  which  character  he  never  ceased 
to  merit  more  and  more;  and  as  for  the  action,  and  the 
actions,  —  we  shall  see  whether  he  was  fit  for  these 
or  not 

One  point  of  supreme  importance  in  his  Education 
was  all  along  made  sure  of,  by  the  mere  presence  and 
presidence  of  Friedrich  Wilhelm  in  lite  business:  That 
there  was  an  inflexible  law  of  discipline  everywhere 
active  in  it;  that  there  was  a  Spartan  rigour,  frugality, 
veracity  inculcated  upon  him.  "Economy  he  is  to 
study  to  the  bottom;'^  and  not  only  so,  but,  in  another 
sense  of  the  word,  he  is  to  practise  economy;  and  does, 
or  else  suffers  for  not  doing  it.  Economic  of  his  time,, 
first  of  all:  generally  every  other  noble  economy  will 
follow  out  of  that,  if  a  man  once  understand  and 
practise  that.  Here  was  a  truly  valuable  foundation 
laid:  and  as  for  the  rest.  Nature,  in  spite  of  shot-rub- 
bish, had  to  do  what  she  could  in  the  rest 

But  Nature  had  been  very  kind  to  this  new  child 
of  hers.  And  among  the  confused  hurtfdl  elements  of 
lufl  Schooling,  there  was  always,  as  we  say,  this  emi- 
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nently  salutary  and  most  potent  one,  of  its  being,  in 
the  gross,  can  Apprenticeship  to  Friedrich  Wilkelm^  the 
Khadamanthine  Spartan  King,  who  hates  from  his  heart 
all  empty  Nonsense,  and  Unveracity  most  of  all.  Which 
one  element,  well  aided  by  docility,  by  openness  and 
loyalty  of  mind,  on  the  Pupil's  part,  proved  at  length 
si^cient  to  conquer  the  others;  as  it  were,  to  bum-up 
all  the  others,  and  reduce  their  sour  dark  smoke, 
abounding  everywhere,  into  flame  and  illumination 
mostly.  This  radiant  swift-paced  Son  owed  much  to 
the  surly,  irascible,  sure-footed  Father  that  bred  him. 
Friedrich  did  at  length  see  into  Friedrich  Wilhelm, 
across  the  abstruse,  thunderous,  sulphurous  embodi- 
ments and  accompaniments  of  the  man;  —  and  proved 
himself,  in  all  manner  of  important  respects,  the  filial 
sequel  of  Friedrich  Wilhelm.  These  remarks  of  a  cer- 
tain Editor  are  perhaps  worth  adding 

"Friedrich  Wilhehn,  King  of  Prussia,  did  not  set-up  for  a 
"Pestalozzi;  and  the  plan  of  education  for  his  Son  is  open  to 
"manifold  objections.  Nevertheless,  as  Schoolmasters  go, 
"I  much  prefer  him  to  most  others  we  have  at  present.  The 
"  wild  man  had  discerned ,  with  his  ragged  natural  intelligence 
"  (notwasted^away  in  the  idle  element  of  speaking  and  of  being 
"spoken  to ,  but  kept  wholesomely  silent  for  most  part) ,  That 
"  human  education  is  not ,  and  cannot  be ,  a  thing  of  vocables, 
"  That  it  is  a  thing  of  earnest  facts ;  of  capabilities  developed, 
"of  habits  established,  of  dispositions  well  dealt  with,  of 
"tendencies  confirmed  and  tendencies  repressed:  —  a  la- 
"borious  separating  of  the  character  into  two  firmaments; 
"shutting-down  the  subterranean,  weU  down  and  deep;  an 
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"earth  and  waters ,  and  what  lies  under  them ;  then  your  eve 
"lasting  azure  skj,  and  immeasurable  depths  of  sBth< 
"hanging  serene  overhead.  To  make  of  the  human  soul 
"Cosmos,  so  far  as  possible,  that  was  Friedrich  Wilheln 
"dumb  notion:  not  to  leave  the  human  soul  a  mere  Chaos; 
"  how  much  less  a  Singing  or  eloquently  Spouting  Chaos,  whi 
"  is  ten  times  worse  than  a  Chaos  left  mute ,  confessedly  chao 
''and  not  cosmic!  To  develop  the  man  into  doing  somethin 
"and  withal  into  doing  it  as  the  Universe  and  the  Eterxi 
"Laws  require ,  —  which  is  but  another  name  for  really  doi 
"  and  not  merely  seeming  to  do  it :  —  that  was  Friedrich  W 
"helm*s  dumb  notion:  and  it  was,  I  can  assure  you,  very  i 
"from  being  a  foolish  one,  though  there  was  no  Latin  in  it,  ai 
"  much  of  Prussian  pipeclay ! " 

But  the  Congress  of  Cambrai  is  met,  and  ma< 
else  is  met  and  parted;  and  the  Kaiser^s  Spectre-Hui 
especially  his  Duel  with  the  She-Dragon  of  Spain, 
in  full  course;  and  it  is  time  we  were  saying  som 
thing  of  the  Double -Marriage  in  a  directly  nan 
tive  way. 
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CHAPTER  I.    . 

DOUBLE-MARRIAGE  IS  DECIDED  ON. 

We  saw  George  I.  at  Berlin  in  October  1723,  look- 
ing-out  upon  his  little  Grandson  drilling  the  Cadets 
there;  but  we  did  not  mention  what  important  errand 
had  brought  his  Majesty  thither. 

Visits  between  Hanover  and  Berlin  had  been  fre- 
quent for  a  long  time  back;  the  young  Queen  of  Prus- 
sia, sometimes  with  her  Husband,  sometimes  without, 
running  often  over  to  see  her  Father;  who,  even  after 
his  accession  to  the  English  crown,  was  generally  for 
some  months  every  year  to  be  met- with  in  those 
favourite  regions  of  his.  He  himself  did  not  much 
visit,  being  of  taciturn  splenetic  nature:  but  this  once  he 
had  agreed  to  return  a  visit  they  had  lately  made  him, 
—  where  a  certain  weighty  Business  had  been  agreed 
upon,  withal;  which  his  Britannic  M«gesty  was  to  con- 
summate formally,  by  treaty,  when  the  meeting  in 
Berlin  took  effect.  His  Britannic  Majesty,  accordingly, 
is  come;  the  business  in  hand  is  no  other  than  that 
thrice-famous  "Double-Marriage"  of  Prussia  with  Eng- 
land; which  once  had  such  a  sound  in  the  ear  of  Ru- 
mour, and  still  bulks  so  big  in  the  archives  of  the 
Eighteenth  Century;  which  worked  such  woe  to  all 
parties  concerned  in  it;  and  is,  in  fact,  a  first-rate  nui* 

Carlyle,  Frederic  the  Great*  //.  "-^ 
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sance  in  the  History  of  that  poor  Century,  as  written 
hitherto.  Nuisance  demanding  urgently  to  be  abated; 
-:-  were  that  well  possible  at  present.  Which,  alas,  it 
is  not,  to  any  great  degree;  there  being  an  important 
young  Friedrich  inextricably  wrapt-up  in  it,  to  whom 
it  was  of  such  vital  or  almost  fatal  importance!  With- 
out a  Friedrich,  the  affair  could  be  reduced  to  some- 
thing like  its  real  size,  and  recorded  in  a  few  pages; 
or  might  even,  with  advantage,  be  forgotten  alto- 
gether, and  become  zero.  More  gigantic  instance  of 
much  ado  about  nothing  has  seldom  occurred  in  human 
annals;  —  had  not  there  been  a  Friedrich  in  the  heart 
of  it. 

Crown-Prince  Friedrich  is  still  very  young  for  mar- 
riage-speculations on  his  score:  but  Mamma  has  thought 
good  to  take  matters  in  time.  And  so  we  shall,  in  the 
next  ensuing  parts  of  this  poor  History,  have  to  hear 
almost  as  much  about  Marriage  as  in  the  foolishest 
Three-volume  Novel,  and  almost  to  still  less  purpose. 
For  indeed,  in  that  particular,  Friedrich's  young  Life 
may  be  called  a  Romance  flung  keels-over^head ;  —  Mar- 
riage being  the  one  event  there,  round  which  all  events 
turn,  —  but  turn  in  the  inverse  or  reverse  way  (as  if 
the  Devil  were  in  them);  not  only  towards  no  happy 
goal,  for  him  or  Mamma,  or  us,  but  at  last  towards 
hardly  any  goal  at  all  for  anybody!  So  mad  did  the 
affair  grow;  —  and  is  so  madly  recorded  in  those  in- 
extricable, dateless,  chaotic  Books.  We  have  now  come 
to  regions  of  Narrative,  which  seem  to  consist  of  murky 
Nothingness  put  on-boil;  not  land,  or  water,  or  air,  or 
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fire,  but  a  tumultuously  whirling  commixture  of  all  the 
four;  —  of  immense  extent,  too.  Which  must  be  got 
crossed,  in  some  human  manner.  Courage,  patience, 
good  reader! 

Queen  Sophie  Dovothee  has  taken  Time  by  the  Forelock, 

Already,  for  a  dozen  years,  this  matter  has  been 
treated  of  Queen  Sophie  Dorothee,  ever  since  the 
birth  of  her  Wilhelmina,  has  had  the  notion  of  it;  and, 
on  her  first  visit  afterwards  to  Hanover,  proposed  it  to 
"Princess  Caroline,"  —  Queen  Caroline  of  England 
who  was  to  be,  and  who  in  due  course  was;  —  an  ex- 
cellent accomplished  Brandenburg- Anspach  Lady,  fa- 
miliar from  of  old  in  the  Prussian  Court:  "You,  Caro- 
line, Cousin  dear,  have  a  little  Prince,  Fritz,  or  let  us 
call  him  J^ed^  since  he  is  to  be  English;  little  Fred, 
who  will  one  day,  if  all  go  right,  be  King  of  England. 
He  is  two  years  older  than  my  little  Wilhelmina:  why 
should  not  they  wed,  and  the  two  chief  Protestant 
Houses,  and  Nations,  thereby  be  united?"  Princess 
Caroline  was  very  willing;  so  was  Electress  Sophie, 
the  Great -Grandmother  of  both  the  parties;  so  were  the 
Georges,  Father  and  Grandfather  of  Fred:  little  Fred 
himself  was  highly  charmed,  when  told  of  it;  even 
little  Wilhelmina,  with  her  dolls,  looked  pleasantly 
demure  on  the  occasion.  So  it  remained  settled  in 
fact,  though  not  in  form;  and  little  Fred  (a  florid  milk- 
faced  foolish  kind  of  Boy,  I  guess)  made  presents  to 
his  little  Prussian  Cousin,  wrote  bits  of  love-letters  to 


276  DOtJBLB-MABRUGE  PROJECT  STARTED.        [bOOKV. 

178S-1726. 

her;  and  all  along  afterwards  fancied  himself,  and  at 
length  ardently  enough  became,  her  little  lover  and 
intended,  —  always  rather  a  little  fellow:  —  to  which 
sentiments  Wilhelmina  signifies  that  she  responded  with 
the  due  maidenly  indifference,  but  not  in  an  offensive 
manner. 

After  our  Prussian  Fritz's  birth,  the  matter  took  a 
still  closer  form:  "You,  dear  Princess  Caroline,  you 
have  now  two  little  Princesses  again,  either  of  whom 
might  suit  my  little  Fritzchen:  let  us  take  Amelia,  the 
second  of  them,  who  is  nearest  his  age?"  "Agreed!" 
answered  Princess  Caroline  again.  "Agreed!"  answered 
all  the  parties  interested:  and  so  it  was  settled,  that 
the  Marriage  of  Prussia  to  England  should  be  a  Double 
one,  Fred  of  Hanover  and  England  to  Wilhelmina, 
Fritz  of  Prussia  to  Amelia;  and  children  and  parents 
lived  thenceforth  in  the  constant  understanding  that 
such,  in  due  course  of  years,  was  to  be  the  case,  though 
nothing  yet  was  formally  concluded  by  treaty  upon  it* 

Queen  Sophie  Dorothee  of  Prussia  was  always 
eager  enough  for  treaty,  and  conclusion  to  her  scheme. 
True  to  it,  she,  as  needle  to  the  pole  in  all  weathers; 
sometimes  in  the  wildest  weather,  poor  lady.  Nor  did 
the  Hanover  Serene  Highnesses,  at  any  time,  draw 
back  or  falter:  but  having  very  soon  got  wafted  across 
to  England,  into  new  more  complex  conditions,  and 
wider  anxieties  in  that  new  country,  they  were  not  so 
impressively  eager  as  Queen  Sophie,  on  this  interesting 
point    Electress  Sophie,  judicious  Grreat-Grandmother, 

•  PSIlnltz:  Memoiren,  ii.  198. 
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was  not  now  there:  Electress  Sophie  had  died  about  a 
month  before  queen  Anne;  and  never  saw  the  English 
Canaan,  much  as  she  had  longed  for  it.  Greorge  I., 
her  son,  a  taciturn,  rather  splenetic  elderly  Gentleman, 
very  foreign  in  England,  and  oftenest  rather  sulky 
there  and  elsewhere,  was  not  in  a  humour  to  be  forward 
in  that  particular  business. 

George  I.  had  got  into  quarrel  with  his  Prince  of 
Wales,  Fred's  Father,  —  him  who  is  one  day  to  be 
George  IE.,  always  a  rather  foolish  little  Prince,  though 
his  Wife  Caroline  was  Wisdom's  self  in  a  manner:  — 
George  I.  had  other  much  more  urgent  cares  than  that 
of  marrying  his  disobedient  foolish  little  Prince  of 
Wales's  offspring;  and  he  always  pleaded  difficulties. 
Acts  of  Parliament  that  would  be  needed,  and  the  like, 
whenever  Sophie  Dorothee  came  to  visit  him  at  Hano- 
ver, and  urge  this  matter.  The  taciturn,  inarticulately 
thoughtful,  rather  sulky  old  Gentleman,  he  had  weighty 
burdens  lying  on  him;  felt  firetted  and  galled,  in  many 
ways;  and  had  found  life.  Electoral  and  even  Royal, 
a  deceptive  sumptuosity,  little  better  than  a  more  or 
less  extensive  "feast  of  shells**  next  to  no  real  meat  or 
drink  left  in  it  to  the  hungry  heart  of  man.  Wife 
sitting  half-frantic  in  the  Castle  of  Ahlden,  waxing 
more  and  more  into  a  gray-haired  Megaera  (with  whom 
Sophie  Dorothee  under  seven  seals  of  secrecy  cor- 
responds a  little,  and  even  the  Prince  of  Wales  is 
suspected  of  wishing  to  correspond);  a  foolish  disobe- 
dient Prince  of  Wales;  Jacobite  Pretender  people  with 
their  Mar  Rebellions,  with  their  Alberoni  combinations ; 
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an  English  Parliament  jangling  and  debating  nnmelodi- 
ously,  whose  Very  language  is  a  mystery  to  us,  nothing 
but  "Walpole  in  dog-latin  to  help  us  through  it:  truly 
it  is  not  a  Heaven-on-Earth  altogether,  much  as  Mother 
Sophie  and  her  foolish  favourite,  our  disobedient  Prince 
of  Wales,  might  long  for  it!  And  the  Hanover  Tail, 
the  Eobethons,  Bemstorfs,  Fabrices,  even  the  Blackamoor 
Porters,  —  they  are  not  beauti^l  either,  to  a  taciturn 
Majesty  of  some  sense,  if  he  cared  about  their  doings 
or  them.  Voracious,  plunderous,  all  of  them;  like 
hounds,  long  hungry,  got  into  a  rich  house  which  has 
no  master,  or  a  mere  imaginary  one.  ^^Mentins  irnpu^ 
dentissime"  said  Walpole  in  his  dog-latin  once,  in  our 
Boyal  presence,  to  one  of  these  official  plunderous 
gentlemen,  "You  tell  an  impudent  lie!" —  at  which  we 
only  laughed.* 

His  Britannic  Majesty  by  no  means  wanted  sense, 
had  not  his  situation  been  incurably  absurd.  In  his 
young  time  he  had  served  creditably  enough  against 
the  Turks;  twice  commanded  the  Beichs-Armj  in  the 
Marlborough  Wars,  and  did  at  least  testify  his  indigna- 
tion at  the  inefficient  state  of  it  His  Foreign  Politics, 
so-called^  were  not  madder  than  those  of  others.  Bremen 
and  Verden  he  had  bought  a  bargain;  and  it  was  na- 
tural to  protect  them  by  such  resources  as  he  had, 
English  or  other.  Then  there  was  the  World- Spectre 
of  the  Pretender,  stretching  huge  over  Creation,  like 
the  Brocken-Spectre  in  hazy  weather;  —  against  whom 

*  Horace  Walpole :  Reminiscences  of  George  /.  and  George  IL  (London, 
1788). 
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how  protect  yourself,  except  by  cannonading  for  the 
Kaiser  at  Messina;  by  rushing  into  every  brabble  that 
rose,  and  hiring  the  parties  with  money  to  fight  it  out 
well?  It  was  the  established  method  in  that  matter*, 
method  not  of  George's  inventing,  nor  did  it  cease  with 
Greorge.  As  to  Domestic  Politics,  except  it  were  to 
keep  quiet,  and  eat  what  the  gods  had  provided,  one 
does  not  find  that  he  had  any.  —  The  sage  Leibnitz 
would  very  fain  have  followed  him  to  England;  but, 
for  reasons  indiflPerently  good,  could  never  be  allowed. 
If  the  truth  must  be  told,  the  sage  Leibnitz  had  a  wis- 
dom which  now  looks  dreadfully  like  that  of  a  wiseacre  I 
In  Mathematics  even,  —  he  did  invent  the  Differential 
Calculus,  but  it  is  certain  also  he  never  could  believe 
in  Newton's  System  of  the  Universe,  nor  would  read 
the  Frincipia  at  all.  For  the  rest,  he  was  in  quarrel 
about  Newton  with  the  Royal  Society  here;  ill  seen, 
it  is  probable,  by  this  sage  and  the  other.  To  the 
Hanover  Official  Gentlemen  devouring  their  English 
dead-horse,  it  did  not  appear  that  his  presence  could 
be  useful  in  these  parts.* 

Nor  are  the  Hanover  womankind  his  Majesty  has 
about  him,  quasi-wives  or  not,  of  a  soul-entrancing  cha- 
racter; far  indeed  from  that  Two  in  chief  there  are, 
a  fat  and  a  lean:  the  lean,  called  "Maypole"  by  the 
English  populace,  is  "Duchess  of  Kendal,"  with  excel- 
lent pension,  in  the  English  Peerages;  Schulenburg  the 
former  German  name  of  her;  decidedly  a  quasi-wife 

*  Gahrauer,  Gottfried  Freiherr  von  Leibnitz ,  eine  Biographie  (Brealsiaf 
1843);  Kerof  Kersland,  Memoirs  of  Secret  Transaciiona  (London  ^  1727). 
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(influential,  against  her  will,  in  that  sad  Konigsmark 
Tragedy,  at  Hanover  long  since),  who  is  fallen  thin 
and  old.  "May-pole,"  —  or  bare  Hop-pole,  with  the 
leaves  all  stript;  lean,  long,  hard;  —  though  she  once 
had  her  summer  verdures  too ;  and  still,  as  an  old  quasi- 
wife,  or  were  it  only  as  an  old  article  of  furniture,  has 
her  worth  to  the  royal  mind.  Schulenburgs,  kindred 
of  hers,  are  high  in  the  military  line*,  some  of  whom 
we  may  meet. 

Then,  besides  this  lean  one,  there  is  a  fat;  of  whom 
Walpole  (Horace,  who  had  seen  her  in  boyhood)  gives 
description.  Big  staring  black  eyes,  with  rim  of  cir- 
cular eyebrow,  like  a  coachwheel  round  its  nave,  very 
black  the  eyebrows  also;  vast  red  face;  cheeks  running 
into  neck,  neck  blending  indistinguishably  with  stomach, 
—  a  mere  cataract  of  fluid  tallow,  skinned- over  and 
curiously  dizened,  according  to  Walpole's  portraiture. 
This  charming  creature,  Kielmannsegge  by  German 
name,  was  called  "Countess  of  Darlington"  in  this 
country,  —  with  excellent  pension,  as  was  natural. 
They  all  had  pensions:  even  Queen  Sophie  Dorothee, 
I  have  noticed  in  our  State-Paper  Office,  has  her  small 
pension,  "800Z.  a-year  on  the  Irish  Establishment:" 
Irish  Establishment  will  never  miss  such  a  pittance  for 
our  poor  Child,  and  it  may  be  usefiil  over  yonder!  — 
This  Kielmannsegge  Countess  of  Darlington  was,  and 
is,  believed  by  the  gossiping  English  to  have  been  a 
second  simultaneous  Mistress  of  his  Majesty's;  but 
seems,  after  all,  to  have  been  his  Half-Sister  and  nothing 
more.     Half- Sister   (due   to  Geniileman  Ernst   and  a 


OHAP.  I.]  DOUBLE-MABRIAGE  IS  DECIDED  OIT;  281 

1723-1726. 

Countess  Platen  of  bad  Hanover  fame);  grown  dread- 
fully fat;  but  not  without  shrewdness,  perhaps  affection; 
and  worth  something  in  this  duU  foreign  country,  mere 
cataract  of  animal  oils  as  she  has  become.  These  Two 
are  the  amount  of  his  Britannic  Majesty^s  resources  in 
that  matter;  resources  surely  not  extensive,  after  all!  — 
His  Britannic  Majesty^s  day,  in  St.  Jameses,  is  not 
of  an  interesting  sort  to  him;  and  every  evening,  he 
comes  precisely  at  a  certain  hour  to  drink  beer,  sea- 
soned with  a  little  tobacco,  and  the  company  of  these 
two  women.  Drinks  diligently  in  a  sipping  way,  says 
Horace;  and  smokes,  with  such  dull  speech  as  there 
may  be,  —  not  till  he  is  drunk,  but  only  perceptibly 
drunkish;  raised  into  a  kind  of  cloudy  narcotic  Olympus, 
and  opaquely  superior  to  the  ills  of  life;  in  which  state 
he  walks  uncomplainingly  to  bed.  Government,  when 
it  can  by  any  art  be  avoided,  he  rarely  meddles  with; 
shows  a  rugged  sagacity,  where  he  does  and  must 
meddle:  consigns  it  to  Walpole  in  dog-latin,  — •  laughs 
at  his  ^^mentiris"  This  is  the  First  George;  first 
triumph  of  the  Constitutional  Principle,  which  has  since 
gone  to  such  sublime  heights  among  us,  —  heights 
which  we  at  last  begin  to  suspect  might  be  depths, 
leading  down,  all  men  now  ask:  Whither  wards?  A 
much-admired  invention  in  its  time,  that  of  letting-go 
the  rudder,  or  setting  a  wooden  figure  expensively 
dressed  to  take  charge  of  it,  and  discerning  that  the 
ship  would  sail  of  itself  so  much  more  easily!  Which 
it  will,  if  a  peculiarly  good  sea-boat,  in  certain  kinds 
of  sea,   —  for  a  time.      Till  the  Sindbad  "Magnetic 
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Mountains"  begin  to  be  felt  pulling,  or  the  circles  of 
Chaiybdis  get  you  in  their  sweep;  and  then  what  an 
invention  it  was!  —  This,  we  say,  is  the  new  Sovereign 
Man,  whom  the  English  People,  being  in  some  per- 
plexity about  the  Pope  and  other  points,  have  called- 
in  from  Hanover,  to  walk  before  them  in  the  ways  of 
heroism,  and  by  command  and  by  example  guide  Hea- 
venwards their  affairs  and  them.  And  they  hope  that 
he  will  do  it?  Or  perhaps  that  their  affau's  will  go 
thither  of  their  own  accord?  Always  a  singular 
People!  — 

Poor  George,  careless  of  these  ulterior  issues,  has 
always  trouble  enough  with  the  mere  daily  details. 
Parliamentary  insolences,  Jacobite  plottings,  South-Sea 
Bubbles;  and  wishes  to  hunt,  when  he  gets  over  to 
Hanover,  rather  than  to  make  Marriage-Treaties.  Be- 
sides, as  Wilhelmina  tells  us,  they  have  filled  him  with 
lies,  these  Hanover  Women  and  their  emissaries:  "Your 
Princess  Wilhelmina  is  a  monster  of  ill-temper,  crooked 
in  the  bs^ck  and  what-not,"  say  they.  If  there  is  to  be 
a  Marriage,  double  or  single,  these  Improper  Females 
must  first  be  persuaded  to  consent.*  Difficulties  enough. 
And  there  is  none  to  help;  Friedrich  Wilhelm  cares 
little  about  the  matter,  though  he  has  given  his  Yes, 
—  Yes,  since  you  will. 

But  Sophie  Dorothee  is  diligent  and  urgent,  by  all 
opportunities;  —  and,  at  length,  in  1723,  the  conjunc- 
ture is  propitious.     Domestic  Jacobitism,  in  the  shape 

*  Mimoires  de  Bareith. 
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of  Bishop  Atterbury,  has  got  itself  well  banished;  Al- 
beroni  and  his  big  schemes,  years,  ago  they  are  blown 
into  outer  darkness;  Charles  XII.  is  well  dead,  and  of 
our  Bremen  and  Verden  no  question  henceforth;  even 
the  Kaiser^s  Spectre-Hunt,  or  Spanish  Duel,  is  at  rest 
for  the  present,  and  the  Congress  of  Cambrai  is  sitting, 
or  trying  all  it  can  to  sit:  at  home  or  abroad,  there  is 
nothing,  not  even  Wood's  Irish  Halfpence,  as  yet 
making  noise.  And  on  the  other  hand,  Czar  Peter  is 
rumoured  (not  without  foundation)  to  be  coming  west- 
ward, with  some  huge  Armament;  which,  whether  "in- 
tended for  Sweden ''  or  not,  renders  a  Prussian  alliance 
doubly  valuable. 

And  so  now  at  last,  in  this  favourable  aspect  of 
the  stars,  Eling  George,  over  at  Herrenhausen,  was  by 
much  management  of  his  Daughter  Sophie's,  and  after 
many  hitches,  brought  to  the  mark.  And  Friedrich 
Wilhelm  came  over  too;  ostensibly  to  bring  home  his 
Queen,  but  in  reality  to  hear  his  Father-in-law's  com- 
pliance to  the  Double-Marriage,  —  for  which  his  Prus- 
sian Majesty  is  willing  enough,  if  others  are  willing. 
Praised  be  Heaven,  Eling  George  has  agreed  to  every- 
thing; consents,  one  propitious  day  (Autumn  1723,  day 
not  otherwise  dated),  —  Czar  Peter's  Armament,  and 
the  questionable  aspects  in  France,  perhaps  quickening 
his  volitions  a  little.  Upon  which,  Friedrich  Wilhelm 
and  Queen  Sophie  have  returned  home,  content  in  that 
matter;  and  expect  shortly  his  Britannic  Majesty's 
counter-visit,  to  perfect  the  details,  and  make  a  Treaty 
of  it 
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His  Britannic  Majesty,  we  say,  has  in  substance 
agreed  to  everything.  And  now,  in  the  silence  of  Na- 
ture, the  brown  leaves  of  October  still  hanging  to  the 
trees  in  a  picturesque  manner,  and  Wood's  Halfpence 
not  yet  begun  to  jingle  in  the  Drapier's  Letters  of 
Dean  Swift,  —  his  Britannic  Majesty  is  expected  at 
Berlin.  At  Berlin;  properly  at  Charlottenburg,  a  plea- 
sant rural  or  suburban  Palace  (built  by  his  Britannic 
Majesty's  late  noble  Sister,  Sophie  Charlotte,  "the  Re- 
publican Queen,"  and  named  after  her,  as  was  once 
mentioned),  a  mile  or  two  South-west  of  that  City. 
There  they  await  King  George's  counter-visit. 

Poor  Wilhelmina  is  in  much  trepidation  about  it; 
and  imparts  her  poor  little  feelings,  her  anticipations 
and  experiences,  in  readable  terms: 

"  There  came ,  in  those  weeks ,  one  of  the  Duke  of  Glou- 
"  cester's  gentlemen  to  Berlin ,"  —  Duke  of  Gloucester  is  Fred 
our  intended,  not  yet  Prince  of  Wales,  and  if  the  reader  should 
ever  hear  of  a  Duke  of  Edinburgh,  that  too  is  Fred,  —  "Duke 
"  of  Gloucester's  gentlemen  to  Berlin,"  says  Wilhelmina :  *  *  the 
"  Queen  had  Soiree  (Appartement)'^  he  was  presented  to  her  as 
"well  as  to  me.  He  made  me  a  very  obliging  compliment  on 
"his  Master's  part;  I  blushed,  and  answered  only  by  a  curtsy. 
"The  Queen,  who  had  her  eye  on  me,  was  very  angry  I  had 
"  answered  the  Duke's  compliments  in  mere  silence ;  and  rated 
"me  sharply  (me  lava  la  titecTimportance)  for  it;  and  ordered 
"me,  under  pain  of  her  indignation,  to  repair  that  fault  to- 
" morrow.  I  retired,  all  in  tears,  to  my  room;  exasperated 
"against  the  Queen  and  against  the  Duke;  I  swore  I  would 
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"never  marry  him ,  would  throw  myself  at  the  feet"  —  And  so 
on,  as  young  ladies  of  viyacious  temper,  in  extreme  circum- 
stances, are  wont:  —  did  speak,  however,  next  day,  to  my 
Hanover  gentleman  about  his  Duke,  a  little,  though  in  an  em- 
barrassed manner.  Alas ,  I  am  yet  but  fourteen ,  gone  the  3d 
of  July  last:  tremulous  as  aspen-leaves;  or  say,  as  sheet- 
lightning  bottled  in  one  of  the  thinnest  human  skins ;  and  have 
no  experience  of  foolish  Dukes  and  aflfairs !  — 

"Meanwhile,"  continues  Wilhelmina ,  "  the  King  of  Eng- 
" land's  time  of  arrival  was  drawing  nigh.  We  repaired,  on 
"  the  6th  of  October ,  to  Charlottenburg  to  receive  him.  The 
^^ heart  of  me  kept  beating,  and  I  was  in  cruel  agitations. 
"King  George"  (my  Grandfather  and  Grand  Uncle)  " arrived 
"on  the  8th,  about  seven  in  the  evening;"  —  dusky  shades 
already  sinking  over  Nature  everywhere,  and  all  paths 
growing  dim.  Abundant  flunkeys,  of  course,  rush-out  with 
torches  or  what  is  needful.  **  The  King  of  Prussia,  the  Queen 
"  and  all  their  Suite  received  him  in  the  Court  of  the  Palace, 
"  the  '  Apartments '  being  on  the  ground-floor.  So  soon  as  he 
"had  saluted  the  King  and  Queen,  I  was  presented  to  himu 
"He  embraced  me;  and  turning  to  the  Queen  said  to  her, 
"  *  Your  daughter  is  very  big  of  her  age ! '  He  gave  the  Queen 
"his  hand,  and  led  her  into  her  apartment,  whither  everybody 
"  followed  them.  As  soon  as  I  came  in,  he  took  a  light  from 
"  the  table ,  and  surveyed  me  from  head  to  foot.  I  stood  mo- 
"tionless  as  a  statue,  and  was  much  put  out  of  countenance. 
"All  this  went  on  without  his  uttering  the  least  word.  Having 
"  thus  passed  me  in  review,  he  addressed  himself  to  my  Bro- 
"  ther ,  whom  he  caressed  much ,  and  amused  himself  with ,  for 
"  a  good  while."  Pretty  little  Grandson  this ,  your  Majesty ; 
—  any  ftiture  of  history  in  this  one,  think  you?  "I,"  says 
Wilhelmina,  "took  the  opportunity  of  slipping -out;"  — 
hopeful  to  get  away ;  but  could  not,  the  Queen  having  noticed. 
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''The  Queen  made  me  a  sign  to  follow  her;  and  passed 
''into  a  neighbouring  apartment,  where  she  had  the  English 
"  and  Germans  of  King  George's  Suite  successively  presented 
"  to  her.  After  some  talk  with  these  gentlemen,  she  withdrew ; 
'leaving  me  to  entertain  them,  and  saying:  '  Speak  English 
'"to  my  Daughter;  you  will  find  she  speaks  it  very  well.' 
"I  felt  much  less  embarrassed,  once  the  Queen  was  gone ;  and 
"picking-up  a  little  courage ,  I  entered  into  conversation  with 
"  these  English.  As  I  spoke  their  language  like  my  mother- 
" tongue,  I  got  pretty  well  out  of  the  affair,  and  everybody 
"seemed  charmed  with  me.  They  made  my  eulogy  to  the 
'^  Queen ;  told  her  I  had  quite  the  English  air ,  and  was  made 
"to  be  their  Sovereign  one  day.  It  was  saying  a  great  deal 
"on  their  part:  for  these  English  think  themselves  so  much 
"  above  all  other  people ,  that  they  imagine  they  are  paying  a 
"high  compliment  when  they  tell  any  one  he  has  got  English 
"manners. 

"Their  King"  (my  Grandpapa)  "had  got  Spanish  man- 
"  ners,  I  should  say:  he  was  of  an  extreme  gravity,  and  hardly 
"spoke  a  word  to  anybody.  He  saluted  Madam  Sonsfeld" 
(my  invaluable  thrice-dear  Governess)  "very  coldly;  and 
"asked  her,  'If  I  was  always  so  serious,  and  if  my  humour 
" '  was  of  the  melancholy  turn  ? '  *  Anything  but  that ,  Sire,' 
"answered  the  other:  'but  the  respect  she  has  for  your 
"'Majesty  prevents  her  &om  being  as  sprightly  as  she com- 
'"monly  is.'  He  wagged  his  head,  and  answered  nothing. 
"  The  reception  he  had  given  me ,  and  this  question,  of  which 
"I  heard ,  gave  me  such  a  chill ,  that  I  never  had  the  courage 
"  to  speak  to  him ,"  —  was  merely  looked- at  with  a  candle  by 
Grandpapa. 

"We  were  summoned  to  supper  at  last,  where  this  grave 
"  Sovereign  still  remained  dumb.  Perhaps  he  was  right ,  per- 
"haps  he  was  wrong;  but  I  think  he  followed  the  proverb, 
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"  which  says ,  Better  hold  your  tongue  than  speak  badly.  At 
"  the  end  of  the  repast  he  felt  indisposed.  The  Queen  would 
**haye  persuaded  him  to  quit  table ;  they  bandied  compliments 
"a  good  while  on  the  point;  but  at  last  she  threw-down  her 
* '  napkin,  and  rose.  The  King  of  England  naturally  rose  too ; 
"  but  began  to  stagger  \  the  King  of  Prussia  ran  up  to  help 
'^  him ,  all  the  company  ran  bustling  about  him ;  but  it  was  to 
"  no  purpose :  he  sank  on  his  knees ;  his  peruke  falling  on  one 
" side ,  and  his  hat"  (or  at  least  his  head ,  Madam !)  "on  the 
"other.  They  stretched  him  softly  on  the  floor;  where  he 
"remained  a  good  hour  without  consciousness.  The  pains 
"  they  took  with  him  brought  back  his  senses ,  by  degrees ,  at 
"last.  The  Queen  and  the  King  (of  Prussia)  were  in  despair 
"  all  this  while.  Many  have  thought  this  attack  was  a  herald 
"  of  the  stroke  of  apoplexy  which  came  by  and  by ,"  —  within 
four  years  from  this  date,  and  carried-off  his  Majesty  in  a  very 
gloomy  manner. 

"They  passionately  entreated  him  to  retire  now,"  con- 
tinues Wilhelmina;  "but  he  would  not  by  any  means.  He 
"led-out  the  Queen,  and  did  the  other  ceremonies,  according 
"  to  rule;  had  a  very  bad  night,  as  we  learned  underhand; "  — 
but  persisted  stoically  nevertheless,  being  a  crowned  Majesty, 
and  bound  to  it.  He  stoically  underwent  four  or  three  other 
days,  of  festival,  sight-seeing,  "pleasure"  so-called; — among 
other  sights,  saw  little  Fritz  drilling  his  Cadets  at  Berlin;  — 
and  on  the  fourth  day  (12th  October  1723,  so  thinks 
Wilhelmina)  fairly  "signed  the  Treaty  of  the  Double-Mar- 
"riage,"  English  Townshend  and  the  Prussian  Ministry 
"having  settled  all  things."* 


*  Wilhelmina,  Memoires  de  Bareith,  i.  88,  87.  —  In  Coxe  (Memoirs  of 
Sir  Robert  Walpole,  London,  1798),  ii.  266,  373,  378,  are  some  faint  hints, 
from  Townshend,  of  this  Berlin  Journey. 
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"Signed  the  Treaty/'  thinks  Wilhemina,  "all  things 
being  settled."  Which  is  an  error  on  the  part  of  Wilhel- 
mina.  Settled,  many  or  all  things  were,  by  Townshend 
and  the  others:  but  before  signing,  there  was  Parlia- 
ment to  be  apprised,  there  were  formalities,  expendi- 
ture of  time;  between  the  cup  and  the  lip,  such  things 
to  intervene;  —  and  the  sad  fact  is,  the  Double-Har- 
riage  Treaty  never  was  signed  at  all!  —  However,  all 
things  being  now  settled  ready  for  signing,  his  Britannic 
Majesty,  next  morning,  set-off  for  the  Gohrde  again,  to 
try  if  there  were  any  hunting  possible. 

This  authentic  glimpse,  one  of  the  few  that  are 
attainable,  of  their  first  Constitutional  King,  let  English 
readers  make  the  most  of  The  act  done  proved  dread- 
fully momentous  to  our  little  Friend,  his  Grandson; 
and  will  much  concern  us! 

Thus,  at  any  rate,  was  the  Treaty  of  the  Double- 
Marriage  settled,  to  the  point  of  signing,  —  thought 
to  be  as  good  as  signed.  It  was  at  the  time  when  Czar 
Peter  was  making  armaments  to  bum  Sweden;  when 
Wood's  Half-pence  (on  behalf  of  her  Improper  Grace 
of  Kendal,  the  lean  Quasi- Wife,  "Maypole"  or  Hop- 
pole,  who  had  run  short  of  money,  as  she  often  did) 
were  about  beginning  to  jingle  in  Ireland;*  when 
Law's  Bubble  "System"  had  fallen,  well  flaccid,  into 
Chaos  again;  when  Dubois  the  unutterable  Cardinal 
had  at  length  died,  and  d'Orldans  the  unutterable  Ee- 

*  Coxe  (i.  216,  217,  and  supply  the  dates);  Walpole  to  Townshend,  18th 
Oetober  1728  Ob.  ii.  27(^):  "  The  Drapier't  Letters''  are  of  1724. 
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gent  was  unexpectedly  about  to  do  so,, —  in  a  most 
surprising  Sodom-and-Gomorrah  manner.*  Not  to  men- 
tion other  dull  and  vile  phenomena  of  putrid  fermenta- 
tion, which  were  transpiring,  or  sluttishly  bubbling-up, 
in  poor  benighted  rotten  Europe  here  or  there;  — since 
these  are  sufficient  to  date  the  Transaction  for  us;  and 
what  does  not  stick  to  our  Fritz  and  his  affairs  it  is 
more  pleasant  to  us  to  forget  than  to  remember,  of  such 
an  epoch. 

Hereby,  for  the  present,  is  a  great  load  rolled  from 
Queen  Sophie  Dorothee's  heart.  One,  and  that  the 
highest,  of  her  abstruse  negociations,  cherished,  la- 
boured in,  these  fourteen  years,  she  has  brought  to  a 
victorious  issue,  —  has  she  not?  Her  poor  Mother, 
once  so  radiant,  now  so  dim  and  angry,  shut  in  the 
Castle  of  Ahlden,  does  not  approve  this  Double-Mar- 
riage; not  she  for  her  part;  —  as  indeed  evil  to  all 
Hanoverian  interests  is  now  chiefly  her  good,  poor 
Lady;  and  she  is  growing  more  and  more  of  a  Megsera 
every  day.  With  whom  Sophie  Dorothee  has  her  own 
difficulties  and  abstruse  practices;  but  struggles  always 
to  maintain,  under  sevenfold  secrecy,  some  thread  of 
correspondence  and  pious  filial  ministration  wherever 
possible;  that  the  poor  exasperated  Mother,  wretched- 
est^and  angriest  of  women,  be  not  quite  cut-off  from 
the  kinship  of  the  living,  but  that  some  soft  breath 
of  pity  may  cool  her  burning  heart  now  and  then.** 

*  2d  December  1723:  Barbjer,  Journal  Historique  du  Rigne  de  Louis  XV. 
(Paris,  1847),  i.  192,  196;  Lacretelle,  IHstoire  de  France,  IBme  slide;  Ac, 

**  In  Memoirs  of  Sophia  Dorothea  (London,  1845),  ii.  386,  893,  are  certain 
fractions  of  this  Correspondence,  **  edited**  in  an  amazing  manner. 

Carlyle,  Frederic  the  Great,  II,  ^ 
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A  dark  tragedy  of  Sophie^s,  this;  the  Bluebeard  Cham- 
ber of  her  mind,  into  which  no  eye  but  her  own  must 
ever  look. 

Princess  Amelia  comes  into  the  World. 

In  reference  to  Queen  Sophie,  and  chronologically 
if  not  otherwise  connected  -with  this  Double-Marriage 
Treaty,  I  will  mention  one  other  thing.  Her  Majesty 
had  been  in  fluctuating  health,  all  summer;  unaccount- 
able symptoms  tuming-up  in  her  Majesty's  constitution, 
languors,  qualms,  especially  a  tendency  to  swelling 
or  increase  of  size,  which  had  puzzled  and  alarmed 
her  Doctors  and  her.  Friedrich  Wilhelm,  on  con- 
clusion of  the  Marriage -Treaty,  had  been  appointed 
to  join  his  Father-in-law,  Britannic  George,  at  the 
Gohrde,  in  some  three- weeks  time,  and  have  a  bout  of 
hunting.  On  the  8th  of  November,  bedtime  being  come, 
he  kissed  his  Wilhelmina  and  the  rest,  by  way  of  good- 
bye; intending  to  start  very*early  on  the  morrow:  — 
long  journey  (150  miles  or  so),  to  be  done  all  in  one 
day.  In  the  dead  of  the  night.  Queen  Sophie  was 
seized  with  dreadful  colics,  —  pangs  of  colic  or  who 
knows  what;  —  Friedrich  Wilhelm  is  summoned;  rises 
in  the  highest  alarm;  none  but  the  maids  and  he  at 
hand  to  help;  and  the  colic,  or  whatever  it  may  be, 
gets  more  and  more  dreadM. 

Colic?  0  poor  Sophie,  it  is  travail,  and  no  colic; 
and  a  clever  young  Princess  is  suddenly  the  result! 
None  but  Friedrich  Wilhelm  and  the  maid  for  mid- 
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wives;  mother  and  infant,  nevertheless,  doing  perfectly 
well.  Friedrich  Wilhelm  did  not  go  on  the  morrow,  but 
next  day;  laughed,  ever  and  anon  in  loud  hahas,  at 
the  part  he  had  been  playing;  and  was  very  glad  and 
merry.  How  the  experienced  Sophie,  whose  twelfth 
child  this  is,  came  to  commit  such  an  oversight,  is  un- 
accountable; but  the  fact  is  certain,  and  made  a  merry 
noise  in  the  Court  circles.* 

The  clever  little  Princess,  now  bom  in  this  man- 
ner, is  known  by  name  to  idle  readers.  She  was 
christened  Amelia;  and  we  shall  hear  of  her  in  time 
coming.  But  there  was,  as  the  Circulating  Libraries 
still  intimate,  a  certain  loud-spoken  braggart  of  the 
histrionic -heroic  sort,  called  Baron  Trenck,  windy, 
rash,  and  not  without  mendacity,  who  has  endeavoured 
to  associtate  her  with  his  own  transcendent  and  not 
undeserved  ill-luck;  hinting  the  poor  Princess  into  a 
sad  fame  in  that  way.  For  which,  it  would  now  appear, 
there  was  no  basis  whatever!  Most  condemnable  Trenck; 
—  whom,  however,  Robespierre  guillotined  finally,  and 
so  settled  that  account  and  others. 

Of  Sophie  Dorothee's  twelve  children,  including 
this  Amelia,  there  are  now  eight  living,  two  boys, 
six  girls;  and  after  Amelia,  two  others,  boys,  are 
successively  to  come:  ten  in  all,  who  grew  to  be 
men  and  women.  Of  whom  perhaps  I  had  better 
subjoin  a  List;  now  that  the  eldest  Boy  and  Girl  are  about 
to  get  settled  in  life;  and  therewith  close  this  Chapter. 

•  Pb'llnitz,  U.  199;  Wilhelmina,  1.  87.  88. 

1^* 
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Friedrich  WilheMs  Ten  Children, 

Marriage  to  Sophie  Dorothee ,  28tth  November  1706. 

A  little  Prince,  bom  23d  November  1707,  died  in  six 
months.    Then  came, 

1<>.  Frederika  Sophie  Wilhelmii^a,  ultimately  Margravine 
of  Baireuth ,  after  strange  adventures  in  the  marriage-treaty 
way.  Wrote  her  Mimoires  there ,  about  1744.  Of  whom  we 
shall  hear  much.  Left  a  Daughter,  her  one  child;  Daughter 
badly  married,  to  "Karl  reigning  Duke  of  Wiirtemberg" 
(Poet  Schiller's  famous  Serene  Highness  there) ,  from  whom 
she  had  to  separate ,  &c.,  with  anger  enough ,  by  and  by. 

After  Wilhelmina  in  the  FamOy  series  came  a  second 
Prince,  who  died  in  the  eleventh  month.  Then,  24th  January 
1712, 

2".  Friedrich. 

After  whom  (1713)  a  little  Princess,  who  died  in  few 
months.    And  then, 

3^.  Frederika  Louisa,  bom  28th  September  1714;  age 
now  about  nine.  Margravine  of  Anspach,  30th  May  1729; 
Widow  1757.  Her  one  Son,  bom  1736,  was  the  Lady-Craven's 
Anspach.    Frederika  Louisa  ^ed  4th  February  1784. 

4*.  Philippina  Charlotte,  bom  13th  March  1716;  became 
Duchess  of  Brunswick  (her  Husband  was  Eldest  Brother  of 
the  *  Prince  Ferdinand'  so  famous  in  England  in  the  Seven- 
Years  War) ;  her  Son  was  the  Duke  who  invaded  France  in 
1792 ,  and  was  tragically  hurled  to  ruin  in  the  Battle  of  Jena, 
1806.    The  Mother  lived  till  1 801 ;  Widow  since  1780. 

After  whom,  in  1717,  again  a  little  Prince,  who  died  within 
two  years  (our  Fritz  then  seven ,  —  probably  the  first  time 
Death  ever  came  before  him,  practically  into  his  little 
thoughts  in  this  world) :  then, 

5®.  Sophie  Dorothee  Maria,  bom  25th  January  1719; 
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Margravine  of  Schwedt ,  1734  (eldest  Markgraf  of  Schwedt, 
mentioned  above  as  a  comrade  of  the  Crown-Prince).  Her 
life  not  very  happy  •,  she  died  1765.  Left  no  son  (Brother-in- 
law  succeeded,  last  of  the  Schwedt  Margraves)  iherDamghteT^ 
wedded  to  Prince  Friedrich  Eugen,  a  Prussiafl  Officer,  Cadet 
of  Wurtemberg  and  ultimately  Heir  there,  is  Ancestress  of 
the  Wiirtemberg  Sovereignties  that  now  are ,  and  also  (by  one 
of  Tier  daughters  married  to  Paul  of  Russia)  of  all  the  Czar 
kindred  of  our  time.  * 

6».  Louisa  Ulriqub,  bom  24th  July  1720;  married  Adolf 
Friedrich,  Heir- Apparent ,  subsequently  KLing  of  Sweden, 
17th  July  1744;  Queen  (he  having  acceded)  6th  April  1751; 
Widow,  1781 ;  Mother  of  the  subsequent  Kings;  her  Grandson 
the  Deposed.  **    Died  at  Stockhohn  16th  July  1782. 

7".  August  WitHSLM,  bom  9th  August  1722;  Heir- Ap- 
parent after  Friednch  (so  declared  by  Friedrich,  30th  June 
1744) ;  Father  of  the  Kings  who  have  since  followed.  He  himself         '^" 
died,  in  sad  circumstances,  as  we  shall  see,  12th  June  1758.        ^i^^ 

8®.  Akna  Amblia,  bom  9th  November  1723, — on  the  terms 
we  have  seen. 

d^ .  Fbieobich  Heikbich  LuDWia ,  bom  18th  January  1726 ; 
—  the  famed  Prince  Henri ,  of  whom  we  shall  hear. 

10<>.  August  Febdinaiid,  bom  23d  May  1730:  a  brilliant 
soldier  under  his  Brother,  full  of  spirit  and  talent,  but  liable  to 
weak  health;  —  was  Father  of  the  'Prince  Louis  Ferdinand* 
(a  tragic  Failure  of  something  considerable,  who  went-off 
in  Liberalism,  wit,  in  high  sentiment,  expenditure  and  de- 
bauchery, greatly  to  the  admiration  of  some  persons;  and  at 
length  rushed  desperate  upon  the  French,  and  found  his 
quietus  [10th  October  1806] ,  four  days  before  the  Battle  of 
Jena). 

*  Preass,  iv.  278;  Ennan,  Vie  de  Sophie  Charlotte,  p.  272. 
••  (Ertel,  p.  83;  Hfibner,  U.  91,  297. 
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CHAPTER  n. 

A  KAISER  HUNTING  SHADOWS. 

Treaty  of  Double -Marriage  is  ready  for  signing, 
once  the  needful  Parliamentary  preludings  are  gone 
through;  Treaty  is  signed,  thinks  Wilhelmina,  —  for- 
getting the  distance  between  cup  and  lip!  —  As  to 
signing,  or  even  to  burning,  and  giving-up  the  thought 
of  signing,  alas,  how  far  are  we  yet  from  that!  Im- 
perial spectre-huntings,  and  the  politics  of  most  Eu- 
ropean Cabinets  will  connect  themselves  with  that;  and 
send  it  wandering  wide  enough,  —  lost  in  such  a  jungle 
of  intrigues,  pettifoggings,  treacheries,  diplomacies  do- 
mestic and  foreign,  as  the  course  of  true-love  never  got 
entangled-in  before. 

The  whole  of  which  extensive  Cabinet  operations, 
covering  square  miles  of  paper  at  this  moment,  — 
having  nevertheless,  after  ten  years  of  effort,  ended  in 
absolute  zero,  —  were  of  no  worth  even  to  the  mana- 
gers of  them;  and  are  of  less  than  none  to  any  mortal 
now  or  henceforth.  So  that  the  method  of  treating 
them  becomes  a  problem  to  History.  To  pitch  them 
utterly  out  of  window,  and  out  of  memory,  never  to 
be  mentioned  in  human  speech  again:  this  is  the  mani- 
fest prompting  of  Nature;  —  and  this,  were  not  our 
poor  Crown -Prince  and  oije  or  two  others  involved 
in  them,  would  be  our  ready  and  thrice-joyfiil  course. 
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Surely  the  so-called  "Politics  of  Europe"  in  that  day 
are  a  thing  this  Editor  would  otherwise,  with  his 
whole  soul,  forget  to  all  eternity!  "Putrid  fermenta- 
tion," ending,  after  the  endurance  of  much  malodour, 
in  mere  zero  to  you  and  to  every  one,  even  to  the 
rotting-bodies  themselves:  —  is  there  any  wise  Editor 
that  would  connect  himself  with  that?  Thesd  are 
the  fields  of  History  which  are  to  be,  so  soon  as  hu- 
manly possible,  suppressed;  which  only  Mephistophe- 
les,  or  the  Bad  Genius  of  mankind,  can  contemplate 
with  pleasure. 

Let  us  strive  to  touch  lightly  the  chief  summits, 
here  and  there,  of  that  intricate,  most  empty,  moumfol 
Business,  —  which  was  really  once  a  Fact  in  practical 
Europe,  not  the  mere  Nightmare  of  an  Attorney's  Dream; 
—  and  indicate,  so  far  as  indispensable,  how  the 
young  Friedrich,  Friedrich's  Sister,  Father,  Mother, 
were  tribulated,  almost  heartbroken  and  done  to  death, 
by  means  of  it. 

Imperial  Majesty  on  the  Treaty  of  Utrecht. 

Kaiser  Karl  VI.,  head  of  the  Holy  Bomish  Empire 
at  this  time,  was  a  handsome  man  to  look  upon;  whose 
life,  full  of  expense,  vicissitude,  futile  labour  and  ad- 
venture, did  not  prove  of  much  use  to  the  world. 
Describable  as  a  laborious  futility  rather.  He  was  se- 
cond son  of  that  little  Leopold,  the  solemn  IHtle^  Heir 
in  red  stockings,  who  had  such  troubles,  firights,  mii 
numings  to-and-fro,  with  the  sieging  Turks,  liberative 
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Sobieskis,  acquisitive  Louis  Fourteenths;  and  who  at 
length  ended  in  a  sea  of  futile  labour,  which  they  caU 
the  Spanish-Succession  War. 

This  Karl,  second  son,  had  been  appointed  "King 
of  Spain"  in  that  futile  business;  and  with  much  sub- 
limity, though  internally  in  an  impoverished  condi- 
tion, he  proceeded  towards  Spain,  —  landing  in  Eng- 
land to  get  cash  for  the  out£t;  —  arrived  in  Spain; 
and  roved-about  there  as  Titular  King  for  some  years, 
with  the  fighting  Peterboroughs,  Gal  ways,  Stahrem- 
bergs;  but  did  no  good  there,  neither  he  nor  his  Peter- 
boroughs.  At  length,  his  Brother  Joseph,  Father  Leo- 
pold's successor,  having  died,*  Karl  came  home  from 
Spain  to  be  Kaiser.  At  which  point,  Karl  would  have 
been  wise  to  give-up  his  Titular  Kingship  in  Spain; 
for  he  never  got,  nor  will  get,  anything  but  futile 
labour  from  hanging  to  it.  He  did  hang  to  it  never- 
theless; and  still,  at  this  date  of  George's  visit  and  long 
afterwards,  hangs,  —  with  notable  obstinacy.  To  the 
woe  of  men  and  nations:  punishment  doubtless  of  his 
sins  and  theirs!  — 

Kaiser  Karl  shrieked  mere  amazement  and  indigna- 
tion, when  the  English  tired  of  fighting  for  him  and  it. 
When  the  English  said  to  their  great  Marlborough: 
"Enough,  you  sorry  Marlborough!  You  have  beaten 
Louis  XIV.  to  the  suppleness  of  washleather,  at  our 
bidding;  that  is  true,  and  that  may  have  had  its  diffi- 
culties: biit,  after  all,  we  prefer  to  have  the  thing  pre- 
cisely as  it   would  have  been   without  any   fighting. 

•  17th  April  1711. 
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You,  therefore,  what  is  the  good  of  you?  You  are  a — 
person  whom  we  fling-out  like  sweepings,  now  that  our 
eyesight  returns,  and  accuse  of  common  stealing.  Go 
and  be  — !"  — 

Nothing  ever  had  so  disgusted  and  astonished  Kai- 
ser Karl  as  this  treatment,  —  not  of  Marlborough, 
whom  he  regarded  only  as  he  would  have  done  a  pair 
of  military  boots  or  a  holster-pistol  of  superior  ex- 
cellence, for  the  uses  that  were  in  him,  —  but  of  the 
Kaiser  Karl  his  own  sublime  self,  the  heart  and  focus 
of  Political  Nature;  left  in  this  maimer,  now  when  the 
sordid  English  and  Dutch  declined  spending  blood  and 
money  for  him  farther.  "Ungrateful,  sordid,  incon- 
ceivable souls,"  answered  Karl,  "was  there  ever,  since 
the  early  Christian  times,  such  a  martyr  as  you  have 
now  made  of  me!"  So  answered  Karl,  in  diplomatic 
groans  and  shrieks,  to  all  ends  of  Europe.  But  the 
sulky  English  and  Allies,  thoroughly  tired  of  paying 
and  bleeding,  did  not  heed  him;  made  their  Peace 
of  Utrecht*  with  Louis  XIV.,  who  was  now  beaten 
supple;  and  Karl,  after  a  year  of  indignant  protests, 
and  futile  attempts  to  flght  Louis  on  his  own  score, 
was  obliged  to  do  the  like.  He  has  lost  the  Spanish 
crown;  but  still  holds  by  the  shadow  of  it;  will  not 
quit  that,  if  he  can  help  it.  He  hunts  much,  digests 
well;  is  a  sublime  Kaiser  though  internally  rather 
poor,  carrying  his  head  high;  and  seems  to  himself,  on 
some  sides  of  his  life,  a  martyred  much-enduring  man, 

*  Peace  of  Utrecht,  11th  April  1713;  Peace  of  Butadt  (following  npo* 
the  Preliminaries  of  Baden),  6th  March  1714* 
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Imperial  Majesty  has  got  happily  wedded. 

Kaiser  Karl,  soon  after  the  time  of  going  to  Spain, 
had  decided  that  a  Wife  would  be  necessary.  He 
applied  to  Caroline  of  Anspach,  now  English  Princess 
of  Wales ,  but  at  that  time  an  orphaned  BrandenbUrg- 
Anspach  Princess,  very  beautiful,  graceful,  gifted,  and 
altogether  unprovided-for;  living  at  Berlin,  under  the 
guardianship  of  Friedrich  the  first  King.  Her  young 
Mother  had  married  again,  —  high  enough  match  (to 
Kur-Sachsen,  elder  Brother  of  August  the  Strong,  Au- 
gust at  that  time  without  prospects  of  the  Electorate); 

—  but  it  lasted  short  while:  Caroline's  Mother  and 
Saxon  Stepfather  were  both  now,  long  .since,  dead. 
So  she  lived  at  Berlin,  brilliant  though  unportioned; 

—  with  the  rough  cub  Friedrich  Wilhelm  much  follow- 
ing her  about,  and  passionately  loyal  to  her,  as  the 
Beast  was  to  Beauty;  whom  she  did  not  mind,  except 
as  a  cub  loyal  to  her;  being  five  years  older  than 
he.*  Indigent  bright  Caroline,  a  young  lady  of  fine 
aquiline  features  and  spirit,  was  applied -for  to  be 
Queen  of  Spain;  wooer  a  handsome  man,  who  might 
even  be  Kaiser  by  and  by.  Indigent  bright  Caro- 
line at  once  answered.  No.  She  was  never  very 
orthodox  in  Protestant  theology;  but  could  not  think 
of  taking-up  Papistry  for  lucre's  and  ambition's  sake: 
be  that  always  remembered  on  Caroline's  behalf. 

The  Spanish  Majesty  next  applied  at  Brunswick 

•  FCrater,  i.  107. 
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Wolfenbiittelj   no  lack  of  Princesses  there:    Princess 
Elizabeth,  for  instance;  Protestant  she  too,  but  perhaps 
not  so   squeamish?     Old  Anton  XJlrich,    whom  some 
readers  know  for  the  idle  Books,  longwinded  Novels 
chiefly,   which  he  wrote,  was  the  Grandfather  of  this 
favoured  Princess;  a  goodnatured  old  gentleman,  of  the 
idle  ornamental  species,  in  whose  head  most  things,  it 
is  likely,  were  reduced  to  vocables,  scribble  and  sen- 
timentality;   and   only   a   steady   internal   gravitation 
towards  praise  and  pudding  was  traceable  as  very  real 
m  him.     Anton  TJlrich,  affronted  more  or  less  by  the 
iomiense    advancement   of  Gentleman   Ernst   and  the 
Hanoverian  or  Younger  Brunswick  Line,  was  extremely 
glad  of  the  Imperial  offer;   and  persuaded  his  timid 
Granddaughter,   ambitious  too,  but  rather  conscience- 
stricken,   That  the  change  from  Protestant  to  Catholic, 
the  essentials  being  so  perfectly  identical  in  both,  was 
a  mere  trifle;    that  he  himself,  old  as  he  was,  would 
readily  change  along  with  her,  so  easy  was  it   Where- 
upon the  young  Lady  made  the  big  leap;   abjured  her 
religion;*  —  went  to  Spain  as  Queen  (with  sad  iojmy 
to  her  complexion,  but  otherwise  soeeessfolly  more  or 
less);  —  and  sits  now  as  Empress  beside  her  Karl  YL, 
m  a  graad  oiough,  probably  rather  dull,  but  not  an- 
gularly unhappy  manner. 

She,  a  Brunswick  PrinceM,  with  Nephews  md 
Nieces  who  may  eoncem  us,  is  Kaiserinn  io  Kaiser 
Karl:  for  anght  I  know  of  her,  a  kindty  simple  Wlfi% 
and  unexceptionable  Sovereign  Majesty,   of  tbe  sort 

•  UL  Mar  i'^f  t  Btm&^tff. 
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wanted;  —  whom  let  us  remember,  if  we  meet  her 
again  one  day.  I  add  only  of  this  poor  Lady,  distin- 
guished to  me  by  a  Daughter  she  had,  that  her  mind 
still  had  some  misgivings  about  the  big  leap  she  had 
made  in  the  Protestant-Papist  way.  Finding  Anton 
TJlrich  still  continue  Protestant,  she  wrote  to  him  out 
of  Spain:  —  "Why,  0  honoured  Grandpapa,  have  you 
not  done  as  you  promised?  Ah,  there  must  be  a  taint 
of  mortal  sin  in  it,  after  all!"  Upon  which  the  ab- 
surdly situated  old  Gentleman  did  change  his  religion; 
and  is  marked  as  a  Convert  in  all  manner  of  Genea- 
logies and  Histories;  —  truly  an  old  literary  gentleman 
ducal  and  serene,  restored  to  the  bosom  of  the  Church 
in  a  somewhat  peculiarly  ridiculous  manner.*  —  But 
to  return. 

Imperial  Majesty  and  the  Termagant  of  Spain, 

Ever  after  the  Peace  of  Utrecht,  when  England 
and  Holland  declined  to  bleed  for  him  farther,  espe- 
cially ever  since  his  own  Peace  of  Rastadt  made  with 
Louis  the  year  after.  Kaiser  Karl  had  utterly  lost  hold 
of  the  Crown  of  Spain;  and  had  not  the  least  chance 
to  clutch  that  bright  substance  again.  But  he  held  by 
the  shadow  of  it,  with  a  deadly  Hapsburg  tenacity; 
reftised  for  twenty  years,  under  all  pressures,  to  part 
with  the  shadow:  "The  Spanish  Hapsburg  Branch  is 
dead;  whereupon  do  not  I,  of  the  Austrian  Branch,  sole 

•  Hichaelifl,  i.  181. 
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representative  of  Kaiser  Karl  the  Fifth,  claim,  by  the 
law  of  Heaven,  whatever  he  possessed  in  Spain,  by 
law  of  ditto?  Battles  of  Blenheim,  of  Malplaqnet, 
Court-intrigues  of  Mrs.  Masham  and  the  Duchess:  these 
may  bring  Treaties  of  Utrecht,  and  what  you  are 
pleased  to  call  laws  of  Earth;  —  but  a  Hapsburg 
Kaiser  knows  higher  laws,  if  you  would  do  a  thousand 
Utrechts;  and  by  these,  Spain  is  his!" 

Poor  Kaiser  Karl:  he  had  a  high  thought  in  him 
really,  though  a  most  misguided  one.  Titular  King  of 
Men;  but  much  bewildered  into  mere  indolent  fatuity, 
inane  solemnity,  high-sniffing  pride  grounded  on  nothing 
at  all;  a  Kaiser  much  sunk  in  the  sediments  of  his 
muddy  Epoch.  Sure  enough,  he  was  a  proud  lofty 
solemn  Kaiser,  infinitely  the  gentleman  in  air  and 
humour;  Spanish  gravities,  ceremonials,  reticences;  — 
and  could,  in  a  better  scene,  have  distinguished  himself 
by  better  than  mere  statuesque  immovability  of  posture, 
dignified  endurance  of  ennui,  and  Hapsburg  tenacity  in 
holding  the  grip.  It  was  not  till  1735,  after  tusselHngs 
and  wrenchings  beyond  calculation,  that  he  would  con- 
sent to  quit  the  Shadow  of  the  Crown  of  Spain;  and 
let  Europe  he  at  peace  on  that  score. 

The  essence  of  what  is  called  the  European  History 
of  this  Period,  such  History  as  a  Period  eun^  dead  in 
spirit,  and  alive  only  in  stomach,  can  have,  turns  all 
on  Elaiser  Karl,  and  these  his  clutchings  at  shadows. 
Which  makes  a  very  sad,  surprising  History  indeed; 
more  worthy  to  be  called  Phenomena  of  Putrid  Fer- 
mentation, than  Struggles  of  Human  Heroism  to  vindi* 
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cate  itself  in  this  Planet,  which  latter  alone  are  worthy 
of  recording  as  "History"  by  mankind. 

On  the  throne  of  Spain,  beside  Philip  V.  the  me- 
lancholic new  Bourbon,  Louis  XTV.'s  Grandson,  sat 
Elizabeth  Famese;  a  termagant  tenacious  woman,  whose 
ambitious  cupidities  were  not  inferior  in  obstinacy  to 
Kaiser  Karl's,  and  proved  not  quite  so  shadowy  as  his. 
Elizabeth  also  wanted  several  things:  renunciation  of 
your  (Kaiser  Karl's)  shadowy  claims;  nay  of  sundry 
real  usurpations  you  and  your  Treaties  have  made  on 
the  actual  possessions  of  Spain,  —  Kingdom  of  Sicily, 
for  instance;  Netherlands,  for  instance;  Gibraltar,  for 
instance.  But  there  is  one  thing  which,  we  observe,  is 
indispensable  throughout  to  Elizabeth  Famese:  the 
future  settlement  of  her  dear  Boy  Carlos.  Carlos, 
whom  as  Spanish  Philip's  second  Wife  she  had  given 
to  Spain  and  the  world,  as  Second  or  supplementary 
Infant  there,  —  a  troublesome  gift  to  Spain  and  others. 

"This  dear  Boy,  surely  he  must  have  his  Italian 
Apanages,  which  you  have  provided  for  him;  Duchies 
of  Parma  and  Piacenza,  which  will  fall  heirless  soon. 
Security  for  these  Italian  Apanages,  such  as  will  satisfy 
a  Mother:  Let  us  introduce  Spanish  garrisons  into 
Parma  and  Piacenza  at  once!  How  else  can  we  be 
certain  of  getting  those  indispensable  Apanages,  when 
they  fall  vacant?"  On  this  point  Elizabeth  Famese 
was  positive,  matemally  vehement;  would  take  no 
subterfuge,  denial  or  delay:  "Let  me  perceive  that  I 
shall  have  these  Duchies:  that,  first  of  all;  or  else  not 
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that  only,  but  numerous  other  things  will  be  demanded 
of  you!" 

Upon  which  point  the  Kaiser  too,  who  loved  his 
Duchies,  and  hoped  yet  to  keep  them  by  some  turn  of 
the  game,  never  could  decide  to  comply.  Whereupon 
Elizabeth  grew  more  and  more  termagant;  listened  to 
wild  counsels;  took-up  an  Alberoni,  a  Eipperda,  any 
wandering  diplomatic  bull-dog  that  offered;  and  let 
them  loose  upon  the  Kaiser  and  her  other  gainsayers. 
To  the  terror  of  mankind,  lest  universal  war  should 
supervene.  She  held  the  Kaiser  well  at  bay,  mankind 
well  in  panic;  and  continually  there  came  on  all  Eu- 
rope, for  about  twenty  years,  a  terror  that  war  was 
just  about  to  break-out,  and  the  whole  world  to  take 
fire.  The  History  so-called  of  Europe  went  canting 
from  side  to  side;  heeling  at  a  huge  rate,  according  to 
the  passes  and  lunges  these  two  giant  figures.  Imperial 
Majesty  and  the  Termagant  of  Spain,  made  at  one 
another,  —  for  a  twenty  years  or  more,  till  once  the 
duel  was  decided  between  them. 

There  came  next  to  no  war,  after  all;  sputterings 
of  war  twice  over,  —  1718,  Byng  at  Messina,  as  we 
saw;  and  then,  in  1727,  a  second  sputter,  as  we  are  to 
see:  —  but  the  neighbours  always  ran  with  buckets, 
and  got  it  quenched.  No  war  to  speak-of;  but  such 
negociating,  diplomatising,  universal  hope,  universal 
fear,  and  infinite  ado  about  nothing,  as  were  seldom 
heard  of  before.  For  except  Friedrich  Wilhelm  drilling 
his  50,000  soldiers  (80,000  gradually,  and  gradually 
even  twice  that  number),  I  see  no  Crowned  Head  in 
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Europe  that  is  not,  with  immeasurable  apparatus,  simply 
doing  zero,  Alas,  in  an  age  of  universal  infidelity  to 
Heaven,  where  the  Heavenly  Sun  has  sunk^  there  occur 
strange  Spectre-huntings.  Which  is  a  fact  worth  laying 
to  heart.  —  Duel  of  Twenty  Years  with  Elizabeth 
Famese,  about  the  eventualities  of  Parma  and  Pia- 
cenza,  and  the  Shadow  of  the  lost  Crown  of  Spain; 
this  was  the  first  grand  3pectrality  of  Kaiser  KarFs 
existence;  but  this  was  not  the  whole  of  them. 

Imperial  Majestifs  Pragmatic  Sanction, 

Kaiser  Karl  meanwhile  was  rather  short  of  heirs; 
which  formed  another  of  his  real  troubles,  and  involved 
him  in  much  shadow-hunting.  His  Wife,  the  serene 
Brunswic'k  Empress  whom  we  spoke-of  above,  did  at 
length  bring  him  children,  brought  him  a  boy  even; 
but  the  boy  died  within  the  year;  and,  on  the  whole, 
there  remained  nothing  but  two  Daughters;  Maria 
Theresa  the  elder  of  them,  bom  1717,  —  the  prettiest 
little  maiden  in  the  world;  —  no  son  to  inherit  Kaiser 
Karl.  Under  which  circumstances  Kaiser  Karl  pro- 
duced now,  in  the  year  1724,  a  Document  which  he 
had  executed  privately  as  long  ago  as  1713,  only  his 
Privy  Councillors  and  other  Official  witnesses  knowing 
of  it  then;*  and  solemnly  publishes  it  to  the  world,  as 
a  thing  all  men  are  to  take  notice  of.  All  men  had 
notice  enough  of  this  Imperial  bit  of  Sheepskin,  before 

• 

•  19th  April  1718  (Stenzol,  ill.  522). 
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tibej  got  done  with  it,  five-and-twenty  years  hence.* 
A  very  famous  Pragmatic  Sanction;  now  published  for 
the  world's  comfort! 

By  which  Document,  Kaiser  Karl  had  formally 
settled,  and  fixed  according  to  the  power  he  has,  in 
the  shape  of  what  they  call  a  Pragmatic  Sanction,  or 
unalterable  Ordinance  in  his  Imperial  House,  "That, 
"failing  Heirs-male,  his  Daughters,  his  Eldest  Daughter, 
"should  succeed  him;  failing  Daughters,  his  Nieces; 
"and  in  short,  that  Heirs-female  ranking  £rom  their 
"kinship  to  Kaiser  Karl,  and  not  to  any  prior  Kaiser, 
"should  be  as  good  as  Heirs-male  of  Karl's  body  would 
"have  been."  A  Pragmatic  Sanction  is  the  high  name 
he  gives  this  Document,  or  the  Act  it  represents; 
"Pragmatic  Sanction"  being,  in  the  Imperial  Chancery 
and  some  others,  the  received  title  for  Ordinances  of  a 
very  irrevocable  nature,  which  a  sovereign  makes,  in 
affairs  that  belong  wholly  to  himself,  or  what  he  reckons 
his  own  rights.** 

This  Pragmatic  Sanction  of  Kaiser  Karl's,  executed 
19th  April  1713,  was  promulgated,  "gradually,"  now 
here  now  there,  firom  1720  to  1724,***  — in  which  later 
year  it  became  universally  public;  and  was  transmitted 
to  all  Courts  and  Sovereignties,  as  an  unalterable  law 

■  Peace  of  Aix-la-Cbapelle ,  1748. 

•*  A  rare  kind  of  Deed,  it  woald  seem;  and  all  the  more  solemn.  In 
1488,  Charles  VI.  of  France,  conceding  the  Galilean  Gharch  its  Liberties, 
does  it  by  "Sanction  Pragmatique;"  Carlos  lU.  of  Spain  (in  1759,  ^'settling 
the  Kingdom  of  the  Two  Sicilies  on  his  third  son**)  does  the  like,  —  which 
is  the  last  instance  of  "Pragmatie  Sanction**  in  this  world. 
•«•  Stenzel,  pp.  632,  628. 

Carlyle,  Frederic  the  Great*  IL  ^ 
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of  Things.  LnpenAl.  Thereby  the  good  man  hopes  his 
beautiful  little  Theresa,  now  seven  years  old,  may 
succeed  him,  all  as  a  son  would  have  done,  in  the 
Austrian  States  and  Dignities;  and  incalculable  da- 
magea,  wars,  and  chances  of  war,  be  prevented,  for  his 
House  and.  for  aU  the  world. 

The  world,  incredulous  of  tomorrow,  in  its  lazy 
way,  was  not  sufficiently  attentive  to  this  new  law  of 
things.  Some  who  were  personally  interested,  as  the 
Saxon  Sovereign^,  and  the  Bavarian,  denied  that  it 
was  just:  reminded  Kaiser  Karl  that  he  was  not  the 
Noah  or  Adam  of  Kaisers;  and  that  the  case  of  Heirs- 
female  was  not  quite  a  new  idea  on  sheepskin.  No; 
there  are  older  Pragmatic  Saujetion^  and  settlements,  by 
prior  Kaisers  of  blessed  memory;  under  which,  if 
Daughters  are  to  come  in,  we,  descended  from  Imperial 
Daughters  of  older  standing,  shall  have  a  word  to  say ! 
—  To  this  Kaiser  Karl  answers  steadily,  with  endless 
argument.  That  every  Kaiser  is  a  Patriarch,  and  First 
Man,  in  such  matters;  and  that  so  it  has  been  pragma- 
tically aanctioned  by  him,  and  that  so  it  shall  and  must 
iiarevocably  be.  To  th^  other  Powers,  and  indolent 
iz^partial  Sovereigns  of  the  world,  he  was  lavish  in 
embassies,  in  ardent,  representations;  and  spared  ]»o 
pains  in  convincing  them  that  tomorrow  would  surely 
come,  and  that  then  it  would  be  a  blessedness  to  have 
accepted  this  Pragn^atic  Sanction,  and  seQ  it  lyii^g  for 
you  as  a  Law  o^ Nature  to  go  by,  and  avoid  incal- 
culable controversies. 

This  was  another  vast  Shadow,  or  confused  high- 
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piled  continent  of  shadows,  to  whicli  our  poor  Kaiser 
held  with  his  customaiy  tenacity.  To  procure  ad- 
herences  and  assurances  to  this  dear  Pragmatic  Sanc- 
tion, was,  even  more  than  the  shadow  of  the  Spanish 
Crown,  and  above  all  after  he  had  quitted  that,  the 
one  grand  business  of  Ids  Life  henceforth.  With  which 
he  kept  all  Europe  in  perpetual  travail  and  diplomacy; 
raying-out  ambassadors,  and  less  ostensible  agents,  with 
bribes,  and  with  entreaties  and  proposals,  into  every 
high  Sovereign  Court  and  every  low;  negociating  un- 
weariedly  by  all  methods,  with  all  men.  For  it  was 
his  evening-song  and  his  morning-prayer;  the  grand 
meaning  of  Life  to  him,  till  Life  ended.  Ton  would 
have  said,  the  first  question  he  asks  of  every  creature 
is,  "Will  you  covenant  for  my  Pragmatic  Sanction 
with  me?  0,  agree  to  it;  accept  that  new  Law  of 
Nature:  when  the  morrow  comes,  it  will  be  salutary 
for  you!" 

Most  of  the  Foreign  Potentates  idly  accepted  the 
thing,  —  as  things  of  a  distant  contingent  kind  are  ac- 
cepted; —  made  Treaty  on  it,  since  the  Kaiser  seemed 
so  extremely  anxious.     Only  Bavaria,  having  heritable 
claims,  never  would.     Saxony  too  (August  the  Strong), 
being  in  the  like  case,  or  a  better,  flatiy  refused  for  a 
long  time;  would  not,  at  all,  —  except  for  a  conside- 
ration.     Bright    littie    Prince    Eugene,    who    dicta*ed 
square  miles  of  Letters  and  Diplomacies  on  tiie  subject 
(Letters    of  a   steady  depth  of  dulness,  which  at  last 
grows  almost  sublime),  was  wont  to  tell  his  Majesty: 
"Treatying,  your  Majesty?   A  Well-trained  Army  and 
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a  fall  Treasury;  that  is  the  only  Treaty  that  will  make 
this  Pragmatic  Sanction  valid!"  But  his  Majesty  never 
would  believe.  So  the  bright  old  Eugene  dictated,  — 
or,  we  hope  and  guess,  he  only  gave  his  clerks  some 
key-word,  and  signed  his  name  (in  three  languages, 
"Eugenio  von  Savoye")  to  these  square  miles  of  dull 
epistolary  matter,  —  probably  taking  Spanish  snuff 
when  he  had  done.  For  he  wears  it  in  both  waistcoat- 
pockets;  —  has  (as  his  Portraits  still  tell  us)  given-up 
breathing  by  the  nose.  The  bright  little  soul,  with  a 
flash  in  him  as  of  Heaven's  own  lightning;  but  now 
growing -very  old  and  snuffy. 

Shadow  of  Pragmatic  Sanction,  shadow  of  the 
Spanish  Crown,  —  it  was  such  shadow-huntings  of  the 
Kaiser  in  Vienna,  it  was  this  of  the  Pragmatic  Sanction 
most  of  all,  that  thwarted  our  Prussian  Double-Marriage, 
which  lay  so  far  away  from  it  This  it  was  that  pretty 
nearly  broke  the  hearts  of  Friedrich,  Wilhelmina,  and 
their  Mother  and  Father.  For  there  never  was  such 
negodating;  not  for  admittance  to  the  Kingdom  of 
Heaven,  in  the  pious  times.  And  the  open  goings-forth 
of  it,  still  more  the  secret  minings  and  mole-courses  of 
it,  were  into  all  places.  Above  ground  and  below,  no 
Sovereign  mortal  could  say  he  was  safe  from  it,  let  him 
agree  or  not  Friedrich  Wilhelm  had  cheerfaUy,  and 
with  all  his  heart,  agreed  to  the  Pragmatio  Sanction; 
this  above-ground,  in  sight  of  the  sun;  and  rashly 
fancied  he  had  then  done  with  it  Till,  to  his  horror, 
he  found  the  Imperial  moles,  by  way  of  keeping  as- 
moance  doubly  sure,  had  been  under  the  foundations 
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of  his  very  house  for  long  years  past,  and  had  ail- 
but  brought  it  down  about  him  in  the  most  hideous 
manner!  — 


Third  Shadow:  Imperial  Majesty* a  Ostend  Company. 

Another   object  which  Kaiser  Karl   pursued   with 

some  diligence  in  these  times,  and  which  likewise  proved 

a  shadow,  much  disturbance  as  it  gave  mankind,  waM 

his  "Ostend  East-India  Company."     The  Kaisor  had 

seen  impoverished  Spain,  rich  England,  rich  Holland; 

he  had  taken-up  a  creditable  notion  about  commerce 

and  its  advantages.     He  said  to  himself,  Why  should 

not  my  Netherlands  trade  to  the  East,  as  well  as  ibeso 

English  and  Dutch,  and  grow  opulent  like  them?    Ha 

instituted  {octroy a)  an  ^^  Ostend  East-India  Company,^ 

under  due  Patents  and  Imperial  Sheepskiiis,  ot  da(i» 

17th  December  1722,^  gave  it  what  freedom  lui  could 

to  trade  to   the  East     ^^Impotiible!^   answered    Ae 

Dutch,  with  distraction  in  iheir  aspect:  ^^ImpftmlhUf  WH 

say;  contrary  to  Treaty  of  Westphalia,  to  Viredgt^  to 

Barrier  Treaty:  and  destnietive  to  tli«  best  inUsre^ts  ot 

mankind,  especially  to  os  and  our  tmAiyyn4iUk\    W« 

shall  have  to  eaptnre  your  skips,  if  you  i^er  SSmI 

To  wlndli  die  Kaser  e^mf^tplesded,  omnmAy^  t^ 
hgeaOjj  far  ihe  spMtot  ^A  mfren  jetun^  --  1^  M  «flpist 
^We  win  emfibare  jomr  AsfB  it  jom  efww  wmA  mji^ 
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answered  the  Dutch  and  English.  What  ships  ever 
could  have  been  sent  from  Ostend  to  the  East,  or  what 
ill  they  could  have  done  there,  remains  a  mystery, 
owing  to  the  monopolising  Maritime  Powers. 

The  Kaiser^s  laudable  zeal  for  commerce  had  to 
expend  itself  in  his  Adriatic  Territories,  —  giving  pri- 
vileges to  the  Ports  of  Trieste  and  Fiume;*  making 
roads  through  the  Dalmatian  Hill-Countries,  which  are 
useful  to  this  day;  —  but  could  not  operate  on  the 
Netherlands  in  the  way  proposed.  The  Kaiser's  Im- 
perial Ostend  East-India  Company,  which  convulsed 
the  Diplomatic  mind  for  seven  years  to  come,  and  made 
Europe  lurch  from  side  to  side  in  a  terrific  manner, 
proved  a  mere  paper  Company;  never  sent  any  ships, 
only  produced  Diplomacies,  and  ''had  the  honour  to 
be."  This  was  the  third  grand  Shadow  which  the 
Kaiser  chased,  shaking  all  the  world,  poor  crank  world, 
as  he  strode  after  it;  and  this  also  ended  in  zero,  and 
several  tons  of  diplomatic  correspondence,  carried  once 
by  breathless  estafettes,  and  now  silent,  gravitating 
towards  Acheron  all  of  them,  and  interesting  to  the 
spiders  only. 

Poor  good  Kaiser:  they  say  he  was  a  humane  stately 
gentleman,  stately  though  i^ortish;  fond  of  pardoning 
criminals  where  he  could;  very  polite  to  Muratori  and 
the  Antiquaries,  even  to  English  Rymer,  in  opening 
his  Archives  to  them,  —  and  made  roads  in  the  Dal- 
matian Hill-Country,  which  remain  to  this  day.    I  do 

•  *  Hormayr:  (E$terreichi8cher  Plutarch,  x.  101. 
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not  wonder  he  grew  more  and  more  satomine,  and 
addicted  to  solid  tacitam  field-sports.  His  Political 
"Perforce-Hunt  {Par force  Jagd)^'^^  with  so  many  two- 
footed  terriers,  and  legationary  beagles,  distressing  all 
the  world  by  their  baying  and  their  burrowing,  had 
proved  to  be  of  Shadows;  and  melted  into  thin  air,  to 
a  very  singular  degree! 
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CHAPTER  m. 

THE  SEVEN  CRISES  OB  EUROPEAN  TRAYAIL-THROES. 

In  process  of  this  so  terrific  Duel  with  Elizabeth 
Famese,  and  general  combat  of  the  Shadows,  which 
then  made  Europe  quake,  at  every  new  lunge  and  pass 
of  it,  and  which  now  makes  Europe  yawn  to  hear  the 
least  mention  of  it,  there  came  two  sputterings  of  actual 
War.  Byng's  sea-victory  at  Messina,  1718;  Spanish 
"Siege  of  Gibraltar,"  1727,  are  the  main  phenomena 
of  these  two  Wars,  —  England,  as  its  wont  is,  taking 
a  shot  in  both,  though  it  has  now  forgotten  both.  And, 
on  the  whole,  there  came,  so  far  as  I  can  count,  Seven 
grand  diplomatic  Spasms  or  Crises,  —  desperate  general 
European  Treatyings  hither  and  then  thither,  solemn 
Congresses  two  of  them,  with  endless  supplementary 
adhesions  by  the  minor  Powers.  Seven  grand  mother- 
treaties,  not  to  mention  the  daughters,  or  supplemen- 
taiy  adhesions  they  had;  all  Europe  rising  spasmodically 
seven  times,  and  doing  its  very  uttermost  to  quell  this 
terrible  incubus;  all  Europe  changing  colour  seven 
times,  like  a  lobster  boiling,  for  twenty  years.  Seven 
diplomatic  Crises,  we  say,  marked  changings  of  colour 
in  the  long-sufifering  lobster;  and  two  so-called  Wars, 
—  before  this  enormous  zero  could  be  settled.  Which 
hi^h  Treaties  and  Transactions,  human  nature,  after 
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much  study  of  them,  grudges  to  enumerate.  Apanage 
for  Baby  Carlos,  ghost  of  a  Pragmatic  Sanction;  these 
were  a  pair  of  causes  for  mankind!  Be  no  word  spoken 
of  them,  except  with  regret  and  on  evident  compulsion. 
For  the  reader's  convenience  we  must  note  the 
salient  points;  but  grudge  to  do  it.  Salient  points, 
now  mostly  wrapt  in  Orcus,  and  terrestrially  in- 
teresting only  to  the  spiders,  —  except  on  an  occa- 
sion of  this  kind,  when  part  of  them  happens  to 
stick  to  the  history  of  a  memorable  man.  To  us  they 
are  mere  bubblings-up  of  the  general  putrid  fermenta- 
tion of  the  then  Political  World;  and  are  too  unlovely 
to  be  dwelt  on  longer  than  indispensable.  Triple  Al- 
liance, Quadruple  Alliance,  Congress  of  Cambrai,  Con- 
gress of  Soissons ;  Conference  of  Pardo ,  Treaty  of 
Hanover,  Treaty  of  Wusterhausen,  what  are  they? 
Echo  answers,  What?  Eipperda  and  the  Queen  of 
Spain,  Kaiser  Karl  and  his  Pragmatic  Sanction,  are 
fsdlen  dim  to  every  mind.  The  Troubles  of  Thorn  (sad 
enough  Papist-Protestant  tragedy  in  their  time),  —  who 
now  cares  to  know  of  them?  It  is  much  if  we  find  a 
hearing  for  the  poor  Salzburg  Emigrants  when  they  get 
into  Preussen  itself.  Afflicted  human  nature  ought  to 
be,  at  last,  delivered  from  the  palpably  superfluous; 
and  if  a  few  things  memorable  are  to  be  remembered, 
millions  of  things  unmemorable  must  first  be  honestly 
buried  and  forgotten!  But  to  our  affair,  —  that  of 
marking  the  chief  bubblings-up  in  the  above-said  Uni- 
versal Putrid  Fermentation,  so  far  as  they  concern  us. 
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We  already  saw  Byng  sea-fighting  in  the  Straits  of 
Messina;  that  was  part  of  Crisis  Second,  —  sequel,  in 
powder-and-ball,  of  Crisis  First,  which  had  been  in 
paper  till  then.  The  Powers  had  interfered,  by  Triple, 
by  Quadruple  Alliance,  to  quench  the  Spanish -Austrian 
Duel  (about  Apanage  for  Baby  Carlos,  and  a  quantity 
of  other  Shadows) :  "Triple  Alliance"*  was,  we  may 
say,  when  France,  England,  Holland  laboriously  sorted- 
out  terms  of  agreement  between  Kaiser  and  Termagant: 
"Quadruple'***  was  when  Kaiser,  after  much  coaxing, 
acceded,  as  fourth  party;  and  said  gloomily,  "Yes, 
then."  Byng*s  Sea-fight  was  when  Termagant  said, 
'*^No,  by  —  the  Plots  of  Alberoni!  Never  will  I,  for 
my  part,  accede  to  such  terms!"  and  attacked  the  poor 
Kaiser  in  his^Sicilies  and  elsewhere.  Byng*s  Sea-fight, 
in  aid  of  a  suffering  Kaiser  and  his  Sicilies,  in  conse- 
quence. Furthermore,  the  French  invaded  Spain,  till 
Messina  were  retaken;  nay  the  English,  by  land  too, 
made  a  dash  at  Spain,  "Descent  on  Vigo"  as  they  call 
it,  —  in  reference  to  which  take  the  following  stray 
Note: 

"That  same  year"  (1719,  year  after  Byng's  Sea-fight, 
Messina  just  about  recaptured) ,  "there  took  effect,  planned 
"by  the  vigorous  Colonel  Stanhope,  our  Minister  at  Madrid, 
"who  took  personal  share  in  the  thing,  a  *  Descent  on  Vigo,' 
"sudden  swoop-down  upon  Town  and  shipping  in  those 
"  Gallician,  north-west  regions.  Which  was  perfectly  success- 

•  4th  Janaary  1717.  *•  18th  Jaly  1718. 
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^'fdl,  —  Lord  Cobham  leading;  —  and  made  much  noi«e 
^'  among  mankind.  Filled  all  Gazettes  at  that  time :  but  now, 
''again,  is  all  fallen  silent  for  ue,  —  except  this  one  thrice- 
"insignificant  point,  That  there  was  in  it,  *in  Handy  side's 
"  'Kegiment  ,*  a  Lieutenant  of  Foot,  by  name  Sterne  j  who  had 
"left,  with  his  poor  Wife  at  Plymouth,  a  very  remarkable 
"Boy  called  Lorry,  or  Lawrence;  known  since  that  to  all 
"mankind.  When  Lorry  in  his  Life  writes ,  ' my  Father  went 
"  *  on  the  Vigo  expedition,'  readers  may  understand  this  was 
"it.  Strange  enough:  that  poor  Lieutenant  of  Foot  is  now 
"pretty  much  all  that  is  left  of  this  sublime  enterprise  upon 
"Vigo ,  in  the  memory  of  mankind ;  —  hanging  there ,  <a«  if  by 
"  a  single  hair,  till  poor  Tristram  Shandy  be  forgotten  too."  * 

In  short,  the  French  and  even  the  English  invaded 
Spain;  English  Byng  and  others  sank  Spanish  ships: 
Termagant  was  obliged  to  pack-away  her  Alberoni,  and 
give-in.  She  had  to  accede  to  "Quadruple  Alliance," 
after  all;  making  it,  so  to  speak,  a  Quintuple  one; 
making  Peace,  in  fact,**  —  general  Congress  to  be  held 
at  Cambrai  and  settle  the  details. 

Congress  of  Cambrai  met  accordingly;  in  1722, — 
"in  the  course  of  the  year,"  Delegates  slowly  raining- 
in,  —  date  not  fixable  to  a  day  or  month.  Congress 
was  "sat,"  as  we  said,  —  or,  alas,  was  only  still  en- 
deavouring to  get  seated,  and  wandering  about  among 
the  chairs,  —  when  George  L  came  to  Charlottenburg 

*  Memoirs  of  Lawrence  Sterne,  written  by  himself  for  his  DaughPer  (see 
Annual  Register,  Tear  1775,  pp.  50-53). 
«*  17th  February  1720. 
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that  evening,  October  1723,  and  snryeyed  Wilhelmina 
with  a  candle.  More  inane  Congress  never  met  in  this 
world,  nor  will  meet  Settlement  proved  so  difficult; 
all  the  more,  as  neither  of  the  quarrelling  parties  wished 
it.  Kaiser  and  Termagant,  fallen  as  if  exhausted,  had 
not  the  least  disposition  to  agree;  lay  diplomatically 
gnashing  their  teeth  at  one  another,  ready  to  fight  again 
should  strength  return.  Difficult  for  third  parties  to 
settle  on  behalf  of  such  a  pair.  Nay  at  length  the 
Kaiser's  Ostend  Company  came  to  light :  what  will  third 
parties,  Dutch  and  English  especially,  make  of  that? 

This  poor  Congress,  —  let  the  reader  fancy  it,  — 
spent  two  years  in  "arguments  about  precedencies,"  in 
mere  beatings  of  the  air;  could  not  get  seated  at  all, 
but  wandered  among  the  chairs,  till  "February  1724." 
Nor  did  it  manage  to  accomplish  any  work  whatever, 
even  then;  the  most  inane  of  Human  Congresses;  and 
memorable  on  that  account,  if  on  no  other.  There,  in 
old  stagnant  Cambrai,  through  the  third  year  and  into 
the  fourth,  were  Delegates,  Spanish,  Austrian,  English, 
Dutch,  French,  of  solemn  outfit,  with  a  big  tail  to 
each,  —  "Lord  Whitworth"  whom  I  do  not  know, 
"Lord  Polwarth"  (Earl  of  Home  that  will  be,  a  friend 
of  Pope's)  were  the  English  Principals:*  —  there,  for 
about  four  years,  were  these  poor  fellow  creatures  busied, 
baling-out  water  with  sieves.  Seen  through  the  Horn- 
Gate  of  Dreams,  the  figure  of  them  rises  almost  grand 
on  the  mind. 

A  certain  bright  young  Frenchman,  Fran9ois  Arouet, 

•  3ch511»  ii.  197, 
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—  spoiled  for  a  solid  law-career,  but  whose  (Edipe  we 
saw  triumpliiiig  in  the  Theatres,  and  who  will,  under 
the  new  name  of  Voltaire^  become  very  memorable  to 
us,  —  happened  to  be  running  towards  Holland  that 
way,  one  of  his  many  journeys  thitherward;  and  actually 
saw  this  Congress,  then  in  the  first  year  of  its  existence. 
Saw  it,  probably  dined  with  it.  A  Letter  of  his  still 
extant,  not  yet  fallen  to  the  spiders,  as  so  much  else 
has  done,  testifies  to  this  fact.  Let  us  read  part  of  it, 
the  less  despicable  part,  —  as  a  Piece  supremely  in- 
significant, yet  now  in  a  manner  the  one  surviving  Do- 
cument of  this  extraordinary  Congress;  Congress's  own 
works  and  history  having  all  otherwise  fallen  to  the 
spiders  forever.  The  Letter  is  addressed  to  Cardinal 
Dubois;  —  for  Dubois,  "with  the  face  like  a  goat,"* 
yet  lived  (first  year  of  this  Congress) ;  and  Regent  d'Or- 
l^ans  lived,  intensely  interested  here  as  third  party:  — 
and  a  goatfaced  Cardinal,  once  pimp  and  lackey,  ugliest 
of  created  souls.  Archbishop  of  this  same  Cambrai  "by 
Divine  permission"  and  favour  of  Beelzebub,  was  ca- 
pable of  promoting  a  young  fellow  if  he  chose: 

'*  To  Tds  Eminence  Cardinal  Dubois  (&om  Arouet  Junior). 

'* Cambrai,  July  1722, 

««  «  «  j^Q  are  just  arrived  in  your  City,  Monseigneur; 
"where,  I  think,  aU  the  Ambassadors  and  all  the  Cooks  in 
"Europe  have  given  one  another  rendezvous.  It  seems  as  if 
"all  the  Ministers  of  Germany  had  assembled  here  for  the 
"purpose  of  getting  their  Emperor's  health  drunk.    As  to 

*  Herzogin  von  Orleans :  Brief e. 
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<< Messieurs  the  Ambassadors  of  Spain,  one  of  them  hears  two 
'*  masses  a  day,  and  the  other  manages  the  troop  of  players. 
"The  English  Ministers"  (a  Lord  Polwarih  and  a  Lord  Whit- 
worth)  "  send  many  couriers  to  Champagne ,  and  few  to  Lon- 
"  don.  For  the  rest,  nobody  expects  your  Eminence  here;  it 
"is  not  thought  you  will  quit  the  Palais-Koyal  to  visit  the 
"  sheep  of  your  flock  in  these  parts,"  —  no  I  —  "It  would  be 
"  too  bad  for  your  Eminence  and  for  us  all.  *  *  Think  some- 
" times,  Monseigneur,  of  a  man  who"  —  regards  your  goat> 
faced  Eminence  as  a  beautiful  ingenious  creature ;  and  such 
a  hand  in  conversation  as  never  was.  "  The  one  thing  I  will 
"  ask"  of  your  goatfaced  Eminence  "at  Paris  will  be ,  to  have 
"the  goodness  to  talk  to  me."*       *  *  *  * 

Alas,  alas!  —  The  more  despicable  portions  of  this 
Letter  we  omit,  as  they  are  not  history  of  the  Congress, 
but  of  Arouet  Junior  on  the  shady  side.  So  much  will 
testify  that  this  Congress  did  exist;  that  its  wiggeries 
and  it  were  not  always,  what  they  now  are,  part  of  a 
nightmAre-vision  in  Human  History.  — 

Elizabeth  Famese,  seeing  at  what  rate  the  Congress 
of  Cambrai  sped,  lost  all  patience  with  it;  and  getting 
more  and  more  exasperations  there,  at  length  employed 
one  Bipperda,  a  purprising  Dutch  Black -Artist  whom 
she  now  had  for  Minister,  to  pull  the  floor  from  beneath 
it  (so  to  speak),  and  send  it  home  in  that  manner. 
Which  Bipperda  did.  An  appropriate  enough  cata- 
strophe, comfortable  to  the  reader;  upon  which  perhaps 
lie  will  not  grudge  to  read  still  another  word? 

*  (Ewretde  Voltaire,  97  vols.  (Paris,  1825-1884),  Uviii.  95, 96. 
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Congress  of  Camhrcd  gets  the  floor  puUed  from  under  it. 

Termagant  Elizabeth  had  now  one  Sipperda  for 
Minister;  a  surprising  Dutch  adventurer,  once  secretary 
of  some  Dutch  embassy  at  Madrid;  who,  discerning 
how  the  land  lay,  had  broken-loose  &om  that  subaltern 
career,  had  changed  his  religion,  insinuated  himself  into 
Elizabeth^s  royal  favour;  and  was  now  "Duke  de  Bip- 
perda,"  and  a  diplomatic  bulldog  of  the  first  quality, 
full  of  mighty  schemes  and  hopes;  in  brief,  a  new  Al- 
beroni  to  the  Termagant  Queen.  This  Eipperda  had 
persuaded  her  (the  third  year  of  our  inane  Congress 
now  running  out,  to  no  purpose),  That  he,  if  he  were 
sent  direct  to  Vienna,  could  reconcile  the  Kaiser  to  her 
Majesty,  and  bring  them  to  Treaty,  independently  of 
Congresses.  He  was  sent  accordingly,  in  all  privacy; 
had  reported  himself  as  labouring  there,  with  the  best 
outlooks,  for  some  while  past;  when,  still  early  in  1725, 
there  occurred  oh  the  part  of  France,  —  where  Eegent 
d^Orl^ans  was  now  dead ,  and  new  politics  had  come  in 
vogue,  —  that  "sending  back"  of  the  poor  little  Spanish 
Infanta,  *  and  marrying  of  young  Louis  XV.  elsewhere, 
which  drove  Elizabeth  and  the  Court  of  Spain,  not  un- 
naturally, into  a  very  delirium  of  indignation. 

Why  they  sent  the  poor  little  Lady  home  on  those 
shocking  terms?  It  seems  there  was  no  particular  rea- 
son,  except  that  French  Louis  was  now  about  fifteen, 

•  "6th  April  1725,   quitted  Parle**  (Barbler,   Journal  du  Rigne  de 
Louis  XV,  i.218). 
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and  little  Spanish  Theresa  was  only  eight;  and  that, 
under  Due  de  Bourbon,  the  new  Premier,  and  none  of 
the  wisest,  there  was,  express  or  implicit,  ^'an  ardent 
wish  to  see  royal  progeny  secured."  For  which,  of 
course,  a  wife  of  eight  years  would  not  answer.  So 
she  was  returned;  and  even  in  a  blundering  way,  it  is 
said,  —  the  French  Ambassador  at  Madrid  having  pre- 
faced his  communication,  not  with  light  adroit  preludings 
of  speech,  but  with  a  tempest  of  tears  and  howling  la- 
mentations, as  if  that  were  the  way  to  conciliate  King 
Philip  and  his  Termagant  Elizabeth.  Transport  of  in- 
dignation was  the  natural  consequence  on  their  part; 
order  to  every  Frenchman  to  be  across  the  border  within, 
say  eight-and-forty  hours;  rejection  forever  of  all  French 
mediation  at  Cambrai  or  elsewhere;  question  to  the 
English,  "Will  you  mediate  for  us,  then?"  To  which 
the  answer  being  merely  "Hm!"  with  looks  of  delay, — 
order  by  express  to  Ripperda,  to  make  straightway  a 
bargain  with  the  Kaiser;  almost  any  bargain,  so  it 
were  made  at  once.  Ripperda  made  a  bargain:  Treaty 
of  Vienna,  30th  April  1725:*  "Titles  and  Shadows 
"each  of  us  shall  keep  for  his  own  lifetime,  then  they 
"shall  drop.  As  to  realities  again,  to  Parma  and  Pia- 
"cenza  among  the  rest,  let  these  be  as  in  the  Treaty 
"of  Utrecht;  arrangeable  in  the  lump;  —  and  indeed, 
"of  Parma  and  Piacenza  perhaps  the  less  we  say,  the 
"better  at  present"  This  was,  in  substance,  Ripperda'e 
Treaty;  the  Third  great  Eurpean  travail -throe,  or 
change  of  colour  in  the  long-su£Pering  lobster.  Whereby, 

»  SohCn,  11.201;  Coxe,  Walpolc,  V.'i&Vi^^i 
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of  course,  the  Congress  of  Cambrai  did  straiglitway 
disappear,  the  floor  miraculously  vanisliiiig  under  it; 
and  sinks,  —  far  below  human  eye-reach  by  this  time, — 
towards  the  Bottomless  Pool,  ever  since.  Such  was  the 
beginning,  such  the  end  of  that  Congress,  which  Arouet 
leJeune^  in  1722,  saw  as  a  contemporary  Fact,  drinking 
champagne  in  ramilies  wigs,  and  arranging  comedies 
for  itself. 

France  and  the  Britannic  Majesty  trim  the  ship  ogam: 
How  Friedrich  Wilhelm  came  into  it.  Treaty  of 
Hanover^  1725. 

The  publication  of  this  Treaty  of  Vienna  (SOiih 
April  1725),  —  miraculous  disappearance  of  the  Con- 
gress of  Cambrai  by  withdrawal  of  the  floor  from  under 
it,  and  close  union  of  the  Courts  of  Spain  and  Vienna 
as  the  outcome  of  its  slow  labours,  —  filled  Europe, 
and  chiefly  the  late  mediating  Powers,  with  amazement, 
anger,  terror.  Made  Europe  lurch  suddenly  to  the 
other  side,  as  we  phrased  it,  —  other  gunwale  now 
under  water.  Wherefore,  inJEeaven's  name,  trim  your 
ship  again,  if  possible,  ye  high  mediating  Powers. 
This  the  mediating  Powers  were  laudably  alert  to  do. 
Due  de  Bourbon,  and  his  young  King  about  to  marry, 
were  of  pacific  tendencies;  anxious  for  the  Balance: 
■still  more  was  Fleury,  who  succeeded  Due  de  Bourbon. 
Cardinal  Fleury  (with  his  Pupil  Louis  XV.  under  him, 
producing  royal  progeny  and  nothing  worse  or  b^Uftyt 
as  yet)  began,  next  year,  his  long  sa^x^Taajcry  Vjx^x«s^^\ 

Carlyle,  Frederic  the  Great.  11,  ^^ 
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an  aged  reverend  gentleman,  of  sly,  delicately  can- 
ning ways,  and  disliking  war,  as  George  I.  did,  unless 
when  forced  on  bim:  now  and  henceforth,  no  mediating 
power  jnore  anxious  than  France  to  have  the  ship 
in  trim. 

G^xge  and  Bourbon  laid  their  heads  together, 
deeply  pondering  this  little  less  than  awful  state  of  the 
Tetiestrial  Balance;  and  in  about  six  months  they,  in 
their  quiet  way,  suddenly  camo-out  with  a  Fom-th 
CrifliB  on  the  astonished  populations,  so  as  to  right  the 
ship^B  trim  again,  and  more.  "Treaty  of  Hanover," 
this  was  their  unexpected  manoeuvre;  done  quietly  at 
BJerrenhausen,  when  his  Majesty  next  went  across  for 
the  Hanover  hunting  season.  Mere  hunting:  —  but  the 
diplomatists,  as  well  as  the  beagles,  were  all  in  readi- 
ness there.  Even  Friedrich  Wilhelm,  ostensibly  intent 
on  hunting,  was  come  over  tliither,  his  abstruse  Hgens, 
with  their  inkhoms,  escorting  him:  Friedrich  Wilhelm, 
hunting  in  unexpected  sort,  was  persuaded  to  sign  this 
Treaty;  which  makes  it  unusually  interesting  to  us. 
An  exceptional  procedure  on  the  part  of  Friedrich  Wil- 
helm, who  beyond  all  Sovereigns  stays  well  at  home, 
careless  of  affairs  that  are  not  his:  —  procedure  be- 
tokening cordiality  at  Hanover;  and  of  good  omen  for 
the  Double-Marriage? 

Yes,  surely;  —  and  yet  something  more,  on  Fried- 
rich Wilhelm's  part.  His  rights  on  the  Cleve-Jtllich 
Countries;  reversion  of  Jtilich  and  Berg,  once  Karl 
Philip  shall  decease:  —  perhaps  these  high  Powers, 
for   a  consideration,    will  guarantee  one^s  undoubted 
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rights  there?  It  is  understood  they  gave  promises  of 
this  kind,  not  too  specific.  Kay  we  hear  farther  a 
curious  thing:  *' France  and  England,  looking  for  im- 
" mediate  war  with  the  Kaiser,  advised  Friedrich  Wil- 
'^helm  to  assert  his  rights  on  Silesia/'  Which  would 
have  heen  an  important  procedure!  Friedrich  Wilhelm, 
it  is  added,  had  actual  thoughts  of  it;  the  Kaiser,  in 
those  matters  of  the  Eitter-Dienst,  of  the  Heidelberg 
Protestants^  and  wherever  a  chance  was,  had  been  un- 
friendly, little  less  than  insultiug,  to  Friedrich  Wilhelm: 
"Give  me  one  single  Hanoverian  brigade,  to  show  that 
you  go  along  with  me!"  said  his  Prussian  Majesty;  — 
but  the  Britannic  never  altogether  would.* 

Certain  it  is,  Friedrich  Wilhelm  signed:  a  man  with 
such  Fighting- Apparatus  as  to  be  important  in  a  Han- 
over Treaty.  "Balance  of  Power,  they  tell  me,  is  in 
a  dreadful  way:  certainly  if  one  can  help  the  Balance 
a  little,  why  not?  But  Jiilich  and  Berg,  one's  own 
outlook  of  reversion  there,  that  is  the  point  to  be  at- 
tended to:  —  Balance,  I  believe,  will  somehow  shift 
for  itself!"  On  these  principles,  Friedrich  Wilhelm 
signed,  while  ostensibly  hunting.**  Treaty  of  Hanover, 
which  was  to  trim  the  ship  again,  or  even  to  make  it 
heel  the  other  way,  dates  itself  3d  September  1725, 
and  is  of  this  purport:  "We  three,  France,  England, 
Prussia  to  stand-by  each  other  as  one  man,  in  case 
any  of  us  is  attacked,  —  will  invite  Holland,  Den- 
^^rnark,  Sweden  and  every  pacific  Sovereignty  to  join 

•  (Etivreade  Fridiric,  i.  158. 
**  Fassmann,  p.  868;  FOrster,  VrkHnienhnch ,  p.  67* 
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"qs  in  Buch  convention,"  —  as  they  all  gradually  did, 
liad  Eriedrich  Wilhelm  bnt  stood  finn. 

For  it  is  a  state  of  the  Balances  little  less  than 
awfoL  Hiunonr  goes  that,  by  the  Ripperda  bargain, 
fiatal  to  mankind,  Don  Carlos  was  to  get  the  beautiful 
young  Maria  Theresa  to  wife:  that  would  settle  the 
Parma-Piacenza  business  and  some  others;  that  would 
be  a  compensation  with  a  witness!  Spain  and  Austria 
united,  as  in  Karl  V.'s  time;  or  perhaps  some  Succes- 
sion "War,  or  worse,  to  fight  over  again!  — 

rieury  and  George,  as  Due  de  Bourbon  and  Greorge 
had  done,  though  both  pacific  gentlemen,  brandished 
weapons  at  the  Kaiser;  strongly  admonishing  him  to 
become  less  formidable,  or  it  would  be  worse  for  him. 
Possible  indeed,  in  such  a  shadow-hunting,  shadow- 
bunted  hour!  Fleuiy  and  George  stand  looking  with 
intense  anxieiy  into  a  certain  spectral  something,  which 
they  call  the  Balance  of  Power;  no  end  to  their  exor- 
cisms in  that  matter.  Truly,  if  each  of  the  Royal 
Majesties  and  Serene  Highnesses  would  attend  to  his 
own  affairs,  —  doing  his  utmost  to  better  his  own  land 
and  people,  in  earthly  and  in  heavenly  respects,  a 
little,  —  he  would  find  it  infinitely  profitabler  for  him- 
self and  others.  And  the  Balance  of  Power  would 
settle,  in  that  case,  as  the  laws  of  gravity  ordered: 
which  is  its  one  method  of  settling,  after  all  diploma- 
cy! —  Fleury  and  George,  by  their  manifestoing,  still 
more  by  their  levying  of  men,  George  I.  shovelling-out 
bis  English  subsidies  as  usual,  created  deadly  qualms 
in  the  Kaiser;  who  still  found  it  unpleasant  to  "admit 


CHAP,  m.]  THE  SEVEN  EUROPEAN  CRISES.  326 


1725. 


Spanish  Garrisons  in  Parma;'*  but  found  likewise  his 
Termagant  Friend  inexorably  positive  on  that  score; 
and  knew  not  what  would  become  of  him,  if  he  had 
to  try  fighting,  and  the  Sea-Powers  refused  him  cash 
to  do  it. 

Hereby  was  the  ship  trimmed,  and  more;  ship  now 
lurching  to  the  other  side  again.  George  I.  goes  sub- 
sidying  Hessians,  Danes;  sounding  manifestoes,  beating 
drums,  in  an  alarming  maj^ier:  and  the  Kaiser,  except 
it  were  in  Russia,  with  the  new  Czarina  Catherine  I. 
(that  brown  little  woman,  now  become  Czarina*,  finds 
no  ally  to  speak  of  An  unlucky,  spectre-hunting, 
spectre-hunted  Kaiser;  who,  amid  so  many  drums,  ma- 
nifestoes, menaces,  is  now  rolling  eyes  that  witness 
everywhere  considerable  dismay.  This  is  the  Fourtih 
grand  Crisis  of  Europe;  crisis  or  travail-throe  of  Nature, 
bringing-forth,  and  unable  to  do  it.  Baby  Carlos's 
Apanage  and  the  Pragmatic  Sanction.  Fourth  conspi- 
cuous change  of  colour  to  the  universal  lobster,  getting 
itself  boiled  on  those  sad  terms,  for  twenty  years.  For 
its  sins,  we  need  not  doubt;  for  its  own  long-continued 
cowardices,  sloths  and  greedy  follies,  as  well  as  those 
of  Kaiser  Karl!  — 

At  this  Fourth  change  we  will  gladly  leave  the 
matter,  for  a  time;  much  wishing  it  might  be  forever. 
Alas,  as  if  that  were  possible  to  us!  Meanwhile,  let 
afflicted  readers,  looking  before  and  after,  readier  to 

*  8th  February  1725.    Treaty  with  Kaiser  (6th  Aagnst  1726)  went  to 
nothing  on  her  death,  11th  May  1727, 
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forget  than  to  remember  in  sudi  a  case,  accept  this 
Note,  or  Bmnmaiy  of  all  the  Seven  together,  by  way 
of  help: 

"  Travatl'throee  of  Nature  for  Baby  Carloads  Italian 
Apanage;  Seven  in  nwriber, 

"1®.  Triple  Alliance,  English,  Dutch,  French  (4th  January 
"1717),  saying,  *Peace,  then!  No  Alberoni-plotting;  no  Duel- 
"  *  fighting  permitted ! '  Same  Powers ,  next  year ,  proposing 
"Terms  of  Agreement;  Kaiser  gloomily  accepting  them; 
"which  makes  it  Quadruple  Alliance  (18tJi  July  1718) ;  Ter- 
"magant  indignantly  refusing, — with  attack  on  the  Kaiser's 
"Sicilies. 

"  2^.  First  Sputter  of  War ;  Byng*s  Sea-fight,  and  the  other 
"jMfessures,  compelling  Termagant;  Peace  (26th  January 
"1720);  Congress  of  Cambrai  to  settle  the  Apanage  and  other 
"points. 

"3®.  Congress  of  Cambrai,  a  weariness  to  gods  and  men, 
"gets  the  floor  pulled  from  under  it  (Ripperda's  feat,  30th 
"April  1725);  so  that  Kaiser  and  Termagant  stand  ranked 
"together,  Apanage  wrapt  in  mystery,  —  to  the  terror  of 
<<  mankind. 

"4».  Treaty  of  Hanover  (France,  England,  Prussia, 
"  3d  September  1725)  restores  the  Balances ,  and  more.  War 
"  imminent    Prussia  privately  falls-off ,"  —  as  we  shall  see. 

[These  first  Four  lie  behind  us,  at  this  point;  but  there  are  Three  others 
atiU  t^ad,  which  we  cannot  hope  to  escape  altogether;  —  namely.-] 

"5«.  Second  Sputter  of  War:  Termagant  besieges  Gib- 
"raltar  (4th  March  1727  —  6th  March  1728):  Peace  at  that 
"latter  date;  —  Congress  of  Soissons  to  settle  the  Apanage 
<<  and  other  points ,  as  formerly. 
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<<  6».  Congress  of  Soiasons  (14th  June  1728  —  9tli  Novom- 
"ber  1729),  as  formerly,  cannot  in  the  least:  Tennagant 
"whispers  England;  —  there  is  Treaty  of  BevOlo  (9th  No- 
'^vember  1729),  France  and  England  undertaking  for  the 
'^Apanage.  Congress  vanishes ;  Kaiser  is  loft  solitary ,  with 
"  the  shadow  of  Pragmatic  Sanction ,  in  the  night  of  tilings. 
''Pause  of  an  awful  nature:  —  but  Fleury  docs  not  YumU'm 
"with  the  Apanage,  as  promised.     Whereupon,  at  length, 

"7».  Treaty  of  Vienna  (16th  March  1731):  Soa-Powers, 
''leading  Termagant  by  the  hand,  Sea-Powers  and  no  France, 
"unite  with  Kaiser  again,  according  to  the  old  laws  of 
"Nature;  —  and  Baby  Carlos  gets  his  Apanage,  in  dne 
"course ; "  —  but  does  not  rest  content  with  it.  Mamma  nor  he, 
very  long! 

Huge  spectres  and  absurd  bugaboos,  stalking 
throogh  the  brain  of  dull  thoughtU^g  pusillanimoiui 
mankind,  do,  to  a  terrible  extent,  tumble  hither  suA 
thither,  and  cause  to  lurch  from  side  Vj  side,  their  ship 
of  state,  and  all  that  h  embarke^l  there  —  hreakffut-UUfU:^ 
among  other  thin^.  X^ivertheless ,  if  th<;y  wer«i  oiily 
bugaboos,  and  mere  .Sbadowis  cjma^A  by  lin fArhd  \iAwi- 
lanterns  in  the  general  N'i^ht  of  t}j<?  world,  ought 
they  to  be  spoken-of  in  the  Ikinlly,  whfca  avoidabk? 
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CHAPTER  IV. 

DOUBLE-HAKRIAGE  TREATY  CANNOT  BE  SIGNED. 

HiTHEBTO  the  world-tides,  and  ebbs  and  flows  of 
external  Politics,  had,  by  accident,  rather  forwarded 
than  hindered  the  Double-Marriage.  In  the  rear  of 
such  a  Treaty  of  Hanover,  triumphantly  righting  the 
European  Balances  by  help  of  Friedrich  Wilhelm,  one 
might  have  hoped  this  little  domestic  Treaty  would, 
at  last,  get  itself  signed.  Queen  Sophie  did  hasten-off 
to  Hanover,  directly  after  her  Husband  had  left  it 
under  those  favourable  aspects:  but  Papa  again 
proved  unmanageable;  the  Treaty  could  not  be  a- 
chieved. 

Alas,  and  why  not?  Parents  and  Children,  on  both 
sides,  being  really  desirous  of  it,  what  reason  is  there 
but  it  should  in  due  time  come  to  perfection,  and, 
without  annihilating  Time  and  Space,  make  four  lovers 
happy?  No  reason.  Rubs  doubtless  had  arisen  since 
that  Visit  of  George  I.,  discordant  procedures,  chiefly 
about  Friedrich  Wilhelm's  recruiting  operations  in  the 
Hanover  territory,  as  shall  be  noted  by  and  by:  but 
these  the  ever-wakeful  enthusiasm  of  Queen  Sophie, 
who  had  set  her  whole  heart  with  a  female  fixity  on 
this  Double -Marriage  Project,  had  smoothed -down 
again:  and  now,  Papa  and  Husband  being  so  blessedly 
united  in  their  World-Politiea^  -why  n.ot  sign  the  Mar- 
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riage  Treaty?  Honoured  Majesty-Papa,  wjiy  not!  — 
"Tush,  child,  you  do  not  understand.  In  these  tre- 
mendous  circumstances,  the  celestial  Sign  o£  iiiQ  Balance 
just  about  canting,  and  the  Obliquity  of  the  Ecliptic 
like  to  alter,  how  can  one  think  of  little  marriages? 
Wait  till  the  Obliquity  of  the  Ecliptic  come  steadily  to 
its  old  pitch!"  — 

Truth  is,  George  was  in  general  of  a  slow,  solemn, 
Spanish  turn  of  manners;  "intolerably  proud,  too, 
since  he  got  that  English  dignity,"  says  Wilhelmina: 
he  seemed  always  tacitly  to  look-down  on  Eriediich 
Wilhelm,  as  if  the  Prussian  Majesty  were  a  kind  of  in- 
ferior clownish  King  in  comparison.  It  is  certain  he 
showed  no  eagerness  to  get  the  Treaty  perfected. 
Again  and  again,  when  specially  applied-to  by  Queen 
Sophie,  on  Friedrich  Wilhelm's  order,  he  intimated 
only:  "It  was  a  fixed  thing,  but  not  to  be  hurried,  — 
English  Parliaments  were  concerned  in  it,  the  parties 
were  still  young,"  and  so  on;  —  after  which  brief 
answer  he  would  take  you  to  the  window,  and  ask, 
"If  you  did  not  think  the  Herrenhausen  Gardens  and 
their  Leibnitz  waterworks,  and  clipped  beech- walls, 
were  rather  fine?"* 

In  fact,  the  English  Parliaments,  from  whom  money 
was  so  often  demanded  for  our  fat  Improper  Darling- 
tons,  lean  Improper  Kendals  and  other  royal  occasions, 
would  naturally  have  to  make  a  marriage-revenue  for 
this  fine  Grandson  of  ours,  —  Grandson  ffred,  who  is 
now  a  young  lout  of  eighteen;  leading  an  ^^tt^o^j^ 

•  Pd'ilnitz,  Memoiren,  U.  2W,^^%,  4L<i. 
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dissolute  life,  they  say,  at  Hanover;  and  by  no  means 
the  most  beautiful  of  mortals,  either  he  or  the  foolish 
little  Father  of  him,  to  our  old  sad  heart.  They  can 
wait,  they  can  wait!  said  George  always. 

But  undoubtedly  he  did  intend  that  both  Marriages 
should  take  effect:  only  he  was  slow;  and  the  more 
you  hurried  him,  perhaps  the  slower.  He  would  have 
perfected  the  Treaty  "next  year,"  say  the  Authorities; 
meant  to  do  so,  if  well  let  alone:  but  Townshend  whis- 
pered withal,  "Better  not  urge  him."  Surly  George 
was  always  a  man  of  his  word;  no  treachery  intended 
by  him,  towards  Friedrich  Wilhelm  or  any  man.  It  is 
very  dear,  moreover,  that  Friedrich  Wilhelm,  in  this 
Autumn  1725,  was,  and  was  like  to  be,  of  high  im- 
portance to  King  George;  a  man  not  to  be  angered  by 
dishonourable  treatment,  had  such  otherwise  been 
likely  on  Greorge's  part  Nevertheless  George  did  not 
sign  the  Treaty  "next  year"  either,  —  such  things 
having  intervened;  nor  the  next  year  after  that,  for 
reasons  tragically  good  on  the  latter  occasion! 

These  delays  about  the  Double -Marriage  Treaty 
are  not  a  pleasing  feature  of  it  to  Friedrich  Wilhelm; 
who  is  very  capable  of  being  hurt  by  slights;  who,  at 
any  rate,  dislikes  to  have  loose  thrums  flying-about,  or 
that  the  business  of  today  should  be  shoved-over  upon 
tomorrow.  And  so  Queen  Sophie  has  her  own  sore 
difficulties;  driven  thus  between  the  Barbarians  (that  is, 
her  Husband),  and  the  deep  Sea  (that  is,  her  Father), 
to  and  &o.     Nevertheless,    since   all   parties   to   the 
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matter  wished  it,  Sophie  and  the  younger  parties  getting 
even  enthusiastic  about  it;  and  since  the  matter  itself 
was  good,  agreeable  so  far  to  Prussia  and  England, 
to  Protestant  Germany  and  to  Heaven  and  Earth,  — 
might  not  Sophie  confidently  hope  to  vanquish  these 
and  other  difficulties;  and  so  bring  all  things  to  a 
happy  close? 

Had  it  not  been  for  the  Imperial  Shadow-huntings, 
and  this  rickety  condition  of  the  celestial  Balance! 
Alas,  the  outer  elements  interfered  with  Queen  Sophie 
in  a  singular  manner.  Huge  foreign  world-movements, 
springing  from  Vienna  and  a  spectre-haunted  Kaiser, 
and  spreading  like  an  avalanche  over  all  the  Earth, 
snatched-up  this  little  Double-Marriage  question;  tore 
it  along  with  them,  reeling  over  precipices,  one  knew 
not  whitherward,  at  such  a  rate  as  was  seldom  seen 
before.  Scarcely  in  the  Minerva  Press  is  there  re- 
cord of  such  surprising,  infinite  and  inextricable  ob- 
structions to  a  wedding  or  a  double -wedding.  Time 
and  space,  which  cannot  be  annihilated  to  make  two 
lovers  happy,  were  here  turned  topsyturvy,  as  it 
were,  to  make  four  lovers,  —  four,  or  at  the  very 
least  three,  for  Wilhelmina  will  not  admit  she  was 
ever  the  least  in  love,  not  she,  poor  soul,  either  with 
loose  Fred  or  his  English  out-looks,  —  four  young 
creatures,  and  one  or  more  elderly  persons,  superlative- 
ly wretched;  and  even,  literally  enough,  to  do  all 
but  kill  some  of  them. 

What  is  noteworthy  too,  it  proved  wholly  inane, 
this  huge  world-ocean  of  Intrigues  and  Imperial  Necro- 
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mancy;  ran-dry  at  last  into  absolute  nothing  even  for 
the  Kaiser,  and  might  as  well  not  have  been.  And 
Mother  and  Father,  on  the  Prussian  side,  were  driven 
to  despair,  and  pretty  nearly  to  delirium  by  it; 
and  our  poor  young  Fritz  got  tormented,  scourged, 
and  throttled  in  body  and  in  soul  by  it,  till  he  grew 
to  loathe  the  light  of  the  sun,  and  in  fact  looked 
soon  to  have  quitted  said  light  at  one  stage  of  the 
business. 

We  are  now  approaching  Act  Second  of  the  Double- 
Marriage,  where  Imperial  Ordnance-Master  Graf  von 
Seckendorf,  a  Black -Artist  of  supreme  quality,  des- 
patched from  Vienna  on  secret  errand,  "crosses  the 
Palace  Esplanade  at  Berlin  on  a  summer  evening  of 
the  year  1726;"  and  evokes  all  the  demons  on  our 
little  Crown-Prince  and  those  dear  to  him.  We  must 
first  say  something  of  an  important  step,  shortly  ante- 
cedent thereto,  which  occurred  in  the  Crown-Prince's 
educational  course. 
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DOUBLE-MABRIAGE  PROJECT,  AND  WHAT  ELEMENT 

IT    PELL    INTO. 

(Continued.) 
CHAPTER  V. 

CROWN-PRINCE  GOES  INTO  THE  POTSDAM   GUARDS. 

Amid  such  commotion  of  the  foreign  elements  and 
the  domestic,  an  importaij^t  change  occurs  in  the  Crown- 
Prince's  course  of  schooling.  It  is  decided  that,  what- 
ever be  his  progress  in  the  speculative  branches,  it  is 
time  he  should  go  into  the  Army,  and  practically 
learn  soldiering.  In  his  fourteenth  year,  3d  May 
1725,*  not  long  before  the  Treaty  of  Hanover,  he 
was  formally  named  Captain,  by  Papa  in  War-Council. 
Grenadier  Guards,  Potsdam  Life-guards,  to  be  the 
regiment;  and  next  year  he  is  nominated  Major,  and, 
a  vacancy  occurring,  appointed  to  begin  actual  duty. 
It  is  on  the  "20th  of  August  1726  that  he  first  leads- 
out  his  battalion  to  the  muster,"  on  those  terms.  His 
age  is  not  yet  fifteen,  by  four  months;  — •  a  very 
tiny  Major  among  those  Potsdam  giants;  but  by  rank, 

*  Prenss,  I.  27;  and  Buck  /iSr  Jedermann  (a  minor  Book  of  his,  on  th« 
game  subject,  Berlin,  1837),  ii.  13. 

Carlyle ,  Frederic  the  Great,  IIL  1 
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we  observe,  lie  rides*,  and  his  horse  is  doubtless  of  the 
due  height  And  so  the  tiny  Cadet -drillings  have 
ended;  long  Files  of  Giants,  splendent  in  gold -lace 
and  grenadier-caps,  have  succeeded;  and  earnest  work 
instead  of  mimic,  in  that  matter,  has  begun. 

However  it  may  have  fared  with  his  other  sdiool- 
lessons,  here  now  is  a  school-form  he  is  advanced  to, 
in  which  there  will  be  no  resource  but  learning.  Bad 
spelling  might  be  overlooked  by  those  that  had  charge 
of  it;  bad  drilling  is  not  permissible  on  any  terms. 
We  need  not  doubt  the  Crown-Prince  did  his  soldier- 
duty  faithftilly,  and  learned  in  every  point  the  conduct 
of  an  officer:  penalty  as  of  Khadamanthus  waited  upon 
all  failure  there.  That  he  liked  it,  is  by  no  means 
said;  he  much  disliked  it,  and  his  disgusts  were  many. 
An  airy  young  creature;  —  and  it  was  in  this  time, 
to  give  one  instance,  that  that  shearing  of  his  locks 
occurred,  which  was  spoken-of  above,  where  the  Court- 
Chirurgus  proved  so  merciful.  To  clog  the  winged 
Psyche  in  ever-returning  parade-routine  and  military 
pipeclay,  —  it  seems  very  cruel.  But  it  is  not  to 
be  altered:  in  spite  of  one's  disgusts,  the  dull  work, 
to  the  last  item  of  it,  has  daily  to  be  done.  Which 
proved  infinitely  beneficial  to  the  Crown-Prince,  after 
all.  Hereby,  to  his  Athenian-French  elegancies,  and 
airy  promptitudes  and  brilliancies,  there  shall  lie  as 
basis  an  adamantine  Spartanism  and  Stoicism;  very 
rare,  but  very  indispensable,  for  such  a  superstructure. 
Well  exemplified,  through  after-life,  in  this  Crown- 
Prince. 
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Of  the  Potsdam  Giants^  as  a  Fact, 

E[is  regiment  was  the  Potsdam  Grenadier  Guard; 
that  unique  giant  regiment,  of  which  the  world  has 
heard  so  much  in  a  vague  half-mythical  way.  The 
giant-regiment  was  not  a  Myth,  however,  but  a  big- 
boned  expensive  Fact,  tramping  very  hard  upon  the 
earth  at  one  time,  though  now  gone  all  to  the  ghostly  ^ 
state.  As  it  was  a  Class-Booh^  so  to  speak,  of  our 
Friedrich's,  —  Class-Book  (printed  in  huge  type)  for 
a  certain  branch  of  his  schooling,  the  details  of  which 
are  so  dim,  though  the  general  outcome  of  it  proved 
so  unforgettable,  —  readers,  apart  from  their  curiosity 
otherwise,  may  as  well  take  a  glimpse  of  it  on  this 
occasion.  Vanished  now,  and  grown  a  Giant  Phantom, 
the  like  of  it  hardly  again  to  be  in  this  world ;  and  by 
acci4ent,  the  very  smallest  Figure  ever  ranked  in  it 
makes  it  memorable  there!  — 

With  a  wise  instinct,  Friedrich  Wilhelm  had  dis- 
cerned that  all  things  in  Prussia  must  point  towards 
his  Army;  that  his  Army  was  the  heart  and  pith;  the 
State  being  the  tree,  every  branch  and  leaf  bound, 
after  its  sort,  to  be  nutritive  and  productive  for  the 
Army's  behoof  That,  probably  for  any  Nation  in  the 
longrun,  and  certainly  for  the  Prussian  Nation  straight- 
way, life  or  death  depends  on  the  Army:  Friedrich 
Wilb elm's  head,  in  an  inarticulate  manner,  was  full  of 
this  just  notion;  and  all  his  life  was  spent  in  organising 
it  to  a  practical  fact.     The  more  of  potential  battle, 

1* 
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the  more  of  life  is  in  us:  a  maximum  of  potential  battle, 
therefore;  and  let  it  be  the  optimum  in  quality  I  How 
Friedrich  Wilhelm  cared,  day  and  night,  with  all  his 
heart  and  all  his  soul,  to  bring  his  Army  to  the  su- 
preme pitch,  we  have  often  heard:  and  the  more  we 
look  into  his  ways,  the  more  we  are  impressed  with 
that  fact.  It  was  the  central  thing  for  him;  all  other 
things  circulating  towards  it,  deriving  from  it:  no  la- 
bour too  great,  and  none  too  little,  to  be  undergone 
for  such  an  object.  He  watched  over  it  like  an  Argus, 
with  eyes  that  reached  everywhere.  Discipline  shall 
be  as  exact  as  Euclid;  —  short  of  perfection  we  do 
not  stop!  Discipline  and  ever  better  discipline;  en- 
forcement of  the  rule  in  all  points,  improvement  of  the 
rule  itself  where  possible,  were  the  great  Drill-sergeant's 
continual  care.  Daily  had  some  loop  fallen,  which 
might  have  gone  ravelling  far  enough;  but  daily  was 
he  there  to  pick  it  up  again,  and  keep  the  web  unrent 
and  solidly  progressive. 

We  said,  it  was  the  "poetic  ideal"  of  Friedrich 
Wilhelm;  who  is  a  dumb  poet  in  several  particulars, 
—  and  requires  the  privileges  of  genius  from  those 
that  read  his  dumb  poem.  It  must  be  owned  he  rises 
into  the  fantastic  here  and  there;  and  has  crotchets  of 
ultra-perfection  for  his  Army,  which  are  not  rational 
at  all.  Crotchets  that  grew  ever  madder,  the  farther 
he  followed  them.  This  Life-guard  Regiment  of  foot, 
for  instance,  in  which  the  Crown-Prince  now  is,  — 
Friedrich  Wilhelm  got  it  in  his  Father's  time,  no  doubt 
a  regiment  then  of  fair  qualities;   and  he  has   kept 
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drilling  it,  improving  it,  as  poets  polish  stanzas,  iin- 
weariedly  ever  since:  —  and  see  now  wliat  it  has 
grown  to!  A  Potsdam  Giant  Kegiment,  such  as  the 
world  never  saw,  before  or  since.  Three  Battalions  of 
them,  —  two  always  here  at  Potsdam  doing  formal 
life-guard  duty,  the  third  at  Brandenburg  on  drill; 
800  to  the  Battalion,  —  2400  sons  of  Anak  in  all. 
Sublime  enough,  hugely  perfect  to  the  royal  eye,  such 
a  mass  of  shining  giants,  in  their  long-drawn  regularities 
and  mathematical  manceuvrings,  —  like  some  streak  of 
Promethean  lightning,  realised  here  at  last,  in  the  vul- 
gar dusk  of  things ! 

Truly  they  are  men  supreme  in  discipline,  in  beauty 
of  equipment:   and  the  shortest  man  of  them  rises,   I 
think,  towards  seven  feet,  some  are  nearly  nine  feet 
high.  Men  from  all  countries;  a  hundred  and  odd  come 
annually,  as  we  saw,  from  Russia,  —  a  very  precious 
windfall:  the  rest  have  been  collected,  crimped,  purchased 
out  of  every  European  country,   at  enormous  expense, 
not  to  speak  of  other  trouble  to  his  Majesty.     James 
Kirkman,   an  Irish  recruit  of  good  inches,   cost  him 
1200Z.  before  he  could  be  got  inveigled,  shipped  and 
brought   safe    to    hand.      The    documents    are  yet   in 
existence;*  and  the  Portrait  of  this  Irish  fellow-citizen 
himself,  who  is  by  no  means  a  beautiful  man.    Indeed, 
they  are  all  portrayed;   all  the  privates  of  this  distin- 
guished Regiment  are,  if  anybody  cared  to  look  at 
them.     "Redivanoff  from  Moscow"  seems  of  far  better 

«  FSrst^r:    Handbuch  der  GescMchte,    Geographie   und  Statistik  des 
Preussischen  Reichs  (Berlin,  1820),  iv.  180, 132;  —  not  in  a  very  lucid %t^\&« 


6  DOtJBLE-MAERIAGE  PROJECT  STARTED.       [bOOKV. 

1738-1736. 

bone  than  Elirkman,  though  still  more  stolid  of  aspect 
One  Hohmann,  a  bom  Prussian,  was  so  tall,  you  could 
not,  though  yourself  tall,  touch  his  bare  crown  with 
your  hand;  August  the  Strong  of  Poland  tried,  on  one 
occasion,  and  could  not  Before  Hohmann  tumed-up, 
there  had  been  "Jonas  the  Norwegian  Blacksmith,*^ 
also  a  dreadfully  tall  monster.  Giant  "Macdoll,"  — 
who  was  to  be  married ,  no  consent  asked  on  either  side, 
to  the  tall  young  woman,  which  latter  turned-out  to  be 
a  decrepit  old  woman  (all  Jest-Books  know  the  myth), 
—  he  also  was  an  Irish  Giant,  his  name  probably 
M*Dowal.*  This  Hohmann  was  now  Flugelmann  ("fiigle- 
man"  as  we  have  named  it,  leader  of  the  file),  the 
Tallest  of  the  Regiment,  a  very  mountain  of  pipeclayed 
flesh  and  bone. 

Here,  in  reference  to  one  other  of  those  poor 
Giants,  is  an  Anecdote  from  Fassmann  (who  is  very 
full  on  this  subject  of  the  Giants;  abstruse  Historical 
Fassmann,  often  painfully  cited  by  us):  a  most  small 
Anecdote,  but  then  an  indisputably  certain  one;  — 
which  brings  back  to  us,  in  a  strange  way,  the 
vanished  Time  and  its  populations;  as  the  poorest 
authentic  wooden  lucifer  may  do,  kindling  suddenly, 
and  peopling  the  void  Night  for  moments,  to  the  seeing 
eye!  — 

Fassmann ,  a  very  dark  German  literary  man ,  in  obsolete 
costume  apd  garniture,  how  living  or  what  doing  we  cannot 
guess,  found  himself  at  Paris,  gazing  about,  in  the  year  1713; 

*  FSrster:  Premsena  Helden  im  Krieg  und  Frieden  (Berlin,  1848),  i.  531; 
np  date  to  the  story,  no  evidence  what  grain  of  truth  may  be  in  it. 
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where,  among  other  things,  the  Fair  of  St.  Grermain  was 
going  on.  Loud,  large  Fair  of  St.  Germain,  "which  lasts 
from  Candlemas  to  the  Monday  before  Easter;"  and  Fass- 
mann  one  day  took  a  walk  of  contemplation  through  the 
same.  Much  noise,  gesticulation,  little  meaning.  Show- 
booths,  temporary  theatres ,  merry- andrews,  sleight-of-hand 
men;  and  a  yast  public,  drinking,  dancing,  gambling,  flirting, 
as  its  wont  is.  Nothing  new  for  us  there ;  new  only  that  it  all 
lies  five  generations  from  us  now.  Did  Hhe  Old  Pretender,* 
who  was  then  in  his  expectant  period,  in  this  same  village  of 
St.  Germain,  see  it,  too,  as  Fassmann  did?  And  Louis  XIY., 
he  is  at  Versailles ;  drooping  fast ,  very  dull  to  his  Maintenon. 
And  our  little  Fritz  in  Berlin  is  a  child  in  arms ;  —  and  the 
world  is  all  awake  as  usual,  while  Fassmann  strolls  through 
this  noisy  inanity  of  show-booths ,  in  the  year  1713. 

Strolling  along,  Fassmann  came  upon  a  certain  booth  with 
an  enormous  Picture  hung  aloft  in  front  of  it:  "Picture  of  a 
"  very  tall  man,  in  hey  due  livery,  coat  reaching  to  his  ancles, 
"in  grand  peruke,  cap  and  big  heron-plume,  with  these 
"words,  'Xe  Geant  Allemand (GeTman  Giant),*  written under- 
"neath.  Partly  from  curiosity,  partly  for  country's  sake,*' 
Fassmann  expended  twopence ;  viewed  the  gigantic  fellow- 
creature;  admits  he  had  never  seen  one  so  tall;  though 
"Bentenrieder,  the  Imperial  Diplomatist,**  thought  by  some 
to  be  the  tallest  of  men,  had  come  athwart  him  once.  This 
giant's  name  was  Miiller;  birthplace  the  neighbourhood  of 
Weissenfels;  —  "a  Saxon  like  myself.  He  had  a  small 
"  German  Wife,  not  half  his  size.  He  made  money  readily, 
"  showing  himself  about,  in  France ,  England ,  HoUand ;  **  — 
and  Fassman  went  his  way,  thinking  no  more  of  the  fellow.  — 
But  now,  continues  Fassmann : 

"  Coming  to  Potsdam,  thirteen  years  after,  in  the  spring  of 
"1726,  by  his  Majesty's  order,  to"  —  in  fact,  to  read  the 
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Newspapers  to  his  Majesty,  and  be  generally  useful,  chiefly 
in  the  Tobacco-CoUege,  as  we  shall  discover,  —  "what  was 
"my  surprise  to  And  this  same  ^  Giant  Allemand*  of  St.  Ger- 
"main  ranked  among  the  King^s  Grenadiers!  No  doubt  of 
"the  identity:  I  renewed  acquaintance  with  the  man;  his 
"little  German  Wife  was  dead;  but  he  had  got  an  EngUsh 
"one  instead,  an  uncommonly  shifty  creature.  They  had  a 
"neat  little  dwelling-house"  (as  most  of  the  married  giants 
had),  "near  the  Palace:  here  the  Wife  sold  beer"  (brandy 
not  permissible  on  ahy  terms),  "  and  lodged  travellers;  —  I 
"myself  have  lodged  there  on  occasion.  In  the  course  of 
"some  years,,  the  man  took  swelling  in  the  legs;  good-for- 
" nothing  as  a  grenadier;  and  was  like  to  fall  heavy  on 
"society.  But  no,  his  little  Wife  snatched  him  up,  easily 
"  getting  his  discharge ;  carried  him  over  with  her  to  England, 
"where  he  again  became  a  show-giant,  and  they  were  doing 
"very  well,  when  last  heard  of,"  —  in  the  Country  Wakes  of 
George  n.*s  early  time.  And  that  is  the  real  Biography  of 
one  Potsdam  Giant,  by  a  literary  gentleman  who  had  lodged 
with  him  on  occasion.  * 

The  pay  of  these  sublime  Footguards  is  greatly 
higher  than  common;  they  have  distinguished  privileges 
and  treatment:  on  the  other  hand,  their  discipline  is 
nonpareil,  and  discharge  is  never  to  be  dreamt  of,  while 
strength  lasts.  Poor  Eorkman,  does  he  sometimes  think 
of  the  Hill  of  Howth,  and  that  he  will  never  see  it 
more?  Eorkman,  I  judge,  is  not  given  to  thought;  — 
considers  that  he  has  tobacco  here,  and  privileges  and 
perquisites;  and  that  Howth,  and  Heaven  itself,  is  in- 
accessible to  many  a  man. 

*  Fassmann ,  pp.  728-730. 
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Friedrich  WilhelrrCs  recruiting  difficulties. 

Tall  men,  not  for  this  regiment  only,  had  become 
a  necessary  of  life  to  Friedrich  Wilhelm.  Indispensable 
to  him  almost  as  his  daily  bread.  To  his  heart  there 
is  no  road  so  ready  as  that  of  presenting  a  tall  man  or 
two.  Friedrich  Wilhelm's  regiments  are  now,  by  his 
exact  new  regulations,  levied  and  recruited  each  in  its 
own  Canton,  or  specific  district:  there  all  males  as  soon 
as  bom  are  enrolled;  liable  to  serve,  when  they  have 
grown  to  years  and  strength.  All  grown-men  (under 
certain  exceptions,  as  of  a  widow's  eldest  son,  or  of  the 
like  evidently  ruinous  cases)  are  liable  to  serve;  Captain 
of  the  Eegiment  and  Amtmann  of  the  Canton  settle 
between  them  which  grown-man  it  shall  be.  Better  for 
you  not  to  be  tall!  In  fact,  it  is  almost  a  kindness  of 
Heaven  to  be  gifted  with  some  safe  impediment  of 
body,  slightly  crooked  back  or  the  like,  if  you  much 
dislike  the  career  of  honour  under  Friedrich  Wilhelm. 
A  general  shadow  of  unquiet  apprehension  we  can  well 
fancy  hanging  over  those  rural  populations,  and  much 
unpleasant  haggling  now  and  then;  —  nothing  but  the 
King's  justice  that  can  be  appealed  to.  King's  justice, 
very  great  indeed,  but  heavily  checked  by  the  King's 
value  for  handsome  soldiers. 

Happily  his  value  for  industrial  labourers  and  in- 
crease of  population  is  likewise  great.  Townsfolk, 
skilful  workmen  as  the  theory  supposes,  are  exempt; 
the   more    ingenious    classes,   generally,  his   Majesty 
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exempts  in  this  respect,  to  encourage  them  in  others. 
For,  on  the  whole,  he  is  not  less  a  Captain  of  Work, 
to  his  Nation,  than  of  other  things.  What  he  did  for 
Prussia  in  the  way  of  industries,  improvements,  new 
manufactures,  new.  methods;  in  settling  "colonies," 
tearing-up  drowned  bogs  and  subduing  them  into  diy 
cornfields;  in  building,  draining,  digging,  and  encourar 
ging  or  forcing  others  to  do  so,  would  take  a  long 
chapter.  He  is  the  enemy  of  Chaos,  not  the  friend  of 
it,  wherever  you  meet  with  him.  » 

For  example,  Potsdam  itself.  Potsdam,  now  a 
pleasant,  grassy,  leafy  place,  branching-out  extensively 
in  fine  stone  architecture,  with  swept  pavements ;  where, 
as  in  other  places,  the  traveller  finds  land  and  water 
separated  into  two  firmaments,  —  Friedrich  Wilhelm 
found  much  of  it  a  quagmire,  land  and  water  still 
weltering  in  one.  In  these  very  years,  his  cuttings, 
embankments,  buildings,  pile-drivings  there,  are  enor- 
mous; and  his  perseverance  needs  to  be  invincible.  For 
instance,  looking  out,  one  morning  after  heavy  rain, 
upon  some  extensive  anti- quagmire  operations  and 
strong  pile-drivings,  he  finds  half  a-fiirlong  of  his  latest 
heavy  piling  clean  gone.  What  in  the  world  has  be- 
come of  it?  Pooh,  the  swollen  lake  has  burst  it  top- 
syturvy; and  it  floats  yonder,  bottom  uppermost,  a 
half-fiirlong  of  distracted  liquid -peat.  Whereat  his 
Majesty  gave  a  loud  laugh,  says  Bielfeld,*  and  com- 
menced anew.     The  piles  now  stand  firm  enough,  like 

*  Baron  de  Bielfeld:  Lettres  Familieres  (second  edition,  i  Leide,  1767), 
i.  81. 
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the  rest  of  the  Earth's  crust,  and  carry  strong  ashlar 
houses  and  umbrageous  trees  for  mankind*,  and  trivial 
mankind  can  walk  in  clean  pumps  there,  shuddering 
or  sniggering  at  Friedrich  Wilhelm,  as  their  humour 
may  be. 

No  danger  of  this  "Canton-system"  of  recruitment 
to  the  more  ingenious  classes,  who  could  do  better  than 
learn  drill.  Nor,  to  say  truth,  does  the  poor  clayey 
peasant  suffer  from  it,  according  to  his  apprehensions. 
Often  perhaps,  could  he  count  profit  and  loss,  he  imght 
find  himself  a  gainer:  the  career  of  honour  turns  out  to 
be,  at  least,  a  career  of  practical  Stoicism  and  Spar- 
tanism;  useful  to  any  peasant  or  to  any  prince.  Clean- 
liness, of  person  and  even  of  mind;  fixed  rigour  of 
method,  sobriety,  frugality,  these  are  virtues  worth  ac- 
quiring. Sobriety  in  the  matter  of  drink  is  much 
attended-to  here:  his  Majesty  permits  no  distillation  of 
strong-waters  in  Potsdam,  or  within  so  many  miles;* 
nor  is  sale  of  such  allowed,  except  in  the  most  in- 
tensely select  manner.  The  soldier's  pay  is  in  the- 
highest  degree  exiguous;  not  above  three  half-pence  a 
day,  for  a  common  foot-soldier,  in  addition  to  what 
rations  he  has:  —  but  it  is  found  adequate  to  its  pur- 
pose, too;  supports  the  soldier  in  sound  health,  vigor- 
ously fit  for  his  work;  into  which  points  his  Majesty 
looks  with  his  own  eyes,  and  will  admit  no  dubiety. 
Often,  too,  if  not  already  oftenest  (as  it  ultimately  grew 
to  be),  the  peasant-soldier  gets  home  for  many  months 
of  the  year,  a  soldier-ploughman;  and  labours  for  his 

*  Fassmann ,  p.  728. 
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living  in  the  old  way.  His  Captain  (it  is  one  of  the 
Captain's  perquisites,  who  is  generally  a  veteran  of 
fifty,  with  a  long  Spartan  training,  before  he  gets  so 
high)  pockets  the  pay  of  all  these  Ploughs  supernu- 
merary to  the  real  work  of  the  regiment;  —  and  has 
certain  important  fdmishings  to  yield  in  return. 

At  any  rate,  enrolment,  in  time  of  peace,  cannot 
fall  on  many;  three  or  four  recruits  in  the  year^  to 
replace  vacancies,  will  carry-  the  Canton  through  its 
crisis.  For  we  are  to  note  withal,  the  third  part  of 
every  regiment  can,  and  should  by  rule,  consist  of 
"foreigners,"  —  men  not  bom  Prussians.  These  are 
generally  men  levied  in  the  Imperial  Free-towns;  in 
"the  Eeich"  or  Empire,  as  they  term  it;  that  is  to  say, 
in  the  countries  of  Germany  that  are  not  Austrian  or 
Prussian.  For  this  foreign  third-part,  too,  the  recruits 
must  be  got;  excuses  not  admissible  for  Captain  or 
Colonel;  nothing  but  recruits  of  the  due  inches  will  do. 
Captain  and  Colonel  (supporting  their  enterprise  on 
frugal  adequate  "perquisites,"  hinted  of  above)  have  to 
be  on  the  outlook;  vigilantly,  eagerly;  and  must  con- 
trive to  get  them.  Nay  we  can  take  supernumerary 
recruits;  and  have  in  fact  always  on  hand,  attached  to 
each  regiment,  a  stock  of  such.  Any  number  of  re- 
cruits, that  stand  well  on  their  legs,  are  welcome;  and 
for  a  tall  man  there  is  joy  in  Potsdam,  almost  as  if  he 
were  a  wise  man  or  a  good  man. 

The  consequence  is,  all  countries,  especially  all 
German  countries,  are  infested  with  a  new  species  of 
predatory  two-legged  animals:  Prussian  recruiters.  They 
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glide  about,  under  disguise  if  necessary;  lynx-eyed,  eager 
almost  as  the  Jesuit  hounds  are;  not  hunting  the  souls 
of  men,  as  the  spiritual  Jesuits  do,  but  their  bodies  in 
in  a  merciless  carnivorous  manner.  Better  not  to  be 
too  tall,  in  any  country,  at  present!  Irish  Eirkman 
could  not  be  protected  by  the  agis  of  the  British  Con- 
stitution itself.  In  general,  however,  the  Prussian 
recruiter,  on  British  ground,  reports,  That  the  people 
are  too  well  off,  that  there  is  little  to  be  done  in  those 
parts.  A  tall  British  sailor,  if  we  pick  him  up  strolling 
about  Memel  or  the  Baltic  ports,  is  inexorably  claimed 
by  the  Diplomatists;  no  business  doable  till  after  resto- 
ration of  him;  and  he  proves  a  mere  loss  to  us.* 
Germany,  Holland,  Switzerland,  the  Netherlands,  these 
are  the  fruitful  fields  for  us,  and  there  we  do  hunt 
with  some  vigour. 

For  example,  in  the  town  of  Jtilich  there  lived  and 
worked  a  tall  young  carpenter:  one  day  a  well-dressed 
positive-looking  gentleman  ("Baron  von Hompesch,"  the 
records  name  him)  enters  the  shop;  wants  "a  stout 
chest,  with  lock  on  it,  for  household  purposes;  must  be 
of  such  and  such  dimensions,  six  feet  six  in  length 
especially,  and  that  is  an  indispensable  point,  —  in 
fact  it  will  be  longer  than  yourself,  I  think,  Herr  Zim- 
mermann:  what  is  the  cost;  when  can  it  be  ready?" 
Cost,  tim^,  and  the  rest  are  settled.  "A  right  stout 
chest,  then;  and  see  you  don^t  forget  the  size;  if  too 
short,  it  will  be  of  no  use  to  me:  mind!"  —  ''^Ja  wohl! 
Gewiss!*^     And  the  positive-looking,   well-clad  gentle- 

*  Despatches  in  the  State-Paper  Office. 
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man  goes  his  ways.  At  the  appointed  day  he  reap- 
pears; the  chest  is  ready;  —  we  hope,  an  unexception- 
able article?  "Too  short,  as  I  dreaded!"  says  the 
positive  gentleman.  "Nay,  your  Honour,"  says  the 
carpenter,  "I  am  certain  it  is  six  feet  six!"  and  takes 
out  his  foot-rule.  —  "Pshaw,  it  was  to  be  longer  than 
yourself."  "Well,  it  is."  —  "No,  it  isn't!"  The- 
carpenter,  to  end  the  matter,  gets  into  his  chest*,  and 
will  convince  any  and  all  mortals.  No  sooner  is  he  in, 
rightly  flat,  than  the  positive  gentleman,  a  Prussian 
recruiting-officer  in  disguise,  slams-down  the  lid  upon 
him;  locks  it;  whistles-in  three  stout  fellows,  who  pick- 
up the  chest,  gravely  walk  through  the  streets  with  it; 
open  it  in  a  safe  place;  and  find,  —  horrible  to  relate, 
—  the  poor  carpenter  dead;  choked  by  want  of  air  in 
this  frightful  middle -passage  of  his.*  Name  of  the 
Town  is  given,  Julich  as  above;  date  not.  And  if  the 
thing  had  been  only  a  popular  myth,  is  it  not  a  signi- 
ficant one?  But  it  is  too  true;  the  tall  carpenter  lay 
dead,  and  Hompesch  got  "imprisoned  for  life"  by  the 
business. 

Btirgermeisters  of  small  Towns  have  been  carried 
off;  in  one  case,  "  a  rich  merchant  in  Magdeburg,"  whom 
it  cost  a  large  sum  to  get  free  again.**  Prussian 
recruiters  hover  about  barracks,  parade-grounds,  in 
Foreign  Countries;  and  if  they  see  a  tall  soldier  (the 
Dutch  have  had  instances,  and  are  indignant  at  them), 
will  persuade  him  to  desert,  —  to  make  for  the  Country 

«  FSrster,  ii.  305,  306;  Pb'llnitz,  ii.  518,  519. 
«*  Stenzel,  ill,  356. 
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where  soldier-merit  is  understood,   and  a  tall  fellow  of 
parts  will  get  his  pair  of  colours  in  no-time. 

But  the  highest  stretch  of  their  art  was  probably 
that  done  on  the  Austrian  Ambassador,  —  tall  Herr 
von  Bentenrieder;  tallest  of  Diplomatists;  whom  Fass' 
mann,  till  the  Fair  of  St.  Germain,  had  considered  the 
tallest  of  men.    Bentenrieder  was  on  his  road  as  Kaiser^s 
Am|)assador  to  George  I.,  in  those  Congress-of-Cambrai 
times;  serenely  journeying  on;  when,  near  by  Halber- 
stadt,  his  carriage  broke.     Carriage  takes  some  time  in 
mending;    the    tall   Diplomatic    Herr   walks    on,    will 
stretch   his   long  legs,   catch  a  glimpse  of  the  Town 
withal,  till  they  get  it  ready  again.    And  now,  at  some 
Guardhouse  of  the  place,  a  Prussian  OflScer  inquires, 
not  too    reverently    of  a   nobleman   without  carriage, 
"Who  are  you?"     "Well,"  answered  he  smiling,   "I 
am    Botschafter    (Message -bearer)    from    his    Imperial 
Majesty.     And  who  may  you  be  that  ask?"  —  "To 
the   Guardhouse  with  us!"      Whither   he   is  marched 
accordingly.     "Kaiser's  messenger,  why  not?"     Being 
a   most    tall   handsome  man,  this  Kaiser's  Botschafter^ 
^striding  along  on  foot  here,  the  Guardhouse  Officials 
have  decided  to  keep  him,  to  teach  him  Prussian  drill- 
exercise;  —  and  are  thrown  into  a  singular  quandary, 
when  his  valets  and  suite  come  up,  full  of  alarm  dis- 
solving into  joy,  and  call  him  "Excellenzl"* 

Tall  Herr  von  Bentenrieder  accepted  the  prostrate 
apology  of  these  Guardhouse  Officials.  But  he  na- 
turally spoke  of  the  matter  to  George  I.;  whose  patience, 

•  PeilnlU,  ii.  207-309. 
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often  fretted  by  complaints  on  that  bead,  seems  to  bave 
taken  £j:e  at  tbis  transcendant  instance  of  Prussian  in- 
solency.  In  consequence  of  tbis  adventure,  be  com- 
menced, says  PoUnitz,  a  system  of  decisive  measures; 
of  reprisals  even,  and  of  altogether  peremptory,  minatory 
procedures,  to  clear  Hanover  of  this  nuisance;  and  to 
make  it  cease,  in  very  fact,  and  not  in  promise  and 
profession  merely.  These  were  the  first  rubs  Queen 
Sophie  met  with,  in  pushing-on  the  Double-Marriage; 
and  sore  rubs  they  were,  though  she  at  last  got  over 
them.  Coming  on  the  back  of  that  fine  Charlottenburg 
Visit,  almost  within  year  and  day,  and  directly  in  the 
teeth  of  such  friendly  aspects  and  prospects,  this  con- 
duct on  the  part  of  his  Britannic  Majesty  much  grieved 
and  angered  Friedrich  Wilhelm;  and  in  fact  involved 
him  in  considerable  practical  troubles. 

For  it  was  the  signal  of  a  similar  set  of  loud 
complaints,  and  menacing  remonstrances  (with  little 
twinges  of  frilfilment  here  and  there) ,  from  all  quarters 
of  Germany;  a  tempest  of  trouble  and  public  indigna* 
tion  rising  everywhere,  and  raining-in  upon  Friedrich 
Wilhelm  and  this  unfortunate  Hobby  of  his.  No  riding 
of  one's  poor  Hobby  in  peace  henceforth.  Friedrich 
Wilhelm  always  answered,  what  was  only  superficially 
the  fact.  That  lie  knew  nothing  of  these  violences,  and 
acts  of  ill-neighbourship ;  he,  a  just  King,  was  sorrier 
than  any  man  to  hear  of  them;  and  would  give  imme- 
diate order  that  they  should  end.  Eut  they  always 
went-oli  again,  much  the  same;  and  never  did  end. 
I  am  sorry  a  just  King,    led-astray   by   his  Hobby, 
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answers  thus  what  is  only  superficially  the  fact.     But 
it  seems  he  cannot  help  it:  his  Hobby  is  too  strong  for 
Wm;    regardless  of  curb  and  bridle  in  this  instance. 
Let  us  pity  a  man  of  genius ,  mounted  on  so  ungovern- 
able a  Hobby;  leaping  the  barriers,  in  spite  of  his  best 
resolutions.     Perhaps  the  poetic  temperament  is  more 
liable  to   such  morbid  biases,  influxes  of  imaginative 
crotchet,  and  mere  folly  that  cannot  be  cured?     Fried- 
rich  Wilhelm  never  would  or  could  dismount  from  his 
Hobby;   but  he  rode  him  under  much  sorrow  hence- 
forth;  under  showers  of  anger  and  ridicule;  —  contu- 
melious words  and  procedures,  as  it  were  saxa  et  fcBCes^ 
battering  round  him,  to  a  heavy  extent;  the  rider  a 
victim  of  Tragedy  and  Farce  both  at  once. 

Queen  Sophie's  Troubles:  Grumkow  with  the  Old-Dessauer^ 

and  Grumkow  without  him. 

Queen  Sophie  had,  by  delicate  management,  got- 
over  those  first  rubs,  and  arrived-at  a  Treaty  of  Hano- 
ver, and  clear  ground  again;  far  worse  rubs  lay  ahead; 
but  smooth  travelling,   towards  such  a  goal,  was  not 
possible  for  this  Queen.     Poor  Lady,  her  Court,  as  we 
discern  from  Wilhelmina  and  the  Books,  is  a  sad  welter 
of  intri^es,    suspicions;  of  treacherous  chambermaids, 
head-valets,  pick-thank  scouts  of  official  gentlemen  and 
others  striving  to  supplant  one  another.     Satan^s  Invi- 
sible World  very  busy  against  Queen  Sophie!     Under 
any  terms ,   much  more  under  those  of  the  Double-Mar- 
riage,   her  place  in  a  kindly  but  suspicious  Husband's 

Carlyle,  Frederic  the  Great.  IIL  U 
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favour  was  difficult  to  maintam.  Eestless  aspirants, 
climbing  this  way  or  that,  by  ladder-steps  discoyerable 
in  this  abstruse  element,  are  never  wanting,  and  have 
the  due  eavesdropping  satellites,  now  here,  now  there. 
Queen  Sophie  and  her  party  have  to  walk  warily,  as 
if  among  precipices  and  pitfalls.  Of  all  which  wide 
welter  of  extinct  contemptibilities,  then  and  there  so 
important,  here  and  now  become  mitius  quantities,  we 
again  notice  the  existence,  but  can  undertake  no  study 
or  specification  whatever.  Two  Incidents,  the  latter 
of  them  dating  near  the  point  where  we  now  are ,  will 
sufficiently  instruct  the  reader  what  a  welter  this  was, 
in  which  Queen  Sophie  and  her  bright  little  Son,  the 
new  Major  of  the  Potsdam  giants,  had  to  pass  their 
existence. 

Incident  First  fell-out  some  six  years  ago  or  more, 
—  in  1719,  year  of  the  Heidelberg  Protestants,  of 
Clement  the  Forger,  when  his  Majesty  "  slept  for  weeks 
with  a  pistol  under  his  pillow,"  and  had  other  troubles. 
His  Majesty,  on  one  of  his  journeys,  which  were  always 
many,  was  taken  suddenly  ill  at  Brandenburg,  that 
year:  so  violently  ill,  that  thinking  himself  about  to 
die,  he  sent  for  his  good  Queen;  and  made  a  Will  ap- 
pointing her  Regent  in  case  of  his  decease.  His  Ma- 
jesty quite  recovered  before  long.  But  Grumkow  and 
the  Old  Dessauer,  main  aspirants,  getting  wind  of 
this  Will,  and  hunting-out  the  truth  of  it,  —  what  a 
puddling  of  the  waters  these  two  made  in  consequence; 
stirring-up  mire  and  dirt  round  the  good  Queen,  finding 
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she  had  been  preferred  to  them!*  Nay  Wilheknina,  in 
her  wild  way,  believes  they  had,  not  long  after,  planned 
to  "fire  a  Theatre"  about  the  King,  one  afternoon,  in 
Berlin   City,   and  take  his  life,   thereby  securing  for 
themselves  such  benefit  in  prospect  as  there  might  be! 
Not  a  doubt  of  it,  thinks  Wilhehnma:  "The  young  Mar- 
graf,  **   our  precious  Cousin,  of  Schwedt,  is   not  he 
Sister's-son  of  that  Old  Dessauer?    Grandson  of  the 
Great  Elector,  even  as  Papa  is.      Papa  once  killed 
(and  our  poor  Crown-Prince  also  made  away  with),  — 
that  Young  Margraf,  and  his  blue  Fox-tiger  of  an  Uncle 
over  him,  is  King  in  Prussia!  Obviously  they  meant  to 
bum   that  Theatre,  and  kill  Papa!"    This  is  Wilhel- 
mina's    distracted    belief;    as,    doubtless,    it   was   her 
Mother's  on  the  day  in  question:  a  jealous,  much-suf- 
fering", transcendently  exasperated  Mother,  as  we  see. 

Incident   Second  shows  us  those  two  rough  Gen- 
tlemen fallen  out  of  partnership,  into  open  quarrel  and 
even  dueL    "Duel  at  the  Copenick  Gate,**  much  noised- 
of  in  the  dnll  old  Prussian  Books,  —  though  always  in 
a  reserved  manner;  not  even  the  date^  as  if  that  were 
dangerous,  bein^  clearly  given!    It  came  in  ^e  wake 
of  that  Hanover  Treaty,  as  is  now  guessed;  ^e  two 
liaving*  taken  opposite  sides  on  that  measure,  and  got 
provoked  into  ripping-up  old  sores  in  general     Dcwaii 
was  against  King  George  and  the  Treaty,  it  appean; 
having"    his    reasons,    family-reasons   of  old   standing^: 
Grramkow^,  a  bribeable  gentleman,  was  for^  —  hairiii^^ 
also  perhaps  his  reasons.     Enough,  it  came  to  alterea^ 

•  Wilik^laxinM  ,  i.  »«,  »-  ••  Bom,  1700  Cn^k ,  ^.  4MKS. 
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tions,  objurgations  between  the  two;  which  rose  ever 
higher,  —  rose  at  length  to  wager-of-battle.  Indignant 
challenge  on  the  part  of  the  Old  Dessauer;  which, 
however,  Grumkow,  not  regarded  as  a  Baresark  in  the 
fighting  way,  regrets  that  his  Christian  principles  do 
not,  forsooth,  allow  him  to  accept  The  King  is 
appealed-to;  the  King,  being  himself,  though  an  or- 
thodox Christian,  yet  a  still  more  orthodox  Soldier, 
decides  That,  on  the  whole,  General  Grumkow  cannot 
but  accept  this  challenge  &om  the  Fieldmarshal  Prince 
of  Dessau. 

Dessau  is  on  the  field,  at  the  Copenick  Gate,  ac- 
cordingly, —  late-autumn  afternoon  (I  calculate)  of  the 
year  1726;  —  waits  patiently  till  Grumkow  make  his 
appearance.  Grumkow,  with  a  chosen  second,  does  at 
last  appear;  advances  pensively  with  slow  steps.  Gun- 
powder Dessau,  black  as  a  silent  thundercloud,  draws 
his  sword:  and  Grumkow  —  does  not  draw  his;  pre- 
sents it  undrawn,  with  unconditional  submission  and 
apology:  "Slay  me,  if  you  like,  old  Friend,  whom  I 
have  injured!"  Whereat  Dessau,  uttering  no  word, 
uttering  only  some  contemptuous  snort,  turns  his  back 
on  the  phenomenon;  mounts  his  horse  and  rides  home.* 
A  divided  man  fi:om  this  Grumkow  henceforth.  The 
Prince  waited  on  her  Majesty;  signified  his  sorrow  for 
past  estrangements;  his  great  wish  now  to  help  her,  but 
his  total  inability,  being  ousted  by  Grumkow:  We  are 
for  Halle,  Madam,  where  our  Regiment  is;  there  let  us 
serve  his  Majesty,  since  we  cannot  here!**  —  And  in 

«  PaUoitSi  U*  212,  214.  ««  Wilhelmlna,  i.  90,  93. 
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fact  the  Old  Dessauer  lives  mostly  there  in  time  coming; 
sunk  inarticulate  in  tactics  of  a  truly  deep  nature,  not 
stranding  on  politics  of  a  shallow,  —  a  man  still  me- 
morable in  the  mythic  traditions  of  that  place.  Better 
to  drill  men  to  perfection,  and  invent  iron  ramrods, 
against  the  day  they  shall  be  needed,  tiian  go  jostling, 
on  such  terms,  with  cattle  of  the  Grumkow  kind!  And 
thus,  we  perceive,  Grumkow  is  in,  and  the  Old  Des- 
sauer out;  and  there  has  been  "a  change  of  Ministry," 
change  of  "MajestyVAdvisers,"  brought  about; —  may 
the  Advice  going  be  wiser  now! 

What  the  young  Crown-Prince  did,  said,  thought, 

in  such  environment,  of  backstairs  diplomacies,  female 

sighs  and  aspirations,  Grumkow  duels,   drillings  in  the 

Giant  Kegiment,  is  not  specified  for  us  in  the  smallest 

particular,    in   the  extensive  rubbish-books  that  have 

been  written  about  him.     Ours  is,  to  indicate  that  such 

environment  was :  how  a  lively  soul,  acted-on  by  it,  did 

not  fail  to  react,  chameleon-like  taking  colour  ^m  it, 

and  contrariwise  taking  colour  against  it,  must  be  left 

to    the    reader's    imagination.      One    thing    we    have 

gathered  and  will  not  forget,  That  the  Old  DeMumer 

is   oat,    and  Grumkow  in,  —  that  the  nigged  Son  of 

Gunpowder,    drilling  men  hencelortli  at  HaUe,  and  in 

a  domb  way  meditating  tactics  as  few  ever  did,  luM  no 

share  in  the  fool  enchantments  that  now  wofenreDB  at 

Court. 
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CHAPTER  VI. 

ORDNANCE-MASTER  SECKENDORF  CROSSES  THE  PALACE- 
ESPLANADE. 

The  Kaiser^s  terror  and  embarrassment  at  the  con- 
clusion of  the  Hanover  Treaty,  as  we  saw,  were  ex- 
treme. War  possible  or  likely;  and  nothing  but  the 
termagant  caprices  of  Elizabeth  Famese  to  depend  on; 
no  cash  from  the  Sea-Powers;  only  cannon-shot,  inva- 
sion and  hostility,  from  their  cash  and  them:  What  is 
to  be  done?  To  "caress  the  pride  of  Spain;"  to  keep 
alive  the  hopes,  in  that  quarter,  of  marrying  their  Don 
Carlos,  the  supplementary  Infant,  to  our  eldest  Arch- 
duchess; which  indeed  has  set  the  Sea-Powers  dread- 
fully on  fire,  but  which  does  leave  Parma  and  Piacenza 
quiet  for  the  present,  and  makes  the  Pragmatic  Sanction 
too  an  affair  of  Spain's  own:  this  is  one  resource,  though 
a  poor  one,  and  a  dangerous.  Another  is,  to  make  al- 
liance with  Eussia,  by  well  flattering  the  poor  little 
brown  Czarina  there:  but  is  not  that  a  still  poorer? 
And  what  third  is  there!  — 

There  is  a  third  worth  both  the  others,  could  it  be 
got  done:  To  detach  Friedrich  Wilhelm  from  those 
dangerous  Hanover  Confederates,  and  bring  him  gently 
over  to  ourselves.  He  has  an  army  of  60,000,  in  per- 
.  feet  equipment,  and  money  to  maintain  them  so. 
Against  us  or  for  us,  —  60,000  plus  or  60,000  minus; 


CHAP.  Vi.J    ENTER  ORDNANCE-MASTER  SECKENDORF.  23 

llth  May  1726. 

—  that  will  mean  120,000  fighting  men:  a  most  weighty 
item  in  any  field  there  is  like  to  be.  If  it  lie  in  the 
power  of  human  art,  let  us  gain  this  wild  irritated  King 
of  Prussia.  Dare  any  henchman  of  ours  venture  to  go, 
with  honey-cakes,  with  pattings  and  cajoleries,  and  slip 
the  imperial  muzzle  well  round  the  snout  of  that  rugged 
ursine  animal?  An  iracund  bear,  of  dangerous  propor- 
tions, and  justly  irritated  against  us  at  present!  Our 
experienced  Feldzeug-Meister ,  Ordnance-Master  and  Di- 
plomatist, Graf  von  Seckendorf,  a  conscientious  Pro- 
testant, and  the  cunningest  of  men,  able  to  lie  to  all 
lengths,  —  dare  he  try  it?  He  has  fought  in  all  quar- 
ters of  the  world;  and  lied  in  all,  where  needful;  and 
saved  money  in  all:  he  will  try  it,  and  will  succeed  in 
it  too !  * 

The  Second  Act,  therefore,  of  this  foolish  World- 
Drama  of  the  Double-Marriage  opens,  —  on  the  llth 
May  1726,  towards  sunset,  in  the  Tahagie  of  the  Berlin 
Palace,  as  we  gather  from  laborious  comparison  of 
windy  Pollnitz  with  other  indistinct  witnesses  of  a 
dreary  nature,  —  in  the  following  manner: 

Prussian  Majesty  sits  smoking  at  the  window;  nothing 
particular  going  on.  A  square-built  shortish  steelgray 
Gentleman,  of  military  cut,  past  fifty,  is  strolling  over 
the  Schlossplatz  (spacious  Square  in  front  of  the  Palace), 
conspicuous  amid  the  sparse  populations  there;  pen- 
sively recreating  himself,  in  the  yellow  sunlight  and 
long  shadows,  as  after  a  day^s  hard  labour  or  traveL 

•  Peilnitz,  U.  235;  Stenxel,  ill.  644;  FQriter,  if.  69,  iif.  286,  289* 
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"Who  is  that?"  inquires  Friedrich  Wilhehn,  suspend- 
ing his  tobacco.  Gromkow  answers  cautiously,  after 
survey:  He  thinks  it  must  be  Ordnance-Master  Secken- 
dorf;  who  was  with  him  today;  passing-on  rapidly 
towards  Denmark,  on  business  that  will  not  wait.  — 
"Experienced  Feldzeugmeister  Graf  von  Seckendorf, 
whom  we  stand  in  correspondence  with,  of  late,  and 
were  expecting  about  this  time?  Whom  we  have  known 
at  the  Siege  of  Stralsund,  nay  ever  since  the  Marl- 
borough times  and  the  Siege  of  Menin,  in  war  and 
peace;  and  have  always  reckoned  a  solid  reasonable 
man  and  soldier:  Why  has  he  not  come  to  us?"  — 
"Your  Majesty,*'  confesses  Grumkow,  "his  business  is 
so  pressing!  Business  in  Denmark  will  not  wait 
Seckendorf  owned  he  had  come  slightly  round,  in  his 
eagerness  to  see  our  grand  Keview  at  Tempelhof  the 
day  after  tomorrow:  What  soldier  would  omit  the  sight 
(so  he  was  pleased  to  intimate)  of  soldiering  carried  to 
the  non-plus-ultra?  But  he  hoped  to  do  it  quite  incog- 
nito, among  the  general  public;  —  and  then  to  be  at 
the  gallop  again:  not  able  to  have  the  honour  of 
paying  his  court  at  this  time."  —  "Court?  Narren' 
Fossen  (Nonsense) I"  answers  Friedrich  Wilhelm, —  and 
opening  the  window,  beckons  Seckendorf  up,  witk  his 
own  royal  head  and  hand.  The  conversation  of  a  man 
who  had  rational  sense,  and  could  tell  him  anything, 
were  it  only  news  of  foreign  parts  in  a  rational  maimer, 
was  always  welcome  to  Friedrich  Wilhelm. 

And  so  Seckendorf,  how  can  he  help  it,  is  installed 
in  the  Tabagie;  glides  into  pleasant  conversation  there. 
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A  captivating  talker;  solid  for  religion,  for  iihe  riglits 
of  Germany  against  intrusive  French  and  others:  such 
insight,  orthodoxy,  sense  and  ingenuity;  pleasant  to 
hear;  and  all  with  the  due  quantity  of  oil,  though  he 
"both  snuffles  and  lisps;"  and  has  privately,  in  case  of 
need,  a  capacity  of  lying,  —  for  he  curiously  distils 
you  any  lie,  in  his  religious  alembics,  till  it  become 
tolerable  to  his  conscience,  or  even  palatable,  as  elixirs 
are;  —  capacity  of  double-distilled  lying  probably  the 
greatest  of  his  day.  —  Seckendorf  assists  at  the  grand 
Review,  13th  May  1726;  witnesses  with  unfeigned  ad- 
miration the  non-plus-ultra  of  manoeuvring,  and,  in  fact, 
the  general  management,  military  and  other,  of  this 
admirable  King.*  Seckendorf,  no  question  of  it,  will 
do  his  Denmark  business  swiftly,  then,  since  your  Ma- 
jesty is  pleased  so  to  wish.  Seckendorf,  sure  enough, 
will  return  swiftly  to  such  a  King,  whose  familiar  com- 
pany, vouchsafed  him  in  this  noble  manner,  he  likes, 
—  0  how  he  likes  it! 

In  a  week  or  two,  Seckendorf  is  back  to  Berlin; 
attends  his  Majesty  on  the  annual  Military  Tour  tiirough 
Preussen;  attends  him  everywhere,  becoming  quite  a 
necessary  of  life  to  his  Majesty ;  and  does  not  go  away 
at  all.  Seckendorf s  business,  if  his  Majesty  knew  it, 
will  not  lead  him  "away;"  but  lies  here  on  this  spot; 
and  is  now  going  on;  the  magic-apparatus,  Grumkow 
the  main-spring  of  it,  getting  all  into  gear!  Grumkow 
was  once  clear  for  King  George  and  the  Hanover 
Treaty,  having  his  reasons  tiien;  but  now  he  has  other 

*  PoUnitz,  ii.  235;  Faaimann,  pp.  867,  868. 
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reasons,  and  is  clear  against  those  foreign  connexions. 
"Hm,  hah  —  Yes,  my  estimable,  justly  powerful  Herr 
von  Grumkow,  here  is  a  little  Pension  of  1000  ducats 
(only  500Z.  as  yet),  which  the  Imperial  Majesty,  think- 
ing of  the  service  you  may  do  Prussia  and  Germany 
and  him,  graciously  commands  me  to  present;  —  only 
500Z.  by  the  year  as  yet-,  but  there  shall  be  no  lack  of 
money  if  we  prosper!"* 

And  so  there  are  now  two  Black- Artists,  of  the  first 
quality,  busy  on  the  unconscious  Friedrich  Wilhelm; 
and  Seckendorf,  for  the  next  seven  years,  will  stick  to 
Friedrich  Wilhelm  like  his  shadow;  and  fascinate  his 
whole  existence  and  him,  as  few  wizards  could  have 
done.  Friedrich  Wilhelm,  like  St.  Paul  in  Melita, 
warming  his  innocent  hands  at  the  fire  of  dry  branches 
here  kindled  for  him,  —  what  miracle  of  a  venomous 
serpent  is  this  that  has  fixed  itself  upon  his  finger?  To 
Friedrich  WiUielm's  enchanted  sense  it  seems  a  bird-of- 
paradise,  trustfully  perching  there;  but  it  is  of  the 
whip-snake  kind,  or  a  worse;  and  will  stick  to  him 
tragically,  if  also  comically,  for  years  to  come.  The 
world  has  seen  the  comedy  of  it,  and  has  howled  scorn- 
ful laughter  upon  Friedrich  Wilhelm  for  it:  but  there 
is  a  tragic  side,  not  so  well  seen-into,  where  tears  are 
due  to  the  poor  King;  and  to  certain  others  horsewhips, 
and  almost  gallows-ropes,  are  due!  —  Yes,  had  Secken- 
dorf and  Grumkow  both  been  well  hanged,  at  this 
stage  of  the  affair,  whereby  the  affair  might  have  soon 
ended  on  fair  terms,  it  had  been  welcome  to  mankind; 

•  FSrster,  iii.  283,  238;  see  also  iv.  172, 121,  157,  &o. 
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welcome  surely  to  the  Editor,  for  one;  such  a  saving 
to  him,  of  time  wasted,  of  disgust  endured!  And  in- 
deed it  is  a  solacement  he  has  often  longed  for,  in 
these  dreary  operations  of  his.  But  the  Fates  ap- 
pointed otherwise;  we  have  all  to  accept  our  Fate!  — 

Grumkow  is  sworn  to  Imperial  orthodoxy,  then,  — 
probably  the  vulpine  mind  (so  to  term  it)  went  always  jf 

rather  that  way,  and  only  his  interest  the  other;  — 
Grumkow  is  well  bribed,  supplied  for  bribing  others 
where  needfiil;  stands  orthodox  now,  under  peril  of  his 
very  head.  All  things  have  been  got  distilled  into  the 
palatable  state,  spiritual  and  economic,  for  oneself  and 
one's  grand  Trajan-Horse  of  a  Grumkow:  and  the  ad- 
venture proceeds  apace.  Seckendorf  sits  nightly  in  the 
Tahagie  (a  kind  of  "Smoking  Parliament,"  as  we  shall 
see  anon);  attends  on  all  promenades  and  journeys:  one 
of  the  wisest  heads,  and  so  pleasant  in  discourse,  he  is 
grown  indispensable,  and  a  necessary  of  life  to  us. 
Seckendorf s  Biographer  computes,  "he  must  have 
ridden,  in  those  seven  years,  continually  attending  his 
Majesty,  above  5,000  German  miles,*  —  that  is, 
25,000  English  miles;  or  a  trifle  more  than  the  length 
of  the  Terrestrial  Equator. 

In  a  month  or  two ,  **  Seckendorf,  —  since  Majesty 
vouchsafes  to  honour  us  by  wishing  it,  —  contrives  to 
get  nominated  Kaiser's  Minister  at  Berlin:  unlimited 


*  Anonymous  (Seckendorfs  Grand-Nephew):  Versuch  einer  Lebens- 
beschreihung  dcs  Feldmarschalls  Grafen  von  Seckendorf  (Leipzig,  1792, 1794), 
1.6. 

«*  13th  Augast  1726  (Prenss,  I.  37). 
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prospects  of  Tabagie,  and  good  talk,  now  opening  on 
Majesty.  And  impartial  Gnunkow,  in  Tabagie  or 
wherever  we  are,  cannot  but  admit,  now  and  then. 
That  the  Excellenz  Herr  Graf  Ordnance-Master  has  a 
deal  of  reason  in  what  he  says  about  Foreign  Politics, 
about  intrusive  French  and  other  points.  "Hm,  Na," 
muses  Friedrich  Wilhelm  to  himself,  "if  the  Kaiser  had 
not  been  so  lofty  on  us  in  that  Heidelberg -Protestant 
affair,  in  the  Bitter -Dienst  business,  in  those  damned 
'recruiting'  brabbles:  always  a  very  high-sniffing  surly 
Kaiser  to  us!''  For  in  fact  the  Kaiser  has,  all  along, 
used  Friedrich  Wilhelm  bitterly  ill;  and  contemplates 
no  better  usage  of  him,  except  in  show.  Usage?  thinks 
the  Kaiser:  A  big  Prussian  piece  of  Cannon,  whom  we 
wish  to  enchant  over  to  us!  Did  Lazy  Peg  complain  of 
her  "usage?"  —  So  that  the  Excellenz  and  Gnunkow 
have  a  heavy  problem  of  it;  were  they  not  so  diligent, 
and  the  Cannon  itself  well-disposed.  "Those  BUtz 
Franzosen  (blasted  French)!"  growls  Friedrich  Wilhelm 
sometimes,  in  the  Tobacco -Parliament:*  for  he  hates 
the  French,  and  would  fain  love  his  Kaiser;  being  Ger- 
man to  the  bone,  and  of  right  loyal  heart,  though 
counted  only  a  piece  of  Cannon  by  some.  For  one 
thing,  his  Prussian  Majesty  declines  signing  that  Treaty 
of  Hanover  a  second  time:  now  when  the  Dutch  accede 
to  it,  after  almost  a  year's  trouble  with  them,  the  Prus- 
sian Ambassador,  singular  to  observe,  "has  no  orders 
to  sign;"  leaves  the  English  with  their  Hollanders  and 

«  Fb'rster  11.  12,  <&c. 
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Blitz  Franzosen  to  sign  by  iihemselves,  this  time.*  "We 
will  wait,  we  will  wait!"  thinks  his  Prussian  Majesty : — 
"Who  knows?" 

"But  then  Jiilich  and  Berg?"  urges  he  always: 
"Britannic  Majesty  and  the  Blitz  Franzosen  were  to 
secure  me  the  reversion  there.  That  was  the  essential 
point!"  —  For  this  tooExcellenz  has  a  remedy;  works- 
out  gradually  a  remedy  £rom  head-quarters,  the  amiable 
dextrous  man:  "Kaiser  will  do  the  like,  your  Majesty; 
Kaiser  himself  will  secare  it  you!"  —  Li  brief,  some 
three  months  after  Seckendoif  s  instalment  as  Kaiser's 
Minister,  not  yet  five  months  since  his  appearance  in 
the  Schloss-Platz  that  May  evening,  —  it  is  now  Hunting- 
season,  and  we  are  at  Wusterhausen;  Majesty,  his  two 
Black* Artists  and  the  proper  satellites  on  both  sides  all 
there,  —  a  new  and  opposite  Treaty,  in  extreme  pri- 
vacy, on  the  12th  of  October  1726,  is  signed  at  that 
sequestered  Hunting-Schloss:  "Treaty  of  Wusterhausen" 
so-called;  which  was  once  very  famous  and  mysterious, 
and  caused  many  wigs  to  wag.  Wigs  to  wag,  in  those 
days  especially,  when  knowledge  of  it  was  first  had; 
the  rather  as  only  half- knowledge  could  be  had  of 
it;  —  or  can,  mourns  Dryasdust,  who  has  still  diffi- 
culties about  some  "secret  articles"  in  the  Document.** 
Courage,  my  friend;  they  are  now  of  no  importance  to 
any  creature. 

The  essential  purport  of  this  Treaty,***  legible  to 

•  9th  Aagast  1726.     (Boyer:   The  Political  State  of  Great  Britain,  a 
monthly  periodical ,  vol.  zxxii.  p.  77 ,  which  is  the  nainber  for  July  1726.) 
**  Bucbholz,  1.  94  n. 
*«*  Given  in  exteneo  (without  the  secret  artiolei)  in  FSrster,  iv.  159-166. 
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all  eyes,  is,  ''That  Friedrich  Wilhelm  silently  drops 
''the  Hanover  Treaty  and  Blitz  Franzosen;  and  expli- 
"citly  steps-over  to  theKaiser*s  side;  stipulates  to  assist 
"the  Kaiser  with  so  many  thousand,  if  attacked  inGrer- 
"many  by  any  Blitz  Franzose  or  intrusive  Foreigner 
"whatever.  In  return  for  which,  the  Elaiser,  besides 
"assisting  Prussia  in  the  like  case  with  a  like  qnotity 
"of  thousands,  engages,  in  circuitous  chancery  language, 
"To  be  helpful,  and  humanly  speaking  effectual,  in 
"that  grand  matter  of  Jfilich  and  Berg;  —  somewhat 
"in  the  following  strain:  'To  our  Imperial  mind  it  does 
"appear  the  King  of  Prussia  has  manifest  right  to  the 
"succession  in  Jtllich  and  Berg;  right  grounded  on  ex- 
"press  Erbvergleich  of  1624,  not  to  speak  of  Deeds 
"subsequent:  the  Imperial  mind,  as  supreme  judge  of 
"such  matters  in  the  Eeich,  will  not  fail  to  decide  this 
"Cause  soon  and  justly,  should  it  come  to  that.  But 
"we  hope  it  may  take  a  still  better  course:  for  the  Im- 
"perial  mind  will  straightway  set  about  persuading  Kur- 
"Pfalz  to  comply  peaceably;  and  even  undertakes  to 
"have  something  done,  that  way,  before  six  months 
"pass/"* 

Humanly  speaking,  surely  the  Imperial  mind  will 
be  effectual  in  the  Jlilich-and-Berg  matter.  But  it  was 
very  necessary  to  use  circuitous  chancery  language,  — 
inasmuch  as  the  Imperial  mind,  desirous  also  to  secure 
Kur-Pfalz's  help  in  this  sore  crisis,  had,  about  three 
months  ago,**  expressly  engaged  to  Kur-Pfalz,   That 

*  Art.  V.  in  Fb'rster,  obi  Boprk. 

••  Treaty  with  Kur-Pfalz,  16th  Aagnst  1726  (FCrster,  ii.  71). 
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Jiilich  and  Berg  should  not  go  to  Friedrich  WilLelm  in 
terms  of  the  old  Deed,  but  to  Kur-Pfalz's  Cousins  of 
Sulzbach,  whom  the  old  gentleman  (in  spite  of  Deeds) 
was  obstinate  to  prefer!  There  is  no  doubt  about  that 
fact,  about  that  self-devouring  pair  of  facts.  To  such 
straits  is  a  Kaiser  driven  when  he  gets  deep  into  spectre- 
hunting. 

This  is  the  once  famous,  now  forgotten,  "Treaty 
of  Wusterhausen,  12th  October  1726;"  which  proved 
so  consolatory  to  the  Kaiser  in  that  dread  crisis  of  Ym 
Spectre-Hunt;  and  the  effects  of  which  are  very  visible 
in  this  History,  if  nowhere  else.  It  caught -up  the 
Prussian-English  Double-Marriage;  launched  it  into  the 
huge  tide  of  Imperial  Spectre-Politics,  into  the  awftd 
swaggings  and  swayings  of  the  Terrestrial  Libra  in 
general;  and  nearly  broke  the  heart  of  several  Eoyal 
persons;  of  a  memorable  Crown-Prince,  among  others. 
Which  last  is  now,  pretty  much,  its  sole  claim  to  be 
ever  mentioned  again  by  mankind.  As  there  was  no 
performance,  nor  an  intention  of  any,  in  that  Jiilich- 
Berg  matter,  Excellenz  Seckendorf  had  the  task  hence- 
forth of  keeping,  by  art- magic  or  the  pretemsituTal 
method,  —  that  is,  by  mere  help  of  Grumkow  and  the 
Devil,  —  his  Prussian  Majesty  steady  to  the  Kaiser 
nevertheless.  Always  well-divided  from  the  English, 
especially.  Which  the  Excellency  Seckendorf  managed 
to  do.  For  six  or  seven  years  coming;  or,  in  fact,  till 
these  Spectre-chasings  ended,  or  ran  elsewhither  for 
consummation.  Steady  always,  jealous  of  the  English; 
sometimes  nearly  mad,  but  always  ready  as  a  primed 
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cannon:  so  Friedricli  Wilhelm  was  accordingly  managed 
to  be  kept;  —  his  own  Household  gone  admost  into 
delirium;  he  himself  looking  out,  with  loyally  fierce 
survey,  for  any  Anti- Kaiser  War:  "When  do  we  go 
oflF,  then?"  —  though  none  ever  came.  And  indeed 
nothing  came;  and  except  those  torments  to  young 
Friedrich  and  others,  it  was  all  Nothing.  One  of  the 
strangest  pieces  of  Black- Art  ever  done. 

Excellenz  Seckendorf ,  whom  Friedrich  Wilhelm  so 
loves,  is  by  no  means  a  beautiful  man;  far  the  reverse. 
Bodily,  —  and  the  spirit  corresponds,  —  a  stifiP-backed, 
petrified,  stony,  inscrutable-looking,  and  most  unbeauti- 
fiil  old  Intriguer.  Portraits  of  him,  which  are  frequent, 
tell  all  one  story.  The  brow  puckered  together,  in  a 
wide  web  of  wrinkles  from  each  temple,  as  if  it  meant 
to  hide  the  bad  pair  of  eyes,  which  look  suspicion,  in- 
quiry, apprehension,  habit  of  double-distilled  mendacity; 
the  indeterminate  projecting  chin,  with  its  thick,  chapped 
under-lip,  is  shaken-out,  or  shoved-out,  in , mill-hopper 
fashion,  —  as  if  to  swallow  anything  there  may  be, 
spoken  thing  or  other,  and  grind  it  to  profitable  meal 
for  itself.  Spiritually  he  was  an  old  Soldier  let  for 
hire;  an  old  Intriguer,  Liar,  Fighter,  what  you  like. 
What  we  may  call  a  Human  Soul  standing  like  a 
hackney-coach,  this  half-century  past,  with  head,  tongue, 
heart,  conscience,  at  the  best  of  a  discerning  public  and 
its  shilling. 

There  is  considerable  faculty,  a  certain  stiff-necked 
strength  in  the  old  fellow;  in  fact,   Nature  had  been 
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rather  kind  to  him;  and  certainly  his  Uncle  and  Guar- 
dian, —  the  distinguished  Seckendorf  who  did  the 
Historia  Lutheranismi  ^  a  Bitter  ^^  and  man  of  good  mark, 
in  Ernst  the  Fious  of  Saxe-Gotha's  time,  —  took  pains 
about  his  education.  But  Nature's  gifts  have  not  pro- 
spered with  him:  how  could  they,  in  that  hackney-coach 
way  of  life?  Considerable  gifts,  we  say;  shrunk  into 
a  strange  bankruptcy  in  the  development  of  them.  A 
stiff-backed,  close-fisted  old.gentleman,  with  mill-hopper 
chin,  —  with  puckery  much-inquiring  eyes,  which  have 
never  discovered  any  noble  path  for  him  in  this  world. 
He  is  a  strictly  orthodox  Protestant;  zealous  about  ex- 
ternal points  of  moral  conduct;  yet  scruples  not,  for  the 
Kaiser's  shilling,  to  lie  with  energy  to  all  lengths;  and 
fight,  according  to  the  Reichs-Hofrath  code,  for  any 
god  or  man.  He  is  gone  mostly  to  avarice,  in  these 
mature  years;  all  his  various  strengths  turned  into 
strength  of  grasping.  He  is  now  fifty-four;  a  man 
public  in  the  world,  especially  since  he  became  the 
Kaiser's  man:  but  he  has  served  various  masters,  in 
various  capacities,  and  been  in  many  wars;  —  and  for 
the  next  thirty  years  we  shall  still  occasionally  meet 
him,  seldom  to  our  advantage. 

He  comes  &om  Anspach  originally;  and  has  kindred 
Seckendorfs  in  oflSce  there,  old  Ritters  in  that  Country. 
He  inherited  a  handsome  castle  and  estate,  Meuselwitz, 
near  Altenburg  in  the  Thtlringen  region,  firom  that 
Uncle,  Ernst  of  Saxe-Gotha's  man,  whom  we  spoke  of; 
and  has  otherwise  gained  wealth;  all  which  he  holds 
like  a  vice.     Once,  at  Meuselwitz,  they  say,  he  and 

Carlyle,  Frederic  the  Great.  UU  ^ 
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some  yonng  secretary,  of  a  smartish  torn,  sat  working 
or  conversing,  in  a  large  room  with  only  one  candle  to 
illuminate  it:  the  secretary,  snuffing  the  candle,  snuffed 
it  out:  "Pshaw,"  said  Seckendorf  impatiently,  "where 
did  you  learn  to  handle  snuffers?"  "Excellenz,  in  a 
place  where  there  were  two  lights  kept!"  replied  the 
other.* — For  the  rest,  he  has  a  good  old  Wife  atMeusel- 
witz,  who  is  now  old,  and  had  never  any  children; 
who  loves  him  much,  and  is  much  loved  by  him,  it 
would  appear:  this  is  really  the  best  fact  I  ever  knew 
of  him,  —  poor  bankrupt  creature;  gone  all  to  spiri- 
tual rheumatism,  to  strict  orthodoxy,  with  unlimited 
mendacity;  and  avarice  as  the  general  outcome!  Stiff- 
backed,  close-fisted  strength,  all  grown  wooden  or 
stony;  yet  some  little  well  of  human  sympathy  does  lie 
far  in  the  interior:  one  wishes,  after  all  (since  he  could 
not  be  got  hanged  in  time  for  us),  good  days  to  his 
poor  old  Wife  and  him!  He  both  lisps  and  snuffles, 
as  was  mentioned;  writes  cunningly,  acres  of  despatches 
to  Prince' Eugene;  never  swears,  though  a  militaiy 
man,  except  on  great  occasions  one  oath,  Jami-bleu^  — 
which  is  perhaps  some  flash-note  version  of  Chair^de- 
Dieu,  like  Far-bleuj  'Zounds  and  the  rest  of  them, 
which  the  Devil  cannot  prosecute  you  for;  whereby  an 
economic  man  has  the  pleasure  of  swearing  on  cheap 
terms. 

Herr  PoUnitz's  account  of  Seckendorf  is  unusually 
emphatic;  babbling  Pollnitz  rises  into  a  strain  of  pul- 
pit-eloquence, inspired  by  indignation,  on  this  topic: 

*  Seckendorf  i  Lehen  (already  cited),  i.  4. 
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"He  affected  German  downrightness,  to  which  he  was 
"a  stranger;  and  followed,  under  a  deceitful  show  of 
"piety,  all  the  principles  of  Macchiavel.  With  the 
"most  sordid  love  of  money  he  combined  boorish  man- 
"ners.  Lies"  (of  the  distilled  kind  chiefly)  "had  so 
"become  a  habit  with  him,  that  he  had  altogether  lost 
"notion  of  employing  truth  in  speech.  It  was  the  soul 
"of  a  usurer,  inhabiting  now  the  body  of  a  war-cap- 
"tain,  now  transmigrating  into  that  of  a  huckster.  False 
"oaths,  and  the  abominablest  basenesses,  cost  him  no- 
"  thing,  so  his  object  might  be  reached.  He  was  miserly 
"with  his  own,  but  lavish  with  his  Master's  money; 
"  daily  he  gave  most  striking  proofs  of  both  these  habi- 
**tudes.  And  this  was  the  man  whom  we  saw,  for  a 
"space  of  time,  at  the  head  of  the  Kaiser's  Armies, 
"and  at  the  helm  of  the  State  and  of  the  German  Em- 
"pire,"*  —  having  done  the  Prussian  affair  so  well. 

This  cunning  old  Gentleman,  to  date  from  the 
autumn  of  1726,  may  be  said  to  have  taken  possession 
of  FriedrichWUhelm;  to  have  gone  into  him,  Grumkow 
and  he,  as  two  devils  would  have  done  in  the  old  mi- 
raculous times;  and,  in  many  senses,  it  was  they,  not 
the  nominal  proprietor,  that  lived  Friedrich  Wilhelm's 
life.  For  the  next  seven  years,  a  figure  went-about, 
not  doubting  it  was  Friedrich  Wilhelm;  but  it  was  in 
reality  Seckendorf-and-Grumkow  much  more.  These 
two,  conjuror  and  his  man,  both  invisible,  have  caught 
their  royal  wild  Bear;  got  a  rope  round  his  muzzle;  — 
and  so  dance  him  about;  now  terrifying,  now  exhilara- 

•  P&Unitz,  U.288. 
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ting  all  the  market  by  the  pranks  he  plays!  Gnunkow, 
a  very  Macchiavel  after  his  sort,  know  the  nature  of 
the  royal  animal  as  no  other  did.  Gromkow,  pnr- 
chased  by  his  Pension  of  500/.,  is  dog-cheap  at  the 
money,  as  Seckendorf  often  urges  at  Vienna,  Is  he 
not?  And  they  add  a  touch  of  extraordinary  gift  now 
and  then,  40,000  florins  (4,000/.)  on  .one  occasion:* 
for  "Grumkow  dienet  ehrlich  (serves  honourably)," 
urges  Seckendorf;  and  again,  "If  anybody  deserves 
favour"  {Gnade^  meaning  extra  pay),  "it  is  this  gentle- 
man;" —  wahrlichi  Purchased  Grumkow  bas  ample 
money  at  command,  to  purchase  other  people  needed; 
and  does  purchase;  so  that  all  things  and  persons  can 
be  falsified  and  enchanted,  as  need  is.  By  and  by  it 
has  got  so  far,  that  Friedrich  Wilhelm^s  Ambassador  at 
London  maintains  a  cipher  correspondence  with  Grum- 
kow; and  writes  to  Friedrich  Wilhelm,  not  what  is 
passing  in  city  or  court  there,  but  what  Grumkow 
wishes  Friedrich  Wilhelm  to  think  is  passing. 

Of  insinuations,  by  assent  or  contradiction,  potent 
if  you  know  the  nature  of  the  beast ;  of  these  we  need 
not  speak.  Tabaks-CoUegium  has  become  a  workshop: 
—  human  nature  can  fancy  it!  Nay  human  nature 
can  still  read  it  in  the  British  State-Paper  Office,  to 
boundless  stupendous  extent;  —  but  ought  mostly  to 
suppress  it  when  read. 

This  is  a  very  strange  part  of  Friedrich  Wilhelm's 
history;  and  has  caused  much  wonder  in  the  world; 

•  In  1783;  FSrBter,  iii.  282. 
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Wilhelmina's  Book  rather  aggravating  than  assuaging 
that  feeling,  on  the  part  of  intelligent  readers.  A  Book 
written  long  afterwards,  from  her  recollections,  from  her 
own  oblique  point  of  view;  in  a  beautifully  shrill 
humour;  running,  not  unnaturally,  into  confused  exag- 
gerations and  distortions  of  all  kinds.  Not  menda- 
ciously written  anywhere,  yet  erroneously  everywhere. 
Wilhelmina  had  no  knowledge  of  the  magical  machinery 
that  was  at  work:  she  vaguely  suspects  Grumkow  and 
Seckendorf ;  but  does  not  guess,  in  the  mad  explosions 
of  Papa,  that  two  devils  have  got  into  Papa,  and  are 
doing  the  mischief.  Trusting  to  memory  alone,  she 
misdates,  mistakes,  misplaces;  jumbles  all  things  topsy- 
turvy; —  giving,  on  the  whole,  an  image  of  affairs 
which  is  altogether  oblique,  dislocated,  exaggerative; 
and  which,  in  fine,  proves  unintelligible,  if  you  try  to 
construe  it  into  a  fact,  or  thing  done.  Yet  her  Human 
Narrative,  in  that  wide  waste  of  merely  Pedant 
Maunderings ,  is  of  great  worth  to  us.  A  green  tree,  a 
leafy  grove,  better  or  worse,  in  the  wilderness  of  dead 
bones  and  sand,  —  how  welcome  I  Many  other  Books 
have  been  written  on  the  matter;  but  these,  to  my  ex- 
perience, only  darken  it  more  and  more.  Pull  Wil- 
helmina straight^  the  best  you  can;  deduct  a  twenty- 
five  or  sometimes  even  a  seventy-five  per-cent,  from  the 
exaggerative  portions  of  her  statement;  you  will  find 
her  always  true,  lucid,  charmingly  human;  and  by  far 
the  best  authority  on  this  part  of  her  Brother's  History. 
State-Papers  to  some  extent  have  also  been  printed  on 
the  matter;  and  of  written  State-Papers,  here  in  En^- 
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land  and  elsewhere,  this  Editor  has  had  several  hun- 
dredweights distilled  for  him:  but  except  as  lights 
hung -out  over  Wilhelmina,  nothing  yet  known,  of 
published  or  manuscript,  can  be  regarded  as  good  for 
much. 

O  Heavens,  had  one  but  seven-league  boots,  to  get 
across  that  inane  country,  —  a  bottomless  whirlpool  of 
dust  and  cobwebs  in  many  places;  —  where,  at' any 
rate,  we  had  so  little  to  do!  Elucidating,  rectifying, 
painAiUy  contrasting,  comparing,  let  us  try  to  work-out 
some  conceivable  picture  of  this  strange  Imperial 
Much  ado  about  Nothing;  and  get  our  unfortunate 
Crown-Prince,  and  our  unfortunate  selves,  alive 
through  it 
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CHAPTER  Vn. 

TOBACCO-PARLIAMENT. 

In  these  distressing  junctures,  it  may  cheer  the 
reader^s  spirits,  and  will  tend  to  explain  for  him  what 
is  coming,  if  we  glance  a  little  into  the  Friedrich-Wil- 
helm  Tabagie  {Tabaks- Collegium  or  Smoking  College), 
more  worthy  to  be  called  Tobacco-Parliament,  of  which 
there  have  already  been  incidental  notices.  Far  too 
remarkable  an  Institution^  of  the  country  to  be  over- 
looked by  us  here. 

Friedrich  Wilhelm,  though  an  absolute  Monarch, 
does  not  dream  of  governing  without  Law,  still  less 
without  Justice,  which  he  knows  well  to  be  the  one 
basis  for  him  and  for  all  Kings  and  men.  His  life- 
efPort,  prosecuted  in  a  grand,  imconscious,  unvarying 
and  instinctive  way,  may  be  defined  rather  as  the  effort 
to  find-out  everywhere  in  his  affairs  what  was  justice; 
to  make  regulations,  laws  in  conformity  with  that,  and 
to  guide  himself  and  his  Prussia  rigorously  by  these. 
Truly  he  is  not  of  constitutional  turn;  callrea  little  about 
the  wigs  and  formalities  of  justice,  pressing^on  so 
fiercely  towards  the  essence  and  fact  of  it;  he  has  been 
known  to  tear  asunder  the  wigs  and  formalities,  in  a 
notably  impatient  manner,  when  they  stood  between 
Urn  and  the  fact.     But  Prussia  haQ  its  Laws  withal^ 
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tolerably  abundant,  tolerably  fixed  and  supreme:  and 
the  meanest  Prussian  man  that  could  find-out  a  definite 
Law,  commg  athwart  Friedrich  Wilhelm*s  wrath,  would 
check  Friedrich  Wilhelm  in  mid-volley,  —  or  hope 
with  good  ground  to  do  it  Hope,  we  say;  for  Ae 
King  is  in  his  own  and  his  people^s  eyes,  to  some  in- 
definite extent,  always  himself  the  supreme  ultimate 
Interpreter,  and  grand  living  codex,  of  the  Laws,  — 
always  to  some  indefinite  extent;  —  and  there  remains 
for  a  subject  man  nothing  but  the  appeal  to  PhiUp 
sober ^  in  some  rash  cases!  On  the  whole,  however, 
Friedrich  Wilhelm  is  by  no  means  a  lawless  Monarch; 
nor  are  his  Prussians  slaves  by  any  means:  they  are 
patient,  stout-hearted,  subject  men,  with  a  very  con- 
siderable quantity  of  radical  fire,  very  well  covered-in; 
prevented  from  idle  explosions,  bound  to  a  respectful 
demeanour,  and  especially  to  hold  their  tongues  as 
much  as  possible. 

Friedrich  Wilhelm  has  not  the  least  shadow  of  a 
Constitutional  Parliament,  nor  even  a  Privy-Council,  as 
we  understand  it;  his  Ministers  being  in  general  mere 
Clerks  to  register  and  execute  what  he  had  otherwise 
resolved  upon:  but  he  had  his  Tahaks-CoUegiumy  To- 
bacco-College, Smoking  Congress,  Tahagie^  which  has 
made  so  much  noise  in  the  world,  and  which,  in  a 
rough  natural  way,  affords  him  the  uses  of  a  Parlia- 
ment, on  most  cheap  terms,  and  without  the  formidable 
inconveniences  attached  to  that  kind  of  Listitution. 
A  Parliament  reduced  to  its  simplest  expression,  and, 
instead    of   Parliamentary    eloquence,    provided   with 


CHAP,  yil.]  TOBACCO-PARHAMENT.  41 

1726.  ■• 

Dutch  claypipes  and  tobacco:  so  we  may  define  this 
celebrated  Tabagie  of  Friedrich  WilheLoa's. 

Tabagies  were  not  uncommon  among  German  Sove- 
reigns of  that  epoch:  George  I.  at  Hanover  had  his 
Smoking-room,  and  select  smoking  Party  on  an  even- 
ing; and  even  at  London,  as  we  noticed,  smoking 
nightly,  wetting  his  royal  throat  with  thin  beer,  in 
presence  of  his  fat  and  of  his  lean  Mistress,  if  there 
were  no  other  company.  Tobacco,  —  introduced  by 
the  Swedish  soldiers  in  the  Thirty- Years  War,  say 
some;  or  even  by  the  English  soldiers  in  the  Bobemian 
or  Palatinate  beginnings  of  said  War,  say  others;  — 
tobacco,  once  shown  them,  was  enthusiastically  adopted 
by  the  German  populations,  long  in  want  of  such  an 
article;  and  has  done  important  multifarious  fanctions 
in  that  Country  ever  since.  For  truly,  in  Politics,  Mo- 
rality and  all  departments  of  their  Practical  and  Spe- 
culative affairs,  we  may  trace  its  influences,  good  and 
bad,  to  this  day. 

Influences  generally  bad;  pacificatory  but  bad,  en- 
gaging you  in  idle  cloudy  dreams;  —  still  worse,  pro- 
moting composure  among  the  palpably  chaotic  and  dis- 
composed; soothing  all  things  into  lazy  peace;  that  all 
things  may  be  left  to  themselves  very  much,  and  to 
the  laws  of  gravity  and  decomposition.  Whereby  Ger- 
man affairs  are  come  to  be  greatly  overgrown  with 
funguses  in  our  Time;  and  give  symptoms  of  dry  and 
of  wet  rot,  wherever  handled. 

George  I.,  we  say,  had  his  Tabagie;  and  other 
German  Sovereigns  had:  but  none  of  them  turned  it  to 
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a  Political  Institution,  as  Friedricli  Wilhelm  did.  The 
thrifty  man;  finding  it  would  serve  in  that  capacity 
withal.  He  had  taken  it  up  as  a  commonplace  solace 
and  amusement:  it  is  a  reward  for  doing  strenuously 
the  daj^s  heavy  labours,  to  wind  them  up  in  this  man- 
ner, in  quiet  society  of  friendly  human  faces,  into  a 
contemplative  smoke-canopy,  slowly  spreading  into  the 
realm  of  sleep  and  its  dreams.  Friedrich  Wilhelm  was 
a  man  of  habitudes;  his  evening  Tabagie  became  a  law 
of  Nature  to  him,  constant  as  the  setting  of  the  sun. 
Favourable  circumstances,  quietiy  noticed  and  laid  hold 
of  by  the  thrifty  man,  developed  this  simple  evening 
arrangement  of  his  into  a  sort  of  Smoking  Parliament, 
small  but  powerful,  where  State-consultations,  in  a  fitful 
informal  way,  took  place;  and  the  weightiest  affairs 
might,  by  dextrous  management,  cunning  insinuation 
and  manceuvring  from  those  that  understood  the  art  and 
the  place,  be  bent  this  way  or  that,  and  ripened  to- 
wards such  issue  as  was  desirable. 

To  ascertain  what  the  true  course  in  regard  to  this 
or  the  other  high  matter  will  be;  what  the  public  will 
think  of  it;  and,  in  short,  what  and  how  the  Executive- 
Boyal  shall  do  therein:  this,  the  essential  function  of  a 
Parliament  and  Privy- Council,  was  here,  by  artless 
cheap  methods,  under  tiie  bidding  of  mere  Nature, 
multifariously  done;  mere  taciturnity  and  sedative  smoke 
making  the  most  of  what  natural  intellect  there  might 
be.  The  substitution  of  Tobacco-smoke  for  Parliamen- 
tary eloquence  is,  by  some,  held  to  be  a  great  im- 
provement   Here  is  Smelfimgus's  opinion,  quaintly  ex- 
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pressed,  with  a  smile  in  it,  which  perhaps  is  not  all 
of  joy: 

"Tobacco-smoke  is  the  one  element  in  which,  by  our 
"European  manners,  men  can  sit  silent  together  without 
**  embarrassment,  and  where  no  man  is  bound  to  speak  one 
**word  more  than  he  has  actually  and  veritably  got  to  say. 
"  Nay,  rather  every  man  is  admonished  and  enjoined  by  the 
**  laws  of  honour,  and  even  of  personal  ease,  to  stop  short  of 
"  that  point;  at  all  events,  to  hold  his  peace  and  take  to  his 
'^pipe  again,  the  instant  he  has  spoken  his  meaning,  if  he 

*  *  chance  to  Have  any.  The  results  of  which  salutary  practice, 
**if  introduced  into  Constitutional  Parliaments,  might  evi- 
'^  dently  be  incalculable.  The  essence  of  what  little  intellect 
*• '  and  insight  there  is  in  that  room :  we  shall  or  can  get  nothing 
"more  out  of  any  Parliament;  and  sedative ,  gently-soothing, 
"gently-clarifying  tobacco-smoke  (if  the  room  were  well 
"ventilated,  open  atop,  and  the  air  kept  good),  with  the 
"obligation  to  a  minimum  of  speech,  surely  gives  human  in- 
"  tellect  and  insight  the  best  chance  they  can  have.  Best 
"chance,  instead  of  the  worst  chance  as  at  present:  ah  me,  ah 
"me,  who  will  reduce  fools  to  silence  again  in  any  measure? 
"  Who  will  deliver  men  from  this  hideous  nightmare  of  Stump- 
"  Oratory ,  under  which  the  grandest  Nations  are  choking  to  a 
"nameless  death,  bleeding  (too  truly)  from  mouth  and  nose 

*  *  and  ears ,  in  our  sad  days  ?  " 

This  Tobacco-College  is  the  Grmnkow-and-Secken- 
dorf  chief  field  of  action.  These  two  gentlemen  under- 
stand thoroughly  the  nature  of  the  Prussian  Tobacco- 
Parliament;  have  studied  the  conditions  of  it  to  the 
most  intricate  cranny:  no  English  Whipper-in  or  elo- 
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quent  Premier  knows  his  St  Stephen^s  better,  or  how 
to  hatch  a  measure  in  that  dim  hot  element  Bj  hint, 
by  innuendo;  by  contemplative  smoke,  speech  and 
forbearance  to  speak;  often  looking  one  way  and  rowing 
another,  —  they  can  touch  the  secret  springs,  and 
guide  in  a  surprising  manner  the  big  dangerous  Fire- 
ship  (for  such  every  State-Parliament  is)  towards  the 
haven  they  intend  for  it  Most  dextrous  Parliament- 
men  (Smoke-Parliament);  no  Walpole,  no  Dundas,  or 
immortal  Pitt,  First  or  Second,  is  cleverer  in  Parlia- 
mentary practice.  For  their  Fireship,  though  smaller 
than  the  British,  is  very  dangerous  withal.  Look  at 
this,  for  instance:  Seckendorf,  one  evening,  £ar  con- 
trary to  his  wont,  which  was  prostrate  respect  in  easy 
forms,  and  always  judicious  submission  of  one's  own 
weaker  judgment,  towards  his  Majesty,  —  has  got 
into  some  difficult  defence  of  the  Kaiser;  defence  very 
dif&cult,  or  in  reality  impossible.  The  cautious  man 
is  flustered  by  the  intricacies  of  his  position,  by  his 
Majesty's  indignant  counter-volleys,  and  the  perilous 
necessity  there  is  to  do  the  impossible  on  the  spur  of 
the  instant:  —  gets  into  emphasis,  answers  his  Ma- 
jesty's volcanic  fire  by  incipient  heat  of  his  own;  and, 
in  short,  seems  in  danger  of  forgetting  himself,  and 
kindling  the  Tobacco -Parliament  into  a  mere  confla* 
gration.  That  will  be  an  issue  for  us!  And  yet  who 
dare  interfere?  Friedrich  Wilhelm's  words,  in  high 
clangorous  metallic  plangency,  and  the  pathos  of  a 
lion  raised  by  anger  into  song,  fall  hotter  and  hotter; 
Seckendorf s  puckered  brow  is  growing  of  slate  colour; 
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liis  shelf-lip,  shuttling  violently,,  lisps  and  snuffles  mere 
unconciliatory  matter:  —  "What  on  earth  will  become 
of  us?  —  "Hoom!,  Boom!"  dextrous  Grumkow  has 
drawn  a  Humming  top  from  his  pocket,  and  suddenly 
sent  it  spinning.  There  it  hums  and  caracoles,  through 
the  bottles  and  glasses;  reckless  what  dangerous  break- 
age and  spilth  it  may  occasion.  Friedrich  Wilhelm 
looked  aside  to  it  indignantly.  "What  is  that?'*  in- 
quired he,  in  metallic  tone  still  high.  "Pooh,  a  toy  I 
bought  for  the  little  Prince  August,  your  Majesty:  am 
only  trying  it!"  His  Majesty  understood  the  hint, 
Seckendorf  still  better;  and  a  jolly  touch  of  laughter, 
on  both  sides,  brought  the  matter  back  into  the  safe 
tobacco-clouds  again.* 

This  Smoking  Parliament  or  Tahaks-Collegium  of 
his  Prussian  Majesty  was  a  thing  much  talked-of  in  the 
world;  but  till  Seckendorf  and  Grumkow  started  their 
grand  operations  there,  its  proceedings  are  not  on  re- 
cord; nor  indeed  till  then  had  its  political  or  parlia- 
mentary function  become  so  decidedly  evident  It  was 
originally  a  simple  Smoking  Club ;  got  together  on  hest 
of  Nature,  without  ulterior  intentions:  —  thus  English 
Parliamenta  themselves  are  understood  to  have  been, 
in  the  old  Norman  time,  mere  royal  Christmas-Festi- 
vities, with  natural  colloquy  or  parleying  between  King 
and  Nobles  ensuing  thereupon,  and  what  wisest  consul- 
tation concerning  the  arduous  things  of  the  realm  the 
circumstances  gave  rise  to.     Such  parleyings  or  con- 

•  F6r»ter»  il.  110. 
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snltations,  —  always  two  in  number  in  regard  to  eirery 
matter,  it  would  seem,  or  even  three;  one  sober,  one 
drunk,  and  one  just  after  being  drunk,  —  proving  of 
extreme  service  in  practice,  grew  to  be  Parliament,  with 
its  three  readings,  and  what  not. 

A  Smoking-room,  —  with  wooden  furniture,  we 
can  suppose,  —  in  each  of  his  Majesty's  royal  Palaces, 
was  set  apart  for  this  evening  service,  and  became  the 
Tabagie  of  his  Majesty.  A  Tabagie-room  in  the  Ber- 
lin Schloss,  another  in  the  Potsdam,  if  the  cicerone 
had  any  knowledge,  could  still  be  pointed-out:  —  but 
the  Tobacco-pipes  that  are  shown  as  Friedrich  Wil- 
helm's,  in  the  Kunstkammer  or  Museum  of  Berlin,  pipes 
which  no  rational  smoker,  not  compelled  to  it,  would 
have  used,  awaken  just  doubt  as  to  the  cicerones;  and 
you  leave  the  Locality  of  the  Tabagie  a  thing  con- 
jectural. In  summer  season,  at  Potsdam  and  in  coun- 
try situations,  Tabagie  could  be  held  under  a  tent:  we 
expressly  know,  his  Majesty  held  Tabagie  at  Wuster- 
hausen  nightly  on  the  Steps  of  the  big  Fountain,  in 
the  Outer  Court  there.  Issuing  from  Wusterhausen 
Schloss,  and  its  little  clipped  lindens,  by  the  western 
side;  passing  the  sentries,  bridge  and  black  ditch,  with 
live  Prussian  eagles,  vicious  black  bears,  you  come 
upon  the  royal  Tabagie  of  Wusterhausen;  covered  by 
an  awning,  I  should  think;  sending  forth  its  bits  of 
smoke-clouds,  and  its  hum  of  human  talk,  into  the 
wide  free  Desert  round.  Any  room  that  was  large 
enough,  and  had  height  of  ceiling,  and  air-circjilation 
and  no  cloth-furniture,  would  do:  and  in  each  Palace 
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is  one,  or  more  than  one,  that  has  been  fixed-upon  and 
fitted-out  for  that  object 

A  high  large  Eoom,  as  the  Engravings  (mostly 
worthless)  give  it  us:  contented  saturnine  human  figures, 
a  dozen  or  so  of  them,  sitting  round  a  large  long 
Table,  furnished  for  the  occasion;  long  Dutch  pipe  in 
the  mouth  of  each  man;  supplies  of  knaster  easily 
accessible;  small  pan  of  burning  peat,  in  the  Dutch 
fashion  (sandy  native  charcoal,  which  bums  slowly 
without  smoke),  is  at  your  left  hand;  at  your  right  a 
jug,  which  I  find  to  consist  of  excellent  thin  bitter 
beer.  Other  costlier  materials  for  drinking,  if  you 
want  such,  are  not  beyond  reach.  On  side-tables  stand 
wholesome  cold-meats,  royal  rounds  of  beef  not  want- 
ing, with  bread  thinly  sliced  and  buttered:  in  a  rustic 
but  neat  and  abundant  way,  such  innocent  accommoda- 
tions, narcotic  or  nutritious,  gaseous,  fluid  and  solid, 
as  human  nature,  bent  on  contemplation  and  an  even- 
ing lounge,  can  require.  Perfect  equality  is  to  be  the 
rule;  no  rising,  or  notice  taken,  when  anybody  enters 
or  leaves.  Let  the  entering  man  take  his  place  and 
pipe,  without  obligatory  remarks:  if  he  cannot  smoke, 
which  is  Seckendorf  s  case  for  instance,  let  him  at  least 
affect  to  do  so,  and  not  rufje  the  established  stream  of 
things.  And  so,  Pufi*,  slowly  Pff!  —  and  any  com- 
fortable speech  that  is  in  you;  or  none,  if  you  authen- 
tically have  not  any. 

Old  official  gentlemen,  military  for  most  part; 
Grumkow,  Derschau,  Old-Dessauer  (when  at  hand), 
Seckendorf,  old  General  Flans  (rugged  Platt-Deutsch 
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specimen,  capable  of  tocadille  or  backgammon,  capable 
of  rough  slashes  of  sarcasm  when  he  opens  his  old 
beard  for  speech) :  these,  and  the  like  of  these,  intimate 
confidants  of  the  King,  men  who  could  speak  a  little, 
or  who  could  be  socially  silent  otherwise,  —  seem  to 
have  been  the  staple  of  the  Institution.  Strangers 
of  mark,  who  happened  to  be  passing,  were  occasional 
guests;  Ginckel  tiiie  Dutch  Ambassador,  though  foreign 
like  Seckendorf,  was  well-seen  there;  garrulous  P5llnitz, 
who  has  wandered-over  all  the  world,  had  a  standing 
invitation.  Kings,  high  Princes  on  visit,  were  sure  to 
have  the  honour.  The  Crown-Prince,  now  and  after- 
wards, was  often  present;  oftener  than  he  liked,  —  in 
such  an  atmosphere,  in  such  an  element  "The  litde 
"Princes  were  all  wont  to  come  in,"  doffing  their  bits 
of  triangular  hats,  "and  bid  Papa  goodnight.  One  of 
"the  old  Generals  would  sometimes  put  them  through 
"their  exercise;  and  the  little  creatures  were  unwilling 
"to  go  away  to  bed." 

In  such  Assemblage,  when  business  of  importance, 
foreign  or  domestic,  was  not  occupying  the  royal 
thoughts,  —  the  Talk,  we  can  believe,  was  rambling 
and  multifarious :  the  day's  hunting,  if  at  Wusterhansen; 
the  day's  news,  if  at  Berlin  or  Potsdam;  old  re- 
miniscences, too,  I  can  fancy,  tuming-up,  and  talk, 
even  in  Seckendorf 's  own  time,  about  siege  of  Menin 
(where  your  Majesty  first  did  me  the  honour  of  some 
notice).  Siege  of  Stralsund,  and  —  duly  on  September 
11th  at  least  —  Malplaquet,  with  Marlborough  and 
Eugene:  what  Marlborough  said,  looked:  and  especially 
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Lottum,  late  Feldmarschall  Lottum;^  and  how  the 
Prussian  Infantry  held  firm,  like  a  wall  of  rocks,  when 
the  horse  were  swept  away,  —  rocks  highly  volcanic, 
and  capable  of  rolling  forward  too;  —  and  "how  a 
certain  Adjutant^'  (Derschau  smokes  harder,  and  blushes 
brown)  "snatched  poor  Tettau  on  his  back,  bleeding  to 
death,  amid  the  iron  whirlwinds,  and  brought  him  out 
of  shot-range."**  —  "Hm,  na,  such  a  Day,  that,  Herr 
Feldzeugmeister,  as  we  shall  not  see  again  till  the  Last 
of  the  Days!" 

Failing  talk,  there  were  Newspapers  in  abundance; 
scraggy  Dutch  Courants,  Journals  of  the  Rhine,  Famas^ 
Frankfort  Zeitungs;  with  which  his  Majesty  exuberantly 
supplied  himself;  —  being  willing  to  know  what  was 
passing  in  the  high  places  of  the  world ,  or  even  what 
in  the  dark  snuffy  Editor's  thoughts  was  passing.  This 
kind  of  matter,  as  some  picture  of  the  actual  hour,  his 
Majesty  liked  to  have  read  to  him,  even  during  meal- 
time. Some  subordinate  character,  with  clear  windpipe, 
—  all  the  better  too,  if  he  be  a  book-man,  cognisant 
of  History,  Geography,  and  can  explain  everything,  — - 
usually  reads  the  Newspaper  from  some  high  seat  bo- 
hind  backs,  while  his  Majesty  and  Household  dine. 
The  same  subordinate  personage  may  be  worth  his 
place  in  the  Tabagie,  should  his  function  happen  to 
prove  necessary  there.  Even  book-men,  though  generally 

•  Died  1719. 

**  Uilitair  LexHton^  iv.  78,  §  M%)or-General  von  Tettaa,  and  1.  84S, 
S  Dersohan.  This  was  the  beginning  of  Deraohaa's  favour  with  Friedrich 
Wilhelm,  who  had  witnessed  this  piece  of  foithftil  work* 

Carlyle,  Frederic  the  Great,  UU  ^ 
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pedants  and  mere  bags  of  wind  and  folly,  are  good  for 
something,  more  especially  if  rich  mines  of  qnizzability 
turn-out  to  be  workable  in  them. 

Of  Gundling^  and  the  Literary  Men  in  Tobacco- 

Parliament. 

Friedrich  Wilhelm  had,  in  succession  or  sometimes 
simultaneously,  a  number  of  such  Nondescripts,  to  read 
his  Newspapers  and  season  his  Tabagie ;  —  last  evanes- 
cent phasis  of  the  old  Court-Fool  species ;  —  who  form 
a  noticeable  feature  of  his  environment.  One  very  fa- 
mous literary  gentleman  of  this  description,  who  dis- 
tanced every  competitor,  in  the  Tabagie  and  elsewhere, 
for  serving  his  Majesty's  occasions,  was  Jakob  Paul 
Gundling;  a  name  still  laughingly  remembered  among 
the  Prussian  people.  Gundling  was  a  Country  Clergy- 
man's son,  of  the  Niimberg  quarter;  had  studied,  carry- 
ing-off  the  honours  in  various  Universities ;  had  read,  or 
turned-over,  whole  cartloads  of  wise  and  foolish  Books 
(gravitating,  I  fear,  towards  the  latter  kind)-,  had  gone 
the  Grand  Tour  as  travelling  tutor,  "as  companion  to 
an  English  gentleman.''  He  had  seen  courts,  perhaps 
camps,  at  lowest  cities  and  inns;  knew  in  a  manner, 
practically  and  theoretically,  all  things,  and  had  pub- 
lished multifarious  Books  of  his  own.*  The  sublime 
long-eared  erudition  of  the  man  was  not  to  be  contested; 
manifest  to  everybody;  thrice  and  four  times  manifest 
to  himself,  in  the  first  place. 

*  List  of  them,  Tvrenty-one  in  number,  mostly  on  learned  Antiquarian 
0nbJeGto,  —  in  F(Jrat«r,  ii.  255,  256. 
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In  the  course  of  his  roamings,  and  grand  and  little 
tours,  he  had  come  to  Berlin  in  old  King  Friedrich's 
time;  had  thrown  powder  in  the  eyes  of  men  there, 
and  been  appointed  to  Professorships  in  the  Ritter- Aca- 
demy, to  Chief-Heraldships,  —  "Historiographer  Royal," 
and  perhaps  other  honours  and  emoluments.  The  whole 
of  which  were  cut -down  by  the  ruthless  scythe  of 
Friedrich  Wilhelm,  ruthlessly  mowing  his  field  clear, 
in  the  manner  we  saw  at  his  Accession.  Whereby 
learned  grandiloquent  Gundling,  much  addicted  to  li- 
quor by  this  time,  and  turning  the  comer  of  forty,  saw 
himself  cast-forth  into  the  general  wilderness;  that  is  to 
say,  walking  the  streets  of  Berlin,  with  no  resources 
but  what  lay  within  himself  and  his  own  hungry  skin. 
Much  given  to  liquor  too.  How  he  lived,  for  a  year 
or  two  after  this,  —  erudite  pen  and  braggart  tongue 
his  only  resources,  —  were  tragical  to  say.  At  length 
a  famous  Tavernkeeper ,  the  ^^Ldpziger  Polter-Hans 
(Leipzig  Ej11-Cow,  or  Boisterous- Jack) j"*^  as  they  call 
him,  finding  what  a  dungeon  of  erudite  talk  this 
Gundling  was,  and  how  gentlemen  got  entertained  by 
him,  gave  Gundling  the  run  of  his  Tavern  (or,  I  fear, 
only  a  seat  in  the  drinking-room);  and  it  was  here  that 
General  Grumkow  found  him,  talking  big,  and  disserting 
de  omni  sdbiliy  to  the  ancient  Berlin  gentlemen  over 
their  cups. 

A  very  Dictionary  of  a  man;  who  knows,  in  a 
manner,  all  things;  and  is  by  no  means  ignorant  that 
he  knows  them:  Would  not  this  man  suit  his  Majesty? 
thought   Grumkow;  and  brought   him   to  Majesty,  to 

4* 
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read  the  Newspapers  and  explain  everything.  Date  is 
not  given,  or  hinted  at;  but  incidentally  we  find  Gnnd- 
ling  in  full  blast  "in  the  year  1718;"*  and  conclude 
his  instalment  was  a  year  or  two  before.  Gundling 
came  to  his  Majesty  from  the  Taproom  of  Boisterous- 
Jack;  read  the  Newspapers,  and  explained  everything: 
such  a  Dictionary-in-breeches  (much  given  to  liquor)  as 
his  Majesty  had  got,  was  never  seen  before.  Working 
into  the  man,  his  Majesty,  who  had  a  great  taste  for 
such  things,  discovered  in  him  such  mines  of  college- 
learning,  court-learning,  without  end;  self-conceit,  and 
depth  of  appetite,  not  less  considerable:  in  fine,  such 
Chaotic  Blockheadism  with  the  consciousness  of  being 
Wisdom,  as  was  wondrous  to  behold,  —  as  filled  his 
Majesty,  especially,  with  laughter  and  joyful  amaze- 
ment. Here  are  mines  of  native  Darkness  and  Human 
Stupidity,  capable  of  being  made  to  phosphoresce  and 
effervesce,  —  are  there  not,  your  Majesty?  Omniscient 
Gundling  was  a  prime  resource  in  the  Tabagie,  for 
many  years  to  come.  Man  with  sublimer  stores  of 
long-eared  Learning  and  Omniscience;  man  more  desti- 
tute of  Mother-wit,  was  no-where  to  be  met  with.  A 
man,  bankrupt  of  Mother-wit;  —  who  has  squandered 
any  poor  Mother-wit  he  had  in  the  process  of  acquiring 
his  sublime  Long-eared  Omniscience;  and  has  retained 
only  depth  of  appetite,  —  appetite  for  liquor  among 
other  things,  as  the  consummation  and  bottomless  cess- 
pool of  appetites:  —  is  not  this  a  discovery  we  Iiave 
made,  in  Boisterous- Jack's,  your  Majesty! 

•  Von  Loen:  Kleine  Schriften,  1. 201  (cited  In  FOrster,  i.  360), 
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The  man  was  an  Eldorado  for  the  peculiar  quizzing 
humour  of  his  Majesty;  who  took  immense  delight  in 
working  him,  when  occasion  served.  In  the  first  years, 
he  had  to  attend  his  Majesty  on  all  occasions  of  amuse- 
ment; if  you  invite  his  Majesty  to  dinner,  Gundling  too 
must  he  pf  the  party.  Daily,  otherwise,  Gundling  was 
•at  the  Tabagie;  getting  drunk,  if  nothing  better.  Vein 
after  vein,  rich  in  broad  fun  (very  broad  and  Brobdig- 
nagian,  such  as  suits  there),  is  discovered  in  him:  with- 
out wit  himself,  but  much  the  cause  of  wit.  None 
oftener  shook  the  Tabagie  with  inextinguishable  Hahas: 
daily,  by  stirring  into  him,  you  could  wrinkle  the  Ta- 
bagie into  grim  radiance  of  banter  and  silent  grins. 

He  wore  sublime  clothes:  Friedrich  Wilhelm,  whom 
we  saw  dress-up  his  regimental  Scavenger-Executioners 
in  French  costume,  for  Count  Rothenburg's  behoof, 
made  haste  to  load  Gundling  with  Eathships,  Kammer- 
herrships.  Titles  such  as  fools  covet;  —  gave  him 
tolerable  pensions  too,  poor  devil,  and  even  functions, 
if  they  were  of  the  imaginary  or  big-insignificant  sort. 
Above  all  things,  his  Majesty  dressed  him,  as  the  pink 
of  fortunate  ambitious  courtiers.  Superfine  scarlet  coat, 
gold  buttonholes,  black-velvet  facings  and  embroideries 
without  end:  "straw-coloured  breeches;  red  silk  stock- 
ings," with  probably  blue  clocks  to  them,  "and  shoes 
with  red  heels:"  on  his  learned  head  sat  an  immense 
cloud-periwig  of  white  goats-hair  (the  man  now  growing 
towards  fifty);  in  the  hat  a  red  feather: —  in  this  guise 
he  walked  the  streets,  the  gold  Key  of  Kammerherr 
(Chamberlain)  conspicuously  hanging  at  his  coat-bi:^^:^S 
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and  looked  proudly  down  upon  the  world,  when  sober. 
Alas,  he  was  often  not  sober;  and  fiends  in  human 
shape  were  ready  enough  to  take  advantage  of  his  un- 
guarded situation.  No  man  suffered  ruder  tarring-and- 
feathering;  —  and  his  only  comfort  was  his  bane  withal, 
that  he  had,  under  such  conditions,  the  use  of  the 
royal  cellars,  and  could  always  command  good  liquo» 
there. 

His  illustrious  scarlet  coat,  by  tumblings  in  the 
ditch,  soon  got  dirty  to  a  degree;  and  exposed  him  to 
the  biting  censures  of  his  Majesty,  anxious  for  the  re- 
spectability of  his  Hofraths.  One  day,  two  wicked 
Captains,  finding  him  prostrate  in  some  lone  place,  cut- 
off his  Kammerherr  Key;  and  privately  gave  it  to  his 
Majesty.  Majesty,  in  Tabagie,  notices  Gundling^s 
coat-breast:  "Where  is  your  Key,  then,  Herr  Kammer- 
herr?" "Hm,  hah  —  unfortunately  lost  it,  Ihro  Ma- 
jestat!"  —  "Lost  it,  say  you?"  and  his  Majesty  looks 
dreadftilly  grave.  —  "Key  lost?"  thinks  Tabagie,  grave 
Seckendorf  included:  ^^Jami-bleu,  that  is  something 
serious  I"  "As  if  a  Soldier  were  to  drink  his  musket  P* 
thinks  his  Majesty:  "And  what  are  the  laws,  if  an 
ignorant  fellow  is  shot,  and  a  learned  wise  one  escapes?" 
Here  is  matter  for  a  deliberative  Tabagie;  and  to  poor 
Gundling  a  bad  outlook,  fatal  or  short  of  fatal.  He 
had  better  not  even  drink  much;  but  dispense  with 
consolation,  and  keep  his  wits  about  him,  till  this 
squall  pass.  After  much  deliberating,  it  is  found  that 
the  royal  clemency  can  be  extended;  and  an  outlet  de- 
vised,   under  conditions.      Next  Tabagie,    a  servant 
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enters  with  one  of  the  biggest  trays  in  the  world ,  and 
upon  it  a  "Wooden  Key  gilt,  about  an  ell  long*/' 
this  gigantic  implement  is  solemnly  hung  round 
the  repentant  Kammerherr;  this  he  shall  wear  pub- 
licly as  penance,  and  be  upon  his  behaviour,  till 
the  royal  mind  can  relent.  Figure  the  poor  block- 
head till  that  happen!  "On  recovering  his  metal 
key,  he  goes  to  a  smith,  and  has  it  fixed  on  with 
wire." 

What  Gundling  thought  to  himself,  amid  these 
pranks  and  hoaxings,  we  do  not  know.  The  poor  soul 
was  not  bom  a  fool;  though  he  had  become  one,  by 
college-learning,  vanity,  strong-drink,  and  the  world's 
perversity  and  his  own.  Under  good  guidance,  espe- 
cially if  bred  to  strict  silence,  he  might  have  been  in 
some  measure  a  luminous  object,  —  not  as  now  a 
phosphorescent  one,  shining  by  its  mere  rottenness!  A 
sad  "Calamity  of  Authors"  indeed,  when  it  overtakes 
a  man!  —  Poor  Gundling  probably  had  lucid  intervals 
now  and  then;  tragic  fits  of  discernment,  in  the  inner- 
man  of  him.  He  had  a  Brother,  also  a  learned  man, 
who  retained  his  senses;  and  was  even  a  rather  famed 
Professor  at  Halle;  whose  Portrait,  looking  very  aca- 
demic, solemn  and  well-to-do,  tums-up  in  old  print- 
shops;  whose  Books,  concerning  "Henry  the  Fowler 
(De  Henrico  Aucupejy^^  "Kaiser  Conrad  I.,"  and  other 
dim  Historical  objects,  are  still  consultable,  —  though 
with  little  profit,  to  my  experience.  The  name  of  this 
one  was  Nicolaus  Hieronymus;  ours  is  Jakoh  Paul,  the 
senior  brother,  —  once  the  hope  of  the  house  ^  it  v^ 
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likely,  and  a  fond  Father^s  pride,  in  tliat  poor   old 
Nfimberg  Parsonage  long  ago! 

Jakob  Paul  likewise  contdnned  to  write  Books,  on 
Brandenburg  Heraldries,  Topography,  G^ealogies: 
even  a  "-L?/^"  or  two  of  some  old  Brandenburg  Elec- 
tors are  still  extant  from  bis  band;  but  not  looked-at 
now  by  any  mortal  He  bad  been,  perhaps  was  again. 
Historiographer  Boyal;  and  felt  bound  to  write  such 
Books:  several  of  them  he  printed;  and  we  hear  of 
others  still  mamuscript,  "in  five  foHo  volumes  written 
fair.^'  He  held  innumerable  half-mock  Titles  and  Offices; 
among  others,  was  actual  President  of  the  Berlin  Boyal 
Society,  or  Academie  des  Sciences^  Leibnitz^s  pet  daughter, 
—  there  Gundling  actually  sat  in  office;  and  drew  the 
salary,  for  one  certainty.  "As  good  he  as  another," 
thought  Friodrich  Wilhelm:  "What  is  the  use  of  Ihese 
solemn  fellows,  in  their  big  perukes,  with  their  crabbed 
j?-4-y's,  and  scientific  Pedlar's-French;  doing  nothing 
that  I  can  see,  except  annually  the  Berlin  AlmanaCy 
which  they  live  upon?  Let  them  live  upon  it,  and  be 
thankful;  with  Gundling  for  their  head  man." 

Academy  of  Sciences  makes  its  Almanac^  and  some 
peculium  of  profit  by  it;  lectures  perhaps  a  little  "on 
Anatomy^'  (good  for  something,  that,  in  his  Majesty^s 
mind);  but  languishes  without  encouragement  during 
the  present  reign.  Has  his  Majesty  no  prize-questions 
to  propose,  then?  None,  or  worse.  He  once  officially 
put  these  learned  Associates  upon  ascertaining  for  him 
"Why  Champagne  foamed?"  They,  with  a  hidden 
vein  of  pleasantry,  required  "material  to  experiment 
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upon."  Friedrich  Wilhelm  sent  theiti  a  dozen,  or  cer- 
tain dozens;  and  the  matter  proved  insoluble  to  this 
day.  No  King,  scarcely  any  man,  had  less  of  reve- 
rence for  the  Sciences  so-called;  for  Academic  culture, 
and  the  art  of  the  Talking-Schoolmaster  in  general!  A 
King  obtuse  to  the  fine  Arts,  especially  to  the  vocal 
Arts,  in  a  high  degree.  Literary  fame  itself  he  regards 
as  mountebank  fame ;  the  art  of  writing  big  admirable 
folios  is  Httle  better  to  him  than  that  of  vomiting  long 
coils  of  wonderful  ribbon,  for  the  idlers  of  the  market- 
place; and  he  bear-baits  his  Gundling,  in  this  manner, 
as  phosphorescent  blockhead  of  the  first  magnitude, 
worthy  of  nothing  better. 

Nay  it  is  but  lately  (1723  the  exact  year),  that  he 
did  his  ever-memorable  feat  in  regard  to  Wolf  and  his 
Philosophy,  at  Halle.  Illustrious  Wolf  was  recognised, 
at  that  time,  as  the  second  greater  Leibnitz,  and  Head- 
Philosopher  of  Nature,  who  "by  mathematical  method'* 
had  as  it  were  taken  Nature  in  the  fact,  and  illuminated 
everything,  so  that  whosoever  ran  might  read,  —  which 
all  manner  of  people  then  tried  to  do,  but  have  now 
quite  ceased  trying  "by  the  Wolf-method;"  —  Immortal 
Wolf,  somewhat  of  a  stiff,  reserved  humour,  inwardly 
a  little  proud,  and  not  wanting  in  private  contempt  of 
the  contemptible,  had  been  accused  of  heterodoxy  by 
the  Halle  Theologians.  Immortal  Wolf,  croakily  sati- 
rical withal,  had  of  course  defended  himself;  and  of 
course  got  into  a  shoreless  sea  of  controversy  with  the 
Halle  Theologians;  pestering  his  Majesty  with  mere 
wars,   and  rumours  of  war,  for  a  length  of  time,  from 
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that  Halle  Unisersitj.  *  So  that  Majesty,  unable  to 
distinguish  top  or  bottom  in  such  a  coil  of  .argument; 
or  to  do  justice  in  the  case,  however  willing  and  anxi- 
ous, often  passionately  asked:  "What,  in  God's  name, 
is  the  real  truth  of  it?"  Majesty  appointed  Commis- 
sions to  inquire;  read  Reports;  could  for  a  long  while 
make  out  nothing  certain.  At  last  came  a  decision  on 
the  sudden;  —  royal  mind  suddenly  illuminated,  it  is 
a  little  uncertain  how.  Some  give  the  credit  of  it  to 
Gundling,  which  is  unlikely;  others  to  "Two  Generals" 
of  pious  orthodox  turn,  acquainted  with  Halle;  —  and 
I  have  heard  obscurely  that  it  was  the  Old  Dessauer, 
who  also  knew  Halle;  and  was  no  doubt  wearied  to 
hear  nothing  talked-of  there  but  injured  Philosopher 
Wolf,  and  injuring  Theologian  Lange,  or  vice  versd* 
Some  practical  military  man,  not  given  to  take-up  with 
shadows,  it  likeliest  was.  "In  God's  name,  what  is 
the  real  truth  of  all  that?"  inquired  his  Majesty,  of  the 
practical  man:  ^^Does  Wolf  teach  hellish  doctrines,  as 
Lange  says,  or  heavenly,  as  himself  says?"  "Teaches 
babble  mainly,  I  should  think,  and  scientific  Pedlar's- 
French,"  intimated  the  practical  man:  "But  they  say 
he  has  one  doctrine  about  oaths,  and  what  he  calls 
foundation  of  duty,  which  I  did  not  like.  Not  a 
heavenly  doctrine  that.  Follow  out  that,  any  of  your 
Majesty's  grenadiers  might  desert,  and  say  he  had  done 
no  sin  against  God  I"**  Friedrich  Wilhelm  flew  into  a 

*  InBfUching  {Beilrdge,  i.  1-140)  is  rough  aathentio  account  of  Wolf, 
and  especially  of  all  that,  —  with  several  curious  Letters  of  Wolfs. 

**  Biisohing,  i.  8;  Beneckendorf,  Karaktertuge  aus  dem  Leben  Kdnig 
Friedrich  WUhelm  L  (Anonymons,  Berlin,  1787),  ii.  23. 
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paroxysm  of  horror;  instantly  redacted  brief  Royal  De- 
cree *  (which  is  still  extant  among  the  curiosities  of  the 
Universe),  ordering  Wolf  to  quit  Halle  and  the  Prussian 
Dominions,  bag  and  baggage,  forevermore,  within  eight- 
and-forty  hours,  ^^hey  Strafe  des  Stratiges^  under  pain 
of  the  halter!" 

Halter:  the  Head-Philosopher  of  Nature,  found  too 
late,  will  be  hanged,  as  if  he  were  a  sheepstealer; 
hanged,  and  no  mistake!  Poor  Wolf  gathered  himself 
together,  wife  and  baggage;  girded-up  his  loins;  and 
ran  with  the  due  despatch.  He  is  now  found  sheltered 
under  Hessen-Darmstadt,  at  Marburg,  professing  some- 
thing there;  and  all  the  intellect  of  the  world  is  struck 
with  astonishment,  and  with  silent  or  vocal  pity  for  the 
poor  man.  —  It  is  but  fair  to  say,  Friedrich  Wilhelm, 
gradually  taking  notice  of  the  world's  humour  in  regard 
to  this,  began  to  have  his  own  misgivings;  and  deter- 
mined to  read  some  of  Wolf  s  Books  for  himself.  Reading 
in  Wolf,  he  had  sense  to  discern  that  here  was  a  man 
of  undeniable  talent  and  integrity;  that  the  Practical 
Military  judgment,  loading  with  the  iron  ramrod,  had 
shot  wide  of  the  mark,  in  this  matter;  and,  in  short, 
that  a  palpable  bit  of  foul-play  had  been  done.  This 
was  in  1733;  —  ten  years  after  the  shot,  when  his 
Majesty  saw,  with  his  own  eyes,  how  wide  it  had  gone. 
He  applied  to  Wolf  earnestly,  more  than  once,  to  come 
back  to  him:  Halle,  Frankfort,  any  Prussian  University 
with  a  vacancy  in  it,  was  now  wide-open  to  Wolf.  But 
Wolf  knew  better:  Wolf,  with  bows  down  to  the  ground, 

*  16th  November  (Bilsching  says  8th)  1728. 
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answered  always  evadingly;  —  and  never  would  come 
back  till  the  New  Eeign  began. 

Friedricli  Wilhelm  knew  little  of  Book-learning,  or 
Book- writing;  and  his  notion  of  it  is  very  shocking  to 
us.  But  the  fact  is,  0  reader.  Book-writing  is  of  two 
kinds:  one  wise,  and  may  be  among  the  wisest  of 
earthly  things;  the  other  foolish,  sometimes  far  beyond 
what  can  be  reached  by  human  nature  elsewhere.  Block- 
headism,  Unwisdom,  while  silent,  is  reckoned  bad;  but 
Blockheadism  getting  vocal,  able  to  speak  persuasively, 
—  have  you  considered  that  at  all?  Human  Opacity 
falling  into  Phosphorescence;  that  is  to  say,  becoming 
luminous  (to  itself  and  to  many  mortals)  hf  the  veiy 
excess  of  it,  by  the  very  bursting  of  it  into  putrid  fer- 
mentation: —  all  other  forms  of  Chaos  are  cosmic  in 
comparison!  —  Our  poor  Friedrich  Wilhelm  had  seen 
only  Gundlings  among  the  Bo  ok- writing  class:  had  he 
seen  wiser  specimens,  he  might  have  formed,  as  he  did 
in  Wolfs  case,  another  judgment.  Nay  in  regard  to 
Gundling  himself,  it  is  observable  how,  with  his  un- 
utterable contempt,  he  seems  to  notice  in  him  glimpses 
of  the  admirable  (such  acquirements,  such  dictionary- 
faculties,  though  gone  distracted!),  —  and  almost  has 
a  kind  of  love  for  the  absurd  dog.  Gundling's  pensions 
amount  to  something  like  150/.;  an  immense  sum  in 
this  Court.  *  A  blockhead  admirable  in  some  sorts ;  and 
of  immense  resource  in  Tobacco-Parliament  when  busi- 
ness is  slack!  — 

No  end  to  the  wild  pranks,  theHouyhnm  horseplay 

4  F(>r8tcr,  U  268,  284  (if  yoo  can  reconcile  the  two  passages). 
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they  had  with  drunken  Gundling.  He  has  staggered 
out  in  a  drunk  state,  and  found,  or  not  clearly  found 
till  the  morrow,  young  hears  lying  in  his  hed;  —  has 
found  his  room-door  walled-up;  heen  obliged  to  grope 
about,  staggering  from  door  to  door  and  from  port  to 
port,  and  land  ultimately  in  the  big  Bears'  den,  who 
hugged  and  squeezed  him  inhumanly  there.  Once  at 
Wusterhausen,  staggering  blind-drunk  out  of  the  Schloss 
towards  his  lair,  the  sentries  at  the  Bridge  (instigated 
to  it  by  the  Houyhnms ,  who  look  on)  pretend  to  fasten 
some  military  blame  on  him:  Why  has  he  omitted  or 
committed  so-and-so?  Gundling's  drunk  answer  is  un- 
satisfactory. "Arrest,  Herr  Kammerrath,  is  it  to  be 
that,  then!"  They  hustle  him  about,  among  the  Bears 
which  lodge  there;  —  at  length  they  lay  him  horizontally 
across  two  ropes ;  take  to  swinging  him  hither  and 
thither,  up  and  down,  across  the  black  Acherontic 
Ditch,  which  is  frozen-over,  it  being  the  dead  of  winter: 
one  of  the  ropes,  lower  rope,  breaks;  Gundling  comes 
souse  upon  the  ice,  with  his  sitting-part;  breaks  a  big 
hole  in  the  ice,  and  scarcely  with  legs,  arms  and  the 
remaining  rope,  can  be  got-out  undrowned.  * 

If,  with  natural  indignation,  he  shut  his  door,  and 
refuse  to  come  to  the  Tabagie,  they  knock-in  a  panel 
of  his  door;  and  force  him  out  with  crackers,  fireworks, 
rockets  and  malodorous  projectiles.  Once  the  poor  block- 
head, becoming  human  for  «  moment,  went  clean  away; 

•  FSrster  (i.  254-280);  founding,  I  sappose,  on  Lehen  find  Thalen  dei 
Preiherm  Paul  von  Gundling  (Berlin »  1795);  probably  not  one  of  the  ex- 
lict««t  Biographies* 
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to  Halle  where  his  Brother  was,  or  to  some  safer  place: 
but  the  due  inveiglements,  sublime  apologies,  increase 
of  titles,  salaries,  were  used*,  and  the  indispensable 
PhosphorescentBlockhead,  and  President  of  the  Academy 
of  Pedlar^s-French ,  was  got  back.  Drink  remained  al- 
ways as  his  consolation;  drink,  and  the  deathless  Vo- 
lumes he  was  writing  and  printing.  Sublime  returns 
came  to  him,  —  Kaiser^s  Portrait  set  in  diamonds,  on 
one  occasion,  —  for  his  Presentation- Copies  in  high 
quarters:  immortal  fame,  is  it  not  his  clear  portion;  still 
more  clearly  abundance  of  good  wine.  Friedrich  Wil- 
hehn  did  not  let  him  want  for  Titles;  —  raised  him  at 
last  to  the  Peerage;  drawing  out  the  Diploma  and  Ar- 
morial Blazonry,  in  a  truly  Friedrich- Wilhelm  manner, 
with  his  own  hand.  The  Gundlings,  in  virtue  of  the 
transcendent  intellect  and  merits  of  this  Founder  Gund- 
ling,  are,  and  are  hereby  declared  to  be,  of  Baronial 
dignity  to  the  last  scion  of  them;  and  in  "all  Bitter- 
"-fl^ wen  (Tournaments),  Battles,  Fights,  Gamp-pitchings, 
"Sealings,  Signetings,  shall  and  may  use  the  above- 
"said  Shield  of  Arms,"  —  if  it  can  be  of  any  advantage 
to  them.  A  Prussian  Majesty  who  gives  us  150 1  yearly, 
with  board  and  lodging  and  the  run  of  his  cellar,  and 
honours  such  as  these,  is  not  to  be  lightly  sneezed- 
away,  though  of  queer  humours  now  and  then.  The 
highest  Personages,  as  we  said,  more  than  once  made 
gifts  to  Gundling;  miniatures  set  in  diamonds;  purses 
of  a  hundred  ducats:  even  Gundling,  it  was  thought, 
might  throw-in  a  word,  mad  or  otherwise,  which  would 
bear  fruit.    It  was  said  of  him,  he  never  spoke  to  harm 


CHAP,  vn.]  TOBACCO-PARLIAMENT.  63 

1726. 

anybody  with  his  Majesty.  The  poor  blown-np  block- 
head was  radically  not  ill-natured,  —  at  least,  if  you 
let  his  "phosphorescences"  alone. 

But  the  grandest  explosions ,  in  Tobacco-Parliament, 
were  producible,  when  you  got  Two  literary  fools;  and, 
as  if  with  Leyden-jars,  positive  and  negative,  brought 
their  vanities  to  bear  on  one  another.  This  sometimes 
happened,  when  Tobacco -Parliament  was  in  luck. 
Friedrich  Wilhelm  had  a  variety  of  Merry- Andrew  Raths 
of  theGundling  sort,  though  none  ever  came  up  to  Gund- 
ling,  or  approached  him,  in  worth  as  a  Merry- Andrew. 

Herr  Fassmann,  who  wrote  Books,  by  Patronage  or 
for  the  Leipzig  Booksellers,  and  wandered  about  the 
world  as  a  star  or  comet  of  some  magnitude,  is  not 
much  known  to  my  readers:  —  but  he  is  too  well 
known  to  me,  for  certain  dark  Books  of  his  which  I 
have  had  to  read.*  A  very  dim  Literary  Figure;  un- 
deniable, indecipherable  Human  Fact,  of  those  days; 
now  fallen  quite  extinct  and  obsolete;  his  garniture, 
equipment,  environment  all  very  dark  to  us.  Probably 
a  too  restless,  imponderous  creature,  too  much  of  the 
Gundling  type;  structure  of  him  gaseous^  not  solid. 
Perhaps  a  little  of  the  coxcomb  naturally;  much  of  the 
sycophant,  on  compulsion, —  being  sorely  jammed  into 
comers,  and  without  elbow-room  at  all,  in  this  world. 
Has,  for  the  rest,  a  recognisable  talent  for  "Magazine 
writing,"  —  for  Newspaper  editing,  had  that  rich  mine, 

*  Life  of  Friedrich  Wilhelm,  occasionally  cited  here:  Life  ofAtigtist  the 
Strong;  Jcc. 
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'^Califomia  of  the  Spiritually  Vagabond/*  been  opened 
in  those  days.  Poor  extinct  Fassmann,  one  discovers 
at  last  a  vein  of  weak  geniality  in  him;  here  and  there, 
real  human  sense  and  eyesight,  under  those  strange 
conditions',  and  his  poor  Books,  rotted  now  to  inanity, 
have  left  a  small  seed-pearl  or  two,  to  the  earnest 
reader.  Alas,  if  he  was  to  become  "spiritually  vaga- 
bond" ("spiritually^'  and  otherwise),  might  it  not  pe^ 
haps  be  wholesome  to  him  that  the  California  was  not 
discovered?  — 

Fassmann  was  by  no  means  such  a  fool  as  Gund- 
ling;  but  he  was  much  of  a  fool  too.  He  had  come  to 
Berlin,  about  this  time,*  in  hopes  of  patronage  from 
the  King  or  somebody;  might  say  to  himself,  "Surely 
I  am  a  better  man  than  Gundling,  if  the  Berlin  Court 
has  eyesight.''  By  the  King,  on  some  wise  General's 
recommending  it,  he  was,  as  a  preliminary,  introduced  to 
the  Tabagie  at  least  Here  is  the  celebrated  Gundling; 
there  is  the  celebrated  Fassmann.  Positive  Leyden-jar, 
with  negative  close  by:  in  each  of  these  two  men  lodges 
a  full-charged  fiery  electric  virtue  of  self-conceit;  destruc- 
tive each  of  the  other,  —  could  a  conductor  be  discovered. 
Conductors  are  discoverable,  conductors  are  not  wanting: 
and  many  are  the  explosions  between  these  mutually- 
destructive  human  varieties;  —  welcomed  with  hilarious, 
rather  vacant,  huge  horse-laughter,  in  this  Tobacco- 
Parliament  and  Synod  of  the  Houyhnms. 

Of  which  take  this  acme;  and  then  end.  Fassmann, 
a  fellow  not  without  sarcasm  and  sharpness,  as  you  may 

*  1726,  «8  he  himielf  says  (snprll,  p.  580). 
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still  see,  has  one  evening  provoked  Gundling  to  the 
transcendent  pitch,  —  till  words  are  weak,  and  only- 
action  will  answer.  Gundling,  driven  to  the  exploding- 
point,  suddenly  seizes  his  Dutch  smoking- pan,  of  peat- 
charcoal  ashes  and  redhot  sand;  and  dashes  it  in  the 
face  of  Fassmann;  who  is  of  course  dreadfully  astonished 
thereby,  and  has  got  his  very  eyebrows  burnt,  not  to 
speak  of  other  injuries.  Stand  to  him,  Fassmann!  Fass- 
mann  stands  to  him  tightly,  being  the  better  man  as 
well  as  the  more  satirical;  grasps  Gundling  by  the 
collar,  wrenches  him  about,  lays  him  at  last  over  his 
knee,  sitting- part  uppermost;  slaps  said  sitting- part 
(poor  sitting- part  that  had  broken  the  ice  of  Wuster- 
hausen)  with  the  hot  pan,  —  nay  some  say,  strips  it 
and  slaps.  Amid  the  inextinguishable  horse- laughter 
(sincere,  but  vacant)  of  the  Honyhnm  Olympus. 

After  which,  his  Majesty,  as  epilogue  to  such  play, 
suggests,  That  feats  of  that  nature  are  unseemly  among 
gentlemen;  that  when  gentlemen  have  a  quarrel,  there 
is  another  way  of  settling  it  Fassmann  thereupon 
challenges  Gundling;  Gundling  accepts;  time  and  place 
are  settled,  pistols  the  weapon.  At  the  appointed  time 
and  place  Gundling  stands,  accordingly,  pistol  in  hand; 
but  at  sight  of  Fassmann,  throws  his  pistol  away;  will 
not  shoot  any  man,  nor  have  any  man  shoot  him. 
Fassmann  sternly  advances;  shoots  his  pistol  (powder 
merely)  into  Gundling^s  sublime  goatshair  wig:  wig 
blazes  into  flame;  Gundling  falls  shrieking,  a  dead 
man,  to  the  earth;  and  they  quench  and  revive  him 
with  a  bucket  of  water.     Was  there  ever  seen  such 

Carlyle,  Frederic  the  Great*  III.  ^ 


66  DOUBLE-MABRIAGE  PROJECT  STABTED.     [bOOKT. 

horseplay?  Roaring  laughter,  huge,  rude  and  some- 
what vacant,  as  that  of  the  Norse  gods  over  iheir  ale 
at  Yule  tune;  —  as  if  the  face  of  the  Sphynx  were  to 
wrinkle  itself  in  laughter;  or  the  fabulous  Honjhnms 
themselves  were  there  to  mock  in  their  peculiar  fashion. 
His  Majesty  at  length  gave  Gundling  a  wine-cask, 
duly  figured;  "painted  black  with  a  white  cross,"  which 
was  to  stand  in  his  room  as  memento-mori^  and  be  his 
coffin.  It  stood  for  ten  years;  Gundling  often  sitting 
to  write  in  it;  a  good  screen  against  draughts.  And 
the  poor  monster  was  actually  buried  in  this  Cask;* 
Fassmann  pronouncing  some  funeral  oration,  —  and 
the  orthodox  clergy  uttering,  from  the  distance,  only  a 
mute  groan.  "The  Herr  Baron  von  Gundling  was  a 
man  of  many  dignities,  of  much  Book-learning;  a  man 
of  great  memory,"  admits  Fassmann,  "but  of  no  judg- 
ment," insinuates  he,  —  "Zoofen^  for  the  Judgment 
{expectans  judicium) ^''^  says  Fassmann,  with  a  pleasant 
wit.  Fassmann  succeeded  to  all  the  emoluments  and 
honours;  but  did  not  hold  them;  preferred  to  run  away 
before  long;  and  after  him  came  one  and  the  other, 
whom  the  reader  is  not  to  be  troubled  with  here. 
Enough  if  the  patient  reader  have  seen,  a  little,  into 
that  background  of  Friedrich  Wilhelm's  existence;  and, 
for  the  didactic  part,  have  caught-up  his  real  views  or 
instincts  upon  Spiritual  Phosphorescence,  or  Stupidity 
grown  Vocal,  which  are  much  sounder  than  most  of  us 
suspect. 

•  Died  11th  April  1781,  age  58:  description  of  the  Burial  "at  BGrnatadt 
near  Potsdam/*  inF6rster,  i.  276. 
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These  were  the  sports  of  tiie  Tobacco-Parliament; 
and  it  was  always  meant  primarilj  for  sport,  for  recrea- 
tion; but  there  is  no  doubt  it  had  a  serious  fdnction  as 
well.  '^Business  matters,"  adds  Beneckendorf,  who  had 
means  of  knowing,*  "were  often  a  subject  of  colloquy 
*'in  the  Tabaks-CoUegium.  Not  that  they  were  there 
"finished  ofP,  decided  upon,  or  meant  to  be  so.  But 
"Friedrich  Wilhelm  often  purposely  brought-up  such 
"things  in  conversation  there,  that  he  might  learn  the 
"different  opinions  of  his  generals  and  chief  men,  with- 
"out  their  observing  it,"  —  and  so  might  profit  by  the 
Collective  Wisdom,  in  short 


•  Beneckendorf:  KarakterzUge ,  i.  187-149;  vi.  87. 


^* 


68  DOUBLE-MABRIAGE  PROJECT  STARTED.      [w)OKr. 

1736. 


CHAPTER  VHL 

SfeCKENDORF's  RETORT  TO  HER  MAJESTY. 

The  Treaty  of  Wusterhausen  was  not  yet  known 
to  Queen  Sophie,  to  her  Father  George,  or  to  any 
external  creature:  but  that  open  flinching,  and  gradual 
withdrawal ,  from  the  Treaty  of  Hanover  was  too  well 
known;  and  boded  no  good  to  her  pet  project  Female 
sighs,  male  obduracies,  and  other  domestic  phenomena, 
are  to  be  imagined  in  consequence.  "A  grand  Britan- 
nic Majesty  indeed;  very  lofty  Father  to  us,  Madam, 
ever  since  he  came  to  be  King  of  England.  Stalking 
along  there,  with  his  nose  in  the  air;  not  deigning  the 
least  notice  of  us,  except  as  of  a  thing  that  may  be 
got  to  fight  for  him!  And  he  does  not  sign  the  Double- 
Marriage  Treaty,  Madam;  only  talks  of  signing  it,  — 
as  if  we  were  a  starved  coach-horse,  to  be  quickened 
along  by  a  wisp  of  hay  put  upon  the  coach-pole,  close 
ahead  of  U8  always!"  —  ^^  Jarni-bleu T*  snuffles  Seck- 
endorf  with  a  virtuous  zeal,  or  looks  it;  and  things  are 
not  pleasant  at  the  royal  dinner-table. 

Excellenz  Seckendorf,  we  find  at  this  time,  "often 
has  his  Majesty  to  dinner:"  and  such  dinners;  fitting 
one's  tastes  in  all  points,  —  no  expense  regarded 
(which  indeed  is  the  Kaiser's,  if  we  knew  it) !  And  in 
return,  Excellenz  is  frequently  at  dinner  with  his  Ma- 
jesty; where  the  conversation,  if  it  turn  on  England, 
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which  often  happens,  is  more  and  more  an  offence  to 
Queen  Sophie.  Seckendorf  studies  to  be  polite,  reserved 
before  the  Queen's  Majesty  at  her  own  table;  yet  some- 
times he  lisps-out,  in  his  vile  snuffling  tone,  half-insinua- 
tions, remarks  on  our  Eoyal  Kindred,  which  are  irri- 
tating in  the  extreme.  Queen  Sophie,  the  politest  of 
women,  did  once,  says  Pollnitz,  on  some  excessive 
pressure  of  that  lisping  snuffling  unendurability,  lose 
her  royal  patience,  and  flame  out.  With  human  frank- 
ness, and  uncommonly  kindled  eyes,  she  signified  to 
Seckendorf,  That  none  who  was  not  himself  a  kind  of 
scoundrel  could  entertain  such  thoughts  of  Kings  and 
gentlemen!  Which  hard  saying  kindled  the  stiffbacked 
rheumatic  soul  of  Seckendorf  (Excellenz  had  withal  a 
temper  in  him,  far  down  in  the  deeps);  who  answered: 
"Your  Majesty,  that  is  what  no  one  else  thinks  of  me. 
"That  is  a  name  I  have  never  permitted  any  one  to 
"give  me  with  impunity."  And  verily,  he  kept  his 
threat  in  that  latter  point,  says  P5llnitz.* 

At  this  stage,  it  is  becoming,  in  the  nature  of  things, 
unlikely  that  the  projected  Double -Marriage,  or  any 
union  with  England,  can  ever  realise  itself  for  Queen 
Sophie  and  her  House.  The  ELaiser  has  decreed  that 
it  never  shall.  Here  is  the  Bang  already  irritated, 
grown  indisposed  to  it;  here  is  the  Kaiser^s  Seckendoif^ 
with  preternatural  Apparatus,  come  to  maintain  him  in 
that  humour.    To  Queen  Sophie  herself,  who  saw  only 

«  ii.  244. 
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the  outside  of  Seckendorf  and  his  Apparatus,  the  matter 
doubtless  seemed  big  with  difficulties;  but  to  ns,  who 
see  the  interior,  the  difficulties  are  plainly  hopekas. 
Unless  the  Kaiser^s  mind  change,  unless  many  fixed 
things  change,'  the  Double-Marriage  is  impossible. 

One  thing  only  is  a  sorrow,  and  this  proved  an 
immeasurable  one:  That  they  did  not,  that  Queen 
Sophie  did  not,  in  such  case,  frankly  give  it  up. 
Double-Marriage  is  not  a  law  of  Nature;  it  is  only  a 
project  at  Hanover  that  has  gone-off  again.  There  will 
be  a  life  for  our  Crown-Prince,  and  Princess,  without 
a  marriage  with  England!  —  It  is  greatly  wise  to 
recognise  the  impossible,  the  unreasonably  difficult, 
when  it  presents  itself:  but  who  of  men  is  there,  much 
more  who  of  women,  that  can  always  do  it? 

Queen  Sophie  Dorothee  will  have  this  Double- 
Marriage,  and  it  shall  be  possible.  Poor  Lady,  she 
was  very  obstinate ;  and  her  Husband  was  very  arbitraiy. 
A  rough  bear  of  a  Husband,  yet  by  no  means  an  un- 
loving one;  a  Husband  who  might  have  been  managed. 
She  evidently  made  a  great  mistake  in  deciding  not  to 
obey  this  man,  as  she  had  once  vowed.  By  perfect, 
prompt  obedience,  she  might  have  had  a  veiy  tolerable 
life  with  the  rugged  Orson  fallen  to  her  lot;  who  was 
a  very  honest-hearted  creature.  She  might  have  done 
a  pretty  stroke  of  female  work,  withal,  in  taming  her 
Orson;  might  have  led  him  by  the  muzzle  far  enough 
in  a  private  way,  —  by  obedience. 

But  by  disobedience,  by  rebellion  open  or  secret? 
Friedrich  Wilhelm  was  a  Husband;  Friedrich  WUhehn 
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was  a  King;  and  the  most  imperative  man  then  breath- 
ing. Disobedience  to  Friedrich  Wilhehn  was  a  thing 
which,  in  the  Prussian  State,  still  more  in  the  Berlin 
Schloss  and  vital  heart  of  said  State,  the  laws  of  Heaven 
and  of  Earth  had  not  permitted,  for  any  man^s  or  any 
woman's  sake,  to  be.  The  wide  overarching  sky  looks 
down  on  no  more  inflexible  Sovereign  Man  than  him 
in  the  red-collared  blue  coat  and  white  leggings,  with 
the  bamboo  in  his  hand.  A  peaceable,  capacious,  not 
ill-given  Sovereign  Man,  if  you  will  let  him  have  his 
way.  But  to  bar  his  way,  to  tweak  the  nose  of  his 
sovereign  royalty,  and  ignominiously  force  him  into 
another  way:  that  is  an  enterprise  no  man  or  devil,  or 
body  of  men  or  devils,  need  attempt.  Seckendorf  and 
Grumkow,  in  Tobacco-Parliament,  understand  it  better. 
That  attempt  is  impossible,  once  for  all.  The  first 
step  in  such  attempt  will  require  to  be  assassination  of 
Friedrich  Wilhelm;  for  you  may  depend  on  it,  royal 
Sophie,  so  long  as  he  is  alive,  the  feat  cannot  be  done. 
O  royal  Sophie,  0  pretty  Pheekin,  what  a  business  you 
are  making  of  it! 

This  year  1726  was  throughout  a  troublous  one 
to  Queen  Sophie.  Seckendorf s  advent;  King  George's 
manifestoing;  alarm  of  imminent  universal  War,  nay 
sputters  of  it  actually  beginning  (Gibraltar  invested  by 
the  Spaniards,  ready  for  besieging,  it  is  said):  nor  was 
this  all.  Sophie's  poor  Mother,  worn  to  a  tragic  Me- 
gsera,  locked  so  long  in  the  Castle  of  Ahlden,  has 
taken-up  wild  plans  of  outbreak,   of  escape  by  means 
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of  secretaries,  moneys  in  the  Bank  of  Amsterdam,  and 
I  know  not  what;  with  all  which  Sophie,  corresponding 
in  douhle  and  triple  mystery,  has  her  own  terrors  and 
sorrows,  trying  to  keep  it  down.  And  now,  in  the 
depth  of  the  year,  the  poor  old  Mother  suddenly  dies.* 
Burnt  out,  she  collapses  into  ashes  and  long  rest;  dosing 
so  her  nameless  tragedy  of  thirty-years  continuance: 
—  what  a  Bluebeard  chamber  in  the  mind  of  Sophie! 
Nay  there  rise  quarrels  about  the  Heritage  of  the 
Deceased,  which  will  prove  another  sorrow. 

*  18th  Nov.  1726:  Metnoirt  of  Sophia  Dorothea,  Consort  ef  George  i. 
(i.  886),—  where  also  some  of  her  concluding  Letters  (**  edited**  «a  if  by  the 
Nightmares)  can  be  read,  bat  next  to  no  sense  made  of  them. 
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CHAPTER  I. 

FIFTH  CRISIS  IN  THE  EAISER's  SPECTRE-HUNT. 

The  Crown-Prince's  young  Life  being,  by  perverse 
chance,  involved  and  as  it  were  absorbed  in  that  foolish 
question  of  his  English  Marriage,  we  have  nothing  for 
it  but  to  continue  our  sad  Ainction;  and  go  on  pain- 
fully fishing  out,  and  reducing  to  an  authentic  form, 
what  traces  of  him  there  are,  from  that  disastrous  beg* 
garly  element,  —  till  once  he  got  free  of  it,  either  dead 
or  alive.  The  winds  (partly  by  Art-Magic)  rise  to  the 
hurricane  pitch,  upon  this  Marriage  Project  and  him; 
and  as  for  the  sea,  or  general  tide  of  European  Po- 
litics —  But  let  the  reader  look  with  his  own  eyes. 

In  the  spring  of  1727,  War,  as  anticipated,  breaks 
out;  Spaniards  actually  begin  battering  at  Gibraltar; 
Kaiser's  Ambassador  at  London  is  angrily  ordered 'to 
begone.  Causes  of  wax  were  many:  1".  Duke  de 
Ripperda,  —  tumbled-out  now,  that  illustrious  diplo- 
matic bulldog,  at  Madrid,  —  sought  asylum  in  the 
English  Ambassador's  house;  and  no  respect  was  had 
to  such  asylum:  that  is  one  cause.  2".  Then,  you 
English,  what  is  the  meaning  of  these  war-fleets  in  the 
West-Indies;  in  the  Mediterranean,  on  the  very  coast 
of  Spain?    We  demand  that  you  at  once  take  them 
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home  again:  —  which  cannot  be  complied  with.  3**.  But 
above  all  things,  we  demand  Gibraltar  of  yon;  —  which 
can  still  less  be  complied  with.  Termagant  Elizabeth 
has  set  her  heart  on  Gibraltar:  that,  in  such  oppor- 
tunity as  this  unexpected  condition  of  the  Balances  now 
gives  her,  is  the  real  cause  of  the  War. 

Cession  of  Gibraltar:  there  had  been  vague  pro- 
mises, years  ago,  on  the  Kaiser's  part;  nay  Gfeorge 
himself,  raw  to  England  at  that  date,  is  said  to  have 
thought  the  thing  might  perhaps  be  done.  —  "Do  it  at 
once,  then!'^  said  the  Termagant  Queen,  and  repeated, 
with  ever  more  emphasis;  —  and  there  being  not  the 
least  compliance,  she  has  opened  parallels  before  the 
place,  and  begun  war  and  ardent  firing  there  ;'^  preceded 
by  protocols,  debates  in  Parliament,  and  the  usual 
phenomena.  It  is  the  Fifth  grand  Crisis  in  the  E^aiser's 
spectre-huntings;  fifth  change  in  the  colour  of  the  world- 
lobster  getting  boiled  in  that  singular  manner;  —  Second 
Sputter  of  actual  War. 

Which  proved  fiitile  altogether;  and  amounts  now, 
in  the  human  memory,  to  flat  zero,  —  unless  the  fol- 
lowing infinitesimally  small  fraction  be  countable  i^ain: 

"Sputtering  of  War;  that  is  to  say.  Siege  of  Gibraltar. 
"A  Siege  utterly  umnemorable ,  and  without  the  least  interest 
"for  existing  mankind  with  their  ungrateful  humour,  —  if  it 
**be  not ,  once  more ,  that  the  Father  of  TriAram  Shandy  was 
"in  it:  still  a  Lieutenant  of  foot,  poor  fellow;  brisk,  small, 

•  22d  Feb.  1727  (Schb'II,  ii.  312).  Salmon,  Chronological  Historian 
(London,  1747;  a  very  incorrect  dark  Book,  naefal  only  in  defect  of  better), 
ii.  178.    Coze ,  Memoirs  of  Walpole,  i.  260,  361  •  ii.  498-616. 
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"  hot-tempered ,  loving ,  *  liable  to  be  cheated  ten  times  a-day 
'*  if  nine  will  not  suffice  you.'  He  was  in  this  Siege;  shipped 
'^to  the  Rock  to  make  stand  there;  and  would  have  done  so 
"with  the  boldest, —  only  he  got  into  duel  (hot-tempered, 
**  though  of  lamb-like  innocence),  and  was  run-through  the 
''body;  not  entirely  killed,  but  within  a  hairsbreadth  of  it; 

*  *  and  unable  for  service  while  this  sputtering  went  on.  Little 
"Lorry  is  still  living;  gone  to  school  in  Yorkshire,  after 
"pranks  enough,  and  misventures, —  half-drowning  *in  the 
"mill-race  at  Annamoe  in  Ireland,'  for  one.*  The  poor 
"Lieutenant  Father  died,  soldiering  in  the  West  Indies, 
"  soon  after  this;  and  we  shall  not  mention  him  again.  But 
"History  ought  to  remember  that  he  is  *  Uncle  Toby,'  this 
"poor  Lieutenant,  and  take  her  measures!  —  The  Siege  of 

*  *  Gibraltar,  we  still  see  with  our  eyes ,  was  in  itself  Nothing." 

Truly  it  might  well  enough  have  grown  to  universal 
flame  of  War.  But  this  always  needs  two  parties;  and 
pacific  George  would  not  be  second  party  in  it  George, 
guided  by  pacific  Walpole,  backed  by  pacific  Fleury, 
answers  the  ardent  firing  by  phlegmatic  patience  and 
protocoUing;  not  by  counterfiring,  except  quite  at  his 
convenience,  firom  privateers,  from  war-ships  here  and 
there,  an^  in  sulky  defence  from  Gibraltar  itself. 
Probably  the  Termagant,  with  all  the  fire  she  has, 
will  not  do  much  damage  upon  Gibraltar?  Such  was 
George's  hope.  Whereby  the  flame  of  war,  ardent 
only  in  certain  Spanish  batteries  upon  the  point  of  San 
Roque,  does  not  spread  hithei'to,  —  though  all  mortals, 
and  Friedrich  Wilhelm  as  much  as  any,  can  see  the 

*  Laurence  Sterae^s  Autobiography  (cited  above). 
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imminent  likelihood  there  is.  In  snch  circamBtances, 
what  a  stroke  of  policy  to  have  disjoined  Friedrich 
Wilhelm  from  the  Hanover  Alliance,  and  brought  him 
over  to  our  own!  Is  not  Grumkow  worth  his  pension? 
"Grumkow  serves  honourably."  Let  the  invaluable 
Seckendorf  persevere. 

Crowri'Prince  seen  in  Dryaadusfs  glasSj  darkly. 

To  know  the  special  figure  of  the  Crown-Prince's 
way  of  life  in  those  years,  who  his  friends,  companions 
were,  what  his  pursuits  and  experiences,  would  be 
agreeable  to  us;  but  beyond  the  outline  already  given, 
there  is  little  definite  on  record.  He  now  resides  habi- 
tually at  Potsdam,  be  the  Court  there  or  not;  attending 
strictly  to  his  military  duties  in  the  Giant  Regiment; 
it  is  only  on  occasion,  chiefly  perhaps  in  "Carnival 
time,"  that  he  gets  to  Berlin,  to  partake  in  the  gaieties 
of  society.  Who  his  associates  there  or  at  Potsdam 
were?  Suhm,  the  Saxon  Eesident,  a  cultivated  man  of 
literary  turn,  famed  as  his  firiend  in  time  coming,  is 
abeady  at  his  diplomatic  post  in  Berlin ,  post  of  diffi- 
culty just  now ;  but  I  know  not  whether  they  have  yet 
any  intimacy.*  This  we  do  know,  the  Crown-Prince 
begins  to  be  noted  for  his  sprightly  sense,  his  love  of 
literature,  his  ingenuous  ways;  in  the  Court  or  other 
circles,  whatsoever  has  intelligence  attracts  him,  and  is 
attracted  by  him.  The  RoucouUes  Soirees,  —  gone  all 
to  dim  buckram  for  us,  though  once  so  lively  in  their 

*  Prenss:  Friedrich  mit  aeinen  Verwandien  und  Freunden,  p.  24. 


CHAP.  I.]        PIPTH  CKISIS  IN  THE  fiPEGTBE-HUNT.  79 


1727, 


high  periwigs  and  speculations,  —  £b11  on  Wednesday. 
When  the  Finckenstein  or  the  others  fall,  —  no  doubt 
his  Eoyal  Highness  knows  it  In  the  Tabaks-Collegium^ 
there  also,  driven  by  duty,  he  sometimes  appears;  but, 
like  Seckendorf  and  some  others,  he  only  affects  to 
smoke,  and  his  pipe  is  mere  white  clay.  Nor  is  the 
social  element,  any  more  than  the  narcotic  vapour 
which  prevails  there,  attractive  to  the  yotmg  Prince,  — 
though  he  had  better  hide  his  feelings  on  the  subject. 

Out  at  Potsdam,  again,  life  goes  very  heavy;  the 
winged  Psyche  much  imprisoned  in  that  pipeclay  ele< 
ment,  a  prey  to  vacancy  and  many  tediums  and  longings. 
Daily  return  the  giant  drill-duties;  and  daily,  to  i^e 
uttermost  of  rigorous  perfection,  they  must  be  done:  — 
'^This,  then,  is  the  sum  of  one^s  existence,  ihis?^*  Pa- 
tience, young  ''man  of  genius,"  as  the  Newspapers 
would  now  caU  you;  it  is  indispensably  beneficial 
nevertheless!  To  swallow  one's  disgusts,  and  do  faith- 
fully the  ugly  commanded  work,  taking  no  council  with 
flesh  and  blood:  know  that  "genius,"  everywhere  in 
Nature,  means  this  first  of  all;  that  without  this,  it 
means  nothing,  generally  even  less.  And  be  thankful 
for  your  Potsdam  grenadiers  and  their  pipeclay!  — 

Happily  he  has  his  Books  about  him;  his  flute: 
Duhan,  too,  is  here,  still  more  or  less  didactic  in  some 
branches;  always  instructive  and  companionable  to  him. 
The  Crown-Prince  reads  a  great  deal;  very  many 
French  Books,  new  and  old,  he  reads;  —  among  the 
new,  we  need  not  doubt,  the  Henriade  of  M.  Arouet 
Junior  (who  now  calls  himself  Voltaire)^   which  has 
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risen  like  a  star  of  ihe  first  magnitude  in  theae  years.* 
An  incomparable  piece,  patronised  hy  Boyally  in  Eng^ 
land;  the  delight  of  all  kindred  Courts.  The  light 
dancing  march  of  this  new  '^Epic,*^  and  the  brisk  dash 
of  cymbal  music  audible  in  it,  had,  as  we  find  after- 
wards, greatly  captivated  the  young  man.  All  is  not 
pipe -day,  then,  and  torpid  formalism;  aloft  from  the 
murk  of  commonplace  rise  glancings  of  a  starry  splen- 
dour, betokening  —  0  how  much! 

Out  of  Books,  rumours  and  experiences,  young  ima- 
gination is  forming  to  itself  some  Picture  of  the  World 
as  it  is,  as  it  has  been.  The  curtains  of  this  strange 
life-theatre  are  mounting,  mounting,  —  wondrously  as 
in  the  case  of  all  young  souls;  but  with  what  spe- 
cialties, moods  or  phenomena  of  light  and  shadow,  to 
this  young  soul,  is  not  in  any  point  recorded  for  us. 
The  "  early  Letters  to  Wilhelmina,  which  exist  in  great 
numbers,^'  from  these  we  had  hoped  elucidation:  but 
these  the  learned  Editor  has  ^'wholly  withheld  as  use- 
less," for  the  preseni  Let  them  be  careftiUy  preserved, 
on  the  chance  of  somebody^s  arising  to  whom  they  may 
have  uses!  — 

The  worst  feature  of  these  years  is  Friedrich  Wil- 
helm^s  discontent  with  them.  A  Crown-Prince  sadly  out 
of  favour  with  Papa.  This  has  long  been  'on  the 
growing  hand;  and  these  Double-Marriage  troubles,  not 
to   mention   again  the  newfangled  French  tendencies 

*  London,  1723;  by  sobscription  (King,  Prince  and  Princest  of  Wales 
at  the  top  of  it),  which  yielded  8,000{. :  see  Voltaire,  (Euvret  Complites, 
zUi.40S. 
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{Blitz  Franzosen!),  much  aggravate  the  matter,  and  ac- 
celerate its  rate  of  growth.  Already  the  paternal  coun- 
tenance does  not  shine  upon  him;  flames  often,  and 
thunders,  to  a  shocking  degree;  —  and  worse  days 
are  coming. 


Carlyle,  Frederic  the  Great,  ill. 
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CHAPTEE  n. 

DEATH  OF  GEORGE  I. 

Gibraltar  still  keeps  sputtering;  ardent  ineffectoal 
bombardment  from  the  one  side,  sulky,  heayy  blast  of 
response  now  and  then  from  the  other:  but  the  fire  does 
not  spread;  nor  will,  we  may  hope.  It  is  true,  Sweden 
and  Denmark  have  joined  the  Treaty  of  Hanovef ,  this 
spring;  and  have  troops  on  foot,  and  money  paid  them. 
But  George  is  pacific,  Gibraltar  is  impregnable:  let  the 
Spaniards  spend  their  powder  there. 

As  for  the  Kaiser,  he  is  dreadfully  poor;  inapt  for 
battle  himself.  And  in  the  end  of  this  same  May  1727, 
we  hear,  his  principal  ally,  Czarina  Catherine,  has 
died;  —  poor  brown  little  woman,  Lithuanian  house- 
maid, Russian  Autocrat,  it  is  now  all  one;  —  dead  she, 
and  can  do  nothing.  Probably  the  Kaiser  will  sit 
still?  The  Kaiser  sits  still;  witi  eyes  bent  on  Gibral- 
tar, or  rolling  in  grand  Imperial  inquiry  and  anxiety 
round  the  world;  war  out-looks  much  dimmed  for  him 
since  the  end  of  May. 

Alas,  in  the  end  of  June,  what  far  other  Job^s-post 
is  this  that  reaches  Berlin  and  Queen  Sophie?  That 
George  L,  her  royal  Father,  has  suddenly  sunk  dead! 
With  the  Solstice,  or  summer  Pause  of  the  Sun,  2l8t 
or  2 2d  June,  almost  uncertain  which,  the  Majesty  of 
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George  I.  did  likewise  pause,  —  in  his  carriage,  on  the 
road  to  Osnabnick,  —  neirer  to  move  more.  Where- 
upon, among  the  simple  People,  arose  rumours  of 
omens,  preternaturalisms,  for  and  against:  How  his  de- 
sperate Megsera  of  a  Wife,  in  the  act  of  djing,  had 
summoned  him  (as  was  presumable)  to  appear  along 
with  her  at  the  Great  Judgment-Bar  within  year  and 
day;  and  how  he  has  here  done  it  On  the  other  hand, 
some  would  have  it  noted,  How  "the  nightingales  in 
**Herrenhausen  Gardens  had  all  ceased  singing  for  the 
"year,  that  night  he  died,"  —  out  of  loyalty  on  the 
part  of  these  little  birds,  it  seemed  presumable.* 

What  we  know  is,  he  was  journeying  towards 
Hanover  again,  hopeful  of  a  little  hunting  at  the 
Gohrde;  and  intended  seeing  Osnabriick  and  his  Bro- 
ther the  Bishop  there,  as  he  passed.  That  day,  21st 
June  1727,  from  some  feelings  of  his  own,  he  was  in 
great  haste  for  Osnabriick;  hurrying  along  by  extra- 
post,  without  real  cause  save  hurry  of  mind.  He  had 
left  his  poor  old  Maypole  of  a  Mistress  on  the  Dutch 
Frontier,  that  morning,  to  follow  at  more  leisure.  He 
was  struck  by  apoplexy  on  the  road,  —  arm  fallen 
powerless,  early  in  the  day,  head  dim  and  heavy;  ob- 
viously an  alarming  case.  But  he  refrised  to  stop  any- 
where; refused  any  surgery  but  such  as  could  be  done 
at  once.  "Osnabnick,  Osnabriick!"  he  reiterated, 
growing  visibly  worse.  Two  subaltern  Hanover  Offi- 
cials, "Privy-Councillor  von  Hardenberg,  Kammerkerr 
"(Chamberlain)  von  Fabrice,  were  in  the  carriage  with 

*  SeeKShler:  MUnzbelustigungen,  x.  88. 
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'^him;^^*  King  chiefly  dozing,  and  at  last  supported  in 
the  arms  of  Fabrice,  was  heard  murmuring,  ^Cest  fait 
de  moi  (Tis  all  over  with  me)!"  And  "Osnabrflck! 
Osnabriick!"  slumberously  reiterated  he:  To  Osnabrfick, 
where  my  poor  old  Brother,  Bishop  as  they  call  him, 
once  a  little  Boy  that  trotted  at  my  knee  with  blithe 
face,  will  have  some  human  pity  on  me!  So  they 
rushed  along  all  day,  as  at  the  gallop,  his  few  atten- 
dants and  he;  and  when  the  shades  of  night  fell,  and 
speech  had  now  left  the  poor  man,  he  still  passionately 
gasped  some  gurgle  of  a  sound  like  "Osnabrfick;"  — 
hanging  in  the  arms  of  Fabrice,  and  now  evidently  in 
the  article  of  deatL  What  a  gallop ,  sweeping  through 
the  slumber  of  the  world:  To  Osnabriick,  Osnabrfick! 

In  the  hollow  of  the  night  (some  say,  one  in  the 
morning),  they  reach  Osnabriick.  And  the  poor  old 
Brother,  —  Ernst  August,  once  youngest  of  six  brothers, 
of  seven  children,  now  the  one  survivor,  has  human 
pity  in  the  heart  of  him,  full  surely.  But  George  is 
dead;  careless  of  it  now.**  After  sixty- seven  years  of 
it,  he  has  flung  his  big  burdens,  —  English  crowns, 
Hanoverian  crownlets,  sulkinesses,  indignations,  lean 
women  and  fat,  and  earthly  contradictions  and  confu- 
sions, —  fairly  off  him ;  and  lies  there. 

•  Gottfried:  Historiache  Chronik  (Frankftirt,  1759),  iii.  872.     Boyer: 
The  Political  State  of  Great  Bnlain,  vol.  xxxiii.  pp.  545,  546. 

••  Coxe  (I.  266)  is  "Indebted  to  his  friend  Nathaniel  Wraxall"  for  thew 
details,  »  the  since  famous  Sir  Nathaniel,  In  whose  Memoirs  (vagae,  but 
not  mcndacioQS,  not  unintelligent)  they  are  now  published  more  at  large. 
Bee  his  Memoirs  of  the  Courts  of  Berlin,  Dresden,  &c,  (London,  1799), 
t*  86-40;  SilBO  Historical  Memoirs  (London  t  1836),  iy.  516-518. 
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The  man  had  his  big  burdens,  his  honours  so-called, 
absurd  enough  some  of  them,  in  this  world;  but  he 
bore  them  with  a  certain  gravity-  and  discretion:  a  man 
of  more  probity,  insight  and  general  human  faculty, 
than  he  now  gets  credit  for.  His  word  was  sacred  to 
him.  He  had  the  courage  of  a  Welf,  or  Lion-Man; 
quietly  royal  in  that  respect  at  least.  His  sense  oi 
equity,  of  what  was  true  and  honourable  in  men  and 
things,  remained  uneffaced  to  a  respectable  degree;  — 
and  surely  it  had  resisted  much.  Wilder  puddle  of 
muddy  infatuations  from  without  and  from  within,  it 
we  consider  it  well,  —  of  irreconcilable  incoherences, 
bottomless  universal  hypocrisies,  solecisms  bred  with  him 
and  imposed  oh  him,  —  few  Sons  of  Adam  had  hitherto 
lived  in. 

He  was,  in  one  word,  the  First  of  our  Hanover 
Series  of  English  Kings;  that  hitherto  unique  sort, 
who  are  really  strange  to  look  at  in  the  History  of  the 
World.  Of  whom,  in  the  English  annals,  there  iB 
hitherto  no  Picture  to  be  had;  nothing  but  an  empty 
blur  of  discordant  nonsenses,  and  idle,  generally  angry 
flourishings  of  the  pen,  by  way  of  Picture.  The  Eng- 
lish Nation,  having  flung  its  old  Puritan,  Sword-and- 
Bible  Eaith  into  the  cesspool,  —  or  rather  having  set 
its  old  Bible-Faith,  mnu8  any  Sword,  well  up  in  the 
organ-loft,  with  plenty  of  revenue,  there  to  preach  and 
organ  at  discretion,  on  condition  always  of  meddling 
with  nobody's  practice  farther,  —  thought  the  same 
(such  their  mistake)  a  mighty  pretty  arrangement;  but 
found   it  hitch  before  long.     They  had  to  throw  out 
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tiheir  beautiful  Nell-Gwyn  Defenders  of  the  Faith;  fling 
them  also  into  the  cesspool;  and  were  rather  at  a  loss 
what  next  to  do.  ^^  Where  is  onr  real  King,  then? 
Who  is  to  lead  us  Heavenward,  then;  to  rally  the  noble 
of  us  to  him,  in  some  small  measure,  and  saTS  the  rest 
and  their  affairs  from  running  Devilward?"  —  The 
English  Nation  being  in  some  difficulty  as  to  Kings, 
the  English  Nation  clutched  up  the  readiest  that  came 
to  hand;  "Here  is  our  King!"  said  they,  —  again 
under  mistake,  still  under  their  old  mistake.  And,  what 
was  singular,  they  then  avenged  themselves  by  mocking, 
calumniating,  by  angrily  speaking,  writing  and  laughing 
at  the  poor  mistaken  King  so  clutched!  —  It  is  hi^ 
time  the  English  were  candidly  asking  themselves, 
with  very  great  seriousness  indeed.  What  it  was  they 
had  done,  in  the  sight  of  God  and  man,  on  that  and 
the  prior  occasion?  And  above  all.  What  it  is  they 
will  now  propose  to  do  in  the  sequel  of  it  I  Dig  gold- 
nuggets,  and  rally  the  i^oble  of  us?  — 

G^orge^s  poor  lean  Mistress,  coming  on  at  the  usual 
rate  of  the  road,  was  met,  next  morning,  by  the  sad 
tidings.  She  sprang  from  her  carriage  into  the  dusty 
highway;  tore  her  hair  (or  head-dress),  half  frantic;  de- 
clared herself  a  ruined  woman;  —  and  drove  direct  to 
Berlin,  there  to  compose  her  old  mind.  She  was  not 
ill  seen  at  Court  there;  had  her  connexions  in  the 
world.  Eieldmarshal  Schulenburg,  who  once  had  the 
honour  of  fighting  (not  to  his  advantage)  with 
Charles  XU.,  and  had  since  grown  famous  by  his 
Anti-Turk  performances  in  the  Venetian  service,  is  a 
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Brother  of  tliis  poor  Maypole^s;  and  there  is  a  Nephew 
of  hers,  one  of  Friedrich  Wilhehn's  Field-Offioers  here, 
whom  we  shall  meet  by  and  by.  She  has  been  obli- 
ging to  Queen  Sophie  on  occasions;  they  can,  and  do, 
now  weep  heartily  together.  I  believe  she  returned  to 
England,  being  Duchess  of  Kendal,  with  heavy  pen- 
sions there;  and  *' assiduously  attended  divine  ordi- 
nances, according  to  the  German  Protestant  form,  ever 
afterwards."  .Poor  foolish  old  soul,  what  is  this  world, 
with  all  its  dukeries!  — 

The  other  or  fat  Mistress,  "Cataract  of  fluid  Tal- 
low," Countess  of  DarUngton,  whom  I  take  to  have 
been  a  Half-Sister  rather,  sat  sorrowful  at  Isleworth; 
and  kept  for  many  years  a  Black  Baven,  which  had 
come  flying  in  upon  her;  which  she  somehow  understood 
to  be  the  soul,  or  connected  with  the  soul  of  his  M$r 
jesty  of  happy  memory.*  Good  Heavens,  what  firt 
fluid-tallowy  stupor,  and  entirely  sordid  dsaknetmf' . 
dwells  among  mankind;  and  occasionally  finds  itieV'.;, 
lifted  to  the  very  top,  by  way  of  sample !  —  "*'*' 

Friedrich  Wilhelm  w^t  tenderly  to  Brigadier  Da- 
bomgay,  the  British  Minister  at  Berlin  (an  old  militazj 
gentleman,  of  diplomatic  merit,  who  spelli  rather  iil\ 
when  tfaey  spoke  of  this  sad  matter.  My  poor  old 
Uncle;  be  was  so  good  to  me  in  boyhood,  in  thoie  oU 
days,  when  I  blooded  Cousin  Geoige't  nose!  Not  in- 
kind,  ah,  only  proud  and  sad;  and  was  called  fulkj^ 
being  of  few  words  and  heavy-laden.    Ah  ne,  yovr 
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Excellenz;  if  the  little  nightingales  have  all  &llea 
silent,  what  may  not  I,  his  Son  and  Nephew  do?  — 
And  the  ragged  Majesty  blubbered  with  great  tende^ 
ness;*  having  fountains  of  tears  withal,  hidden  in  the 
rocky  heart  of  him,  not  suspected  by  every  ona 

I  add  only,  that  the  Fabrice,  who  had  poor  G«oig8 
in  his  arms  that  night,  is  a  man  worth  mentioning. 
The  same  Fabrice  (Fabricius,  or  perhaps  Goldschmdt 
in  German)  who  went  as  Envoy  from  the  Holstein-6o^ 
torp  people  to  Charles  XU.  in  his  Turkish  time;  and 
stayed  with  his  Swedish  Majesty  there,  for  a  year  or 
two,  indeed  till  the  catastrophe  came.  His  Official 
Letters  from,  that  scene  are  in  print,  this  long  while, 
though  considerably  forgotten;**  a  little  Volume,  wortli 
many  big  ones  that  have  been  published  on  that  sub- 
ject The  same  Fabrice,  following  Hanover  after 
wards,  came  across  to  London  in  due  course;  and  there 
he  did  another  memorable  thing:  made  acquaintance 
with  the  Monsieur  Arouet,  then  a  young  French  Exile 
there,  Arouet  Junior  ("Ze  Jeune^  or  I.  7."),  who,  —  by 
an  ingenious  anagram,  contrived  in  his  indignation  at 
such  banishment,  —  writes  himself  Voltaire  ever  since; 
who  has  been  publishing  a  Henriade^  and  doing  other 
things.  Now  it  was  by  questioning  this  Fabrice,  and 
industriously  picking  the  memory  of  him  clean,  that 
M.  de  Voltaire  wrote  another  Book,  much  more  of  an 

*  Daboargay^s  Deipatches ,  in  the  State-Paper  Office. 
*«  Anecdote*  iu  Sijour  du  Roi  de  Suide  i  Bender,  on  Lettret  ieM»l» 
Baron  de  Fabrice  pour  tervir  d'iclaircistement  d  VHisloire  de  Charlee  J//. 
CUambourg,  1760,  8vo) 
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"Epic"  tlian  Henri  IV.,  —  a  History^  namely,  of 
Charles  XIL;*  wliich  seems  to  me  the  best-written  of 
all  liis  Books,  and  wants  nothing  but  truth  (indeed  a 
dreadful  want)  to  make  it  a  possession  forever.  Vol- 
taire^ if  you  want  fine  writing;  Adlerfeld  and  Fahnce^ 
if  you  would  see  the  features  of  the  Fact:  these  three 
are  still  the  Books  upon  Charles  XII. 

His  Prussian  Majesty  falls  into  one  of  his  Hypo^ 

chondriacal  JFHts, 

Before   this    event,    his   Majesty   was    in    gloomy 
humour;  and  special  vexations  had  superadded  them- 
selves.    Early  in  the  Spring,  a  difficult  huff  of  quarrelj 
the  consummation  of  a  good  many  grudges  long  subr^^i- 
slating,  had  fallen-out  with  his  neighbour  of  Saxoiqi " 
the  Majesty  of  Poland,  August,  whom  we  have  formorl; 
heard  of.    A  conspicuous  Majesty  in  those  days;  call^- 
even  "August  the  Great"  by  some  persons  in  his  oWi 
time;  but  now  chiefly  remembered  by  his  splendour  oi 
upholstery,  his  enormous  expenditure  in  drinking  and 
otherwise,   also  by  his  Three-Hundred  and  Fifty-four 
Bastards   (probably  the  maximum  of  any  King^s  per- 
formance in  that  line),  and  called  August  der  Starke^ 
"August    the    Physically    Strong."      This    exemplary 
Sovereign  could  not  well  be  a  man  according  to  Fried- 
rich  Wilhelm's  heart:   accordingly  they  had  their  huffs 
and  little  collisions  now  and  then:  that  of  the  Protestant 

*  See  Voltaire,  CEuvres  CompUles,  il.  149,  xxx.  7, 127.    Came  oat  In 
1731  (ib.  XXX.  Ayant-Propoi ,  p.  ii.)* 
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Directorate  and  Heidelberg  Protestants,  fbr  instance; 
indeed  it  was  generally  about  Protestantism;  and  moie 
lately  there  bad  been  high  words  and  correspondings 
about  the  "Protestants  of  Thorn"  (a  bad  tragedy,  of 
Jesuit  intrusion  and  Polish  ferocity,  enacted  there  in 
1724);*  —  in  which  sad  business  Friedrich  Wilheha 
loyally  interfered,  though  Britannic  George  of  blessed 
memory,  and  others  were  but  lukewarm;  and  nothing 
could  be  done  in  it.  Nothing  except  angry  correspond- 
ence with  King  August;  very  provoking  to  the  poor 
soul,  who  had  no  hand  but  a  nominal  one  in  the  Thorn 
catastrophe,  being  driven  into  it  by  his  unroly  Diet 
alone. 

In  fact,  August,  with  his  glittering  eyes  and  excel- 
lent physical  constitution,  was  a  very  good-hnmouied 
fellow;  supremely  pleasant  in  society;  and  by  no  means 
wishful  to  cheat  you,  or  do  you  a  mischief  in  business, 
—  unless  his  necessities  compelled  him;  which  often 
were  great.  But  Friedrich  Wilhelm  always  kept  a 
good  eye  on  such  points;  and  had  himself  suffered 
nothing  from  the  gay  eupeptic  Son  of  Belial,  either  in 
their  old  Stralsund  copartnery  or  otherwise.  So  that, 
except  for  these  Protestant  affairs,  —  and  alas,  one 
other  little  cause,  —  Friedrich  Wilhelm  had  con- 
tentedly left  the  Physically  Strong  to  his  own  course, 
doing  the  civilities  of  the  road  to  him  when  they  met; 
and  nothing  ill  had  fallen-out  between  them.  This 
other  little  cause  —  alas,  it  is  the  old  story  of  recraiting; 
one^s  poor  Hobby  again  giving  offence!     Special  le- 

*  Account  of  it  in  Bachholz,  1.  98-103. 
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cndting  brabbles  there  bad  been;  severe  laws  passed 
in  Saxony  about  these  kidnapping  operations:  and  al- 
ways in  the  Diets,  when  question  rose  of  this  matter, 
August  had  been  particularly  loud  in  his  denouncings. 
"Which  was  unkind,  though  not  unexpected.  But  now, 
in  the  Spring  of  1727,  here  has  a  worse  case  than  any 
arisen. 

Captain  Natzmer,  of  I  know  not  what  Prussian 
Regiment,  " Sachsen-Weimar  Cuirassiers"*  or  another, 
had  dropt  over  into  Saxony,  to  see  what  could  be  done 
in  picking  up  a  tall  man  or  two.  Tall  men,  one  or 
two.  Captain  Natzmer  did  pick  up,  nay  a  tall  deserter 
or  two  (Saxon  soldier,  inveigled  to  desert);  but  finding 
his  operations  get  air,  he  hastily  withrew  into  Branden- 
burg territory  again.  Saxon  Officials  followed  him 
into  Brandenburg  territory;  snapt  him  back  into  Saxon; 
tried  him  by  Saxon  law  there;  —  Saxon  law,  express 
in  such  case,  condemns  him  to  be  hanged;  and  that  is 
his  doom  accordingly. 

"Captain  Natzmer  to  swing  on  the  gallows?  Taken 
on  Brandenburg  territory,  too,  and  not  the  least  notice 
given  me?"  Friedrich  Wilhelm  blazes  into  flaming 
whirl- wind;  sends,  an  Official  Gentleman,  one  Katsch, 
to  his  Excellenz  Baron  von  Sulim  (the  Crown-Prince's 
cultivated  friend),  with  this  appalling  message:  "If 
Natzmer  be  hanged,  for  certain  I  will  use  reprisals; 
you  yourself  shall  swing!"  Whereupon  Suhm,  in 
panic,  fled  over  the  marches  to  his  Master;  who  bullied 
him  for  his  pusillanimous  terrors ;  and  applied  to  Fried- 

»  MilUair  Lexikon,  iii.  104. 
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rich  Willielm,  in  fine  frenzy  of  indignant  astonlBbment, 
"What,  in  Heaven^s  name,  such  meditated  outrage  on 
the  law  of  nations,  and  flat  insult  to  the  Mcjesty  of 
Kings,  can  have  meant?  ^^  Friedrich  Wilhelm,  the  first 
fury  being  spent,  sees  that  he  is  quite  out  of  square; 
disavows  the  i*eprisals  upon  Suhm.  "Message  misde- 
livered  by  my  Official  Gentleman,  that  stupid  Ejitsch; 
never  did  intend  to  hang  Suhm;  oh,  no;**  with  much 
other  correspondence;*  —  and  is  very  angry  at  him- 
self, and  at  the  Natzmer  affair,  which  has  brought  him 
into  this  bad  pass.  Into  open  impropriety;  into  danger 
of  an  utter  rupture,  had  King  August  been  of  quarrel- 
some turn.  But  Iving  August  was  not  quarrelsome; 
and  then  Seckondorf  and  the  Tobacco-Parliament,  — 
on  the  Kaiser's  score,  who  wants  Pragmatic  Sanction 
and  much  else  out  of  these  two  Kings,  and  can  at  no 
rate  have  them  quarrel  in  the  present  juncture,  — 
were  eager  to  quench  the  fire.  King  August  let  Natzmer 
go;  Suhm  returned  to  his  post;**  and  things  hustled 
themselves  into  some  uneasy  posture  of  silence  again; 
—  uneasy  to  the  sensitive  fancy  of  Friedrich  Wilhelm 
above  all.  This  is  his  worst  collision  with  his  Nei^- 
bour  of  Saxony;  and  springing  from  one's  Hobby 
again!  — 

These  sorrows,  the  death  of  George  I.,  with  anxie- 
ties as  to  George  11.  and  the  -course  he  might  take;  all 
this,  it  was  thought,  preyed  upon  his  Majesty's  spirits; 

*  In  Maavillon  (il.  189-195)  more  of  it  than  any  one  will  read. 
••  PCllnltz,  il.  264. 
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—   Wilhelmina    says    it  was    "the  frequent  carousals 
with  Seckendorf,"   and  an  affair  chiefly  of  the  royal 
digestive-apparatus.     Like  enough*,  —  or  both  might 
combine.     It  is  certain  his  Majesty  fell  into  one  of  his 
hypochondrias  at  this  time;  talked  of  "abdicating"  and 
other  gloomy  things,   and  was  very  black  indeed.     So 
that  Seckendorf  and  Grumkow  began  to  be  alarmed. 
It   is   several  months  ago  he   had  Franke  the  Halle 
Methodist  giving  ghostly  counsel;  his  Majesty  ceased 
to  have  the  Newspapers  read  at  dinner;  and  listened 
to  lugubrious  Franke's  exhortations  instead.     Did  Eng- 
lish readers  ever  hear  of  Franke?     Let  them  make  a 
momentary    acquaintance    with    this    famous    German 
Saint.     August  Hermann  Franke,  a  Liibeck  man,  bom 
1663;  Professor  of  Theology,  of  Hebrew,  Lecturer  on 
the  Bible;  a  wandering,  persecuted,  pious  man.     Foun- 
der   of  the  "Pietists,"  a  kind  of  German  Methodists, 
who  are  still  a  famed  Sect  in  that  country ;   and  of  the 
Waisenhaus^   at  Halle,   grand  Orphan-house,   built  by 
charitable  beggings  of  Franke,  which  also  still  subsists. 
A  reverend  gentleman,   very  mournful  of  visage,  now 
sixty-four;    and  for  the  present,   at  Berlin,   discoursing 
of  things  eternal,   in  what  Wilhelmina  thinks  a  very 
lugubrious  manner.    Well;  but  surely  in  a  very  serious 
manner!      The  shadows  of  Death  were  abeady  round 
!;his  poor  F*ranke;    and  in  a  few  weeks  more,  he  had 
iimself  departed.*    But  hear  Wilhelmina,  what  account 
jhe  g'ives  of  her  own  and  the  young  Grenadier-Major's 
>ehaviour  on    these   mournful  occasions.     Seckendotfs 

•  Died  8th  Jane  1727. 
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dinners  she  considers  to  be  the  cause;  all  spiritual  80^ 
rows  only  an  adjunct  not  worth  mentioning.  It  is  cer- 
tain enough, 

^^His  Majesty  began  to  become  valetudinary;  and  the  hj- 
^pochondria  which  tormented  him  rendered  his  humour  veiy 
^  melancholy.  Monsieur  Franke,  the  famous  Pietist,  founder 
'  of  the  Orphan-house  at  Halle  University,  contributed  not  a 

*  little  to  exaggerate  that  latter  evil.  This  reverend  gentle- 
^  man  entertained  the  King  by  raising  scruples  of  conscience 
^  about  the  most  innocent  matters.  He  condemned  all  plea- 
^sures;  damnable  all  of  them,  he  said,  even  hunting  and 
^  music.  You  were  to  speak  of  nothing  but  the  Word  of  Grod 
'only;  all  other  conversation  was  forbidden.  It  was  always 
'  he  that  carried-on  the  improving  talk  at  table ;  where  he  did 
Hhe  office  of  reader,  as  if  it  had  been  a  refectory  of  monks. 

*  The  King  treated  us  to  a  sermon  every  afternoon ;  his  valet- 
'de-chambre  gave  out  a  psalm,  which  we  all  sang :  you  had 
'  to  listen  to  this  sermon  with  as  much  devout  attention  as  if 
'  it  had  been  an  apostle's.  My  Brother  and  I  had  all  the  mind 
'  in  the  world  to  laugh ;  we  tried  hard  to  keep  from  laughing; 
'  but  often  we  burst  out.  Thereupon  reprimand ,  with  all  the 
'  anathemas  of  the  Church  hurled  out  on  us ;  which  we  had  to 
Hake  with  a  contrite  penitent  air,  a  thing  not  easy  to  bring 
'your  face  to  at  the  moment.  In  a  word,  this  dog  of  a  Franke" 

(he  died  within  few  months,  poor  soul,  ce  cMen  de  Franifce)-"led 
'us  the  life  of  a  set  of  Monks  of  La  Trappe. 

"Such  excess  of  bigotry  awakened  still  more  gothic 
'thoughts  in  the  King.    He  resolved  to  abdicate  the  crown 

*  in  favour  of  my  Brother.  He  used  to  talk ,  He  would  reserve 
'for  himself  10,000  crowns  a-year;  and  retire  with  the  Queen 
'and  his  Daughters  to  Wusterhausen.  There,  added  he,  I 
'  will  pray  to  Grod ;  and  manage  the  farming  economy,  while 
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"  my  wife  and  girls  take  care  of  the  household  matters.  You 
"are  clever,  he  said  to  me;  I  will  give  you  the  inspection  of 
"the  linen,  which  you  shall  mend  and  keep  in  order,  taking 
"  good  charge  of  laundry  matters.  Frederica  "  (now  thirteen, 
married  to -4n5pac^  two  years  hence),  "who  is  miserly,  shall 
"have  charge  of  all  the  stores  of  the  house.  Charlotte"  (now 
eleven ,  Duchess  of  Brunswick  by  and  by)  "  shall  go  to  market 
"and  buy  our  provisions;  and  my  Wife  shall  take  charge  of 
"the  little  children,"  says  Friedrich  Wilhelm,  "and  of  the 
"kitchen."* 

Poor  Friedrich  Wilhelm;  what  an  innocent  Idyllium'^  — 
which  cannot  be  executed  by  a  King.  "He  had  even  begun 
"to  wofk  at  an  Instruction,  or  Farewell -Advice,  for  my 
'  *  Brother ; "  and  to  point  towards  various  steps,  which  alarmed 
Grumkow  and  Seckendorf  to  a  high  degree.  ** 

"Abdication,"  with  a  Crown-Prince  ready  to  fall 
into  the  arms  of  England,  and  a  sudden  finis  to  our 
Black -Art,  will  by  no  means  suit  Seckendorf  and 
Grumkow!  Yet  here  is  Winter  coming;  solitary 
Wusterhausen,  with  the  misty  winds  piping  round  it, 
will  make  matters  worse:  something  must  be  contrived; 
and  what?     The  two,  after  study,  persuade  Fieldmar- 


*  Little  children  are:  1^.  Sophie  Dorothee,  now  eight,  who  married 
Margraf  orf  Schwedt,  and  was  unhappy;  2*>.  Ulrique,  a  grave  little  soul  of 
seven t  Queen  of  Sweden  afterwards;  8*>.  August  Wilhelm,  age  now  five, 
became  Father  of  a  new  Friedrich  Wilhelm,  who  was  King  by  and  by,  and 
produced  the  Kings  that  still  are;  4*.  Amelia,  now  four,  born  in  the  way 
we  saw;  and  5<^.  Henri ,  still  in  arms,  Just  beginning  to  walk.  There  %vill 
be  a  Sixth  and  no  more  (son  of  this  Sixth,  a  Berlin  Rou6,  was  killed,  in 
1806,  at  the  Battle  of  Jena,  or  a  day  or  two  before);  but  the  Sixth  is  not  yet 
come  to  hand. 

■«  Wilhelmina:  Mimoires  de  Bareith,  i.  108. 
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shal  Flemming  over  at  Warsaw  (Angnst  ibe  Strong^s 
cliief  man,  the  Flemming  of  Voltaire's  Charles  XH,; 
Prussian  by  birth,  though  this  long  while  in  Saxon 
service),  That  if  he  the  Fieldmarshal  were  to  pay, 
accidentally,  as  it  were,  a  little  visit  to  his  native 
Brandenburg  just  now,  it  might  have  fine  effects  on 
those  foolish  Berlin-Warsaw  clouds  that  had  risen.  The 
Fieldmarshal,  well-affected  in  such  a  case,  manages  the 
little  visit,  readily  persuading  the  Polish  Majesty;  and 
dissipates  the  clouds  straightway,  —  being  well  re- 
ceived by  Friedrich  Wilhelm,  and  seconded  by  the 
Tobacco-Parliament  with  all  its  might.  Out  at  Wnster* 
hausen  everything  is  comfortably  settled.  Nay  Madam 
Flemming,  young,  brilliant,  and  direct  from  the  seat  of 
fashion;  it  was  she  that  first  "built-up"  Wilhelmina's 
hair  on  just  principles,  and  put  some  life  into  her  ap- 
pearance *  And  now  the  Fieldmarshal  (Tobacco-Par- 
liament suggesting  it)  hints  farther,  "If  his  Prussian 
Majesty,  in  the  mere  greatness  of  his  mind,  were  to 
appear  suddenly  in  Dresden  when  his  royal  Friend 
was  next  there,  —  what  a  sunburst  after  clouds  were 
that;  how  welcome  to  the  Polish  Majesty  1"  —  "Hm, 
Na,  would  it,  then?"  —  The  Polish  Majesty  puts  that 
out  of  question;  specially  sends  invitation  for  the  Car- 
nival-time just  coming;  and  Friedrich  Wilhelm  will, 
accordingly,  see  Dresden  and  him  on  that  occasion.** 
In  those  days.  Carnival  means  "Fashionable  Season,'* 
rural  nobility  rallying  to  headquarters  for  a  while,  and 

•  Wilhelmina,  i.  117. 
•«  Ibid.  i.  108,  109;  PSllnitz,  ii.  254;  Fassmann,  p.  874. 
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social  gaieties  going  on;  and  in  Protestant  Countries  it 
means  nothing  more. 

This,  in  substance,  was  the  real  origin  of  Friedrich 
Wilhelm's  sudden  visit  to  Dresden,  which  astonished 
the  world,  in  January  next.  It  makes  a  great  figure 
in  the  old  Books.  It  did  kindle  Dresden  Carnival  and 
the  Physically  Strong  into  supreme  illumination,  for 
the  time  being;  and  proved  the  seal  of  good  agreement, 
and  even  of  a  kind  of  friendliness  between  this  hetero- 
clite  pair  of  Sovereigns,  —  if  anybody  now  cared  for 
those  points.  It  is  with  our  Crown-Prince's  share  in  it 
that  we  are  alone  concerned;  and  that  may  require  a 
Chapter  to  itself 


Carlyle ,  Frederic  the  Great,  lU, 
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CHAPTER  m. 

VISIT  TO  DRESDEN. 

One  of  the  most  important  adyentores,  for  our 
young  Crown-Prince,  was  this  visit  of  his,  along  with 
Papa,  to  Dresden  in  the  Carnival  of  1728.  Visit  con- 
trived by  Seckendorf  and  Company,  as  we  have  seen, 
to  divert  the  Kling's  melancholy,  and  without  view  to 
the  Crown -Prince  at  all.  The  Crown -Prince,  nov 
sixteen,  and  not  in  the  best  favour  with  his  Father, 
had  not  been  intended  to  accompany;  was  to  stay  at 
Potsdam  and  diligently  drill:  nevertheless  an  estafette 
came  for  him  from  the  gallant  Polish  Majesty;  —  Wil- 
helmina  had  spoken  a  word  to  good  Suhm,  who  wrote 
to  his  King,  and  the  hospitable  message  came.  Fried- 
rich  made  no  loitering,  —  to  Dresden  is  but  a  hundred 
miles,  one  good  day;  —  he  arrived  there  on  the  mo^ 
row  after  his  Father;  King  "on  the  14th  January 
1728,"  dates  Fassmann;  "Crown-Prince  on  the  15th," 
which  I  find  was  Thursday.  The  Crown-Prince  lodged 
with  Fieldmarshal  Flemming;  Friedrich  Wilhelm,  hav- 
ing come  in  no  state,  refused  Bang  August's  pressings, 
and  took  up  his  quarters  with  "the  General  Fieldmar- 
shal Wackerbart,  Commandant  in  Dresden,"  —  pleasant 
old  military  gentleman,  who  had  besieged  Stralsund 
along  with   him  in  times  gone.     Except    Grumkow, 
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Derschau  arid  one  or  two  of  less  importance,  with  the 
due  minimum  of  Valetry,  he  had  brought  no  retinue;  the 
Crown-Prince  had  Finckenstein  and  Kalkstein  with 
him,  Tutor  and  Sub-Tutor,  officially  there.  And  he 
lodges  with  old  Count  Flemming  and  his  clever  fashion- 
able Madam,  —  the  diligent  but  unsuccessful  Flemming, 
a  courtier  of  the  highest  civility,  though  iracund,  and 
"with  a  passion  for  making  Treaties,"  whom  we  know 
since  Charles  XII. 's  time. 

Amongst  the  round  of  splendours  now  set  on  foot, 
Friedrich  Wilhelm  had,  by  accident  of  Nature,  the 
spectacle  of  a  house  on  fire,  —  rather  a  symbolic  one 
in  those  parts,  —  afforded  him,  almost  to  start  with. 
Deep  in  the  first  Saturday  night,  or  rather  about  two 
in  the  morning  of  Sunday,  Wackerbart's  grand  house, 
kindling  by  negligence  somewhere  in  the  garrets,  blazed 
up,  irrepressible;  and,  with  its  endless  upholsteries, 
with  a  fine  library  even,  went  all  into  flame:  so  that 
"his  Majesty,  scarcely  saving  his  chatoulle  (box  of  pre- 
"ciosities),  had  to  hurry-out  in  undress;"  —  over  to 
Flemming's  where  his  Son  was;  where  they  both  con- 
tinued thenceforth.  This  was  the  one  touch  of  rough, 
amid  so  much  of  dulcet  that  occurred:  no  evil,  this 
touch,  almost  rather  otherwise,  except  to  poor  Wacker- 
bart,  whose  fine  House  lay  wrecked  by  it 

The  visit  lasted  till  February  12th,  four  weeks  and 

a  day.      Never  were  such  t^irice-magnificent  Carnival 

amusements:   illuminations,   cannon  salvoings  and  fire- 

'Vi'orks;   operas,  comedies,  redoubts,   sow-baitings,  fox- 

and-badger  baiting,  reviewing,  running  at  the  ring:  — 

1* 
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dinners  of  never-imagined  quality,  this,  as  a  daily  item, 
needs  no  express  mention. 

To  the  young  Soldier -Apprentice  all  this  was,  of 
course,  in  pleasant  contrast  with  the  Potsdam  Gkiard- 
house;  and  Friedrich  Wilhelm  himself  is  understood  to 
have  liked  at  least  the  dinners,  and  the  airy  courteous 
ways,  light  table- wit  and  extreme  good  humour  of  the 
host.  A  successful  visit;  burns  off  like  successful  fire- 
works, piece  after  piece:  and  what  more  is  to  be  said? 
Of  all  this  nothing;  —  nor,  if  we  could  help  it,  of 
another  little  circumstance,  not  mentioned  by  the  News- 
papers or  Fassmann,  which  constitutes  the  meaning  of 
this  Visit  for  us  now.  It  is  a  matter  difficult  to  handle 
in  speech.  An  English  Editor,  chary  of  such  topics, 
will  let  two  witnesses  speak,  credible  both,  though  not 
eyewitnesses;  and  leave  it  to  the  reader  so.  Babbling 
Pbllnitz  is  the  first  witness;  he  deposes,  after  alluding 
to  the  sumptuous  dinings  and  drinkings  there: 

*' One  day  the  two  Kings ,  after  dinuer,  went  in  domino  to 
"the  redoubt"  (ridottoy  what  we  now  call  rout  or  evenings 
party).  "August  had  a  mind  to  take  an  opportunity,  and  try 
"whether  the  reports  of  Friedrich  Wilhelm* s  indifferem^e  to 
"the  fair  sex  were  correct  or  not.  To  this  end ,  he  had  had  a 
"young  damsel  (Junge  Person)  of  extraordinary  beauty  intro- 
"duced  into  some  side-room;  where  they  now  entered.  She 
"was  lying  on  a  bed,  in  a  loose  gauzy  undress ;  and  though 
"masked,  showed  so  many  charms  to  the  eye  that  the  imagi- 
"  nation  could  not  but  judge  very  favourably  of  the  rest.  The 
"King  of  Poland  approached,  in  that  gallant  way  of  hi», 
f '  which  had  gained  him  such  favour  with  women.    He  begged 
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**her  to  unmask;  she  at  first  affected  reluctance,  and  would 
"not.  He  then  told  her  who  he  was;  and  said,  He  hoped  she 
"  would  not  refuse ,  when  two  Kings  begged  her  to  show  them 
"this  complaisance.    She  thereupon  took  off  her  mask,  and 

*  *  showed  them  one  of  the  loveliest  faces  in  the  world.  August 
"seemed  quite  enchanted;  and  said,  as  if  it  had  been  the  first 
"time  he  ever  saw  her.  He  could  not  comprehend  how  so 
"bewitching  a  beauty  had  hitherto  remained  unknown  to 
"him. 

"Friedrich  Wilhelm  could  not  help  looking  at  her.  He 
"said  to  the  King  of  Poland ,  *  She  is  very  beautiful ,  it  must 

*  *  be  owned ; '  —  but  at  the  same  instant,  turned  his  eyes  away 
"from  her;  and  left  the  room,  and  the  ridotto  altogether 
"without  delay;  went  home,  and  shut  himself  in  his  room. 
"He  then  sent  for  Herr  von  Grumkow,  and  bitterly  com- 

*  *  plained  that  the  King  of  Poland  wanted  to  tempt  him.  Herr 
"von  Grumkow,  who  was  neither  so  chaste  nor  so  conscien- 
"  tious  as  the  King,  was  for  making  a  jest  of  the  matter;  but 
"the  King  took  a  very  serious  tone;  and  commanded  him  to 
"tell  the  King  of  Poland  in  his  name,  *  That  he  begged  him 
"very  much  not  to  expose  him  again  to  accidents  of  that 
**  nature ,  unless  he  wished  to  have  him  quit  Dresden  at  once.* 
"  Herr  von  Grumkow  did  his  message.  The  King  of  Poland 
"  laughed  heartily  at  it;  went  straight  to  Friedrich  Wilhelm, 
"  and  excused  himself.  The  King  of  Prussia,  however,  kept 
"his  grim  look;  so  that  August  ceased  joking,  andtunxedthe 
"  dialogue  on  some  other  subject."  * 

This  is  PoUnitz's  testimony,  gathered  from  the  whi*- 
pars  of  the  Tabagie,  or  rumours  in  the  Court-circles, 
and  may  be  taken  as  indisputable  in  the  main.  Wil- 
helmina,  deriving  from  similar  sources,  and  equally  un- 

•  PSUnltz,  ii.  256. 
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certain  in  details,  paints  more  artisticallj;  nor  has  she 
forgotten  the  sequel  for  her  Brother,  which  at  present 
is  the  essential  circumstance; 


"One  evening,  when  the  rites  of  Bacchus  had  been  well 
attended  to,  the  King  of  Poland  led  the  King**  (my  Father), 
strolling  about,  by  degrees,  into  a  room  very  richly  orna- 
mented, all  the  furniture  and  arrangements  of  which  were  in 
a  quite  exquisite  taste.  The  King,  charmed  with  what  he 
saw,  paused  to  contemplate  the  beauties  of  it  a  little ;  when, 
all  on  a  sudden ,  a  curtain  rose ,  and  displayed  to  him  one  of 
the  most  extraordinary  sights.  It  was  a  girl  in  the  condition 
of  our  First  Parents ,  carelessly  lying  on  a  bed.  This  crea- 
ture was  more  beautiful  than  they  paint  Venus  and  the 
Graces ;  she  presented  to  view  a  form  of  ivory  whiter  than 
snow,  and  more  gracefully  shaped  than  the  Venus  de*  Medici 
at  Florence.  The  cabinet  which  contained  this  treasure 
was  lighted  by  so  many  wax-candles  that  their  brilliancy 
dazzled  you ,  and  gave  a  new  splendour  to  the  beauties  of 
the  goddess. 

"  The  Authors  of  this  fine  comedy  did  not  doubt  but  the 
object  would  make  an  impression  on  the  King's  heart;  but 
it  was  quite  otherwise.  No  sooner  had  he  cast  his  eyes  on 
the  beauty  than  he  whirled  round  with  indignation;  and 
seeing  my  Brother  behind  him ,  he  pushed  him  roughly  out 
of  the  room,  and  immediately  quitted  it  himself;  very  angry 
at  the  scene  they  had  been  giving  him.  He  spoke  of  it,  that 
same  evening,  toGrumkow,  in  very  strong  terms;  and  de- 
clared with  emphasis  that  if  the  like  frolics  were  tried  on 
him  again,  he  would  at  once  quit  Dresden. 

*'  With  my  Brother  it  was  otherwise.  In  spite  of  the  King's 
''  care ,  he  had  got  a  full  view  of  that  Cabinet  Venus ;  and  ^e 
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"  sight  of  her  did  not  inspire  in  him  so  much  horror  as  in  his 
"  Father."  *  —  Very  likely  not !  —  And  in  fact ,  "  he  obtained 
"her  from  the  King  of  Poland,  in  a  rather  singular  way  (d'une 
fa^nn  assez  singuliere)^'  —  describable,  in  condensed  terms,  as 
follows : 

Wilhelmina  says,  her  poor  Brother  had  been  al- 
ready charmed  over  head  and  ears  by  a  gay  young 
baggage  of  a  Countess  Orzelska;  a  very  high  and  airy 
Countess  there;  whose  history  is  not  to  be  touched,  ex- 
cept upon  compulsion,  and  as  if  with  a  pair  of  tongs, 
—  thrice-famous  as  she  once  was  in  this  Saxon  Court 
of  Beelzebub.  She  was  King  August's  natural  daughter; 
a  French  milliner  in  Warsaw  had  produced  her  for  him 
there.  In  due  time,  a  male  of  the  three-hundred  and 
fifty-four,  one  Eutowski,  soldier  by  profession,  whom 
w^e  shall  again  hear  of,  took  her  for  mistress;  regard- 
less of  natural  half-sisterhood,  which  perhaps  he  did 
not  know  of.  The  admiring  Eutowski,  being  of  a 
participative  turn,  introduced  her,  after  a  while,  to  his 
honoured  parent  and  hers;  by  whom  next  —  Heavens, 
human  language  is  unequal  to  the  history,  of  such 
things!  And  it  is  in  this  capacity  she  now  shines  su- 
preme in  the  Saxon  Court;  ogling  poor  young  Fritz, 
and  driving  him  distracted;  —  which  phenomenon  the 
Beelzebub  Parent-Lover  noticed  with  pain  and  jealousy, 
it  would  appear. 

"His  Polish  Majesty  distinguished  her  extremely," 
says  Pollnitz,**  "and  was  continually  visiting  her;  so 
"that  the  universal  inference  was"  —  to  the  above  un- 

•  WUhelmina,  i.  113.  ••  Uemoiren,  U.  361. 
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speakable  effect.  ^^Sbe  was  of  fine  figure;  had  some- 
*^ thing  grand  in  her  air  and  carriage,  and  the  prettiest 
^^  humour  in  the  world.  She  often  appeared  in  men^s 
"clothes,  which  became  her  very  welL  People  said, 
"she  was  extremely  openhanded;"  as  indeed  the  Beelze- 
bub Parent-Lover  was  of  the  like  quality  (when  he 
had  cash  about  him),  and  to  her,  at  this  time,  he  was 
profuse  beyond  limit.  Truly  a  tempting  aspect  of 
the  Devil,  this  expensive  Orzelska:  something  beautiful 
in  her,  if  there  are  no  Laws  in  this  Universe;  not  so 
beautiful,  if  there  are!  Enough  to  turn  the  head  of 
poor  Crown-Prince,  if  she  like,  for  some  time.  He 
is  just  sixteen  gone;  one  of  the  prettiest  lads  and 
sprightliest;  his  homage,  clearly  enough,  is  not  dis- 
agreeable to  the  baggage.  Wherefore  jealous  August, 
the  Beelzebub-Parent,  takes  his  measures;  signifies  to 
Fritz,  in  direct  terms,  or  by  discreet  diplomatic  hints 
and  innuendos,  That  he  can  have  the  Cabinet  Venus 
(Formera  her  name,  of  Opera- singer  kind);  —  ho- 
ping thereby  that  the  Orzelska  will  be  left  alone  in 
time  coming.  A  ^^faqon  assez  smguliere**  for  a  So- 
vereign Majesty  and  Beelzebub  Parent-Lover,  thinks 
Wilhelmina. 

Thus  has  our  poor  Fritz  fallen  into  the  wake  of 
Beelzebub;  and  is  not  in  a  good  way.  Under  such 
and  no  better  guidance,  in  this  illicit  premature  man- 
ner, he  gets  his  introduction  to  the  paradise  of  the 
world.  The  Formera,  beautiM  as  painted  Chaos; 
yes,  her;  —  and  why  not,  after  a  while,  the  Orzelska 
too,  all  the  same?    A  wonderful  Armida-Garden,  sure 
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enough.  And  cannot  one  adore  the  painted  divine 
beauties  there  (lovely  as  certain  Apples  of  the  Dead 
Sea),  for  some  time?  —  The  miseries  all  this  brought 
into  his  existence,  —  into  his  relations  with  a  Father 
very  rigorous  in  principle,  and  with  a  Universe  still 
more  so,  —  for  years  to  come,  were  neither  few  nor 
small.  And  that  is  the  main  outcome  of  the  Dresden 
visitings  for  him  and  us.  — 

Great  pledges  pass  between  the  two  Kings ;  Prussian 
Crown-Prince  decorated  with  the  Order  of  the  Saxon 
Eagle,  or  what  supreme  distinction  they  had;  Eutowski 
taken  over  to  Berlin  to  learn  war  and  drill,  where  he 
did  not  remain  long:  in  fact  a  certain  liking  seems  to 
have  risen  between  the  two  heteroclite  individualities, 
which  is  perhaps  worth  remembering  as  a  point  in 
natural-history,  if  not  otherwise.  One  other  small  re- 
sult of  the  visit  is  of  pictorial  nature.  In  the  famed 
Dresden  Gallery  there  is  still  a  Picture,  high  up, 
visible  if  you  have  glasses,  where  the  Saxon  Court- 
Painter,  on  Friedrich  Wilhelm's  bidding  it  is  said, 
soon  after  these  auspicious  occurrences,  represents  the 
two  Majesties  as  large  as  life,  in  their  respective  cos- 
tumes and  features  (short  Potsdam  Grenadier-Colonel, 
and  tall  Saxon  Darius  or  Sardanapalus),  in  the  act 
of  shaking  hands;  symbolically  burying  past  grudges, 
and  swearing  eternal  friendship,  so  to  speak.*  To 
this  Editor  the  Picture  did  not  seem  good  for  much; 
but  Friedrich  Wilhelm's  Portrait    in  it,   none  of  the 

*  Fbreter,  i.  226. 
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best,  may  be  of  use  to  travelling  friends  of  his  who 
have  no  other. 

The  visit  ended  on  the  12th  of  February,  as  the 
Newspapers  testify.  Long  before  daybreak,  at  three 
in  tlie  morning,  Friedrich  Wilhelm,  "who  had  smoked 
after  dinner  till  nine  the  night  before,"  and  taken 
leave  of  everybody,  was  on  the  road;  but  was  astonished 
to  find  King  August  and  the  Electoral  Prince  or  Heir- 
Appai-ent  (who  had  privately  sat  up  for  the  purpose) 
insist  on  conducting  him  to  his  carriage.*  "Great 
tokens  of  affection,"  known  to  the  Newspapers,  there 
were;  and  one  token  not  yet  known,  a  promise  on  King 
August's  part  that  he  would  return  this  ever-memorable 
compliment  in  person  at  Potsdam  and  Berlin  in  a  few 
months.     Eemember  then!  — 

As  for  the  poor  Crown-Prince,  whom  already  his 
Father  did  not  like,  he  now  fell  into  circumstances 
more  abstruse  than  ever  in  that  and  other  respects. 
Bad  health,  a  dangerous  lingering  fit  of  that,  soon 
after  his  return  home,  was  one  of  the  first  conse- 
quences. Frequent  fits  of  bad  health,  for  some  years 
coming;  with  ominous  rumours,  consultations  of  phy- 
sicians, and  reports  to  the  paternal  Majesty,  which 
produced  small  comfort  in  that  quarter.  The  sad  truth, 
dimly  indicated,  is  sufficiently  visible:  his  life  for  the 
next  four  or  five  years  was  "extremely  dissolute."  Poor 
young  man,  he  has  got  into  a  disastrous  course;  con- 
sorts chiefly  with  debauched  young  fellows,  as  Lieute- 

*  Boyer,  zxxv.  199. 
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nants  Katte,  Keith,  and  others  of  their  stamp,  who  lead 
him  on  ways  not  pleasant  to  his  Father,  nor  conform- 
able to  the  Laws  of  this  Universe.  Health,  either  of 
body  or  of  mind,  is  not  to  be  looked  for  in  his  present 
way  of  life?  The  bright  young  soul,  with  its  fine 
strengths  and  gifts ;  wallowing  like  a  young  rhinoceros  in 
the  mud-bath:  —  some  say,  it  is  wholesome  for  a  hu- 
man soul;  not  we! 

All  this  is  too  certain;  rising  to  its  height  in  the 
years  we  are  now  got  to,  and  not  ending  for  four  or 
five  years  to  come:  and  the  reader  can  conceive  all 
this,  and  whether  its  effects  were  good  or  not  Fried- 
rich  Wilhelm's  old-standing  ^disfavour  is  converted  into 
open  aversion  and  protest,  many  times  into  fits  of  sor- 
row, rage  and  despair,  on  his  luckless  Son's  behalf;  — 
and  it  appears  doubtful  whether  this  bright  young  hu- 
man soul,  comparable  for  the  present  to  a  rhinoceros 
wallowing  in  the  mud-bath,  with  nothing  but  its  snout 
visible,  and  a  dirty  gurgle  all  the  sound  it  makes,  will 
ever  get  out  again  or  not. 

The  rhinoceros  soul  got  out;  but  not  uninjured; 
alas,  no,  bitterly  polluted,  tragically  dimmed  of  its 
finest  radiances  for  the  remainder  of  life.  The  distin- 
guished Sauerteig,  in  his  Spring -Wurzeln^  has  these 
words:  "To  burn  away,  in  mad  waste,  the  divine 
"aromas  and  plainly  celestial  elements  fi:om  our  exis- 
"tence;  to  change  our  holy-of-holies  into  a  place  of 
"riot;  to  make  the  soul  itself  hard,  impious,  barren  I 
"Surely  a  day  is  coming,  when  it  will  be  known 
"again  what  virtue  is  in  purity  and  continence  of  life; 
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^^how  divine  is  the  blush  of  joxmg  hnman  cheeks; 
"how  high,  beneficent,  sternly  inexorable  if  forgotten, 
"is  the  duty  laid,  not  on  women  only,  but  on  every 
"creature,  in  regard  to  these  particulars?  Well;  if 
"such  a  day  never  come  again,  then  I  pereeive  much 
"else  will  never  come.  Magnanimity  and  depth  of 
"insight  will  never  come;  heroic  purity  of  heart  and 
"of  eye;  noble  pious  valour,  to  amend  us  and  the 
"age  of  bronze  and  lacker,  how  can  they  ever  come? 
"The  scandalous  bronze-lacker  age,  of  hungry  anima- 
"lisms,  spiritual  impotencies  and  mendacities,  will  have 
"to  run  its  course,  till  the  Pit  swallow  it."  — 

In  the  case  of  Friedrich,  it  is  certain  such  a  day 
never  fully  came.  The  "age  of  bronze  and  lacker," 
80  as  it  then  stood,  —  relieved  truly  by  a  backbone  of 
real  Spartan  iron  (of  right  battle  steel  when  needed): 
this  was  all  the  world  he  ever  got  to  dream  of.  EGs 
ideal,  compared  to  that  of  some,  was  but  low;  his 
existence  a  hard  and  barren,  though  a  genuine  one, 
and  only  worth  much  memory  in  the  absence  of  better. 
Enough  of  all  that 

The  Physically  Strong  pays  his  Counter-Visit, 

August  the  Strong  paid  his  Eetum-visit  in  May 
following.  Of  which  sublime  transaction,  stupendous 
as  it  then  was  to  the  Journalistic  mind,  we  should 
now  make  no  mention,  except  for  its  connexion  with 
those  points,  —  and  more  especially  for  a  foolish  ru- 
mour, which  now  rose  about  Prince  Fred  and  the 
Double-Mamage,  on  occasion  of  it     The  magnificence 
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of  this  visit  and  reception  being  so  extreme ,  — 
King  August,  for  one  item,  sailing  to  it,  with  sound 
of  trumpet  and  hautbois,  in  silken  flotillas  gayer  than 
Cleopatra's,  down  the  Elbe,  —  there  was  a  rush 
towards  Berlin  of  what  we  will  not  call  the  scum, 
but  must  call  the  foam  of  mankind,  rush  of  the  idle 
moneyed  populations  from  all  countries;  and  such  a 
crowd  there,  for  the  three  weeks,  as  was  seldom  seen. 
Foam  everywhere  is  stirred  up,  and  encouraged  to  get 
under  way. 

Prince  Frederick  of  Hanover  and  England,  "Duke 
of  Edinburgh"  as  they  now  call  him,  "Duke  of  Glou- 
cester" no  longer,  it  would  seem,  nor  "Prince  of 
Wales"  as  yet;  he,  foamy  as  another,  had  thoughts  of 
coming;  and  rumour  of  him  rose  very  high  in  Berlin, 
—  how  high  we  have  still  singular  proof.  Here  is 
a  myth,  generated  in  the  busy  Court-Imagination  of 
Berlin  at  this  time;  written  down  by  Pollnitz  as  plain 
fact  afterwards;  and  from  him  idly  copied  into  Coxe* 
and  other  English  Books.  We  abridge  from  watery 
Pollnitz,  taking  care  of  any  sense  he  has.  This  is  what 
ran  in  certain  high-frizzled  •heads  then  and  there;  and 
was  dealt-out  in  whispers  to  a  privileged  few,  watery 
PoUnitz's  informers  among  them,  till  they  got  a  myth 
made  of  it.  Frederick  Duke  of  Edinburgh,  second 
hope  of  England  at  this  time,  he  is  the  hero. 

It  appears,  this  loose  y6ung  gentleman,  standing 
in  no  favour  with  his  sovereign  Father,  had  never  yet 
been  across  to  England,  the  royal  Parent  preferring 

•  Coxe'B  Vyo/i)bie (London,  1798),  i.  620. 
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rather  not  to  liave  him  in  sight-,  and  was  living  idle 
at  Hanover;  very  eager  to  be  wedded  to  Wilheknina, 
as  one  grand  and  at  present  grandest  resource  of  his 
existence.  It  is  now  May  1728;  and  Frederick  Duke 
of  Edinburgh  is  twenty-one.  He  writes  to  his  Aunt 
and  intended  Mother-in-law,  Queen  Sophie  (date  not 
ascertainable  to  a  day.  Note  burnt  as  soon  as  read): 
"  That  he  can  endure  this  tantalising  suspense  no  longer; 
such  endless  higgling  about  a  supreme  blessedness,  virtu- 
ally agreed  upon,  may  be  sport  to  others,  but  is  death 
to  him.  That  he  will  come  privately  at  once,  and 
wed  his  Wilhelmina;  and  so  make  an  end;  the  bigwigs 
to  adjust  it  afterwards  as  they  can  and  may."  Where- 
upon Sophie  Dorothee,  gladdest  of  women,  sends  for 
Dubourgay  the  British  Ambassador  (Brigadier  Dubour- 
gay,  the  respectable  old  gentleman  who  spells  ill,  who 
is  strong  for  the  Double -Marriage  always),  to  teU 
him  what  fine  news  there  is,  and  what  answer  she 
has  sent.  Eespectable  Dubourgay  stands  silent,  with 
lengthening  face:  "Your  Majesty,  how  unfortunate  that 
I  of  all  men  now  hear  it!  I  must  instantly  despatch  a 
courier  with  the  news  to  Lbndon!"  And  the  respect- 
able man,  stoically  deaf  to  her  Majesty's  entreaties,  to 
all  considerations  but  that  of  his  evident  duty,  sends 
the  courier;  —  nips  thereby  that  fine  Hanover  specu- 
lation in  the  bud,  sees  Prince  Fred  at  once  summoned 
over  to  England,  and  produces  several  effects.  Nearly 
the  whole  of  which,  on  examining  the  Documents,* 
proves  to  be  myth. 

*  Daboargay*s  Despatches,  in  the  State-Paper  Oface. 
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PoUnitz  himself  adds  two  circumstances,  in  regard 
to  it,  which  are  pretty  impossible:  as,  first,  that  Fried- 
rich  Wilhelm  had  joyfully  consented  to  this  clandestine 
marriage,  and  was  eagerly  waiting  for  it;  second,  that 
George  11.,  too,  had  privately  favoured  or  even  in- 
stigated the  adventure,  being  at  heart  willing  to  escape 
the  trouble  of  Messages  to  Parliament,  to  put  his  Son 
in  the  wrong,  and  I  know  not  what*     The  particles 
of  fact  in  the  affair  are  likewise  two:  First,  that  Queen 
Sophie,   and  from  her  the  Courtier  Public  generally, 
expected  the  Hanover  Eoyal  Highness,  who  probably 
had  real  thoughts  of  seeing  Berlin  and  his  Intended,  on 
this  occasion-,   Dubourgay  reports  daily  rumours  of  the 
Royal  Highness   being    actually    "seen"    there  in  an 
evanescent  manner;   and  Wilhelmina  says,  her  Mother 
was  so  certain  of  him,  "she  took  every  ass  or  mule  for 
the  Eoyal  Highness,"  —  heartily  indifferent  to  Wilhel- 
mina.    This  is  the  first  particle  of  fact.     The  Second 
is,  that  a  subaltern  Official  about  the  Royal  Highness, 
one  Lamolhe  of  Hanover,  who  had  appeared  in  Berlin 
about  that  time,  was  thrown  into  prison  not  long  after, 
for  what  misbehaviour  none  knew,  —  for  encouraging 
dissolute  Royal  Highness  in  wild  schemes,  it  was  guessed. 
And  so  the  Myth  grew,  and  was  found  ready  for  PoUnitz 
and  his  followers.     Royal  Highness  did  come  over  to 
England;  not  then  as  the  Myth  bears,  but  nine  months 
afterwards  in  December  next;  and  found  other  means 
of  irritating  his  imperative,  flighty,  irascible  and  rather 
foolish    little    Father,    in    an   ever -increasing    degree. 

•  PSlInitz,  ii.  272-374. 
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"Very  coldly  received  at  Court,"  it  is  said:  ill-seen  by 
Walpole  and  the  Powers;  being  too  likely  to  become  a 
focus  of  Opposition  there. 

The  Visit,  meanwhile,  though  there  came  no  Duke 
of  Edinburgh  to  see  it,  was  sublime  in  the  extreme; 
Polish  Majesty  being  magnificence  itself;  and  the  frngal 
Friedrich  "Wilhehn  lighting -up  his  dim  Court  into  in- 
surpassable  brilliancy,  regardless  of  expense;  so  ihat 
even  the  Smoking  Parliament  (where  August  attended 
now  and  then)  became  luminous.  The  Crown -Prince, 
who  in  late  months  had  languished  in  a  state  of  miser- 
able health,  in  a  manner  ominous  to  his  physicians, 
confined  mostly  to  his  room  or  his  i>ed,  was  now  Hap- 
pily on  foot  again;  —  and  Wilhelmina  notes  one  cir- 
cumstance which  much  contributed  to  his  recoveiy: 
That  the  fair  Orzelska  had  attended  her  natural  (or  un- 
natural) Parent,  on  this  occasion;  and  seemed  to  be,  as 
Wilhelmina  thinks,  uncommonly  kind  to  the  Crown- 
Prince.  The  Heir- Apparent  of  Saxony,  a^  taciturn,  in- 
ofEensive,  rather  opaque-looking  gentleman,  now  turned 
of  thirty,  and  gone  over  to  Papistry  long  since,  with 
views  to  be  King  of  Poland  by  and  by,  which  proved 
effectual  as  we  shall  find,  was  also  here:  Count  Br&hl, 
too,  still  in  a  very  subaltern  capacity,  and  others  whom 
we  and  the  Crown -Prince  shall  have  to  know.  The 
Heir- Apparent's  Wife  (actual  Kaiser's  Niece,  late  Kaiser 
Joseph's  Daughter,  a  severe  Austrian  lady,  haughtier 
than  lovely)  has  staid  at  home  in  Dresden. 

But  here,  at  first  hand,  is  a  slight  view  of  that  unique 
Polish  Majesty,    the  Saxon  Man    of  Sin;    which  the 
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reader  may  be  pleased  to  accept  out  of  idle  curiosity, 
if  for  no  better  reason.  We  abridge  fromWilhelmina;* 
whom  Fassmann,  kindled  to  triple  accuracy  by  this 
grand  business,  is  at  hand  to  correct  where  needful :** 
"  The  King  of  Poland  arrived  upon  us  at  Berlin  on  the 
29th  of  May,"  says  Wilhehnina;  had  been  at  Potsdam, 
under  Friedrich  Wilhelm's  care,  for  three  days  past: 
Saturday  afternoon,  29th  May  1728;  that  is  with  exac- 
titude the  ever-memorable  date. 

He  paid  his  respects  in  her  Majesty's  apartment,  for 
an  instant,  that  evening;  but  made  his  formal  visit  next 
day.  Very  grand  indeed.  Carried  by  two  shining  par- 
ticoloured creatures,  heyducs  so-called,  through  double 
rows  of  mere  peerages  and  sublimities,  in  a  sublime  sedan 
(being  lame  of  a  foot,  foot  lately  amputated  of  two  toes, 
sore  still  open):  "in  a  sedan  covered  with  red  velvet 
galooned  with  gold,"  says  the  devout  Fassmann,  trem- 
blingly exact,  "up  the  grand  staircase  along  the  grand 
Gallery;"  in  which  supreme  region  (Apartments  of  the 
late  King  Friedrich  of  gorgeous  memory)  her  Majesty 
now  is  for  the  occasion.     "The  Queen  received  him  at 

•  i.  124. 

«•  Des  glorw&rdigsten  F^rsten  und  Herrn ,  Herrn  Friedrich  Augusti  dee 
Grossefi  Leben  und  Uelden-Thaten  (Of  that  most  glorious  Prince  and  Lord, 
Lord  Friedrioti  August  the  Great,  King  of  Poland,  dec,  the  Life  and  Heroic 
Deeds),  byD.  F.  (David  Fassmann) ,  Frankfort  and  Leipzig,  1784;  12mo. 
pp.  1040.  A  work  written  with  upturned  eyes  of  prostrate  admiration  for 
"Dero  Majestdt  CTheiro*  M^esty)  August  the  Great;**  exact  too,  but 
dealing  merely  with  the  clothes  of  the  matter,  and  sach  a  matter:  work 
unreadable,  except  on  compulsion,  to  the  stupidest  mortal.  The  same 
Fassmann,  who  was  at  the  Fair  of  St.  Qermaln,  who  lodged  sometimes 
with  the  Potsdam  Giant,  and  Whose  wayf  are  all  fallen  dark  to  ns. 

Carlyle,  Frederic  the  Great,  III.  8 
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the  door  of  her  third  Antichamber,**  sajB  l^Vilheliiuna*, 
third  or  ontmost  Antichamber,  end  of  that  grand  Gallery 
and  its  peerages  and  shining  creatures:  '^he  gave  the 
Queen  his  hand,  and  led  her  in/^  We  Princesses  were 
there ,  at  least  the  grown  ones  of  ns  were.  All  standings 
except  the  Queen  only.  "lie  refused  to  sit,  and  again 
refused'/'  stoically  talked  graciosities,  disregarding  the 
pain  of  his  foot;  and  did  not,  till  refusal  threatened  to 
become  uncivil,  comply  with  her  Majesty's  entreaties. 
"How  unpolite!"  smiled  he  to  us  young  ones.  "He 
"had  a  majestic  port  and  physiognomy;  an  affable  po- 
"lite  air  accompanied  all  his  moyements,  all  his  actions." 
Kind  of  stereotyped  smile  on  his  face;  nothing  of  the 
inner  gloom  visible  on  our  Charles  II.  and  similar  men 
of  sin.  He  looked  often  at  Wilhelmina,  and  was  com- 
plimentary to  a  degree,  —  for  reasons  undivinable  to 
Wilhelmina.  For  the  rest,  "much  broken  for  his  age;" 
the  terrible  debaucheries  (Jes  debauches  terribles)  having 
had  their  effect  on  him.  He  has  fallen  Widower  last 
year.  His  poor  Wife  was  a  Brandenburg-Baireuth 
Princess;  a  devout  kind  of  woman;  austerely  witnessing 
the  irremediable  in  her  lot.  He  has  got  far  on  with  his 
Three  hundred  and  fifty-four;  is  now  going  fifty-five; — 
lamb  of  a  foot,  as  we  see,  which  the  great  Petit  of 
Paris  cannot  cure,  neither  he  nor  any  Surgeon,  but  can 
only  alleviate  by  cutting-off  two  toes.  Pink  of  politeness, 
no  doubt  of  it;  but  otherwise  the  strangest  dilapidated 
hulk  of  a  two-legged  animal  without  feathers;  probably, 
in  fact,  the  chief  Natural  Solecism  under  the  Sun  at 
that  epoch;  —  extremely  complimentary  to  us  Piin- 
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cesses,  to  me  especiaQy.  "He  quitted  her  Majesty's 
"Apartment  after  an  hour's  conversation:  she  rose  to 
"reconduct  him,  but  he  would  by  no  manner  of  means 
"permit  that," —  and  so  vanished,  carried  off  doubtless 
by  the  shining  creatures  again.  "The  Electoral  Prince," 
Heir- Apparent,  next  made  his  visit;  but  he  was  a  dry 
subject  in  comparison,  of  whom  no  Princess  can  say 
much.  Prince  Friedrich  will  know  him  better  by 
and  by. 

Young  Maurice,  "Count  of  Saxony,"  famed  after- 
wards as  Marechal  de  Saa;e,  he  also  is  here  with  his 
Half-Sister  Orzelska  and  the  others,  in  the  train  of  the 
paternal  Man  of  Sin ;  and .  makes  acquaintance  with 
Friedrich.  He  is  son  of  the  female  Konigsmark  called 
Aurora  ("who  alone  of  mortals  could  make  Charles 
Twelfth  fly  his  ground");  nephew,  therefore,  of  the 
male  Konigsmark  who  was  cut  down  long  ago  at  Hano- 
ver, and  buried  in  the  fireplace.  He  resembles  his 
Father  in  strength,  vivacity,  above  all  things  in  debau- 
chery, and  disregard  of  finance.  They  married  him  at 
the  due  years  to  some  poor  rich  woman;  but  with  her 
he  has  abeady  ended;  with  her  and  with  many  others. 
Courland,  Adrienne  Lecouvreur,  Anne  Iwanowna  with 
the  big  cheek:  — :  the  reader  has  perhaps  searched  out 
these  things  for  himself  from  the  dull  History -Books; 
—  or  perhaps  it  is  better  for  him  if  he  never  sought 
them?  Dukedom  of  Courland,  connected  with  Polish 
sovereignty,  and  now  about  to  fall  vacant,  was  one  of 
Count  Maurice's  grand  sallies  in  the  world.  Adrienne 
Lecouvreur,  foolish  French  Actress,  lent  him  all  the 

8* 
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30,000  /.  she  had  gathered  by  holding  the  mirror  up  to 
Nature  and  otherwise,  to  prosecute  this  Conrland  busi- 
ness; which  proved  impossible  for  him.  He  was  ad- 
venturous enough,  audacious  enough;  fought  well;  but 
the  problem  was,  To  fall  in  love  with  the  Dowager 
Anne  Iwanowna,  Cousin  of  Czar  Peter  IT.;  big  brazen 
Eussian  woman  (such  a  cheek  the  Pictures  give  her,  in 
size  and  somewhat  in  expression  like  a  Westphalia 
ham!),  who  was  Widow  of  the  last  active  Duke:  — 
and  tliis,  with  all  his  adventurous  audacity,  Count 
Maurice  could  not  do.  The  big  Widow  discovered  that 
he  did  not  like  Westphalia  hams  in  that  particular  form; 
that  he  only  pretended  to  like  them:  upon  which,  in 
just  indignation,  she  disowned  and  dismissed  him;  and 
falling  herself  to  be  Czarina  not  long  afterwards,  and 
taking  Biren  the  Courlander  for  her  beloved,  she  made 
Biren  Duke,  andCourland  became  impossible  for  Count 
Maurice. 

However,  he  too  is  a  dashing  young  fellow;  "cip- 
"cular  black  eyebrows,  eyes  glittering  bright,  partly 
"with  animal  vivacity,  partly  with  spiritual;"  stands 
six  feet  in  his  stockings,  breaks  horse -shoes  with  his 
hands;  full  of  irregular  ingenuity  and  audacity;  has 
been  soldiering  about,  ever  since  birth  almost;  and  un- 
derstands many  a  thing,  though  the  worst  speller  ever 
known.  With  him  too  young  Fritz  is  much  charmed: 
the  flower,  he,  of  the  illegitimate  Three  hundred  and 
fifty -four,  and  probably  the  chief  achievement  of  the 
Saxon  Man  of  Sin  in  ^is  world,  where  he  took  such 
trouble.    Friedrich  and  he  maintained  some  occasionAl 
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correspondence  afterwards;  but,  to  judge  by  Friedricb's 
part  of  it  (mere  polite  congratulations  on  Fontenoy,  and 
the  like),  it  must  have  been  of  the  last  vacuity;  and  to 
us  it  is  now  absolute  zero,  however  clearly  spelt  and 
printed.  * 

The  Physically  Strong,  in  some  three  weeks,  after 
kindling  such  an  effulgence  about  Berlin  as  was  never 
seen  before  or  since  in  Friedrich  Wilhelm's  reign,  went 
his  way  again,  —  "towards  Poland  for  the  Diet,"  or 
none  of  us  cares  whither  or  for  what.  Here  at  Berlin 
he  has  been  sublime  enough.  Some  of  the  phenomena 
surpassed  anything  Wilhelmina  ever  saw:  such  floods 
and  rows  of  resplendent  people  crowding-in  to  dinner; 
and  she  could  not  but  contrast  the  splendour  of  the 
Polish  retinues  and  their  plumages  and  draperies,  with 
the  strait -buttoned  Prussian  dignitaries,  all  in  mere 
soldier  uniform,  succinct  "blue  coat,  white  linen  gaiters," 
and  no  superfluity  even  in  the  epaulettes  and  red  facings. 
At  table,  she  says,  they  drank  much,  talked  little,  and 
bored  one  another  a  great  deal  (s'ennuyoient  heaucoup). 

Of  Princess  Wilhelmina* a  Four  Kings  and  other 

ineffectual  Suitors. 

Dilapidated  Polish  Majesty,  we  observed,  was  ex- 
tremely attentive  to  Wilhelmina;  nor  could  she  ascer- 

•  Given  altogether  in  (Euvres  de  FridMc  le  Grand,  xvil.  300-309. 
Bee  farther,  whoever  has  cariosity,  Preuss,  Friedrichs  Lebensgeschichte, 
iii.  167-169;  Espagnac,  Vie  du  Comte  dn  Saxe  (a  good  little  military  Boots 
done  into  German ,  Leipzig,  1774,  3  vols.);  Cramw^  DenkwUrdigkei tender 
Grdfin  Aurora  von  Kdnigsmark  (Leipzig,  1886);  Ac.  &c. 
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tain,  for  long  after,  what  the  particular  reason  was. 
Long  after,  Wilhelmina  ascertained  that  there  had  been 
the  wonderfullest  scheme  concocting,  or  as  good  as  con- 
cocted, in  these  swearings  of  eternal  friendship:  no 
other  than  that  of  marrying  her,  Wilhelmina,  now  a  slim 
maiden  coming  nineteen,  to  this  dilapidated  Saxon  Man 
of  Sin  going  (or  limping)  fiftj-five,  and  broken  by  de- 
bauches terrihles  (rivers  of  champagne  and  tokay,  for 
one  item),  who  had  fallen  a  Widower  last  year!  They 
had  schemed  it  all  out,  Wilhelmina  understands: 
Friedrich  Wilhelm  to  advance  such  and  such  moneys 
as  dowry,  and  others  furthermore  as  loan,  for  the  oc- 
casions of  his  Polish  Majesty,  which  are  manifold;  Wil- 
helmina to  have  The  Lausitz  {Lusatia)  for  jointure, 
Lausitz  to  be  Friedrich  Wilhelm's  pledge  withal;  and 
other  intricate  conditions:*  what  would  Wilhelmina 
have  thought?  One  shudders  to  contemplate;  —  hopes 
it  might  mostly  be  loose  brain-web  and  courtier  specu- 
lation, never  settled  towards  fact. 

It  is  certain,  the  dilapidated  Polish  Majesty  having 
become  a  Widower,  questions  would  rise.  Will  not  he 
marry  again?  And  with  whom?  Certain  also,  he  wants 
Friedrich  Wilhelm's  alliance;  having  great  schemes  on 
the  anvil,  which  are  like  to  be  delicate  and  perilous, — 
schemes  of  "partitioning  Poland ,^^  no  less;  that  is  to 
say,  cutting-off  the  outskirts  of  Poland,  flinging  them 
to  neighbouring  Sovereigns  as  propitiation,  or  price  of 
goodwill,  and  rendering  the  rest  hereditary  in  his  fa- 
mily.    Pragmatic  Sanction  once  acceded  to,  would  pro- 

•  WUhelmina,  i.  114. 
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bably  propitiate  the  Kaiser?  For  which,  and  other 
reasons,  Polish  Majesty  still  keeps  that  card  in  his 
Land.  Friedrich  Wilhelm's  alliance,  with  such  an  army 
and  such  a  treasury,  the  uses  of  that  are  evident  to  the 
Polish  Majesty.  —  By  the  blessing  of  Heaven,  how- 
ever, bis  marriage  with  Wilhelmina  never  came  to  any- 
thing: his  Electoral  Prince,  Heir-Apparent,  objected  to 
the  jointures  and  alienations,  softly,  steadily;  and 
the  project  had  to  drop  before  Wilhelmina  eve^knew 
of  it. 

And  this  man  is  probably  one  of  the  "Four  Kings" 
she  was  to  be  asked  by?  A  Swedish  Officer,  with 
some  skill  in  palmistry,  many  years  ago,  looked  into 
her  innocent  little  hand,  and  prophesied,  "She  was  to 
be  in  terms  of  courtship,  engagement  or  as  good  as 
engagement,  with  Four  Kings,  and  to  wed  none  of 
them."  Wilhelmina  counts  them  in  her  mature  days. 
The  first  will  surprise  every-body,  —  Charles  XII.  of 
Sweden;  —  who  never  can  have  been  much  of  a  suitor, 
the  rather  as  the  young  Lady  was  then  only  six  gone; 
but  who  might,  like  enough,  be  talked  of,  by  transient 
third-parties,  in  those  old  Stralsund  times.  The  second^ 
' —  cannot  v^e  guess  who  the  second  is?  The  third  is 
this  August  the  dilapidated  Strong.  As  to  the  secondy 
Wilhelmina  sees  abeady,  in  credulous  moments,  that  it 
may  be  Hanover  Fred,  whom  she  will  never  many 
either;  —  and  does  not  see  (nor  did,  at  the  time  of 
writing  her  Memoir es^  "in  1744"  say  the  Books)  that 
Fred  never  would  come  to  Kingship,  and  that  the 
Palmistry  was  incomplete  in  that  point     The  fourth^ 
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again,  is  clearly  young  Czar  Peter  IL;  of  whom  there 
was  transient  talk  or  project,  some  short  time  after  this 
of  the  dilapidated  third.  But  that  too  came  to  nothing; 
the  poor  young  lad  died  while  only  fifteen;  nay  he  had 
already  "fallen  in  love  with  his  Aunt  Elizabeth"  (m- 
fdme  Catin  du  Nord  in  time  coming),  and  giyen-up  the 
Prussian  prospect  *  — 

All  which  would  be  nothing,  or  almost  less,  to 
Wilhejmina,  walking  fancy-free  there,  —  were  it  not 
for  Papa  and  Mamma,  and  the  importunate  insidious 
bystanders.  Who  do  make  a  thing  of  it,  first  and  last! 
Never  in  any  romance  or  stage-play  was  young  Ladj, 
without  blame,  without  furtherance  and  without  hind- 
rance of  her  own,  so  tormented  about  a  settlement  in 
life;  —  passive  she,  all  the  while,  mere  clay  in  the 
hands  of  the  potter;  and  begging  the  Universe  to  have 
the  extreme  goodnes^  only  to  leave  her  alone!  — 

Thus  too,  among  the  train  of  King  August  in  this 
Berlin  visit,  a  certain  Soldier  Official  of  his,  Duke  of 
Sachsen-Weissenfels,  Johann  Adolf  by  name,  a  poor 
Cadet  Cousin  of  the  Saxon  House,  —  another  elderly 
Royal  Highness  of  small  possibility,  —  was  particu- 
larly attentive  to  Wilhelmina;  now  and  on  subsequent 

*  He  was  the  Great  Peter*8  Grandson  (Son  having  gone  a  tra^^oal 
road);  Czar,  May  1727  —  January  1730:  Anne  Iwanowna  (Great  Peter^i 
Niece,  elder  Brother's  Daughter),  oar  Coarland  friend  with  the  big  cheek, 
succeeded;  till  her  death,  October  1740:  then,  after  some  slight  shock  of 
revolution,  the  Elizabeth  Just  mentioned,  who  was  Daughter  of  the  Great 
Peter  by  his  little  brown  Czarina  Catherine  whom  we  once  met.  See 
Mannstein,  Memoirs  of  Russia  {London  ^  1770),  pp.  1-23,  for  some  accoaiU 
of  Peter  II.;  and  the  rest  of  the  Volume  for  a  really  intelligent  History  of 
this  Anne ,  at  least  of  her  Wars ,  where  Mannstein  himself  usually  had  paib 
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occasions.    Titular  Duke  of  Weissenfels,  Brother  of  the 
real  Duke,  and  not  even  sure  of  the  succession  as  yet; 
but  living  on  King  August's  pay;  not  without  capacity 
of  drink  and  the  like,  some  allege:  —  otherwise  a 
mere  betitled,  betasselled  elderly  military  gentleman, 
of  no  special  qualities,  evil  or  good;  —  who  will  often 
turn-up  again  in  this  History;  but  fails  always  to  make 
any  impression  on  us  except  that  of  a  Serene  Highness 
in  the  abstract;  unexceptionable  Human  Mask,  of  polite 
turn,  behung  with  titles,  and  no  doubt  a  stomach  in  the 
inside  of  it:  he  now,  and  afterwards,  by  all  opportuni- 
ties, diligently  continued  his  attentions  in  the  Wilhel- 
mina  quarter.     For  a  good  while  it  was  never  guessed 
what  he  could  be  driving  at;  till  at  last  Queen  Sophie, 
becoming  aware  of  it,  took  him  to  task;  with  cold  se- 
verity,  reminded  him  that  some  things  are  on  one's 
level,  and  some  things  not    To  which  humbly  bowing, 
in  unfeigned  penitence,  he  retired  from  the  audacity, 
back  foremost:  Would  never  even  in  dreams  have  pre- 
sumed, had  not  his  Prussian  Majesty  authorised;  would 
now,  since  her  Prussian  Majesty  had  that  feeling,  with- 
draw silently,  and  live  forgotten,  as  an  obscure  Royal 
Highness  in  the  abstract  (though  fallen  Widower  lately) 
ought  to  do.    And  so  at  least  there  was  an  end  of  that 
matter,  one  might  hope,  —  though  in  effect  it  still  abor- 
tively started  up  now  and  then,  on  Papa's  part,  in  his 
frantic  humours,  for  years  to  come. 

Then  there  is  the  Margraf  of  Schwedt,  Friedrich 
Wilhekn  by  name,  chief  Prince  of  the  Blood,  his  Ma- 
jesty's   Cousin,    and  the  Old  Dessauer's  Nephew;  none 
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of  the  likeliest  of  men,  intrinsically  taken:  he  and  Ids 
Dowager  Mother,  —  the  Dessaner^s  Sister,  a  highgoing, 
tacitlj  obstinate  old  Dowager  (who  dresses,  if  I  recol- 
lect, in  flagrant  colours),  —  are  very  troublesome  to 
Wilhelmina.  The  flagrant  Dame,  —  she  might  have 
been  "Queen-Mother"  once  forsooth,  had  Papa  and  my 
Brother  but  been  made  away  with!  —  watches  her 
time,  and  is  diligent  by  all  opportunities. 
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CHAPTER  IV. 

DOUBLE-MARRIAGE  PROJECT  IS  NOT  DEAD. 

And  the  Double-Marriage,  in  such  circumstances, 
are  we  to  consider  it  as  dead,  then?  In  the  soul  of 
Queen  Sophie  and  those  she  can  influence,  it  lives  flame- 
bright;  but  with  all  others  it  has  fallen  into  a  very  dim 
state.  Friedrich  Wilhelm  is  still  privately  willing,  per- 
haps in  a  degree  wishful;  but  the  delays,  the  superci- 
lious neglects  have  much  disgusted  him;  and  he,  in  the 
mean  while,  entertains  those  new  speculations.  George  II., 
never  a  lover  of  the  Prussian  Majesty's  nor  loved  by 
him,  has  been  very  high  and  distant  ever  since  his 
Accession;  offensive  rather  than  otherwise.  He  also  is 
understood  to  be  vaguely  willing  for  the  thing;  willing 
enough,  would  it  be  so  kind  as  aecomplish  itself  with- 
out trouble  to  him.  But  the  settlements,  the  applica- 
tions to  Parliament:  —  and  all  for  this  perverse  Fred, 
who  has  become  unlovely,  and  irritates  our  royal  mind? 
George  pushes  the  matter  into  its  pigeon-holes  again, 
when  brought  before  him.  Higher  thoughts  occupy  the 
soul  of  little  George.  Congress  of  Soissons,  Convention 
of  the  Pardo,*  Treaty  of  Seville;  a  part  to  be  acted  on 

•  Or,  in  effect,  "Treaty  of  Madrid,"  6th  Marcli  1728.  Ttiia  was  tlie 
preface  to  Soissons;  Termagant  at  length  consenting  there,  "at  her  Palace 
of  the  Pardo"  (Kaiser  and  all  the  world  urging  her  for  ten  months  past),  to 
accept  the  Peace ,  and  leave  off  besieging  Qibraitar  to  no  purpose  (Coxe, 
i.  303). 
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the  world-theatre,  with  applauses,  with  envies ,  almost 
from  the  very  demigods?  Great  Kaisers,  over-shadow- 
ing Nature  with  their  Pragmatic  Sanctions,  their  preter 
natural  Diplomacies,  and  making  the  Terrestrial  Bal- 
ance reel  hither  and  thither;  —  Kaisers  to  be  clenched 
perhaps  by  one^s  dexterity  of  grasp,  and  the  Balance 
steadied  again?    Prussian  Double-Mamage!  — 

One  royal  soul  there  is  who  never  will  consent  to 
have  the  Double-Marriage  die:  Queen  Sophie.  She 
had  passed  her  own  private  act-of-parliament  for  it;  she 
was  a  very  obstinate  wife,  to  a  husband  equally  ob- 
stinate. "y«?  houleverserai  V Empire"  writes  she  once;  "I 
will  overturn  the  German  Empire,"  if  they  drive  me  to 
it,  in  this  matter.*  What  secret  manoeuvring  and 
endeavouring  went  on  unweariedly  on  royal  Sophie^s 
part,  we  need  not  say;  nor  in  what  bad  element,  of 
darkness  and  mendacity,  of  eaves-dropping,  rumouring, 
backstairs  intriguing,  the  affair  now  moved.  She  co^ 
responds  on  it  with  Queen  Caroline  of  England;  she 
keeps  her  two  children  true  to  it,  especially  her  Son, 
the  more  important  of  them. 

Crown-Prince  Friedrich  writes  certain  Letters. 

Queen  Sophie  did  not  overturn  the  Empire,  but  she 
did  almost  overturn  her  own  and  her  family^s  existence, 


•  Letter  oopied  by  Dnbourgay  (in  Despatch,  marked  Private,  to  Lord 
Townshend,  8d-]4th  May  1729);  do  clear  address  given,  —  probably  to 
Dobourgay  himself,  conveyed  by  *'a  Lady  **  (one  of  the  Qaeen*8  Ladies),  ai 
lie  dimly  intimates. 
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by  these  courses;  which  were  not  wise  in  her  case.  It 
is  certain  she  persuaded  Crown-Prince  Friedrich,  who 
was  always  his  Mother's  boy,  and  who  perhaps  needed 
little  bidding  in  this  instance,  "to  write  to  Queen  Ca- 
roline of  England:"  Letters  one  or  several;  thrice- 
dangerous  Letters;  setting  forth  (in  substance),  His 
deathless  affection  to  that  Beauty  of  the  world,  her  Ma- 
jesty's divine  Daughter  the  Princess  Amelia  (a  very 
paragon  of  young  women,  to  judge  by  her  picture  and 
one's  own  imagination);  and  likewise  the  firm  resolu- 
tion he,  Friedrich  Crown-Prince,  had  foimed,  and  the 
vow  he  hereby  makes,  Either  to  wed  that  celestial 
creature  when  permitted,  or  else  never  any  of  the 
Daughters  of  Eve  in  this  world.  Congresses  of  Sois- 
sons.  Smoking  Parliaments,  Preliminaries  of  the  Pardo 
and  Treaties  of  Seville  may  go  how  they  can.  If  well, 
it  shall  be  well;  if  not  well,  here  is  my  vow,  solemn 
promise  and  unchangeable  determination,  which  your 
gracious  Majesty  is  humbly  entreated  to  lay-up  in  the 
tablets  of  your  royal  heart,  and  to  remember  on  my 
behalf,  sbould  bad  days  arise!  — 

It  is  clear  such  Letters  were  sent;  at  what  date 
first  beginning,  we  do  not  know;  possibly  before  this 
date?  Nor  would  matters  rise  to  the  vowing  pitch  all 
at  once.  One  Letter,  supremely  dangerous  should  it 
come  to  be  known,  Wilhelmina  has  copied  for  us,*  — 
in  Official  style  (for  it  is  the  Mother's  composition  this 
one)  and  without  date  to  it:  —  the  guessable  date  is 

•  Wilhelmina,  i.  188. 
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about  two  years  hence ;  and  we  will  give  the  poor  Do* 
cumeut  further  on,  if  there  be  place  for  it. 

Such  particulars  are  yet  deeply  unknown  to  Fried- 
rich  Wilhehn;  but  he  surmises  the  general  diifk  of 
things  in  that  quarter;  and  how  a  disobedient  Son, 
crossing  his  Father's  will  in  every  point,  abets  liis 
Mother's  disobedience,  itself  audacious  enough,  in  re- 
gard to  this  one.  It  is  a  fearful  aggravation  of  Fried- 
rich  Wilhelm's  ill-humour  with  such  a  Son,  which  has 
long  been  upon  the  growing  hand.  His  dislikes,  we 
know,  were  otherwise  neither  few  nor  smalL  Mere 
"disZ/lv^"  properly  so  called,  or  dissimilarities  to  Fried- 
rich  Wilhelm,  a  good  many  of  them;  dissimilarities 
also  to  a  Higher  Pattern,  some!  But  these  troubles  d 
the  Double-Marriage  will  now  hurry  them,  the  just  and 
the  unjust  of  them,  towards  the  flaming  pitch.  The 
poor  youth  has  a  bad  time;  and  the  poor  Father  too, 
whose  humour  we  know !  Surly  gusts  of  indignation,  not 
unfrequently  cuffs  and  strokes;  or  still  worse,  a  settled 
aversion,  and  rage  of  the  chronic  kind^  studied  neglect 
and  contempt,  —  so  as  not  even  to  help  him  at  table, 
but  leave  him  fasting  while  the  others  eat:*  —  all  this 
the  young  man  has  to  bear.  The  innumerable  maltreat- 
ments, authentically  chronicled  in  Wilhelmina's  and  the 
other  Books,  though  in  a  dateless,  unintelligible  manner, 
would  make  a  tragic  sum!  —  Here  are  two  Billets, 
copied  from  the  Prussian  State-archives,  which  will 
show  us  to  what  height  matters  had  gone,  in  this  the 
young  man's  seventeenth  year. 

*  Duboargay,  smpiiu. 
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To  His  Majesty  (from  the  Crown-Prince). 

^^Wasterhaascn,  11th  September  172S. 

"My  dear  Papa ,  —  I  have  not,  for  a  long  while,  presumed 
"to  come  to  my  dear  Papa;  partly  because  he  forbade  me; 
"but  chiefly  because  I  had  reason  to  expect  a  still  worse  re- 
* '  ception  than  usual :  and ,  for  fear  of  angering  my  dear  Papa 
*'  by  my  present  request,  I  have  preferred  making  it  in  writing 
"to  him. 

"I  therefore  beg  my  dear  Papa  to  be  gracious  to  me;  and 
"can  here  say  that,  after  long  reflection,  my  conscience  has 
"not  accused  me  of  any  the  least  thing  with  which  I  could  re- 
"  proach  myself.  But  if  Ihave,  against  my  will  andknowledge, 
"  done  anything  that  has  angered  my  dear  Papa,  I  herewith 
"  most  submissively  beg  forgiveness ;  and  hope  my  dear  Papa 
"will  lay  aside  that  cruel  hatred  which  I  cannot  but  notice  in 
"all  his  treatment  of  me.  I  could  not  otherwise  suit  myself 
"to  it;  as  I  always  thought  I  had  a  gracious  Papa,  and  now 
"  have  to  see  the  contrary.  I  take  confidence,  then,  and  hope 
"  that  my  dear  Papa  will  consider  all  this ,  and  again  be  gra- 
"  clous  to  me.  And,  in  the  mean  while,  I  assure  him  that  I 
"will  never,  all  my  days,  fail  with  my  will;  and,  notwith- 
"  standing  his  disfavour  to  me ,  remain 

"My  dear  Papa's 
"Most  faithful  and  obedient  Servant  and  Son, 

"Feiedrich." 

To  which  Friedrich  Wilhelm,  by  return  of  mes- 
senger, writes  what  follows.  Veiy  implacable,  we  may 
perceive;  —  not  calling  his  Petitioner  "Thou,"  as  kind 
Paternity  might  have  dictated;  infinitely  less  by  the 
polite  title  "They  (Sie),''''  which  latter  indeed,  the  dis- 
tinguished title  of  "/Si^,"  his  Prussian  Majesty,  we  can 
remark,  reserves  for  Foreigners  of  the  supremest  qua- 
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lily,  and  domestic  Princes  of  the  Blood;  naming  all 
other  Prussian  subjects,  and  poor  Fritz  in  this  place, 
"He  (-Er),"  in  the  style  of  a  gentleman  to  his  valet,— 
which  style  even  a  valet  of  these  new  days  of  onis 
would  be  unwilling  to  put  up  with.  "J^r,  He,"  "His" 
and  the  other  derivatives  sound  loftily  repulsive  in  the 
German  ear;  and  lay-open  impassable  gulfs  between 
tlie  Speaker  and  the  Spoken-to.  "His  obstinate^'  — 
But  we  must,  after  all,  say  Thy  and  Thou^  for  intellig^* 
bility's  sake: 

"  Thy  obstinate  perverse  disposition"  (ifb/}/',  head),  "which 
"does  not  love  thy  Father,  —  for  when  one  does  everything" 
(everything  commanded)  "  and  really  loves  one*s  Father,  one 
"  does  what  the  Father  requires,  not  while  he  is  there  to  see  it, 
"but  when  his  back  is  turned  too"  —  (His  Majesty's  style  is 
very  abstruse,  ill-spelt,  intricate,  and  in  this  instance  trips 
itself,  and  falls  on  its  face  here ,  a  mere  intricate  nominative 
without  a  verb !)  —  "For  the  rest,  thou  know'st  very  weU  that 
"I  can  endure  no  effeminate  fellow  {efeminirten  Kerl),  who  has 
"no  human  inclination  in  him;  who  puts  himself  to  shame, 
"cannot  ride  nor  shoot;  and  withal  is  dirty  in  his  person; 
"  frizzles  his  hair  like  a  fool ,  and  does  not  cut  it  off.  And  all 
"this  I  have,  a  thousand  times,  reprimanded;  but  all  in  vain, 
"and  no  improvement  in  nothing  (keine  Besserung  inmtstsi)» 
"For  the  rest,  haughty,  proud  as  a  churl;  speaks  to  nobody 
"but  some  few,  and  is  not  popular  and  affable;  and  cuts 
"  grimaces  with  his  face,  as  if  he  were  a  fool ;  and  does  my  will 
"in  nothing  unless  held  to  it  by  force ;  nothing  out  of  love ;  — 
"  and  has  pleasure  in  nothing  but  following  his  own  whims* 
(own  Kopf) ,  —  "no  use  to  him  in  anything  else.  This  is  the 
"  answer.  *  *  Friedeich  Wilhblm."  * 

*  Preass,  i.  27;  from  Cramer «  pp.  33,  84. 
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Double-Marriage  Project  reemerges  in  an  Official  shape. 

These  are  not  favourable  outlooks  for  the  Double- 
Marriage.  Nevertheless  it  comes  and  goes;  and  within 
three  weeks  later,  we  are  touched  almost  with  a  kind 
of  pity  to  see  it  definitely  emerging  in  a  kind  of  Offi- 
cial state  once  more.  For  the  question  is  symbolical 
of  important  political  questions.  The  question  means 
withal,  What  is  to  be  done  in  these  dreadful  Congress- 
of-Soissons  complexities,  and  mad  reelings  of  the  Ter- 
restrial Balance?  Shall  we  hold  by  a  dubious  and 
rather  losing  Kaiser  of  this  kind,  in  spite  of  his  dubie- 
ties, his  highly  inexplicit  procedures  (for  which  he  may 
have  reasons)  about  the  Promise  of  Jiilich  and  Berg? 
Or  shall  we  not  clutch  at  England,  after  all,  —  and 
perhaps  bring  him  to  terms?  The  Smoking  Parlia- 
ment had  no  Hansard;  but  we  guess  its  Debates 
(mostly  done  in  dumb-show)  were  cloudy,  abstruse 
and  abundant,  at  this  time!  The  Prussian  Ministers, 
if  they  had  any  power,  take  different  sides;  old  II- 
gen,  the  oldest  and  ablest  of  them,  is  strong  for 
England. 

Enough,  in  the  beginning  of  October,  Queen  Sophie, 
"by  express  desire  of  his  Majesty,"  who  will  have  ex- 
plicit Yes  or  No  on  that  matter,  writes  to  England,  a 
Letter  ^^ private  and  official,''^  of  such  purport,  —  Letter 
(now  invisible)  which  Dubourgay  is  proud  to  trans- 
mit.* Dubourgay  is  proud;  and  old  Hgen,  her  Majesty 

«  Despatch,  6th  October  1728,  In  State-Paper  Office. 
CarlylCj  Frederic  the  Great,  III,  ^ 
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informed  me  on  tlie  morrow,  "wept  for  joy,"  so  zealoTiB 
was  he  on  that  side.  Poor  old  gentleman,  —  respect- 
able rusty  old  Iron  safe  with  seven  locks,  which  no- 
body would  now  care  to  pick,  —  he  died  few  weeks 
after,  at  his  post  as  was  proper;  and  saw  no  Double- 
Marriage,  after  all.  But  Dubourgay  shakes -but  his 
feathers;  the  Double-Marriage  being  again  evidently 
alive. 

For  England  answers,  cordially  enough,  if  not  with 
all  the  hurry  Friedrich  Wilhelm  wanted,  "Yea,  we  are 
willing  for  the  thing;"  —  and  meets,  with  great  equa- 
nimity and  liberality,  the  new  whims,  difficulties  and 
misgivings,  which  arose  on  Friedrich  Wilhelm' s  part,  at 
a  wearisome  rate,  as  the  negotiation  went  on;  and 
which  are  always  frankly  smoothed  away  again  by  the 
cooler  party.  Why  did  not  the  bargain  close,  then? 
Alas,  one  finds,  the  answer  Yea  had  unfortunately  set 
his  Prussian  Majesty  on  viewing,  through  magnifiers, 
what  advantages  there  might  have  been  in  No :  this  is 
a  difficulty  there  is  no  clearing  away!  Probably,  too, 
the  Tobacco -Parliament  was  industrious.  Friedrich 
Wilhelm,  at  last,  tries  if  Half  will  not  do;  anxious,  as 
we  all  too  much  are,  "to  say  Yes  and  No;"  being  in 
great  straits,  poor  man:  —  "Your  Prince  of  Wales  to 
wed  Wilhelmina  at  once;  the  other  Match  to  stand 
over?"  To  which  the  English  Government  answers 
always  briefly,  "No;  both  the  Marriages  or  none!"  •— 
Will  the  reader  consent  to  a  few  compressed  glances 
into  the  extinct  Dubourgay  Correspondence;  much  com- 
pressed, and  here  and  there  a  rushlight  stuck  in  it,  for 
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his  behoof.  Dubourgay,  at  Berlm,  writes;  my  Lord 
Townshend,  in  St.  James's,  reads,  usually  rather  lan- 
guid in  answering: 

Berlin,  9tli  November  1728.  "Prussian  Majesty  much 
"pleased  with  English  Answers"  to  the  Yes-or-No  question; 
"  will  send  a  Minister  to  our  Court  about  the  time  his  Britannic 
"  Majesty  may  think  of  coming  over  to  his  German  Dominions. 
" Would Finckenstein  (Head Tutor),  or  would  Knyphausen 
"(distinguished  Official  here),  be  the  agreeable  man?"  — 
'Either,'  answer  the  English;  *  either  is  good.' 

Berlin ,  same  date,  *'  Queen  sent  for  me  just  now;  is  highly 
"content  with  the  state  of  things.  *I  have  now,'  said  her 
Majesty,  *  the  pleasure  to  tell  you  that  I  am  free ,  Grod  be 

*  blessed,  of  all  the  anguish  I  have  laboured  imder  for  some 

*  time  past,  which  was  so  great  that  I  have  several  times  been 

*  on  the  point  of  sending  for  you  to  procure  my  Brother's  pro- 
'  tection  for  my  Son ,  who ,  I  thought,  ran  the  greatest  danger 

*  from  the  artifices  of  Seckendorf  and '"  —  Poor  Queen  I 

Nov.  16th.  "Queen  told  me:  When  the  Court  was  at 
"Wusterhausen,"  two  months  ago,  hunting  partridges  and 
wild  swine,*  "Seckendorf  and  Grumkow  intrigued  for  a 
"match  between  Wilhelmina  and  the  Prince  of  Weissenfels," 
elderly  Royal  Highness  in  the  Abstract,  whom  we  saw  al- 
ready, "thereby  to  prevent  a  closer  union  between  the  Prus- 
"  sian  and  English  Courts ,  —  and  Grumkow  having  withal 
"the  private  view  of  ousting  his  antagonist  the  Prince  of 
"Anhalt"  (Old  Dessauer,  whom  he  had  to  meet  in  duel,  but 
did  not  fight),  "as  Weissenfels,  once  Son-in-law,  would 
"certainly  be  made  Commander-in-Chief,"**  to  the  extrusion 

*  Fassmann ,  p.  S86. 
**  Dobourgay ,  in  State-Paper  OflBoe  (Prussian  Despatches,  vol.  xxzv.). 
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of  Anhalt  from  that  office.  Which  notable  piece  of  policy  her 
Majesty,  hy  a  little  plain  speech,  took  her  opportanity  of 
putting  an  end  to,  as  we  saw.  For  the  rest,  "the  Dntdi 
"Minister  and  also  the  French  Secretaries  here,"  greatlj  in- 
terested about  the  Peace  of  Europe,  and  the  CongresB  of 
Soissons  in  these  weeks,  ''have  had  a  communication,  from 
"this  Court,  of  the  favourable  disposition  ours  is  in  with 
"respect  to  the  Double  Match,"  —  beneficent  for  the  Ter- 
restrial Balance,  as  they  and  I  hope.  So  that  things  look 
well?  Alas,  — 

December,  2oth.  "Queen  sent  for  me  yesterday:  Hopes 
"she  does  no  wrong  in  complaining  of  her  Husband  to  her 
"Brother.  King  shows  scruples  about  the  Marriages;  does 
"not  relish  the  expense  of  an  establishment  for  the  Prince; 
"hopes,  at  all  events,  the  Marriage  will  not  take  place  for  a 
"year  yet;  —  would  like  to  know  what  Dowry  the  English 
"Princess  is  to  bring?"  —  *  No  Dowry  with  our  Princess,'  the 
English  answer ;  *  nor  shall  you  give  any  with  yours.' 

New-  Yearns  Day,  1729.    "  Queen  sent  for  me :  King  is  get- 
"ting  intractable  about  the  Marriages;  she  reasoned  with 
"him  from  two  o'clock  till  eight,"  without  the   least  per- 
manent effect.    "It  is  his  covetousness ,"  I  Dubourgay  pri- 
vately think!  —  Knyphausen,  who  knows  the  King  well, 
privately  tells  me,  *He  will  come  round.'    *It  is  his  avarice,' 
thinks  Knyphausen  too;  'nay  it  is  also  his  jealousy  of  the 
'Prince,  who  is  very  popular  with  the  Army.    King  does 
'  everything  to  mortify  him ,  uses  him  like  a  child ;  Crown- 
*  Prince  bears  it  with  admirable  patience.'    This  is  Knyp- 
hausen's  weak  notion;  rather  a  weak  croaky  official  gentle- 
man, I  should  gather,  of  a  crypto-splenetic  turn.     "Queen 
"told  me  some  days  later.  His  Majesty  ill-used  the  Crown- 
" Prince  because  he  did  not  drink  hard  enough;  makes  him 
^^hunt  though  ill;"  ia  \erj\L«t^\jL^wiAiJaa^QQ.T  Gtown-Prince, 
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—  who,  for  the  rest,  "sends  loving  messages  to  England," 
as  usual;  *  covertly  meaning  the  Princess  Amelia,  as  usual. 
"Some  while  ago,  I  must  inform  your  Lordship ,  the  Prince 
"was  spoken  to,"  by  Papa  as  would  appear,  "to  sound  his 
"inclination  as  to  the  Princess  Caroline,"  Princess  likewise 
of  England ,  and  whose  age ,  some  eighteen  months  less  than 
his  own ,  might  be  suitabler ,  the  Princess  Amelia  being  half- 
a-year  his  elder;  **  "but,"  —  mark  how  true  he  stood,  — 
"his  Royal  Highness  broke-out  into  such  raptures  of  love  and 
"passion  for  the  Princess  Amelia,  and  showed  so  much  im- 
"  patience  for  the  conclusion  of  that  Match ,  as  gave  the  King 
"of  Prussia  a  great  deal  of  surprise,  and  the  Queen  as  much 
"satisfaction."  Truth  is,  if  an  old  Brigadier  Diplomatist 
may  be  judge,  "  The  great  and  good  qualities  of  that  young 
"Prince,  both  of  person  and  mind,  deserve  a  distinct  and  par- 
"ticular  account,  with  which  I  shall  trouble  your  Lordship 
*  *  another  day ; "  *** — which  unluckily  I  never  did ;  his  Lord- 
ship Townshend  having ,  it  would  seem,  too  little  curiosity  on 
the  subject. 

And  so  the  matter  wavers ;  and  in  spite  of  Dubour- 
gay's  and  Queen  Sophie's  industry,  and  the  Crown- 
Prince's  willing  mind,  there  can  nothing  definite  be 
made  of  it  at  this  time.  Friedrich  Wilhelm  goes  on 
visits,  goes  on  huntings;  leaves  the  matter  to  itself  to 
mature  a  little.  Thus  the  negotiation  hangs-fire;  and 
will  do  so,  —  till  dreadful  waterspouts  come,  and  per- 
haps quench  it  altogether? 


•  Daboargay,  1 6th  January. 

•«  Caroline  born  10th  June  1718;  Amelia,  10th  July  1711. 
•«*  Despatch ,  25th  Deoember  1728. 
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t  His  Majesty  slaughters  3,602  Head  of  Wild  Swine. 

His  Majesty  is  off  for  a  Hunting  Visit  to  the  Old 
Dessauer,  —  Crown-Prince  with  him,  who  hates  hunt- 
ing. Then,  "19th  January  1729,"  says  the  reveren- 
tial Fassmann,  he  is  off  for  a  grand  hunt  at  Copenick; 
then  for  a  grander  in  Pommem  (Crown-Prince  still  wilh 
him):  such  a  slaughter  of  wild  swine  as  was  seldom 
heard  of,  and  as  never  occurred  again.  No  fewer  than 
"1,882  head  (Stack)  of  wild  swine,  300  of  them  of  rai- 
" common  magnitude,"  in  the  Stettin  and  other  Pom- 
mem regions;  "together  with  1,720  Stuck  in  the  Mark 
"Brandenburg,  once  450  in  a  day:  in  all,  3,602  Stiich'' 
Never  was  his  Majesty  in  better  spirits:  a  very  Nimrod 
or  hunting  Centaur;  trampling  the  cobwebs  of  Diplo- 
macy, and  the  cares  of  life,  under  his  victorious  hoofe. 
All  this  slaughter  of  swine,  3,602  Stuck  by  tale,  was 
done  in  the  season  1729.  "From  which,"  observes  the 
adoring  Fassmann,*  "is  to  be  inferred  the  importance," 
at  least  in  wild  swine,  "of  those  royal  Forests  in  Pom- 
"mem  and  the  Mark;"  not  to  speak  of  his  Majesty^s 
supreme  talent  in  hunting  as  in  other  things. 

What  Friedrich  Wilhelm  did  with  such  a  mass  of 
wild  pork?  Not  an  ounce  of  it  was  wasted,  every 
ounce  of  it  brought  money  in.  For  there  exist  Official 
Schedules,  lists  as  for  a  window-tiEix  or  property-tax, 
drawn-up  by  his  Majesty's  contrivance,  in  the  chief 
Localities:  every  man,  according  to  the  house  he  keeps, 

*  p.  887. 
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is  bound  to  take,  at  a  just  value  by  weight,  such  and 
such  quotities  of  suddenly  slaughtered  wild  swine,  one 
or  so  many;  and  consume  them  at  his  leisure,  as  ham 
or  otherwise,  —  cash  payable  at  a  fixed  term,  and  no 
abatement  made.*  For  this  is  a  King  that  cannot 
stand  waste  at  all;  thrifty  himself,  and  the  cause  of 
thrift. 


Falls  ill,  in  consequence;  and  the  Double-Marriage  cannot 

get  forward. 

This  was  one  of  Friedrich  Wilhelm's  grandest 
hunting-bouts,  this  of  January  1729;  at  all  events,  he 
will  never  have  another  such.  By  such  fierce  riding, 
and  defiance  of  the  winter  elements  and  rules  of  regi- 
men, his  Majesty  returned  to  Potsdam  with  ill  symptoms 
of  health;  —  symptoms  never  seen  before;  except  tran- 
siently, three  years  ago,  after  a  similar  bout;  when  the 
Doctors,  shaking  their  heads,  had  mentioned  the  word 
"Gout."  —  ''Narren-Possenr  Friedrich  Wilhelm  had 
answered,  "Gout?"  —  But  now,  February  1729,  it  is 
gout  in  very  deed.  His  poor  Majesty  has  to  admit: 
"I  am  gouty,  then!  Shall  have  gout  for  companion 
henceforth.  I  am  breaking-up,  then?"  Which  is  a 
terrible  message  to  a  man.  His  Majesty's  age  is  not 
forty-one  till  August  coming:  but  he  has  hunted 
furiously. 

Adoring  Fassmann  gives  a  quite  touching  account 
of  Friedrich  Wilhelm's  performances  under  gout,  now 

•  FSrster,  Beneckendorf  (if  they  had  an  Index!). 
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and  generally,  which  were  begun  on  this  occasion. 
How  he  suffered  extremely,  yet  never  neglected  his 
royal  duties  in  any  press  of  pain.  Gould  seldom  g^ 
any  sleep  till  towards  four  or  five  in  the  morning,  and 
then  had  to  bo  content  with  an  hour  or  two;  after 
wliich  his  Official  Secretaries  came  in  with  their  Papers, 
and  he  signed,  despatched,  resolved,  with  best  jud^ 
nient,  —  the  top  of  the  morning  always  devoted  to 
business.  At  noon,  up  if  possible;  and  dines,  "in 
dressing-gown,  with  Queen  and  children."  After  din- 
ner, commonly  to. bed  again;  and  would  paint  in  oil; 
sometimes  do  light  joiner-work,  chiselling  and  inlaying; 
by  and  by  lie  inactive,  with  select  Mends  sitting  round, 
some  of  whom  had  the  right  of  entry,  others  not,  under 
penalties.  Buddenbrock,  Derschau,  rough  old  Marlbo- 
rough stagers,  were  generally  there;  these,  "and  two 
other  persons,"  —  Grumkow  and  Seckendorf,  whom 
Fassmann  does  not  name,  lest  he  get  into  trouble,  — 
"sat,  well  within  earshot,  round  the  bed.  And  always 
"at  the  head  was  Theiro  Majesty  the  Queen,  sometimes 
"with  the  King's  hand  laid  in  hers,  and  his  face  turned 
"up  to  her,  as  if  he  sought  assuagement"  —  O  my  dim 
old  Friend,  let  us  dry  our  tears! 

"Sometimes  the  Crown-Prince  read  aloud  in  some 
French  Book,"  Title  not  given;  Crown-Prince's  voice 
known  to  me  as  very  fine.  Generally  the  Princess 
Louisa  was  in  the  room,  too;  Louisa,  who  became  of 
Anspach  shortly;  not  Wilhelmina,  who  lies  in  fever 
and  relapse  and  small-pox,  and  close  at  death's  door, 
almost  since  the  beginning  of  these  bad  days.    The 
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Crown-Prince  reads,  we  say,  with  a  voice  of  melodious 
clearness,  in  French  more  or  less  instructive.  "At  other 
*' times  there  went  on  discourse,  about  public  matters, 
*' foreign  news,  things  in  general;  discourse  of  a  cheer- 
"fal  or  of  a  serious  nature,"  always  with  some  sub- 
stance of  sense  in  it,  —  "and  not  the  least  smut  per- 
"mitted,  as  is  too  much  the  case  in  certain  higher 
"circles!"  says  adoring  Fassmann;  who  privately  knows 
of  "Courts"  (perhaps  the  Glorivurdigste,  Gloryworthiest, 
August  the  Great's  Court,  for  one?)  "with  their  hired 
Tom-Fools,"  not  yet  an  extinct  species,  attempting  to 
ground  wit  on  that  bad  basis.  Prussian  Majesty  could 
not  endure  any  "Zof^;"  profanity  and  indecency,  both 
avaunt.  "He  had  to  hold  out  in  this  way,  awake  till 
"ten  o'clock,  for  the  chance  of  night's  sleep."  Earlier 
in  the  afternoon,  we  said,  he  perhaps  does  a  little  in 
oil-painting,  having  learnt  something  of  that  art  in 
young  times;  —  there  is  a  poor  Artist  in  attendance, 
to  mix  the  colours,  and  do  the  first  sketch  of  the  thing. 
Specimens  of  such  Pictures  still  exist.  Portraits  gene- 
rally; all  with  this  epigraph,  Fredericus  Wilhelmus  in 
tormmtis  pinxit  (Painted  by  Friedrich  Wilhelm  in  his 
torments);  and  are  worthy  the  attention  of  the  curious.* 
Is  not  this  a  sublime  patient? 

Fassmann  admits,  "there  might  be  spurts  of  /m- 
" patience  now  and  then;  but  how  richly  did  Majesty 
"make  it  good  again  after  reflection!  He  was  also 
"subject  to  whims  even  about  people  whom  he  other- 
"wise  esteemed.    One  meritorious  gentleman,  who  shall 

*  Fassmann,  p.  892;  see  FSrster,  &c. 
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"be  nameless,  mucli  thought  of  by  the  King,   his  Ma- 
"jesty's  nerves  could  not  endure,  though  his  mind  well 
"did:   "Makes  my  gout  worse  to  see  him  drilling  in 
"the  esplanade  there;  let  another  do  it!" — and  vouch- 
safed an  apologetic  assurance  "to  the  meritorious  gen- 
tleman afflicted  in  consequence."  —  O   my   dim  old 
Friend,  these   surely  are  sublimities  of  the  sick  bed? 
"So  it  lasted  for  some  ^vq  weeks  long,"  well  on  to- 
wards the  summer  of  this  bad  Year  1729.     Wilhel- 
mina   says,    in  briefer  business   language,    and  look- 
ing only  at  the  wrong-side  of  the  tapestry,    "It  was 
"a  Hell-on-Earth  to  us,   Les  peines  du  Purgatoire  tu 
^^powaient  egaler  ccUes  que  NOUS  endurions ;'*''*  and  sup- 
ports the  statement  by  abundant  examples,  during  those 
flamy  weeks. 

For,  in  the  interim,  withal,  the  English  negotiation 
is  as  good  as  gone  out;  nay  there  are  waterspouts  brew- 
ing aloft  yonder,  enough  to  wash  negotiation  from  the 
world.  Of  which  terrible  weather-phenomena  we  shall 
have  to  speak  by  and  by:  but  must  first,  by  way  of 
commentary,  give  a  glance  at  Soissons  and  the  Ter- 
restrial Libra  ^  so  far  as  necessary  for  human  objects, 
—  not  far  by  any  means. 

•  i.  167. 
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CHAPTER  V. 

CONGRESS  OF  SOISSONS,   SIXTH  CRISIS  IN  THE  SPECTRE-HUNT. 

The  so-called  Spanish- War,  and  dangerous  futile 
Siege  of  Gibraltar,  had  not  ended  at  the  death  of 
George  I.;  though  measures  had  abeady  been  agreed 
upon,  by  the  Kaiser  and  parties  interested,  to  end 
it,  —  only  the  King  of  Spain  (or  King's  Wife,  we 
should  say)  made  difficulties.  Difficulties,  she;  and 
kept  firing,  without  effect,  at  the  Fortress  for  about 
a  year  more;  after  which  her  humour  or  her  powder 
being  out,  Spanish  Majesty  signed  like  the  others. 
Peace  again  for  all  and  sundry  of  us:  "Preliminaries" 
of  Peace  signed  at  Paris,  31st  May  1727,  three 
weeks  before  George's  death,  "Peace"  itself  finally 
at  the  Pardo  or  at  Madrid,  the  Termagant  having 
spent  her  powder,  6th  March  1728-,*  and  a  "Con- 
gress" (bless  the  mark!)  to  settle  on  what  terms  in 
every  point. 

Congress,  say  at  Aix-la-Chapelle;  say  at  Cambrai 
again,  —  for  there  are  difficulties  about  the  place. 
Or  say  finally  at  Soissons;  where  Fleury  wished  it 
to  be,  that  he  might  get  the  reins  of  it  better  in  hand; 
and  where  it  finally  was,  —  and  where  the  ghost  or 
name  of  it  yet  is,  an  empty  enigma  in  the  memories 
of  some  men.     Congress   of  Soissons  did  meet,   14th 

•  SchSll,  ii.  212,  218. 
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June  1728;  opened  itself,  as  a  Corporeal  Entity  in  this 
world;  sat  for  above  a  year;  —  and  did  nothings 
Fleury  quite  declining  the  Pragmatic  Sanction,  thougli 
the  anxious  Kaiser  was  ready  to  make  astonishing 
sacrifices,  give  up  his  Ostend  Company  (Paper  Shadow 
of  a  Company),  or  what  you  will  of  that  kind,  —  if 
men  would  have  conformed. 

These  Diplomatic  gentlemen,  —  say,  are  they  aught? 
They  seem  to  understand  me,  by  each  at  once  his 
choppy  finger  laying  on  his  skinny  lips!  Princes  of 
the  Powers  of  the  Air,  shall  we  define  them?  It  is 
certain  the  solid  Earth  or  her  facts,  except  being  held 
in  perpetual  terror  by  such  workings  of  the  Shadow- 
world,  reaped  no  efiect  from  those  Twenty  Years  of 
Gongressing;  Seckendorf  himself  might  as  well  have 
lain  in  bed,  as  ridden  those  25,000  miles,  and  done 
such  quantities  of  double-distillations.  No  effect  at  all: 
only  some  ftitile  gunpowder  spent  on  Gibraltar,  and 
splinters  of  shot  and  shells  (saleable  as  old  iron)  found 
about  the  rocks  there*,  which  is  not  much  of  an  effect, 
for  Twenty  Years  of  such  industry. 

The  sublime  Congress  of  Soissons  met,  as  we  say, 
at  the  above  date  (just  while  the  Polish  Majesty  was 
closing  his  Berlin  Visit);  but  found  itself  no  abler  for 
work  than  that  of  Cambrai  had  been.     The  Deputies 
fi-om  France  I  do  not  mention;  nor  from  Spain,  nor 
from  Austria.     The  Deputies  from  England  were  Co- 
lonel or  now  properly  Brigadier-General  Stanhope,  afte^ 
wards  Lord  Harrington-^  Horace  Walpole  (who  is  Eo- 
fceit's  Brother,    ani   -v^Vxo^^  ^^^x^Xscc^  \^  '^\3t  ^V^xaaa 
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Robinson,  "Qmoi  donc^  CrusoeP*  whom  we  shall  hear 
of  farther) ;  and  Stephen  Poyntz ,  a  once  bright  gentle- 
man, now  dim  and  obsolete,  whom  the  readers  of 
Coxe's  Walpole  have  some  nominal  acquaintance  with. 
Here,  for  Chronology's  sake,  is  a  clipping  from  the 
old  English  Newspapers  to  accompany  them:  "There 
"is  rumour  that  Polly  Peachum  is  gone  to  attend 
"the  Congress  at  Soissons;  where,  it  is  thought,  she 
"will  make  as  good  a  figure,  and  do  Her  country 
"as  much  service,  as  several  others  that  shall  be 
"nameless."* 

Their  task  seemed  easy  to  the  sanguine  mind. 
The  Kaiser  has  agreed  with  Spain  in  the  Italian- 
Apanage  matter;  with  the  Sea-Powers  in  regard  to  his 
Ostcnd  Company,  which  is  abolished  forever:  what 
then  is  to  prevent  a  speedy  progress,  and  glad  con- 
clusion? The  Pragmatic  Sanction.  "Accept  my  Pragma- 
tic Sanction,"  said  the  Kaiser;  "let  that  be  the  pre- 
liminary of  all  things."  —  "Not  the  preliminary," 
answered  Floury;  "we  will  see  to  that  as  we  go 
on;  not  the  preliminary,  by  any  means!"  There  was 
the  rub.  The  sly  old  Cardinal  had  his  private  treaties 
with  Sardinia;  views  of  his  own  in  the  Mediterranean, 
in  the  Ehine  quarter;  and  answered  steadily,  "Not 
the  preliminary,  by  any  means!"  The  Kaiser  was 
equally  inflexible.  Whereupon  immensities  of  proto- 
colling,  arguing,  and  the  Congress  "fell  into  complete 
languor,"  say  the  Histories.**     Congress  ate  its  dinner 

*  MisVs  Weekly  Journal ,  29th  Jun«  n^a. 
**  SchSU,  n,  216. 
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heartily,  and  \sTotc  immensoly,  for  the  space  of  eighteen 
mouths;  but  advanced  no  hairsbreadih  anjwhither*,  no 
prospect  before  it,  but  that  of  dinner  only,  for  nn* 
limited  periods. 

Kaiser  will  have  his  Pragmatic  Sanction,  or  not 
budge  irom  the  place;  stands  mulelike  amid  the  rain  of 
cudgellings  firom  the  bystanders;  can  be  beaten  to  death, 

but  stir  he  will  not. Hints,  glances  of  the  eye, 

pass  between  Elizabeth  Famese  and  the  other  by- 
standers: suddenly,  9th  November  1729,  it  is  found 
they  have  all  made  a  ^''Treaty  of  Seville "  with  Eliza- 
beth Famese;  France,  England,  Holland,  Spain,  have 
all  closed,  —  Italian  Apanages  to  be  at  once  secured, 
Ostend  to  be  at  once  suppressed,  with  what  else  be- 
hoves; and  the  Kaiser  is  left  alone;  standing  upon  his 
Pragmatic  Sanction  there,  nobody  bidding  him  now 
budge! 

At  which  the  Kaiser  is  naturally  thrice  and  four 
times  wroth  and  alarmed:  —  and  Seckendorf  in  the 
Tabaks  -  Collegium  had  need  to  be  doubly  busy.  As 
we  shall  find  he  is  (though  without  effect),  when  the 
time  comes  round:  —  but  we  have  not  yet  got  to 
November  of  this  Year  1729;  there  are  still  six  or 
eight  important  months  between  us  and  that  Important 
months;  and  a  Prussian-English  "Waterspout,"  as  we 
have  named  it,  to  be  seen,  with  due  wonder,  in  the 
political  sky!  — 

Congress  of  Soissons,  now  fallen  mythical  to  man- 
kmdj  and  as  inane  aa  xSaaX.  ^^  ^^5s^x"Ki^\^  ^^ss^i^sk^^^  «!dll 
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memorable  in  one  or  two  slight  points.  First,  it  has 
in  it,  as  one  of  the  Austrian  Deputies,  that  Baron  von 
Bentenrieder,  tallest  of  living  Diplomatists,  who  was 
pressed,  at  one  time,  for  a  Prussian  soldier;  —  readers 
recollect  it?  Walking  through  the  streets  of  Halber- 
stadt,  to  stretch  his  long  limbs  till  his  carriage  came 
up,  the  Prussian  sentries  laid  hold  of  him,  "Excellent 
Potsdam  giant,  this  one!"  —  and  haled  him  off  to 
their  guardhouse;  till  carriage  and  lackeys  came;  then, 
*' Thousand  humblest  pardons,  your  Excellensr'  who 
forgave  the  fellows.  Barely  possible  some  lighter 
readers  might  wish  to  see,  for  one  moment,  an  Ex- 
cellenz  that  has  been  seized  by  a  Pressgang?  Which 
perhaps  never  happened  to  any  other  Excellenz;  — 
the  like  of  which,  I  have  been  told,  might  merit  him 
a  soiree  from  strong-minded  women,  in  some  remoter 
parts  of  the  world.  Not  to  say  that  he  is  the  tallest  of 
living  Diplomatists;  another  unique  circumstance!  — 
Bentenrieder  soon  died;  and  had  his  place  at  Soissons 
filled  up  by  an  Excellenz  of  the  ordinary  height,  who 
had  never  been  pressed.  But  nothing  can  rob  the  Con- 
gress of  this  fact,  that  it  once  had  Bentenrieder  for 
member;  and,  so  far,  is  entitled  to  the  pluperfect 
distinction  in  one  particular. 

Another  point  is  humanly  interesting  in  this  Con- 
gress; but  cannot  Mly  be  investigated  for  want  of 
dates.  Always,  we  perceive,  according  to  the  news  of 
it  that  reach  Berlin,  —  of  England  going  right  for  the 
Kaiser  or  going  wrong  for  him,  —  his  Prussian.  M»r 
jesty's  treatment  of  Jm  children  varies,    li  "Eisi^^xA  ^^ 
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right  for  tlie  Kaiser,  well,  and  his  Majesty  is  in  good- 
hiiuiuur  with  Queen,  with  Crown-Prince  and  Wilhel- 
mina.  If  England  go  wrong  for  the  Kaiser,  dark 
clouds  gather  on  the  royal  brow,  in  the  royal  heart; 
explode  in  thunderstorms;  and  at  length  crockery  goes 
flying  through  the  rooms,  blows  descend  on  the  poor 
Prince's  back;  and  her  Majesty  is  in  tears,  mere  Chaos 
come  again.  For  as  a  general  rule,  unless  the  English 
Negotiation  have  some  prospering  fit,  and  produce  ex- 
ceptional phenomena,  Friedrich  Wilhelm,  ever  loyal 
in  heart,  stands  steadfast  by  his  Kaiser;  ever  ready 
"to  strike  out  (los  zu  schlar/cn,'*  as  he  calls  it)  wiA 
his  best  strength  in  behalf  of  a  cause  which,  good 
soul,  he  thinks  is  essentially  German;  —  all  the 
readier  if  at  any  time  it  seem  now  exclusively  6e^ 
man,  the  French,  Spanish,  English,  and  other  un- 
lovely Foreign  world  being  clean  cut  loose  from  it,  or 
even  standing  ranked  against  it.  "When  will  it  go  ofij 
then  (Wann  geht  es  los)?"  asks  Friedrich  Wilhelm 
often;  diligently  drilling  his  Sixty  Thousand,  and  snort- 
ing contempt  on  "Ungermanism  {Undeutschheit) ^**  be  it 
on  the  part  of  friends  or  of  enemies.  Good  soul,  and 
whether  he  will  ever  get  Jiilich  and  Berg  out  of  it,  is 
distractingly  problematical;  and  the  Tobacco-Parliament 
is  busy  with  him. 

Curious  to  see,  so  far  as  dates  go,  how  Friedrich 
Wilhelm  changes  his  tune  to  Wife  and  Children,  in 
exact  correspondence  to  the  notes  given  out  at  Soissons 
for  a  Kaiser  and  his  Pragmatic  Sanction.  Poor  Prus- 
sian Household,  poor  back,  and  heart,  of  Crown-Prince; 
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what  a  concert  it  is  in  this  world,  Smoking  Parliament 
for  souffleur!  Let  the  big  Diplomatist  Bassoon  of  the 
Universe  go  this  way,  there  are  caresses  for  a  young 
Soldier  and  his  behaviour  in  the  giant  regiment;  let 
same  Bassoon  sound  that  way,  bangs  and  knocks  descend 
on  him;  the  two  keep  time  together,  — ^  so  busy  is  the 
Smoking  Parliament  with  his  Majesty  of  Prussia.  The 
world  has  seen,  with  horror  and  wonder,  Friedrich 
"Wilhelm's  beating  of  his  grown  children:  but  the  pair 
of  Meerkatzen^  or  enchanted  Demon- Apes,  disguised  as 
loyal  Counsellors,  riding  along  with  him  the  length  of 
a  Terrestrial  Equator,  have  not  been  so  familiar 
to  the  world.  Seckendorf,  Grumkow:  we  had  often 
heard  of  Devil-Diplomatists ;  and  shuddered  over  hor- 
rible pictures  of  them  in  Novels,  hoping  it  was  all 
fancy:  but  here  actually  is  a  pair  of  them,  transcend- 
ing all  Novels;  —  perhaps  the  highest  cognisable  fact 
to  be  met  with  in  Devil-Diplomacy.  And  it  may  be 
a  kind  of  comfort  to  readers,  both  to  know  it,  and  to 
discern  gradually  what  the  just  gods  make  of  it  withal. 
Devil-Diplomatists  do  exist,  at  least  have  existed,  never 
doubt  it  farther;  and  their  astonishingly  dextrous  men- 
dacities and  enchanted  spiderwebs,  —  can  these  go  any 
road  but  one  in  this  Universe? 

That  the  Congress  of  Cambrai  was  not  a  myth,  we 
convinced  ourselves  by  a  Letter  of  Voltaire's,  who 
actually  saw  it  dining  there  in  the  Year  1722,  as  he 
passed  that  way.  Here,  for  Soissons  in  like  manner, 
are  two  Letters,  by  a  less  celebrated  but  a  still  knowxi 

Carlyle,  Frederic  the  Great,  III*  ^ 
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English  hand;  which,  as  utterances  in  presence  of  the 
fact  itself,  leave  no  doubt  on  the  subject.  These  tlie 
afiiicted  reader  will  perhaps  consent  to  take  a  glince 
of  If  the  Congress  of  Soissons,  for  the  sake  of  memo^ 
able  objects  concerned  there,  is  still  to  be  remembered, 
and  believed  in,  for  a  little  while,  —  the  question 
arises.  How  to  do  it,  then? 

The  writer  of  these  Letters  is  a  serious,  rather  long- 
nosed  young  English  gentleman,  not  without  intel- 
ligence, and  of  a  wholesome  and  honest  nature;  who 
became  Lord  Lyttleton,  First  of  those  Lords,  called 
also  "the  Good  Lord,"  father  of  "the  Bad:"  a  lineal 
descendant  of  that  Lyttleton  upon  whom  Coke  sits,  or 
seems  to  sit,  till  the  end  of  things:  author  hy  and  by 
of  a  IIistoi*y  of  Henry  the  Second  and  other  well-meant 
things:  a  man  of  real  worth,  who  attained  to  some  note 
in  the  world.  He  is  now  upon  the  Grrand  Tour,  — 
which  ran,  at  that  time,  by  Lun^ville  and  Lorraine,  as 
would  appear;  at  which  point  we  shall  first  take  him 
up.  He  writes  to  his  Father,  Sir  Thomas,  at  Hagley 
among  the  pleasant  Hills  of  Worcestershire,  —  date 
shortly  after  the  assembling  of  that  Congress  to  rear  of 
him;  —  and  we  strive  to  add  a  minimum  of  conunen- 
tary.  The  "piece  of  negligence,"  the  "Mr.  D.,"  — 
none  of  mortals  now  knows  who  or  what  they  were: 

To  Sir  Thomas  Lyttelton,  Bart.^  at  Hagley, 

»'Lun^ville,  21st  July"  1728. 

"Dear  Sir,  —  I  thank  you  for  so  kindly  forgiving  the  piece 
"  of  negligence  I  acquainted  you  of  in  my  last.  Young  fellows 
''are  often  guilty  of  voluntary  forgetfulness  in  those  affairs; 


CHAP,  v.]  CONaRESS  OP  80ISS0NS.  147 

July  1728. 

**  but  I  assure  you  mine  was  quite  accidental : "  —  Never  mind 
it,  my  Son ! 

^'  Mr.  D.  tells  you  true  that  I  am  weary  of  losing  money  at 
''Cards;  but  it  is  no  less  certain  that  without  them  I  shall 
'*soon  be  weary  of  Lorraine.  The  spirit  of  quadrille"  (ob» 
solete  game  at  cards)  ''has  possessed  the  land  from  morning 
"till  midnight;  there  is  nothing  else  in  every  house  in  Town. 

"This  Court  is  fond  of  strangers,  but  with  a  proviso  that 
"strangers  love  quadrille.  Would  you  win  the  hearts  of  the 
"Maids  of  Honour,  you  must  lose  your  money  at  quadrille; 
"would  you  be  thought  a  well-bred  man,  you  must  play 
"genteelly  at  quadrille ;  would  you  get  a  reputation  of  good 
"sense,  show  judgment  at  quadrille.  However,  in  summer 
"one  may  pass  a  day  without  quadrille;  because  there  are 
*'  agreeable  promenades ,  and  little  parties  out-of-doors.  But 
"in  winter  you  are  reduced  to  play  at  it,  or  sleep ,  like  a  fly, 
*'till  the  return  of  spring. 

"Indeed  in  the  morning  the  Duke  hunts,"  —  mark  that 
Duke,  and  two  Sons  he  has.  "But  my  malicious  stars  have 
^'so  contrived  i1>,  that  I  am  no  more  a  sportsman  than  a 
"  gamester.  There  are  no  men  of  learning  in  the  whole  Coun- 
' '  try ;  on  the  contrary,  it  is  a  character  they  despise.  A  man 
"*'of  quality  caught  me,  the  other  day,  reading  a  Latin 
*'  Author ;  and  asked  me ,  with  an  air  of  contempt.  Whether  I 
"was  designed  for  the  Church?  All  this  would  be  tolerable 
"  if  I  was  not  doomed  to  converse  with  a  set  of  English,  who 
"are  still  more  ignorant  than  the  French;  and  from  whom, 
' '  with  my  utmost  endeavours ,  I  cannot  be  absent  six  hours  in 
"the  day.  Lord"  Blanks  —  Baltimore,  or  Heaven-knows- 
who ,  —  **  is  the  only  one  among  them  who  has  conunon  sense ; 
"and  he  is  so  scandalously  debauched,  in  his  principles  as 
"well  as  practice,  that  his  conversation  is  equally  shocking  to 
"  my  morals  and  my  reason."  —  Could  not  one  contrive  to  get 
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awaj  from  them ;  to  Soissons ,  for  example ,  to  see  boBmess 
going  on ,  and  the  Terrestrial  Balance  settling  itself  a  little? 
'^My  only  improvement  here  is  in  the  company  of  tk 
^'Duke/'  who  is  a  truly  distinguished  Duke  to  his  bad 
Country;  "and  in  the  exercise  of  the  Academy,**  —  of  Horse- 
manship, or  what?  "I  have  been  absent  from  the  latter  near 
'^  three  weeks ,  by  reason  of  a  sprain  I  got  in  the  sinews  of  my 
'^  leg.  My  duty  to  my  dear  Mother ;  I  hope  yon  and  she  con- 
"  tinue  well.    I  am,  Sir,  your  dutiful  Son.  —  G.  L.'*  ♦ 

These  poor  Lorrainers  are  in  a  bad  way;  their 
Country  all  trampled  to  pieces  by  France,  in  the  Louis- 
Fourteenth  and  still  earlier  times.  Indeed  ever  since 
the  futile  Siege  of  Metz,  where  we  saw  the  great  Kaiser, 
Karl  v.,  silently  weeping  because  he  could  not  recap- 
ture Metz,**  the  French  have  been  busy  with  this  poor 
Country;  —  new  sections  of  it  clipt  away  by  them; 
"military  roads  through  it,  ten  miles  broad,"  bargained 
for;  its  Dukes  oftenest  in  exile,  especially  the  Father 
of  this  present  Duke:  ***  —  and  they  are  now  waiting  a 

*  The  Works  of  Lord  George  Lyttelton ,  by  Ayscoagh  (London ,  1^^ 
iii.  215. 

**  Antea,  vol.  1.  p.  804. 

***  A  famed  Soldier  in  his  day;  under  Kaiser  Leopold,  "the  little  Kaiser 
in  the  red  stockings,**  one  of  whose  Daughters  he  had  to  wife.  He  was  at 
the  Rescue  of  Vienna  (Sobieski's) ,  and  in  how  many  far  fiercer  serrlees} 
his  life  was  but  a  battle  and  a  march.  Here  is  his  famed  Letter  to  tlis 
Kaiser,  when  Death  suddenly  called,  Halt! 

"Wels  near  Linz  on  the  Donan,  17th  April  1690. 

"Sacred  Majesty,  —  According  to  your  Orders,  I  set  out  from  Iimi- 

"pruck  to  come  to  Vienna;  but  I  am  stopped  here  by  a  Greater  Master* 

**I  go  to  render  account  to  Him  of  a  life  which  I  had  wholly  consecrated  to 

**  joa*    Remember  that  I  leave  a  Wife  with  whom  yon  are  concerned**  (ptf 
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good  opportunity  to  swallow  it  whole,  while  the  people 
are  so  busy  with  quadrille-parties.  The  present  Duke, 
returning  from  exile,  found  his  Land  in  desolation, 
much  of  it  "running  fast  to  wild  forest  again;"  and  he 
has  signalised  himself  by  unwearied  efforts  in  every 
direction  to  put  new  life  into  it,  which  have  been  rather 
successful.  Lyttelton,  we  perceive,  finds  improvement 
in  his  company.  The  name  of  this  brave  Duke  is 
Leopold;  age  now  forty-nine;  life  and  reign  not  far 
from  done:  a  man  about  whom  even  Voltaire  gets  into 
enthusiasm.* 

The  Court  and  Country  of  Lorraine,  under  Duke 
Leopold,  will  prove  to  deserve  this  brief  glance  from 
Lyttelton  and  us.  Two  sons  Duke  Leopold  has:  the 
elder,  Franz,  now  about  twenty,  is  at  Vienna,  with 
the  highest  outlooks  there:  Kaiser  Karl  is  his  Father's 
uncle;  and  Kaiser  KarFs  young  Daughter,  high  beauti- 
ful Maria  Theresa,  —  the  sublimest  maiden  now  ex- 
tant, —  yes,  this  lucky  Franz  is  to  have  her:  what  a 
prize,  even  without  Pragmatic  Sanction!  With  the 
younger  son,  Karl  of  Lorraine,  Lyttelton  may  have 
made  acquamtance,  if  he  cared:  a  lad  of  .sixteen;  by 
and  by  an  Austrian  General,  as  his  father  had  been; 
General  much  noised  of,  —  whom  we  shall  often  see 

V0U8  louche,  —  who  is  your  lawful  Daughter);  "children  to  whom  I  can  be- 
**  queatb  nothing  bat  my  aword;  and  Subjects  who  are  under  Oppression.— 

**  Charubs  ot  Lorkaxns. 
(H^naalt,  AhrSgi  Chronologique ,  Paris,  1775,  p.  850).  —  Charles  'V.'  the 
French  nnlformly  call  this  one;  Charles  *IV.'  the  Germans,  who,  I  oon- 
clade,  know  better. 

•  Sl^ole  de  Louis  XIV  {(Euvres,  xxvi.  96-97)?  Httbncr,  t.*«\. 
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beaten,  in  this  world,  at  the  head  of  men.  —  But  let 
ns  now  get  to  Soissons  itself,  skipping  an  intennediate 
Letter  or  two: 


To  Sir  Thomas  LytteltoUj  Bart ,  at  Hagley, 

"Soissons,  28th  October**  1728. 

** I  thank  you,  my  dear  Sir,  for  complying  so  much  with 
^'my  inclinations  as  to  let  me  stay  some  time  at  Soissons:  but 
"  as  you  have  not  fixed  how  long,  I  wait  for  farther  orders. 

'''•  One  of  my  chief  reasons  for  disliking  Lun^ville  was  the 
"multitude  of  English  there ;  who ,  most  of  them ,  were  such 
"worthless  fellows  that  they  were  a  dishonour  to  the  name 
"  and  Nation.  With  these  I  was  obliged  to  dine  and  sup,  and 
"pass  a  great  part  of  my  time.  You  may  be  sure  I  avoided  it 
"  as  much  as  possible ;  but  malgri  moi  I  suffered  a  great  deal 
"  To  prevent  any  comfort  from  other  people,  they  had  made  a 
"law  among  themselves,  not  to  admit  any  foreigner  into  their 
"company:  so  that  there  was  nothing  but  English  talked 
"from  June  to  January.  —  On  the  contrary,  my  countrymen 
"  at  Soissons  are  men  of  virtue  and  good  sense  \  they  mix  per- 
"petually  with  the  French,  and  converse  for  the  most  part  in 
"that  language.  I  will  trouble  you  no  more  upon  this  sab- 
"ject:  but  give  me  leave  to  say  that,  however  capricious  I 
"may  have  been  on  other  subjects,  my  sentiments  in  tiiis 
"particular  are  the  strongest  proofs  I  ever  gave  you  of  my 
"strong  and  hereditary  aversion  to  vice  and  folly. 

"Mr.  Stanhope,'*  our  Minister,  the  Colonel  or  Brigadier- 
General,  "is  always  at  Fontainebleau.  I  went  with  Mr. 
"Poyntz,"  Poyntz  not  yet  a  dim  figure ,  but  a  brilliant,  who 
hints  about  employing  me ,  "to  Paris  for  four  days ,  when  the 
"Colonel  himself  was  there,  to  meet  him;  he  received  me 
"with  great  civility  and  kindness.    We  have  done  expecting 
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**Mr.  Walpole,"  fixed  he  in  the  Court  regions;  "who  is 
** obliged  to  keep  strict  guard  over  the  Cardinal,"  sly  old 
Fleury,  "for  fear  the  German  Ministers  should  take  him  from 
"us.  They  pull  and  haul  the  poor  old  gentleman  so  many 
"ways,  that  he  does  not  know  where  to  turn,  or  into  whose 
* '  arms  to  throw  himself."    Never  fear  him !  — 

"Ripperda's  escape  to  England,"  —  grand  Diplomatic 
bulldog  that  was ,  who  took  refuge  in  Colonel  Stanhope's  at 
Madrid  to  no  purpose ,  and  kindled  the  sputtering  at  Gribral- 
tar,  is  now  got  across  to  England,  and  will  go  to  Morocco  and 
farther,  to  no  purpose,  —  "will  very  much  embroil  affairs; 
"  which  did  not  seem  to  want  another  obstacle  to  hinder  them 
*  *  from  coming  to  an  accommodation.  If  the  Devil  is  not  very 
"  much  wanting  to  his  own  interests  in  this  Business ,  it  is  im- 
"  possible  that  the  good  work  of  Peace  should  go  on  much 
"longer.  After  all,  most  young  fellows  are  of  his  party ;  and 
**  wish  he  may  bring  matters  to  a  War:  for  they  make  but  ill 
"Ministers  at  a  Congress,  but  would  make  good  Soldiers  in 
"  a  Campaign. 

"No  news  from  Madam"  Blank  "and  her  beloved  Hus- 
"  band.  Their  unreasonable  fondness  for  each  other  can  never 
"  last :  they  will  soon  grow  as  cold  to  one  another  as  the  Town 
"to  The  Beggars'  Opera.'*  And  cannot  warm  again,  you 
think ?  "Pray  Heaven  I  may  prove  a  false  prophet :  but  mar- 
"ried  Love  and  English  Music  are  too  domestic  to  continue 
"  long  in  favour."  *  * 

November  20ih,  Soissons  still.  "  This  is  one  of  the  agree- 
"  ablest  Towns  in  France.  The  people  are  infinitely  obliging 
**  to  strangers :  we  are  of  aU  their  parties ,  and  perpetually 
"share  with  them  in  their  pleasures.  I  have  learnt  more 
"  French  since  I  came  hither,  than  I  should  have  picked  up  in 
"  a  twelvemonth  in  Lorraine."  *  * 

"A  fool  with  a  majority  on  his  side  is  the  greatest  tyrant  in 
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"the  world:"  —  how  can  1  go  back  to  loiter  in  Lomine, 
honoured  Father ,  where  fools  are  in  such  majority?  "Then 
"the  extraordinary  civilities  I  receive  firom  Mr.  JPoyntz:  He 
"has  in  a  manner  taken  me  into  his  family;**  will  evidently 
make  an  Apprentice  of  m^.  "  The  first  Packet  that  comes 
"from  Fontainebleau ,  I«xpect  to  be  employed.  Which  is 
"no  small  pleasure  to  me ;  and  will  I  hope  be  of  service.**  *  * 

December  20th.  "A  sudden  order  to  Mr.  Poyntz  has  broken 
"  all  my  measures.  He  goes  tomorrow  to  Paris ,  to  stay  there 
"in  the  room  of  Messrs.  Stanhope  and  Walpole,  who  are  on 
"their  return  for  England.**  Congress  falling  into  complete 
languor,  if  we  knew  it!  But  ought  not  I  to  accompany  this 
friendly  and  distinguished  Mr.  Poyntz,  "who  has  already 
"given  me  Papers  to  copy;"  —  in  fact  I  am  setting  off  witii 
him,  honoured  Father!  *  *  * 

"Prince  Frederick's  journey,*'  —  first  arrival  in  England 
of  dissolute  Fred  from  Hanover,  who  had  not  been  to  Berlin  to 
get  married  last  summer,  —  "was  very  secret:  Mr.  Poyntz 
"did  not  hear  of  it  till  Friday  last;  at  least  he  had  no  public 
"  notice  of  it.*'  Why  should  he?  "  There  will  be  fine  strug- 
" gling  for  places "  in  this  Prince's  new  Household.  "I  hope 
"my  Brother  will  come-in  for  one." *  — 

But  here  we  pull  the  string  of  the  curtain  upon  Lyttel- 
ton,  and  upon  his  Congress  falling  into  complete  languor; 
Congress  destined,  after  dining  for  about  a  year  more,  to 
explode,  in  the  Treaty  of  Seville,  and  to  leave  the  Kaiser 
sitting  horrorstruck,  solitary  amid  the  wreck  of  Political 
Nature,  —  which  latter,  however,  pieces  itself  together 
again  for  him  and  others.  Beneficent  Treaty  of  Vienna 
was  at  last  achieved;  Treaty  and  Treaties  tfiere,  which 

*  Ayscough*8  Lyttelton,  iii.  200-281. 
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brought  matters  to  their  old  bearing .  again,  —  Austria 
united  with  the  Sea-Powers,  Pragmatic  Sanction  ac- 
cepted by  them,  subsidies  again  to  be  expected  jfrom 
them;  Baby  Carlos  fitted  with  his  Apanages,  in  some 
tolerable  manner;  and  the  Problem,  with  which  Crea- 
tion had  groaned  for  some  twenty  years  past,  finally 
accomplished  better  or  worse. 

Lyttelton  himself  will  get  a  place  in  Prince  Frede- 
rick's Household,  and  then  lose  it;  place  in  Majesty^s 
Ministry  at  last,  but  not  for  a  long  while  yet.  He  will 
be  one  of  Prince  Frederick's  men,  of  the  Carterets, 
Chesterfields,  Pitts,  who  "patronise  Literature,*'  and 
are  in  opposition  to  dark  Walpole;  one  of  the  "West- 
Wickham  set;" —  and  will  be  of  the  Opposition  party, 
and  have  his  adventures  in  the  world.  Meanwhile  let 
him  go  to  Paris  with  Mr.  Poyntz;  and  do  his  wisest 
there  and  elsewhere. 

"Who's  dat  who  ride  astride  de  pony, 
"So  long,  so  lean,  so  lank  and  bony? 
"Oh,  he  be  de  great  orator,  Little-ton-y."  * 

For  now  we  are  round .  at  Friedrich  Wilhelm's 
Pommeranian  Hunting  again,  in  the  Newyear's  time  of 
1729;  and  must  look  again  into  the  magnanimous  sick- 
room which  ensued  thereon;  where  a  small  piece  of 
business  is  going  forward.  What  a  magnanimous  pa- 
tient Friedrich  Wilhelm  was,  in  Fassmann's  judgment, 

*  Caricature  of  1741,  on  LytteIton*8  getting  into  the  Ministry,  with 
Carteret,  Chesterfield,  Argyll,  and  the  rest:  see  PhilIimore*8  Lyttelton 
(London,  1845),  i.  110;  Johnsoii'a  Lives  of  the  Poets ,  §  Lyttelton;  Ac«4ca« 
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we  know:  but  it  will  be  good  to  show  both  sides  of  the 
tapestry,  and  let  Wilhelmina  also  speak.  The  small 
business  is  only,  a  Treaty  of  Marriage  for  one  of  our 
Princesses:  not  Wilhelmina,  but  Louisa  the  next- 
younger,  who  has  been  asked,  and  will  consent,  as 
appears. 

Fassmann  makes  a  very  touching  scene  of  it.  King 
is  in  bed,  ill  of  his  gout  after  that  slaughter  of  the 
3,602  wild  swine:  attendants  are  sitting  round  his  Ma- 
jesty, in  the  way  we  know;  Queen  Sophie  at  his  head, 
"Seckendorf  and  several  others"  round  the  bed.  Letters 
arrive;  Princess  Frederica  Louisa,  a  very  young  Lady, 
has  also  had  a  Letter;  which,  she  sees  by  the  seal,  will 
be  interesting,  but  which  she  must  not  herself  open. 
She  steps  in  with  it;  "beautiful  as  an  angel,  but  rather 
"foolish,  and  a  spoilt  child  of  fifteen,"  says  Wilhelmina: 
trips  softly  in  with  it;  hands  it  to  the  King.  "Give  it 
"to  thy  Mother,  let  her  read  it,"  says  the  King.  Mother 
reads  it,  with  audible  soft  voice:  Formal  demand  in 
marriage  from  the  Serenity  of  Anspach,  as  foreseen. 

"Hearken,  Louisa  (Il6re  Lw'se),  it  is  still  time," 
said  the  King:  "Tell  us,  wouldst  thou  rather  go  to 
Anspach,  now,  or  stay  with  me?  If  thou  choose  to 
stay,  thou  shalt  want  for  nothing,  either,  to  the  end  of 
thy  life.  Speak!"  —  "At  such  unexpected  question," 
says  Fassmann,  "there  rose  a  fine  blush  over  the  Prin- 
"  cesses  face,  who  seemed  to  be  at  a  loss  for  her  answer. 
"However,  she  soon  collected  herself;  kissed  his  Ma- 
"jesty's  hand,  and  said:  *Most  gracious  Papa,  I  will  to 
"Anspach!'  To  which  the  King:    'Very  well,   th^;  , 
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"God  give  thee  all  happiness  and  thousand  blessings! 
" —  But  hearken,  Louisa,*  the  King's  Majesty  was 
"pleased  at  the  same  time  to  add,  'We  will  make  a 
"bargain,  thou  and  I.  You  have  excellent  Flour  at 
"Anspach  {schdnes  Mehl)\  but  in  Hams  and  Smoked 
"Sausages  you  don't  come  up,  either  in  quality  or 
"quantity,  to  us  in  this  Country.  Now  I,  for  my 
"part,  like  good  pastries.  So,  from  time  to  time,  thou 
"shalt  send  me  a  box  of  nice  flour,  and  I  will  keep 
*'thee  in  hams  and  sausages.  Wilt  thou,  Louisa?* 
*'That  the  Princess  answered  Yea,**  says  poor  Fassmann 
with  the  tear  in  his  eye,  "may  readily  be  supposed!** 
Nay  all  that  heard  the  thing  round  the  royal  bed  there, 

—  simple  humanities  n)f  that  kind  from  so  great  a  King, 

—  had  almost  or  altogether  tears  in  their  eyes.* 

This  surely  is  a  very  touching  scene.  But  now 
listen  to  Wilhelmina*s  account  of  another  on  the  same 
subject,  between  the  same  parties.  "At  table;'*  no 
date  indicated,  or  a  wrong  one,  but  evidently  after 
this;  in  fact,  we  find  it  was  about  the  beginning  of 
March  1729;  and  had  sad  consequences  for  Wilhel- 
mina. 

''At  table  his  Majesty  told  the  Queen  that  he  had  Letters 
"from  Anspach;  the  young  Margraf  to  be  at  Berlin  in  May 
"  for  his  wedding ;  that  M.  Bremer  his  Tutor  was  just  coming 
"  with  the  ring  of  betrothal  for  Louisa.  He  asked  my  Sister, 
''If  that  gave  her  pleasure?  and  How  she  would  regulate  her 
"housekeeping  when  married?    My  Sister  had  got  into  the 

*  Fassmann  f  pp.  898,  394* 
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^^way  of  telling  him  whatever  she  thought,  and  home-traths 
^'sometimes,  without  his  taking  it  ill.  She  answered  with  her 
^'customary  frankness,  That  she  would  have  a  good  table, 
"which  should  be  delicately  served;  and,  added  she,  *  which 
"*  shall  be  better  than  yours.  And  if  I  have  children,  I  will 
"  ^  not  maltreat  them  like  you,  nor  force  them  to  eat  what  they 
"*have  an  aversion  to."  —  "What  do  you  mean  by  that?" 
"  replied  the  King:  *  What  is  there  wanting  at  my  table?"  — 
'^^ There  is  this  wanting,*  she  said,  ^that  one  cannot  have 
"  ^enough;  and  the  little  there  is  consists  of  coarse  potherbs 
"*that  nobody  can  eat.*  The  King,"  as  was  not  unnatural, 
' '  had  begun  to  get  angry  at  her  first  answer :  this  last  put  him 
"  quite  in  a  fury ;  but  all  his  anger  fell  on  my  Brother  and  me. 
"He  first  threw  a  plate  at  my  Brother's  head,  who  ducked  out 
"of  the  way,  he  then  let  fly  another  at  me,  which  I  avoided 
"in  like  manner.  A  hailstorm  of  abuse  followed  these  first 
"hostilities.  He  rose  into  a  passion  against  the  Queen;  re- 
"proaching  her  with  the  bad  training  she  gave  her  children; 
"  and,  addressing  my  Brother:  *  You  have  reason  to  curse  your 
"  *  Mother  ,*  said  he ,  *  for  it  is  she  that  causes  your  being  an  ill- 
"  *  governed  fellow  (un  mal  gouvemi),  I  had  a  Preceptor,'  con- 
"  tinned  he ,  '  who  was  an  honest  man.  I  remember  always  a 
"  *  story  he  told  me  in  my  youth.  There  was  a  man,  at  Carthage, 
"  'who  had  been  condemned  to  die  for  many  crimes  he  had 
"  *  conmaitted.  While  they  were  leading  him  to  execution,  he 
"*  desired  he  might  speak  to  his  Mother.  •  They  brought  his 
"  'Mother:  he  came  near,  as  if  to  whisper  something  to  her;— 
"  *  and  bit  away  a  piece  of  her  ear.  I  treat  you  thus ,  said  he, 
"  *  to  make  you  an  example  to  all  parents  who  take  no  heed  to 
*  *  *  bring-up  their  children  in  the  practice  of  virtue ! — Make  the 
"'application,'  continued  he,  always  addressing  my  Brother: 
''  and  getting  no  answer  from  him ,  he  again  set  to  abusing  us 
''  till  he  could  speak  no  longer.    We  rose  from  table.    As  we 
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<^  had  to  pass  near  him  in  going  out ,  he  aimed  a  great  blow  at 
"  me  with  his  crutch;  which,  if  I  had  not  jerked  away  from  it, 
"would  have  ended  me.  He  chased  me  for  a  while  in  his 
"wheel-chair,  but  the  people  drawing  it  gave  me  time  to 
"escape  into  the  Queen's  chamber.**  * 

Poor  Wilhelmina,  beaten-upon  by  Papa  in  this 
manner,  takes  to  bed  in  miserable  feverish  pain,  is 
ordered  out  by  Mamma  to  evening  party,  all  the  same'; 
is  evidently  falling  very  ill.  "111?  I  will  cure  you!" 
says  Papa  next  day,  and  makes  her  swallow  a  great 
draught  of  wine.  Which  completes  the  thing:  "de- 
clared smallpox,"  say  all  the  Doctors  now.  So  that 
Wilhelmina  is  absent  thenceforth,  as  Fassmann  abeady 
told  us,  from  the  magnanimous  paternal  sickroom;  and 
lies  balefully  eclipsed,  till  the  paternal  gout  and  some 
other  things  have  run  their  course.  "Smallpox;  what  will 
Prince  Fred  think?  A  perfect  fright,  if  she  do  live!" 
say  the  English  Court-gossips  in  the  interim.  But  we 
are  now  arrived  at  a  very  singular  Prussian-English 
phenomenon;  and  ought  to  take  a' new  Chapter. 

•  Wilhelmina,  i.  169. 
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CHAPTER  VI. 

IMHD^ENCY    OF   WAR    OR   DUEL,    BETWEEN    THBJ    BBIT 

AND  PRUSSIAN  MAJESTIES. 

The  Double-Marriage  negotiation  hung  fire,   i 
end  of  1728;  but  everybody  thought,  especially  C 
Sophie  thought,  it  would  come  to  perfection;  old! 
almost  the  last  thing  he  did,  shed  tears  of  joy  abc 
These  fine  outlooks  received  a  sad  shock  in  the 
now  come;  when  secret  grudges  burst  out  into 
flame;    and  Berlin,  instead  of  scenic  splendours 
Polish  Majesty,  was  clangorous  with  note  of  pre 
tion  for  imminent  War.    Probably  Queen  Sophie  : 
had  a  more  agitated  Suromer  than  this  of  1729. 
are  now  arrived  at  that  thrice-famous  Quarrel,  or  a 
Duel,  of  Friedrich  Wilhelm  and  his  Britannic  Brc 
in-law  little  George  11.;    and  must  try  to  riddle 
those  distracted  Paper-masses  some  notice   of  it, 
wholly  unintelligible  to  the  reader.    It  is  loudly  ts 
of,  loudly,  but  alas  also  loosely  to  a  degree,    ii 
manner  of  dull  Books ;  and  is  at  once  thrice-famous 
extremely  obscure.     The  fact  is.  Nature  intended  i 
eternal  oblivion; —  and  that,  sure  enough,  would  '. 
been  its  fate  long  since ,  had  not  persons  who  were 
thought  to  be  of  no  importance,  but  are  now  see 
be  of  some,  stood  coim^eX.^^  V\^V\.  m^\^  ^^  V^^^-a. 
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Friedrich  Wilhelm,  for  liis  own  part,  had  seen  in 
the  death  of  George  I.  an  evil  omen  from  the  English 
quarter;  and  all  along,  in  spite  of  transient  appearances 
to  the  contrary,  had  said  to  himself,  "If  the  First 
George,  with  his  solemnities  and  tacit  sublimities,  was 
offensive  now  and  then,  what  will  the  Second  George 
be?  The  Second  George  has  been  an  offence  from  the 
beginning!"  In  which  notions  the  Smoking  Parliament, 
vitally  interested  to  do  it,  in  these  perilous  Soissons 
times,  big  with  the  fate  of  the  Empire  and  Universe,  is 
assiduous  to  confirm  his  Majesty.  The  Smoking  Par- 
liament, at  Potsdam,  at  Berlin,  in  the  solitudes  of 
Wusterhausen,  has  been  busy;  and  much  tobacco,  much 
meditation  and  insinuation  have  gone  up,  in  clouds  more 
abstruse  than  ever,  since  the  death  of  George  I. 

It  is  certain,  George  11.  was  a  proud  little  fellow; 
very  high  and  airy  in  his  ways;  not  at  all  the  man  to 
Friedrich  Wilhelm's  heart,  nor  reciprocally.  A  man  of 
some  worth,  too;  "scrupulously  kept  his  word,"  say 
the  witnesses:  a  man  always  conscious  to  himself,  "Am 
not  I  a  man  of  honour,  then?"  to  a  punctilious  degree. 
For  the  rest,  courageous  as  a  Welf ;  and  had  some  sense 
withal,  —  though  truly  not  much,  and  indeed,  as  it 
were,  none  at  all  in  comparison  to  what  he  supposed 
he  had!  —  One  can  fancy  the  aversion  of  the  little 
dapper  Koyalty  to  this  heavy-footed  Prussian  Barbarian, 
and  the  Prussian  Barbarian^s  to  him.  The  bloody  nose 
in  childhood  was  but  a  symbol  of  what  passed  iiaws^^ 
life.     In  return  for  his  bloody  nose,  '\i\^<^  (ac^>«t^^^  ^^ 
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years  the  elder,  had  carried-off  Caroline  of  Anspach; 
and  left  Friediich  Wilhelm  sorrowing,  a  neglected  cab, 
—  poor  honest  Beast  tragically  shorn  of  his  Beauty. 
Offences  could  not  fail;  these  two  Cousins  went  on 
offending  one  another  by  the  mere  act  of  living  simul- 
taneously. A  natural  hostility,  that  between  GreorgeH 
and Friedrich  Wilhelm;  anterior  to  Caroline  of  Anspadi, 
and  independent  of  the  collisions  of  interest  that  might 
fall-out  between  them.  Enmity  as  between  a  glanciiig 
self-satisfied  fop ,  and  a  loutish  thick-soled  man  of  parts, 
who  feels  himself  the  better  though  the  less  successful 
House-Mastiff  seeing  itself  neglected,  driven  to  its  hutch, 
for  a  tricksy  Ape  dressed-out  in  ribbons,  who  gets  fisivonr 
in  the  drawingroom. 

George,  I  perceive  by  the  very  State-Papers,  Greorge 
and  his  English  Lords  have  a  provoking  slighting  tone 
towards  Friedrich  Wilhelm;    they  answer  his   violent 
convictions,  and  thoroughgoing  rapid  proposals,  by  brief 
Official  negation,  with  an  air  of  superiority,  —  traces 
of  a  polite  sneer  perceptible  occasionally.  A  mere  Clown 
of  a  King,  thinks  Greorge;  a  mere  gesticulating  Cox- 
comb, thinks  Friedrich  Wilhelm.      "i/<?/n  Bruder  der 
ComOdiant^  My  Brother  the  Playactor"    (particoloured 
Merry- Andrew  of  a  highflying  turn)!  was  Friedrich  Wil- 
helm^s  private  name  for  him,    in  after  days.     Which 
Gteorge  repaid  by  one  equal  to   it,   "My  Brother  the 
Head -Beadle  of  the  Holy  Roman  Empire,"  —  "^r-r- 
Sandstreuer y^*  who  solemnly  brings  up  the  Sandbox  (no 
blotting-paper  yet  in  use)  when  the  Holy  Eoman  Em- 
pire is  pleased  to  write.     ^^  JErz-Sandstreuer,  Arch-Sand- 
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box-Beadle  of  the  Heilige  Rdmische  Reich:"  it  is  a  lum- 
bering nickname,  but  intrinsically  not  without  felicity, 
and  the  wittiest  thing  I  know  of  little  George. 

Special  cause  of  quarrel  they  had  none  that  was  of 
the  least  significance;  and,  at  this  time,  prudent  Mends 
were  striving  to  unite  them  closer  and  closer,  as  the 
true  policy  for  both;  English  Townshend  himself  rather 
wishing  it,  as  the  best  Prussian  Officials  eagerly  did; 
Queen  Sophie  passionate  for  it;  and  only  a  purchased 
Grumkow,  a  Seckendorf  and  the  Tobacco-Parliament 
Bet  against  it  The  Treaty  of  Wusterhausen  was  not 
known;  but  the  fact  of  some  Treaty  made  or  making, 
some  Imperial  negotiation  always  going  on,  was  too 
evident;  and  Friedrich  Wilhelm's  partialities  to  the 
Kaiser  and  his  Seckendorf  could  be  a  secret  nowhere. 

Negotiation  always  going  on,  we  say;  for  such  in- 
deed was  the  case,  —  the  Kaiser  striving  always  to  be 
loose  again  (having  excellent  reasons,  a  secret  bargain 
to  the  contrary,  to  wit!)  in  regard  to  that  Jiilich-and- 
Berg  Succession;  proposing  "substitutes  for  Jiilich  and 
Berg;"  and  Friedrich  Wilhelm  refiising  to  accept  any 
imaginable  substitute,  anything  but  the  article  itself 
So  that,  I  believe,  the  Treaty  of  Wusterhausen  was 
never  perfectly  ratified,  after  all;  but  hung,  for  so  many 
years,  always  on  the  point  of  being  so.  These  are  the 
uses  of  your  purchased  Grumkow,  and  of  riding  the 
length  of  a  Terrestrial  Equator  keeping  a  Majesty  in 
company.  K,  by  a  Double -Marriage  with  England, 
that  intricate  web  of  chicanery  had  been  once  fairly  slit 
in  two,  and  new  combinations  formed,   on  a  basis  not 

Carlyle,  Frederic  the  Great,  lU,  *•*■ 
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of  fast-and-loose,  conld  it  have  been  of  disadvantage  to 
either  of  the  Countries,  or  to  either  of  their  Kings?  — 
Beal  and  grave  causes  for  agreement  we  find;  real  or 
grave  causes  for  quarrel  none  anywhere.  But  liglit  oi 
imaginary  causes,  which  became  at  last  effectual,  can 
be  enumerated,  to  the  length  of  three  or  four: 

Cause  First:  the  Hanover  Joint- Heritages  j  which  are  not 

in  a  liquid  state. 

Firsts  the  "Ahlden  Heritage^'  was  one  caose  of  dis- 
agreement, which  lasted  long.  The  poor  Mother  d 
George  n.  and  of  Queen  Sophie  had  left  considenibli 
properties;  ** three  million  thaler s^^"*  that  is,  900,000 2.t 
say  some;  but  all  was  rather  in  an  unliqnid  state,  xHit 
so  much  as  her  Will  was  to  be  had.  The  Will,  wifl 
a  10,000/.  or  so,  was  in  the  hands  of  a  certain  Giaf 
von  Bar,  one  of  her  confidants  in  that  sad  imprison- 
ment: "money  lent  him,"  Biisching  says,*  "to  set-up* 
Wax-Bleachery  at  Cassel:"  —  and  the  said  Count  voa 
Bar  was  off  with  it.  Testamentary  Paper  and  all;  gone 
to  the  Reichshofrath  at  Vienna,  supreme  Judges,  in  dio 
Empire,  of  such  matters.  Who  accordingly  issued  hiffl 
a  "Protection,"  to  start  with:  so  that  when  the  Hanover 
people  attempted  to  lay  hold  of  the  questionable  wax- 
bleaching  Count,  at  Frankfurt-on-the-Mayn,  —p  secretif 

*  Beytrige  twr  Lebensgeschichte  dcnkto&rdiger  Personen  (H«U«,  ITtf- 
1789),  i.  806,  §  N&ssler*    Some  distracted  fractions  of  Bosinesa  Corretpoal* 
eaee  with  this  Bar ,  Vn  Memovrt  Qi\  ^ot>V\a  I^vt^xV^a   —  ^vnintelligible  u 
Qfoal  there. 
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sending  "a  lieutenant  and  twelve  men"  for  that  object, 
—  lie  produced  his  Protection  Paper,  and  the  lieutenant 
and  twelve  men  had  to  hasten  home  again.*  Count 
von  Bar  had  to  be  tried  at  law,  —  never  ask  with  what 
results;  —  and  this  itself  was  a  long  story.  Then  as 
to  the  other  properties  of  the  poor  Duchess,  question 
arises.  Are  they  allodia^  or  are  they  feuda,  —  that  is 
to  say,  shall  the  Son  have  them,  or  the  Daughter?  In 
short,  there  was  no  end  to  questions.  Friedrich  Wil- 
helm  has  an  Envoy  at  Hanover,  one  Kannegiesser, 
labouring  at  Hanover,  the  second  of  such  he  has  been 
obliged  to  send;  who  finds  plenty  of  employment  in 
that  matter.  "My  Brother  the  Comddiant  quietly  put 
his  Father's  Will  in  his  pocket,  I  have  heard;  and  paid 
no  regard  to  it  (except  what  he  was  compelled  to  pay, 
by  Chesterfield  and  others):  will  he  do  the  like  with 
his  poor  Mother's  Will?'*  Patience,  your  Majesty:  he 
is  not  a  covetous  man,  but  a  self-willed  and  a  proud, — 
always  conscious  to  himself  that  he  is  the  soul  of  honour, 
this  poor  Brother  King! 

Nay  withal,  before  these  testamentary  bickerings 
are  settled,  here  has  a  new  Joint  Heritage  fallen:  on 
which  may  rise  discussions.  Poor  Uncle  Ernst  of  Osna* 
brUck,  —  to  whom  George  L,  chased  by  Death,  went 
galloping  for  shelter  that  night,  and  who  could  only 
weep  over  his  poor  Brother  dead,  —  has  not  survived 
him  many  months.  The  youngest  Brother  of  the  lot  is 
now  gone  too.     Electress  Sophie's  Seven  are  now  all 

•  Beytrdge  gur  Lebensgesohiohte  denkwftrdiger  Personen  ViaL«a\*%  \1%*- 
J7S9J,  i.  SOB,  §  mssler. 
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gone.  She  had  six  sons:  four  became  Austrian  soldiers, 
three  of  whom  perished  in  war  long  since;  the  other 
three,  the  Bishop,  the  King,  the  eldest  of  the  Soldiers, 
have  all  died  within  two  years  (1726 — 1728):*  Sophie 
Charlotte,  "Republican  Queen"  of  Prussia,  Friedrich 
Wilhelm's  Mother,  whom  we  knew  long  since,  was  the 
one  Daughter.  Her  also  Uncle  Ernst  saw  die,  in  his 
youth,  as  we  may  remember.  They  are  all  dead.  And 
now  the  Heritages  are  to  settle,  at  least  the  recent  part 
of  them.  Let  Kannegiesser  keep  his  eyes  open.  Kan- 
negiesser  is  an  expert  high-mannered  man;  but  said  to 
be  subject  to  sharpness  of  temper;  and  not  in  the  Best 
favour  with  the  Hanover  people.     That  is  Cause  first 

Cause  Second:  the  Troubles  of  Mecklenburg. 

Then,  secondly^  there  is  the  Business  of  Mecklen- 
burg; deplorable  Business  for  Mecklenburg,  and  for 
everybody  within  wind  of  it,  —  my  poor  readers  in- 
cluded. Eeaders  remember,  —  what  reader  can  ever 
forget?  —  that  extraordinary  Duke  of  Mecklenburg,  the 
"Unique  of  Husbands,"  as  we  had  to  call  him,  who 
came  with  his  extraordinary  Duchess,  to  wait  on  her 
Uncle  Peter,  the  Hussian  (say  rather  Samoiedic)  Czar, 
at  Magdeburg,  a  dozen  years  ago?  We  feared  it  was 
in  the  fates  we  might  meet  that  man  again;  and  so  it 
^tums  out!  The  Unique  of  Husbands  has  proved  also 
to  be  the   unluckiest  of  Misgoverning  Dukes   in  his 

*  MIchaells,  1. 163.  See  Feder,  Rnrf^rttinn  Sophie;  Hoppe,  Getchichte 
ier  Stadt  Hannover i  Ao» 
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epoch;  and  spreads  mere  trouble  all  round  him.  Meck- 
lenburg is  in  a  bad  way,  this  long  while,  especially 
these  ten  years  past.  "Owing  to  the  Charles -Twelfth 
Wars,"  or  whatever  it  was  owing  to,  this  unlucky  Duke 
had  fallen  into  want  of  more  money;  and  impoverished 
Mecklenburg  alleged  that  it  was  in  no  condition  to  pay 
more.  Almost  on  his  accession,  while  the  tar-barrels 
were  still  blazing,  years  before  we  ever  saw  him,  he 
demanded  new  subvention  from  his  Bitter s  (the  "Squires" 
of  the  Country) ;  subvention  new  in  Mecklenburg,  though 
common  in  other  sovereign  German  States,  and  at  one 
time  in  Mecklenburg  too.  The  Kitters  would  not  pay; 
the  Duke  would  compel  them:  Kitters  appeal  to  Kaiser 
in  Reichshofrath,  who  proves  favourable  to  the  Ritters. 
Duke  still  declines  obeying  Kaiser;  asserts  that  "he  is 
himself  in  such  matter  the  sovereign:"  Kaiser  Eliminates 
what  of  rusty  thunder  he  has  about  him;  to  which  the 
Duke,  flung  on  his  back  by  it,  still  continues  contu- 
macious in  mind  and  tongue:  and  so  between  thunder 
and  contumacy,  as  between  hammer  and  stithy,  the 
poor  Country  writhes  painfully  ever  since,  and  is  an 
affliction  to  everybody  near  it 

For  ten  years  past,  the  unluckiest  of  Misgoverning 
Dukes  has  been  in  utter  controversy  with  his  Ritters; 
—  at  law  with  them  before  the  Courts  of  the  Empire, 
nay  occasionally  trying  certain  of  them  himself,  and 
cutting  off  their  heads;  getting  Russian  regiments,  and 
then  obliged  to  renounce  Russian  regiments; — ^in  short, 
a  very  great  trouble  to  mankind  thereabouts.*    So  that 

•  Hichaelis,  11.416-485. 
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the  Kaiser  in  Eeichshofrath,  abont  the  date  indicated 
(Year  1719),  found  good  to  send  military  coercion  on 
him;  and  entrusted  that  function  to  the  Hanover-Bmns- 
wick  people,  to  George  I.  more  especially;  to  whom, 
as  Kreis-Hauptmann  ("  Captain  of  the  Circle,"  Circle  of 
Lower-Saxony,  where  the  contumacy  had  occurred), 
such  function  naturally  fell  The  Hanover  Sovereignty, 
sending  13,000  men,  horse,  foot .  and  artillery  into 
Mecklenburg,  soon  did  their  function,  with  only  some 
slight  flourishes  of  fighting  on  the  part  of  the  con- 
tumacious Duke,  —  in  which  his  chief  Captain,  one 
Schwerin,  distinguishes  himself:  Kurt  von  Schwerin, 
whom  we  shall  know  better  by  and  by,  for  he  went 
into  the  Prussian  service  shortly  after.  Colonel  von 
Schwerin  did  well  what  was  in  him;  but  could  not 
save  a  refractory  Duke,  against  such  odds.  The  con- 
tumacious Duke  was  obliged  to  fly  his  country;  — 
deposed,  or,  to  begin  with,  suspended,  a  Brother  of  his 
being  put  in  as  interim  Duke:  —  and  the  Unique  of 
Husbands  and  paragon  of  Mismanaging  Dukes  lives 
about  Dantzig  ever  since,  on  a  Pension  allowed  him 
by  his  interim  Brother;  contumacious  to  the  last;  and 
still  stirring-up  strife,  though  now  with  diminished 
means.  Uncle  Peter  being  now  dead,  and  Eussian  help 
much  cut  off. 

The  Hanover  Sovereignties  did  their  function  soon 

enough:  but  their  "expenses  for  it,"  these  they  have  in 

vain  demanded  ever  since.    "No  money  to  be  got  from 

ifecklenburg;   and  Mftckl«cJa\ir^  owes  us  "ten  tons  of 

g-old," —  that  IB  to  Bay,  l.Ci^^fi^^  'Oa.^^^^.^^x^s^^  \.^^asr^ 
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he  tenth  part  of  a  million  in  that  coin.  Hanover, 
herefore,  holds  possession,  —  and  has  held  ever  since, 
rith  competent  small  military  force,  —  of  certain 
)istricts  in  Mecklenburg:  Taxes  of  these  will  subsist 
lur  soldiery  in  the  interim,  and  yield  interest;  the 
►rincipal  once  paid,  we  at  once  give  them  up:  prin- 
ipal,  by  these  schedules,  if  you  care  to  count  them,  is 
•ne  million  thalers  (ten  Tonnen  Goldes,  as  above  said), 
►r  about  150,000Z.  And  so  it  has  stood  for  ten  years 
»ast;  Mecklenburg  the  most  anarchic  of  countries,  owing 
0  the  kind  of  Eitters  and  kind  of  Duke  it  has.  Poor 
ouls,  it  is  evident  they  have  all  lost  their  beaten  road, 
Lnd  got  among  the  ignes  fatui  and  peat-pools:  none 
:nows  the  necessities  and  sorrows  of  this  poor  idle 
)uke  himself!  In  his  young  years,  before  accession, 
le  once  tried  soldiering;  served  one  campaign  with 
Charles  XII.,  but  was  glad  to  "return  to  Hamburg" 
Lgain,  to  the  peaceable  scenes  of  fashionable  life  there.* 
Chen  his  Kussian  Unique  of  Wives:  —  his  probable 
tdventures,  prior  and  subsequent,  in  Uncle  Peter's 
phere,  can  these  have  been  pleasant  to  him?  The 
mgry  Eitters,  too,  their  country  had  got  much  trampled 
0  pieces  in  the  Charles-Twelfth  Wars,  Stralsund  Sieges: 
Qoney  seemed  necessary  to  the  Duke,  and  the  Eitters 
f  ere  very  scarce  of  it  Add,  on  both  sides,  pride  and 
rant  of  sense,  with  mutual  anger  going-on  crescendo; 
lud  we  have  the  sad  phenomeiion  now  visible:  A  Duke 

*  See  German  Spy  (London,  1725,  by  Ledlard,  Biographer  qC  KvV<> 
lorough)  for  a  lively  picture  of  tlie  thenHaTXibuTg«  —  t««Qt^  ot'^t^'C^^t:^ 
foaJed'IdleneBa ,  aa  well  an  of  better  tblngt* 
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fled  to  Dantzig,  anarchic  Eitters  none  the  better  for 
his  going;  Duke  perhaps  threatening  to  return,  and 
much  flurrying  his  poor  interim  Brother,  and  stiiriiig 
up  the  Anarchies:  —  in  brief,  Mecklenburg  become  a 
house  on  fire,  for  behoof  of  neighbours  and  self. 

In  these  miserable  brabbles  Friedrich  Wilhelm  did 
not  hitherto  officially  interfere;  though  not  uninterested 
in  them;  being  a  next  neighbour,  and  even,  by  known 
treaties,  "eventual  heir,"  should  the  Mecklenburg  Line 
die  out.  But  we  know  he  was  not  in  favour  with  the 
Kaiser,  in  those  old  years;  so  the  military  coercion  had 
been  done  by  other  hands,  and  he  had  not  shared  in 
the  management  at  all.  He  merely  watched  the  course 
of  things;  always  advised  the  Duke  to  submit  to  Law, 
and  be  peaceable;  was  sometimes  rather  sorry  for  him, 
too,  as  would  appear. 

Last  year,  however  (1728),  —  doubtless  it  was  one 
of  Seckendorf's  minor  measures,  done  in  Tobacco-Pa^ 
liament,  —  Friedrich  Wilhelm,  now  a  pet  of  the  Kai- 
ser's, is  discovered  to  be  fairly  concerned  in  that  matter; 
and  is  conjoined  with  the  Hanover-Brunswick  Commis- 
sioners for  Mecklenburg;  Kaiser  specially  requiring  that 
his  Prussian  Majesty  shall  **help  in  executing  Lnperial 
Orders"  in  the  neighbouring  Anarchic  Country.  Which 
rather  huffed  little  George,  —  hitherto,  since  his  Father's 
death,  the  principal,  or  as  good  as  sole  Commissioner, 
—  if  so  big  a  Britannic  Majesty  could  be  huffed  by 
paltry  slights  of  that  kind!  Friedrich  Wilhelm,  who 
has  much  meditated  Mecklenburg,  strains  his  intellect, 
sometimes  to  an  intense  degree,  to  find  out  ways  of 
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settling  it;  George,  who  has  never  cared  to  meditate  it, 
nor  been  able  if  he  had,  is  capable  of  sniffing  scorn- 
fully at  Friedrich  Wilhelm's  projects  on  the  matter,  and 
dismissing  them  as  moonshine.*  To  a  wise  much-me- 
ditative House-Mastiff,  can  that  be  pleasant,  from  an 
unthinking  dizened  creature  of  the  Ape  species?  The 
troubles  of  Mecklenburg,  and  discrepancies  thereupon, 
are  capable  of  becoming  a  second  source  of  quarrel. 

Causes  Third  and  Fourth;  —  a7id  Cause  Fifth,  worth  all 

the  others. 

Cause  third  is  the  old  story  of  recruiting;  a  standing 
cause  between  Prussia  and  all  its  neighbours.  And  the 
fourth  cause  is  the  tiniest  of  all:  the  "Meadow  of  Cla- 
mei."  Meadow  of  Clamei,  some  square  yards  of  boggy 
ground;  which,  after  long  study,  one  does  find  to  exist 
in  the  obscurest  manner,  discoverable  in  the  best  Maps 
of  Germany,  —  some  twenty  miles  south  of  the  Elbe 
river,  on  the  boundary  between  Hanover-Liineburg  and 
Prussia-Magdeburg,  dubious  on  which  side  of  the  boun- 
dary. Lonesome  unknown  Patch  of  Meadow,  lying  far 
amid  peaiy  wildernesses  in  those  Salzwedel  regions: 
unknown  to  all  writing  mortals  as  yet;  but  which 
threatens,  in  this  summer  of  1729,  to  become  famous 
as  Eunnymead  among  the  Meadows  of  "HlstoTjl  And 
the  fifth  cause  —  In  short,  there  was  no  real  "cause" 
of  the  least  magnitude;  the  effect  was  produced  by  the 
combination  of  many  small  and  imaginary  ones.    l!^x^ 

*  Dabourgay  Despatchea  and  the  AnaweTS  to  t\xeta  ^ox«  \2ci«»l  ^\i<^<^<> 
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if  there  is  a  will  to  quarrel,  we  know  there  is  a  way. 
And  perhaps  the  fifth  nameable  cause,  in  efficiency 
worth  all  the  others  together,  might  be  found  in  tiie 
Debates  of  the  Smoking  Parliament  that  season,  were 
the  Journal  of  its  Proceedings  extant!  We  gather 
symptoms,  indisputable  enough,  of  very  diligent  elabo- 
rations and  insinuations  there;  and  conclude  that  to 
have  been  the  really  effective  cause.  Clouds  had  risen 
between  the  two  Courts;  but  except  for  the  Tobacco- 
Parliament  there  never  could  have  thunder  come  from 
them. 

Very  soon  after  George's  accession  there  began 
clouds  to  rise;  the  perfectly  accomplished  little  George 
assuming  a  severe  and  high  air  towards  his  rustic 
Brother-in-law.  "We  cannot  stand  these  Prussian  en- 
listments and  encroachments;  rectify  these,  in  a  high 
and  severe  manner!"  says  George  to  his  Hanover 
Officials.  George  is  not  warm  on  his  throne  till  there 
comes  in,  accordingly,  from  the  Hanover  Officials  a 
Complaint  to  that  effect,  and  even  a  List  of  Hanoverian 
subjects  who  are,  owing  to  various  injustices,  now 
serving  in  the  Prussian  ranks:  "Tour  Prussian  Majesty 
is  requested  to  return  us  these  men!" 

This  List  is  dated  22d  January  1728;  George  only 
a  few  months  old  in  his  new  authority  as  yet  The 
Prussian  Majesty  grumbles  painfully  responsive:  "Will, 
with  eagerness,  do  whatever  is  just;  most  surely!  But 
is  his  Britannic  Majesty  aware?  Hanover  Officials  are 
qvdte  xniflinfonaed  aa  \.o  ^^  <£Ytcvaxi%\sfisi^^^^     —  vbbA. 
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does  not  return  any  of  the  men.  Merely  a  pacific 
grumble,  and  nothing  done  in  regard  to  the  complaints. 
Then  there  is  the  Meadow  of  Clamei  which  we  spoke 
of:  "That  belongs  to  Brandenburg,  you  say?  Never- 
theless the  contiguous  parts  of  Hanover  have  rights 
upon  it.  Some  'eight  cart-loads  of  hay,'  worth  say 
almost  5Z.  or  lOZ.  sterling:  who  is  to  mow  that  grass, 
I  wonder?"  — 

Triedrich  Wilhelm  feels  that  all  this  is  a  pettifogging 
vexatious  course  of  procedure;  and  that  his  little  Cousin 
the  Comodiant  is  not  treating  him  very  like  a  gentleman. 
"Is  he,  your  Majesty!"  suggests  the  Smoking  Parlia- 
ment. —  About  the  middle  of  March,  Dubourgay  hears 
Borck,  an  Official  not  of  the  Grumkow  party,  sulkily 
commenting  on  "the  constant  hostility  of  the  Hanover 
Ministry  to  us"  in  all  manner  of  points;  —  inquires 
withal.  Could  not  Mecklenburg  be  somehow  settled,  his 
Prussian  Majesty  being  somewhat  anxious  upon  it?* 
Anxious,  yes:  his  poor  Majesty,  intensely  meditative 
of  such  a  matter  in  the  night-watches,  is  capable  of 
springing  out  of  bed,  with  an  "Eureka!  I  have  found 
what  will  do!"  and  demanding  writing  materials.  He 
writes  or  dictates  in  his  shirt,  the  good  anxious  Ma- 
jesty; despatches  his  Eureka  by  estafette  on  the  wings 
of  the  wind:  and  your  Townshend,  your  un-meditative 
George,  receives  it  with  curt  offici«J  negative,  and  a 
polite  sneer.** 

A  few  weeks  farther  on,  this  is  what  the  News- 

•  Despatch,  17th  March  1739. 
•»  DaboargBj',  mb- 14th  April  ITW;  and  Ihc  ^TisN?wttom^X.»^*.^^**' 
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papers  report  of  Mecklenburg,  in  spite  of  his  Prossian 
Majesty's  desire  to  have  some  mercy  shown  the  poor 
infatuated  Duke:  "The  Elector  of  Hanover  and  the 
Duke  of  Brunswick-Wolfenbtlttel,"  his  Britannic  Majesty 
and  Squire  in  that  sad  Business,  ^^ refuse  to  withdraw 
"their  forces  out  of  Mecklenburg,  or  part  with  the 
"Chest  of  the  Revenues  thereof,  until  an  entire  satis- 
"  faction  be  given  them  for  the  arrears  of  the  Charges 
"they  have  been  at  in  putting  the  Sentence  of  the 
"Aulic  Council"  (Kaiser's  Beickshofrath  and  msiy 
thunder)  "against  the  said  Duke."* 

Matters  grew  greatly  worse  when  George  paid  his 
first  Visit  to  Hanover  in  character  of  King,  early  in  the 
Summer  of  1729.  Part  of  his  road  lies  through  Prus- 
sian territory:  "Shall  he  have  free  post-horses,  as  his 
late  Majesty  was  wont?"  asks  the  Prussian  Official 
person.  "If  he  write  to  request  them,  yes,"  answers 
Friedrich  Wilhelm;  "if  he  'don't  write,  no."  Greorge  does 
not  write;  pays  for  his  post-horses;  —  flourishes  along 
to  Hanover,  in  absolute  silence  towards  his  clownish 
Brother-in-law.  You  would  say  he  looks  over  the 
head  of  him,  as  if  there  were  no  such  clown  in  exis- 
tence; —  he  has  never  yet  so  much  as  notified  his  ar- 
rival. "What  is  this?  There  exists  no  Prussia,  then, 
for  little  George?"  Friedrich  Wilhelm's  inarticulate, 
interjectionary  utterances,  in  clangorous  metallic  tone, 
we  can  fancy  them,  now  and  then;  and  the  Tobacco- 

*  Salmon**  Chronological  Historian  (London,  1748,  ^  a  Book  never  to 
be  qnoled  withoat  oaoUoTx'),  W.  %\%\  —  ^«x%  V^cwvi^»\.^^\3xtA  new  style), 
10Uk  July  1729. 
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Parliament  is  busy!  British  Minister  Dubourgay,  steady 
old  military  gentleman,  who  spells  imperfectly,  but  is 
intent  to  keep  down  mischief,  writes  at  last  to  Hanover, 
submissively  suggesting,  "Could  not,  as  was  the  old 
wont,  some  notification  of  the  Eling^s  arrival  be  sent 
hither,  which  would  console  his  Prussian  Majesty?" 
To  which  my  Lord  Townshend  answers,  "Has  not 
been  the  custom,  I  am  informed"  {wrong  informed, 
your  Lordship);  "not  necessary  in  the  circumstances." 
Which  is  a  high  course  between  neighbours,  and  royal 
gentlemen  and  kinsfolk.  The  Prussian  Court  hereupon 
likewise  shuts  its  lips;  no  mention  of  the  Hanoverian 
Court,  not  even  by  her  Majesty  and  to  Englishmen, 
for  several  weeks  past.*  Some  inarticulate  metallic 
growl,  in  private,  at  dinner  or  in  the  Tabaks-Collegium: 
the  rest  is  truculent  silence.  Nor  are  our  poor  Hanover 
Kecruits  (according  to  our  List  of  Pressed  Hanoverians) 
in  the  least  sent  back;  nor  the  Clamei  Meadows 
setaed;  "Big  Meadow"  or  "Little  one,"  both  of 
which  the  Brandenburgers  have  mown  in  the  mean 
time. 

Hanover  Pressed  men  not  coming  home,  —  I  think, 
not  one  of  them,  —  the  Hanover  Officials  decide  to 
seize  such  Prussian  Soldiers  as  happen  to  be  seizable, 
in  Hanover  Territory.  The  highway  in  that  border 
country,  runs  now  on  this  side  of  the  march,  now  on 
that;  —  watch  well,  and  you  will  get  Prussian  soldiers 
&om  time  to  time!  Which  the  Hanover  people  do; 
and  seize  several,  common  men  and  eveu  q&kj^s^»  ^&ss&^ 

*  Dnboargay. 
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is  once  more  a  high  course  of  proceeding.  Here  is 
coal  to  raise  smoke  enough,  if  well  blown  npon,  — 
which,  with  Seckendorf  and  Gnimkow  working  the 
bellows,  we  may  well  fancy  it  was!  But  listen  to  what 
follows,  independently  of  bellows. 

On  the  28th  June  1729,  hay  lying  now  quite  dry 
upon  the  Meadow  of  Clamei,  lo,  the  Bailiff  of  Hano- 
verian Biihlitz,  —  Unpicturesque  Traveller  will  find 
the  peat-smoky  little  Village  of  Biihlitz  near  by  a  dusty 
little  Town  called  Lfichow,  midway  from  Hamburg  to 
Magdeburg;  altogether  peaty,  mossy  country;  in  the 
Salzwedel  district,  where  used  to  be  Wendic  popula- 
tions, and  a  Mark  or  Border  Fortress  of  Salzwedel  set 
up  against  them:  —  Bailiff  of  Biihlitz,  I  say,  sallies 
forth  with  several  carts,  with  all  the  population  of  the 
Village,  with  a  troop  of  horse  to  escort,  and  probably 
flags  flying  and  some  kind  of  drums  beating;  —  pub- 
licly rakes  together  the  hay,  defiant  of  the  Prussian 
Majesty  and  all  men;  loads  it  on  his  carts,  and  rolls 
home  with  it;  leaving  to  the  Brandenburgers  nothing 
but  stubble,  and  the  memory  of  having  mown  for 
Hanover  to  eat.  This  is  the  28th  June  1729;  King 
of  Prussia  is  now  at  Magdeburg,  reviewing  his  troops; 
within  a  hundred  miles  of  these  contested  quag-coun- 
tries: who  can  blame  him  that  he  flames-up  now  into 
clear  blaze  of  royal  indignation?  The  correspondence 
henceforth  becomes  altogether  lively:  but  in  the  Bri- 
tannic Archives  there  is  nothing  of  it,  —  Dubourgay 
having  received  wanmi^  ^om  tdl^  "Lord  Townshend  to 
be  altogether  ignoiaai  ^i  ^^  \sN».NXKt  V^T^^^^^-^ja.^  ^ssS^ 
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let  the  Hanover  Officials  manage  it.  His  Prussian 
Majesty  returns  home  in  the  most  tempestuous  con- 
dition. 

We  may  judge  what  a  time  Queen  Sophie  had  of 
it;  what  scenes  there  were  with  Crown-Prince  Friedrich 
and  Wilhelmina,  in  her  Majesty's  Apartment  and  else- 
where! Friedrich  Wilhelm  is  fast  mounting  to  the 
redhot  pitch.  The  bullyings,  the  beatings  even,  of 
these  poor  Children,  love-sick  one  of  them,  are  lament- 
able to  hear  of,  as  all  the  world  has  heard:  —  "Dis- 
obedient unnatural  whelps,  biting  the  heels  of  your 
poor  old  parent  mastiff  in  his  extreme  need,  what  is  to 
be  done  with  you?"  Fritz  he  often  enough  beats, 
gives  a  slap  to  with  his  rattan;  has  hurled  a  plate  at 
him,  on  occasion,  when  bad  topics  rose  at  table;  nay 
at  Wilhelmina  too,  she  says:  but  the  poor  children 
always  ducked,  and  nothing  but  a  little  noise,  and  loss 
of  crockery  ensued.  Fritz  he  deliberately  detests,  as 
a  servant  of  the  Devil,  incorrigibly  rebelling  against 
the  paternal  will,  and  going  on  those  dissolute  courses: 
a  silly  French  cockatoo,  suspected  of  disbelief  in 
Scripture;  given  to  nothing  but  fifing  and  playbooks; 
who  will  bring  Prussia  and  himself  to  a  bad  end. 
"God  grant  he  do  not  finish  on  the  gallows !''  sighed 
the  sad  Father  once  to  Grumkow.  The  records  of 
these  things  lie  written  far  and  wide,  in  the  archives 
of  many  countries  as  well  as  in  Wilhelmina's  Book. 

To  me  there  was  one  undiplomatic  reflection  con- 
tinually present:  Heavens,  could  nobod.-^  V«n^  %^*v»  "»• 
bi*  oi  rope,  and  banged  those  twoI>vg\oT£vaJaa  «w»S^^s«r' 
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clearly  of  the  scoundrel  genus,  more  than  common 
pickpockets  are?  Thereby  had  certain  young  hearts, 
and  honest  old  ones  too,  escaped  being  broken;  and 
many  a  thing  might  have  gone  better  than  it  did. 
Jami'Bleu,  Herr  Feldzeugmeister,  though  you  are  an 
orthodox  Protestant,  this  thousandfold  perpetual  habit 
of  distilled-lying  seems  to  me  a  bad  one.  I  do  not 
blame  an  old  military  gentleman,  with  a  brow  so 
puckered  as  yours,  for  having  little  of  the  milk  of 
human  kindness  so-called:  but  this  of  breaking,  by 
force  of  lies  merely,  and  for  your  own  uses,  the  hearts 
of  poor  innocent  creatures,  nay  of  grinding  them  slowly 
in  the  mortar,  and  employing  their  Father^s  hand  to 
do  it  withal;  this  —  Herr  General,  forgive  me,  bnt 
there  are  moments  when  I  feel  as  if  the  extinction  of 
probably  the  intensest  scoundrel  of  that  epoch  might 
have  been  a  satisfactory  event!  —  Alas,  it  could  not 
be.  Seckendorf  is  lying  abroad  for  his  Kaiser;  ^^the 
only  really  able  man  we  have,"  says  Eugene  some- 
times. Snuffles  and  lisps;  and  travels  in  all,  as  they 
count,  about  25,000  miles,  keeping  his  Majesty  in  com- 
pany. Here  are  some  glimpses  into  the  interior,  dull 
but  at. first-hand,  which  are  worth  clipping  and  conden- 
sing from  Dubourgay,  with  their  dates: 

SOth  July  1729.  To  the  respectable  old  Brigadier,  this  day 
or  yesterday,  "her  Majesty,  all  in  tears,  complained  of  her 
"situation:  King  is  nigh  losing  his  senses  on  account  of  the 
"  differences  withHanover ;  goes  from  bed  to  bed  in  the  night- 
"  time,  and  from  chamber  to  chamber  .^  '  like  one  whose  brains 
''are  turned.^    Took  a^t ,  «A.\wo\xi^^\SLQrssffiL^^  >is^^  ^\j^Va 
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**  off  to  Wusterhausen: "  —  about  a  year  ago  Seckendorf  and 
Gmmkow  had  built  a  Lodge  out  there,  where  his  Majesty, 
when  he  liked,  could  be  snug  and  private  with  them:  thither 
his  Majesty  now  rushed,  at  two  in  the  morning ;  but  seemingly 
found  little  assuagement.  "Since  his  return,  he  gives  him- 
"self  up  entirely  to  drink:  —  Seckendorf,"  the  snuffling 
Belial,  "is  busy,  above  ground  and  below;  has  been  heard 
"  sayiDg,  He  alone  could  settle  these  businesses ,  Double-Mar- 
' '  riage  and  all ,  would  her  Majesty  but  trust  him ! "  — 

"  The  King  will  not  suffer  the  Prince-Royal  to  sit  next 
''his  Majesty  at  table,  but  obliges  him  to  go  to  the  lower 
"end;  where  things  are  bo  ordered,"  says  the  sympathetic 
Dubourgay,  "  that  the  poor  Prince  often  rises  without  getting 
'*one  bit,"  —  woe's  me  I  "Insomuch  that  the  Queen  was 
"  obliged  two  days  ago"  (28th  July  1729,  let  us  date  such  an 
occurrence)  "to  send,  by  one  of  the  servants  who  could  be 
"  trusted ,  a  Box  of  cold  fowls  and  other  eatables  for  his  Royal 
**  Highness's  subsistence ! "  * 

In  the  first  blaze  of  the  outrage  at  Clamei,  Fried- 
rich  Wilhelm's  ardent  mind  suggested  to  him  the 
method  of  single  combat:  defiance  of  George,  by  cartel, 
To  give  the  satisfaction  of  a  gentleman.  There  have 
been  such  instances  on  the  part  of  Sovereigns;  though 
they  are  rare:  Karl  Ludwig  of  the  Pfalz,  Winter-king's 
Son,  for  example,  did,  as  is  understood,  challenge 
Turenne  for  burning  the  Pfalz  {first  burning  that  poor 
country  got) ;  but  nothing  came  of  it,  owing  to  Turenne's 
prudence.  Friedrich  Wilhelm  sees  well  that  it  all 
comes  from  George's  private  humour:  Why  should 
human   blood    be   shed   except   Qeoi^^'%   «sA  \ass^^^ 

*  Dabonrgay,  80tlx  3a\y  ll^^* 
Carlyle,  Frederic  the  Great,  III*  ^ 
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Friedrich  Wilhelm  is  decisive  for  sending  off  the  cartel*, 
he  has  even  settled  the  particulars,  and  sees  in  Ms 
glowing  poetic  mind  how  the  transaction  may  be:  say, 
at  Hildesheim  for  place;  Derschau  shall  be  mj  second; 
Brigadier  Sutton  (if  anybody  now  know  such  a  man) 
may  be  his.  Seconds,  place  and  general  outline  he  has 
schemed  out,  and  fixed,  so  far  as  depends  on  one 
party;  will  fairly  fence  and  fight  this  insolent  little 
Boyal  Gentleman;  give  the  world  a  spectacle  (which 
might  have  been  very  wholesome  to  the  vrorld)  of  two 
Kings  voiding  their  quarrel  by  duel  and  fair  personal 
fence. 

In  England  the  report  goes,  "not  without  founda- 
tion," think  Lord  Hervey  and  men  of  sarcastic  insight 
in  the  higher  circles.  That  it  was  his  Britannic  Majesty 
who  "sent  or  would  have  sent  a  challenge  of  single 
"combat  to  his  Prussian  Majesty,"  the  latter  being  the 
passive  party!  Beport  flung  into  an  inverse  posture, 
as  is  liable  to  happen;  "going"  now  with  its  feet  up- 
permost; "not  without  foundation,"  thinks  Lord  Hervey. 
"But  whether  it"  (the  cartel)  "was  carried  and  re- 
"jected,  or  whether  the  prayers  and  remonstrances  of 
"LordTownshend  prevented  the  gauntlet  being  actually 
"thrown  down,  is  a  point  which,  to  me"  (Lord  Hervey) 
"at  least,  has  never  been  cleared."* 

The  Prussian  Ministers,  no  less  than  Townshend 
would,  feel  well  that  this  of  Duel  will  never  do.    Asto- 
nishment, flebile  ludibrium,  tragical  tehee  from  gods  and 
men,  will  come  of  the  Duel!  But  how  to  turn  it  aside? 
•  Lord  Heryey :  Memoirs  of  Gcot^e  V\.  ^^tv^^xi.  ^\^«^^  v yev. 
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For  the  King  is  determined.  His  truculent  veracity  of 
mind  points  out  this  as  the  real  way  for  him;  reason- 
ing, entreating  are  to  no  purpose.  "The  true  method, 
I  tell  you!  As  to  the  world  and  its  cackling,  — -  let 
the  world  cackle!"  At  length  Borck  hits  on  a  con- 
sideration: "Your  Majesty  has  been  ill  lately;  hand 
perhaps  not  so  steady  as  usual?  Now  if  it  should  turn 
out  that  your  Majesty  proved  so  inferior  to  yourself  as 
to  —  Good  Heavens!"  This,  it  is  said,  was  the  point 
that  staggered  his  Majesty.  Tobacco-Parliament,  and 
Borck  there,  pushed  its  advantage:  the  method  of  duel 
(prevalent  through  the  early  part  of  July,  I  should 
guess)  was  given  up.*  Why  was  there  no  Hansard  in 
that  Institution  of  the  Country?  Patience,  idle  reader! 
We  shall  get  some  scraps  of  the  Debates,  on  other  sub- 
jects, by  and  by.  —  But  hear  Dubourgay  again,  in  the 
absence  of  Morning  Newspapers: 

Auffust  9th,  1729.  "Berlin  looks  altogether  warlike.  At 
"Magdeburg  they  are  busy  making  ovens  to  bake  Ammuni- 
"tion-bread;  Artillery  is  getting  hauled  out  of  the  Arsenal 
"here;"  all  is  clangour,  din  of  preparation,  f'lt  is  said  the 
"King  will  fall  on  Mecklenburg;*'  can  at  once,  if  he  like. 
*  These  intolerable^  usages  from  England*  (Seckendorf  is  ru- 
moured to  have  said),  ^can  your  Majesty  endure  them  for- 
ever? Why  not  marry  the  Prince-Royal,  at  once,  to  an- 
other Princess,  and  have  done  with  them!*  — or  words  to 
that  effect,  as  reported  by  Court-rumour  to  her  Majesty  and 
Dubourgay.    And  there  is  a  Princess  talked  of  for  this  match, 

•  Bielfeld :  Letires  familiires  et  autres  (SeconA  «^\.Votv  ,  'i  n«A%»  \a^\^*n 
27 B7),  J,  117,  118, 
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Russian  Princess ,  little  Czar's  Sister  (little  Czar  to  have  Wil- 
helmina,  Double-Marriage  to  be  withBossia,  not  with  Eng- 
land); but  the  little  Czar  soon  died,  little  Czar's  Sister  went 
out  of  sight,  or  I  know  not  what  happened,  and  only  brief 
rumour  came  of  that. 

As  for  the  Crown-Prince ,  he  has  not  fallen  desperate;  no; 
but  appears  to  have  strange  schemes  in  him,  deep  under  coyer. 
''He  has  said  to  a  confidant"  (Wilhelmina,  it  is  probable), 
"*  As  to  his  ill-treatment,  he  well  knew  to  free  himself  of  l^at'" 
(will  fly  to  foreign  parts ,  your  Highness  ?) ,  "  *  and  would  haye 
'^  done  so  long  since ,  were  it  not  for  his  Sister,  upon  whom  the 
*' whole  weight  of  his  Father's  resentment  would  then  fall 
"Happen  what  will,  therefore,  he  is  resolved  to  share  with 
"her  all  the  hardships  which  the  King  his  Father  may  be 
"pleased  to  put  upon  her.'  "*  Means  privately  a  flight  to 
England ,  Dubourgay  sees ,  and  in  a  reticent  diplomatic  way  is 
glad  to  see. 

I  possess  near  a  dozen  Hanoverian  and  Pmssian 
Despatches  upon  this  strange  Business;  but  should 
shudder  to  inflict  them  on  any  innocent  reader.  Clear, 
grave  Despatches,  very  brief  and  just,  especially  on 
the  Prussian  side:  and  on  a  matter,  too,  which  truly  is 
not  lighter  than  any  other  Despatch  matter  of  that  in- 
trinsically vacant  Epoch:  —  0  reader,  would  I  could 
bury  all  vacant  talk  and  writing  whatsoever,  as  I  do 
these  poor  Despatches  about  the  "eight  cartloads  of 
hay  I"  Friedrich  Wilhelm  is  fairplay  itself;  will  do  all 
things  that  Earth  or  Heaven  can  require  of  him.  Only, 
he  is  much  in  a  hurry  withal;  and  of  this  the  Hanover 
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Officials  take  advantage,  perhaps  unconsciously,  to 
keep  him  in  provocation.  He  lies  awake  at  night,  his 
heart  is  sore,  and  he  has  fled  to  drink.  Towards  the 
middle  of  August,  —  here  again  is  a  phenomenon,  — 
"he  springs  out  of  b^d  in  the  middle  of  night,"  has 
again  an  Eureka  as  to  this  of  Clamei:  "Eureka,  I  see 
now  what  will  bring  a  settlement!"  and  sends  off  post- 
haste to  Kannegiesser  at  Hanover.  To  Kannegiesser,  — 
Herr  Reichenbach,  the  special  Envoy  in  this  matter, 
being  absent  at  the  moment,  gone  to  the  Gbhrde,  I  be- 
lieve, where  Britannic  Majesty  itself  is:  but  Kanne- 
giesser is  there,  upon  the  Ahlden  Heritages;  acquainted 
with  the  ground,  a  rather  precise  official  man,  who  will 
serve  for  the  hurry  we  are  in.  Post-haste;  dove  with 
olive-branch  cannot  go  too  quick!  —  Kannegiesser  ap- 
plying for  an  interview,  not  with  the  Britannic  Majesty, 
who  is  at  Gohrde,  hunting,  but  with  the  Hanover 
Council,  is  —  refiised  admittance.  Here  are  Herr  Kanne- 
giesser's  official  Reports;  which  will  themselves  tell  the 
rest  of  the  story,  thank  Heaven: 


To  his  Prussian  Majesty  (From  Herr  Kannegiesser). 

No.  1.    "Done  at  Hanover,  16th  August  1729. 

"  One  the  15th  day  of  August  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  morning, 
"I  received  Two  Orders  of  Council"  (these  are  The  Eureka^ 
never  ask  farther  what  they  are) ,  "  despatched  on  the  13th  in- 
"  stant  at  seven  in  the  evening;  whereuponi  immediately  went 
"to  the  Council-chamber  here;  and  inionxife^  VXi^^'BATt  ^<^w 
^^Hartofff  Privy  Secretary,  who  met  lae  m  axoom  «».^v^vm3^^> 
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"  *  That ,  having  something  to  propose  to  his  Ministry ' "  (now 
sitting  deliberative  in  the  interior  here;  something  to  propose 
to  his  Ministry)  '*'on  the  part  of  the  Prussian  Ministers,  it 
"  was  necessary  I  should  speak  to  them.*  Herr  von  Hartoff, 
'^ after  having  reported  my  demand,  let  me  know,  'He  had 
'^  received  orders  from  the  Ministry  to  defer  what  I  had  to  say 
"to  another  time.* 

**  I  replied ,  <  That ,  since  I  could  not  be  allowed  the  honour 
'^  of  an  audience  at  that  time ,  I  thought  myself  obliged  to  ac- 
'^  quaint  him  I  had  received  an  Order  from  Berlin  to  apply  to 
"tiie  Ministry  of  this  place,  in  the  name  of  the  Miziisters  of 
''Prussia ,  and  make  the  most  pressing  instances  for  a  speedy 
"Answer  to  a  Letter  lately  delivered  to  them  by  Herr  Hofrath 
"Reichenbach**'  (my  worthy  assistant  here;  Answer  to  his 
Letter,  in  the  first  place);  "'and  to  desire  that  the  Answer 
"might  be  lodged  in  my  hands,  in  order  to  remit  it  with 
"safety.* 

"Herr  von  Hartoff  returned  immediately  to  the  Council- 
"chamber;  and  after  having  told  the  Ministers  what  I  had 
"said,  brought  me  the  following  answer,  in  about  half-a- 
"quarter  of  an  hour,**  seven  minutes  by  the  watch:  '"That 
"the  Ministers  of  this  Court  would  not  fail  answering  the  said 
"Letter  as  soon  as  possible;  and  would  take  care  to  give  me 
"  notice  of  it ,  and  send  the  Answer  to  me.*  ** 

That  was  all  that  the  pimctual  Eannegiesser  could  get  out 
of  them.  "  But  ,*'  continues  he ,  "  not  thinking  this  reply  suffi- 
" cient ,  I  added , '  That  delays  being  dangerous,  I  would  come 
"  again  the  next  day  for  a  more  precise  answer.'  '* 

Rather  a  highmannered  positive  man,  this  Kannegiesser, 
of  the  Ahlden  Heritages;  not  without  sharpness  of  temper,  if 
the  Hanover  Officials  drive  it  too  far. 
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No.  2.  **  At  Hanover,  16fA  August  1729. 
"According  to  the  orders  received  from  the  King  my 
"Master,  and  pursuant  of  my  promise  of  yesterday,  I  went  at 
"noon  this  day  to  the  Castle  (ScMoss),  for  the  purpose  of 
"making  appearance  in  the  Council-chamber  where  the  Minis- 
"  ters  were  assembled. 

"I  let  them  know  I  was  there,  by  Von  Hartoff,  Privy  Se- 
"cretary;  and,  in  the  mildest  terms,  desired  to  be  admitted 
"to  speak  with  them.  Which  was  refused  me  a  second  time ; 
"and  the  following  answer  delivered  me  by  Von  Hartoff: 
"'That  since  the  Prussian  Ministers  had  entrusted  me  with 
"  this  Commission,  the  Ministers  of  this  Court  had  directed  him 
"  to  draw  up  my  yesterday's  Proposals  in  vrriting,  and  report 
"  them  to  the  Council.* 

*  *  Whereupon  I  said ,  *  I  could  not  conceive  any  reason  why 

"  I  was  the  only  person  who  could  not  be  admitted  to  audience. 

"  That ,  however ,  as  the  Ministers  of  this  Court  were  pleased 

**  to  authorise  him,  Herr  von  Hartoff,  to  receive  my  Proposals, 

"I  was  obliged  to  tell  him,"  as  the  first  or  preliminary  point 

of  my  Commission ,  "  I  had  received  orders  to  be  very  pressing 

"  with  the  said  Ministers  of  this  Court  for  an  Answer  to  a 

* '  Letter  from  the  Prussian  Ministry ,  lately  delivered  by  Herr 

"  Legationsrath  von  Reichenbach;  and  finding  that  the  said 

"  Answer  was  not  yet  finished,  I  would  stay  two  days  for  it, 

**  that  I  might  be  more  secure  of  getting  it.    But  that  then  I 

"  should  come  to  put  them  in  mind  of  it,  and  desire  audience 

"in  order  to  acquit  myself  of  the  rest  of  my  Commission.* 

"The  Privy  Secretary  drew  up  what  I  said  in  writing. 
"Immediately  afterwards  he  reported  it  to  the  Ministry ,  and 
*^  brought  me  this  answer:  'That  the  Ministers  of  this  Court 
"  would  be  as  good  as  their  word  of  yesterday ,  and  answer  the 
' '  above-mentioned  Letter  with  all  possible  expedition.*  After 
"which  we  parted." 
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No.  3.    "  At  Hanover ,  11th  August  1729. 

"At  two  in  the  afternoon,  this  day ,  Herr  von  Hartoff came 
"to  my  house;  and  let  me  know  'He  had  business  of  conse- 
*  *  quence  from  the  Ministry ,  and  that  he  would  return  at  five.' 
"  By  my  direction  he  was  told ,  *  I  should  eipect  him.' 

''At  the  time  appointed  he  came;  and  told  me,  'That 
"the  Ministers  of  the  Court,  understanding  from  him  that  I 
"designed  to  ask  audience  tomorrow,  did  not  doubt  but  my 
"business  would  be  to  remind  them  of  the  Answer  which  I  had 
"demanded  yesterday  and  the  day  before.  That  such  appli- 
" cations  were  not  customary  among  sovereign  Princes;  tiiat 
"they'*  the  Ministers  "dared  not  treat  farther  in  that  affair 
"with  me;  that  they  desired  me  not  to  mention  it  to  them 
"  again  till  they  had  received  directions  from  his  Britannic 
"Majesty,  to  whom  they  had  made  their  report;  and  that  as 
"soon  as  they  received  their  instructions,  the  result  of  these 
"  should  be  communicated  to  me.* 

"To  this  I  replied,  'That  I  did  not  expect  the  Ministen 
"of  this  Court  would  refuse  me  the  audience  which  I  designed 
"to  ask  tomorrow;  and  that  therefore  I  would  not  fail  of  being 
"at  the  Council-chamber,  at  eleven,  next  day,"  according 
to  bargain,  "to  know  their  answer  to  the  rest  of  myPro- 
"posals.*  —  Secretary  Von  HartofP  would  not  hear  of  this 
"resolution;  and  assured  me  positively  he  had  orders  to  listen 
"to  nothing  more  on  the  subject  from  me.  After  which  he 
"left  me.** 

No.  4.    "  At  Hanover y  ISth  August  1729. 

"At  eleven,  this  day,  I  went  to  the  Council -chamber, 
"for  the  third  time;  and  desired  Secretary  Hartofif  'To  pre- 
"  vail  with  the  Ministry  to  allow  me  to  speak  with  them,  and 
"conmiunicate  what  the  King  of  Prussia  had  ordered  me  to 
"propose.* 
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"HeiT  von  Hartoff  gave  them  an  account  of  my  request; 
"  and  brought  me  for  answer ,  *  That  I  must  wait  a  little ,  be- 
"  cause  the  Ministers  were  not  yet  all  assembled.'"  Which  I 
did.  "But  after  having  made  me  stay  almost  an  hour,  and 
"  after  the  President  of  the  Council  was  come,  Herr  von  Hartoff 
"came  out  to  me;  and  repeated  what  he  had  said  yesterday, 
"in  very  positive  and  absolute  terms,  *That  the  Ministers 
"were  resolved  not  to  see  me,  and  had  expressly  forbid  him 
"taking  any  Paper  at  my  hands.* 

"  To  which  I  replied ,  '  That  this  was  very  hard  usage ;  and 
"the  world  would  see  how  the  King  of  Prussia  would  relish  it. 
"  But  having  strict  orders  from  his  Majesty,  my  most  gracious 
"Master,  to  make  a  Declaration  to  the  Ministers  of  Hanover 
"in  his  name ;  and  finding  Herr  von  Hartoff  would  neither 
"  receive  it ,  nor  take  a  copy  of  it ,  I  had  only  to  tell  him  that 
"I  was  under  the  necessity  of  leaving  it  in  writing,  —  and  had 
"brought  the  Paper  with  me ,'"  let  Herr  von  Hartoff  observe ! 
— ' "  *  And  that  now,  as  the  Council  were  pleased  to  refuse  to 
"take  it,  I  was  obliged  to  leave  the  said  Declaration  on  a 
"table  in  an  adjoining  room,  in  the  presence  of  Herr  von 
"  Hartoff  and  other  Secretaries  of  the  Council,  whom  I  desired 
"  to  lay  it  before  the  Ministry.* 

"After  this  I  went  home;  but  had  scarcely  entered  my 
"  apartment ,  when  a  messenger  returned  me  the  Declaration, 
"still  sealed  as  I  left  it,  by  order  of  the  Ministers:  and  per- 
"ceiving  I  was  not  inclined  to  receive  it,  he  laid  it  on  my 
*'  table ,  and  immediately  left  the  house."  * 

*  A  Letter  ftrom  an  English  Traveller  to  his  Friend  at  London,  re- 
lating to  the  Dififerences  betwixt  the  Coarts  of  Prussia  and  Hanover, 
with  Copies  of  Ac*  Translated  firom  the  French  (London,  A.  Miliar,  at 
Bachanan*s  Head ,  1780),  pp.  39-84.  An  excellent  distinct  little  Pamphlet; 
very  explanatory  in  this  matter,  —  like  the  smallest  rushlight  in  a  dark 
cellar  of  shot  lumber. 
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Whereupon  Kannegiesser,  without  loss  of  a  moment, 
returns  to  Berlin,  19th  August;  and  reports  progress. 

Simple  honest  Orson  of  a  Prussian  Majesty,  what  a 
bepainted  beribanded  insulting  Playactor  Majesty  has 
he  fallen  in  with!  —  "Hm,  so?  Hm,  na!"  and  I  see 
the  face  of  him,  all  colours  of  the  prism,  and  eyes  in  a 
fine  frenzy;  betokening  thundery  weather  to  some 
people!  Instantly  he  orders  44,000  men  to  get  on 
march;*  and  these  instantly  begin  to  stir;  small  prepa- 
ration needed,  ever-ready  being  the  word  with  them. 
From  heavy  guns,  ammunition-wagons  and  draught" 
horses,  down  to  the  last  buckle  of  a  spatterdash ,  things 
are  all  ticketed  and  ready  in  his  Majesty's  country; 
things,  and  still  more  evidently  men.  Within  a  week, 
the  amazed  Gazetteers  (Newspaper  Editors  we  now  call 
them)  can  behold  the  actual  advent  of  horse,  foot  and 
artillery  regiments  at  Magdeburg;  actual  rendezvous 
begun,  and  with  a  frightful  equable  velocity  going  on 
day  after  day.  On  the  15th  day  of  September,  if  Fate^s 
almanac  hold  steady,  there  will  be  44,000  of  them 
ready  there.  Such  a  mass  of  potential  battle  as  George 
or  the  Hanover  Officiality  are  —  ready  to  fight? 

Alas,  far  enough  from  that.  Forces  of  their  own 
they  have,  after  a  sort;  subsidised  Hessians,  Danes, 
these  they  can  begin  to  stir  up;  but  they  have  not  a 
regiment  ready  for  fighting:  and  have  nothing^  if  all 
were  ready,  which  this  44,000  cannot  too  probably 
sweep  out  of  the  world.    I  suppose  little  George  must 

•  Friedrich  Wllbelni's  *"M.aTv\l<i*\.o^  \^  Vr.  ^awa\\\wK»VL««l\ft-n«,  dated 
*^mh  Aagnat  1729"  Ctho  da?  a^leT1Lw«vt^V61kw^^%x'^^»«^^» 
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have  exMbited  some  prismatic  colours  of  countenance, 
too.  This  insulted  Orson  is  swinging  a  tremendous 
club  upon  the  little  peruked  ribanded  high  gentleman, 
promenading  loftily  in  his  preserves  yonder!  The  Prus- 
sian forces  march,  steady,  continual;  Crown-Prince 
Friedrich's  regiment  of  Giants  is  on  march,  expressly 
under  charge  of  Friedrich  himself:  —  the  young  man's 
thoughts  are  not  recorded  for  us;  only  that  he  gets 
praise  from  his  Father,  so  dextrous  and  perfect  is^he 
with  the  Giants  and  their  getting  into  gear.  Nor  is 
there,  says  our  Foreign  Correspondent,  the  least  truth 
in  your  rumour  that  the  Prussian  forces,  officers  or  men, 
marched  with  bad  will;  "conspicuously  the  reverse  is 
the  truth,  as  I  myself  can  testify."*  And  his  Britan- 
nic Majesty,  now  making  a  dreadful  flutter  to  assemble 
as  fast  as  possible,  is  like  to  get  quite  flung  into  the 
bogs  by  this  terrible  Orson!  — 

What  an  amazement  among  the  Gazetteers:  thunder- 
clouds of  war  mounting  up  over  the  zenith  in  this  man- 
ner, and  blotting  out  the  sun;  —  may  produce  an 
effect  on  the  Congress  of  Soissons?  Presumably:  and 
his  Imperial  Majesty,  left  sitting  desolate  on  his  Prag- 
matic Sanction,  gloomily  watching  events,  may  find 
something  turn  up  to  his  advantage?  Prussia  and  Eng- 
land are  sufficiently  in  quarrel,  at  any  rate;  perhaps  al- 
most too  much.  —  The  Pope,  in  these  circumstances, 
did  a  curious  thing.  The  Pope,  having  prayed  lately 
for  rain  and  got  it,  proceeds  now,  ia  fiaa  esA  ol'^^v 

*  Pamphlet  cited  above. 
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tember,  while  such  war-nunonrs  are  still  at  their  hdght 
in  Rome,  to  pray,  or  even  do  a  Public  Mass,  or  some 
other  so-called  Pontificality,  "in  the  Chapel  of  Phinp 
Neri  in  the  new  Church,"  by  way  of  still  more  effectnal 
miracle.  Prays,  namely.  That  Heaven  would  be  gra- 
ciously pleased  to  foment,  and  blow  up  to  the  proper 
degree,  this  quarrel  between  the  two  chief  Heretic 
Powers,  Heaven's  chief  enemies,  whereby  Holy  Keligion 
might  reap  a  good  benefit,  if  it  pleased  Heaven.  Bat, 
this  time,  the  miracle  did  not  go  off  according  to  pro- 
gram. * 

For  at  this  point,  before  the  Pope  had  prayed,  b^ 
while  the  troops  and  artillery  were  evidently  all  on 
march  ("Such  an  artillery  as  I,"  who  am  Kaiser^s  A^ 
tillery-Master,  "for  my  poor  part  never  had  the  hap- 
piness to  see  before  in  any  country,"  snuffles  Secken- 
dorf  in  the  Smoking  Parliament) ,  and  now  swords  are, 
as  it  were,  drawn,  and  in  the  air  make  horrid  circles, 
—  the  neighbours  interfere:  "Heavens!  put  up  your 
swords!"  —  and  the  huge  world-wide  tumult  suddenly 
(I  think,  in  the  very  first  days  of  this  month  September) 
collapses,  sinks  into  something  you  cw  put  into  a 
snuff-box. 

Of  course  it  could  never  come  to  actual  batde,  after 
alL  Too  high  a  pickleherring  tragedy  that.  Here  is 
a  Comddiant  not  wanting  to  be  smitten  into  the  bogs; 
an  honest  Orson  who  wants   nothing,    nor   has   ever 

•  ** Extract  of  aLetUr  ttomB.om%,^4\Xv%«^v«ts^vt\'wa^  In  Towq- 
Clif0d*i  Peipatch ,  Whlto^aXV ,  \^\:u  0<iV3^>*t  wi"^. 
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wanted,  but  fairplay.  FairpUy;  —  and  not  to  be  in- 
sulted on  the  streets,  or  have  one's  poor  Hobby  quite 
knocked  from  under  one!  —  Neighbours,  as  we  say, 
struck  in;  France,  Holland,  all  the  neighbours,  af  this 
point:  "Do  it  by  arbitration;  Wolfenbiittel  for  the  one, 
Sachsen-Gotha  for  the  other;  Commissioners  to  meet  at 
Brunswick!"  And  that,  accordingly,  was  the  course 
fixed  upon;  and  settlement,  by  that  method,  was  ac- 
complished, without  difficulty,  in  some  six  months 
hence.*  Whether  Clamei  was  awarded  to  Hanover  or 
to  Brandenburg,  I  never  knew,  or  how  the  hay  of  it  is 
cut  at  this  moment.  I  only  know  there  was  no  battle 
on  the  subject;  though  at  one  time  there  was  like  to  be 
such  a  clash  of  battle,  as  the  old  Markgrafs  never  had 
with  their  old  Wends;  not  if  we  put  all  their  battlings 
into  one. 

Seckendorf's  radiant  brow  has  to  pucker  itself 
again:  this  fine  project,  of  boiling  the  BLaiser's  eggs  by 
setting  the  world  on  fire,  has  not  prospered,  after  all. 
The  gloomy  old  villain  came  to  her  Majesty  one  day,** 
while  things  were  near  the  hottest;  and  said  or  insi- 
nuated. He  was  the  man  that  could  do  these  businesses, 
and  bring  about  the  Double-Maxriage  itself,  if  her  Ma- 
jesty were  not  so  harsh  upon  him.  Whereupon  her 
Majesty,  reporting  to  Dubourgay,  threw  out  the  hint, 
"What  if  we  (that  is,  you)  did  give  him  a  forty  or 
fifty  thousand  thalers  verily,  for  he  will  do  anything 
for  money?"    To  which  Townshend  answers  firom  the 

•  16th  April  1780  (Forster,  U.  106V 
*•  Daboargay,  80th  July  1720, 
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GrQlirde,  to  the  effect:  '*Pooh,  he  is  a  mere  bag  o{ 
noxious  futilities;  consists  of  gall  mainly,  and  rastj  old 
lies  and  crotchets;  breathing  very  copperas  throngli 
those  old  choppy  lips  of  his:  let  him  go  to  the  — !" 
Next  Spring,  at  the  happy  end  of  the  Arbitration, 
which  he  had  striven  all  he  could  to  mar  and  to  retard, 
he  fell  quite  ill;  took  to  his  bed  for  two  days,  —  colics, 
or  one  knows  not  what;  —  "and  I  canH  say  I  am  very 
sorry  for  him,"  writes  the  respectable  Dubonrgay.* 

On  the  8th  day  of  September  1729,  Friedrich 
Crown-Prince  reenters  Potsdam**  with  his  Two  batta- 
lions of  Giants;  he  has  done  so  well,  the  King  goes 
out  from  Berlin  to  see  him  march  in  with  them;  re- 
joicing to  find  something  of  a  soldier  in  the  young 
graceless,  after  all.  "The  King  distributed  100,000 
"thalers  (15,000Z.)  among  his  Army;"  being  weD 
pleased  with  their  behaviour,  and  doubtless  right  glad 
to  be  out  of  such  a  Business.  The  Ahlden  Heritages 
will  now  get  liquidated;  Mecklenburg,  —  our  Knyp- 
hausen,  with  the  Hanover  Consorts,  will  settle  Mecklen- 
burg; and  all  shall  be  well  again,  we  hope!  — 

The  fact,  on  some  of  these  points,  turned  out  diffe- 
rent; but  it  was  now  of  less  importance.  As  to  Ejiyp- 
hausen^s  proceedings  at  Mecklenburg,  after  the  happj 
Peace,  they  were  not  so  successful  as  had  been  hoped. 
Need  of  quarrel,  however,  between  the  Majesties,  there 
henceforth  was  not  in  Mecklenburg;  and  if  slight  rnff- 
lingB  and  collisions  did  arise  ^  it  was  not  till  i^lter  our 

•  26th  April  1780.  ""^  \\i»vvc«i^^^'uYW(^, 
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poor  Double-Marriage  was  at  any  rate  quite  out  of  the 
game,  and  they  are  without  significance  to  us.  But 
tiie  truth  iS)  though  Ejiyphausen  did  his  best,  no  set- 
tlement came;  nor  indeed  could  ever  come.  Shall  we 
sum  up  that  sorry  matter  here,  and  wash  our  hands 
of  it? 


Troubles  of  Mecklenburg^  for  the  last  time, 

Bjiyphausen,  we  say,  proved  futile;  nor  could 
human  wit  have  succeeded.  The  exasperated  Duke 
was  contumacious,  irrational;  the  two  Majesties  kept 
pulling  different  ways  upon  him.  Matters  grew  from 
very  bad  to  worse;  and  Mecklenburg  continued  long  a 
running  sore.  Not  many  months  after  this  (I  think, 
still  in  1729),  the  irrational  Duke,  having  got  money 
out  of  Eussia,  came  home  again  from  Dantzig;  to 
notable  increase  of  the  Anarchies  in  Mecklenburg, 
though  without  other  result  for  himself.  The  irrational 
Duke  proved  more  contumacious  than  ever,  fell  into 
deeper  ti'ouble  than  ever;  —  at  length  (1733)  he  made 
Proclamation  to  the  Peasantry  to  rise  and  fight  for  him; 
who  did  turn  out,  with  their  bill-hooks  and  bludgeons, 
under  Captains  named  by  him,  "to  the  amount  of  18,000 
Peasants,"  —  with  such  riot  as  may  be  fancied,  but 
without  other  result.  So  that  the  Hanover  Commis- 
sioners decided  to  seize  the  very  Residenz  Cities 
(Schwerin  and  Domitz)  from  this  mad  Duke,  and  make 
the  country  clear  of  him,  —  his  Brothei  \iem!^ 'to^.wssv 
Manager  alwaySj  under  countenance  oi  \!!ck»  Cjorciscaar 
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sioncrs.  Wliicli  transactions,  especially  wluch  contem- 
plated seizure  of  the  Besidence  Cities,  Friedrich  Wilbelm, 
eventual  heir,  could  not  see  with  equanimity  at  alL 
But  having  no  forces  in  the  country,  what  could  he 
do?  Being  "Joint- Commissioner"  this  long  while  past, 
though  witliout  armed  interference  hitherto,  he  pri- 
vately resolves  that  he  will  have  forces  there;  the  rather 
as  the  poor  Duke  professes  penitence,  and  flies  to  him 
for  help.  Poor  soul,  his  Eussian  Unique  of  Wives  has 
just  died,  far  enough  away  firom  him  this  long  while 
past:  what  a  life  they  have  had,  these  two  Uniques! — 
Enough,  "on  the  19th  of  October  1733,  Lieutenant- 
General  Schwerin,"  —  the  same  who  was  Colond 
Schwerin,  the  Duke's  chief  Captain  here,  at  the  be- 
ginning of  these  troubles,  now  LieutenantrGeneral  and 
a  distinguished  Prussian  officer,  —  "marches  into 
Mecklenburg  with  three  regiments,  one  of  foot,  two  d 
horse:"*  he,  doubtless,  will  help  in  quelling  those 
Peasant  and  other  Anarchies?  Privately  his  mission  is 
most  delicate.  He  is  not  to  fight  with  the  Hanoverians; 
is  delicately  but  effectually  to  shove  them  well  away 
from  the  Eesidence  Cities,  and  fasten  himself  down  in 
those  parts.  Which  the  Lieutenant-General  dextronsly 
does.  "A  night^s  quarter  here  in  Parchim,"  —  such 
is  the  Lieutenant-Generars  request,  polite  but  impres- 
sive, from  the  outskirts  of  that  little  Town,  a  Town 
essential  to  certain  objects ,  and  in  fact  the  point  he  is 
aiming  at:  '* night's  quarter*,  you  cannot  refuse  it  to 
this  Prussian  Company  marching  under  the  Kaiser^s 

«  Baohholz,  i.  122, 142;  Miohselis,  U.  488, 487. 


CHAP.  VI.]  IMMINENCY  OF  WAR  OR  DUEL.  193 

1729. 

Commission?"  No,  the  Hanoverian  Lieutenant  of  Foot 
dare  not  take  upon  him  to  refuse :  —  but  next  morning, 
he  is  himself  invited  to  withdraw,  the  Prussians  having 
orders  to  continue  here  in  Parchim!  And  so  with  the 
other  points  and  towns,  that  are  essential  in  the  enter- 
prise on  hand.  A  dextrous  Lieutenant-General  this 
Schwerin:  —  his  two  Horse-Colonels  are  likewise  men 
to  be  noted;  Colonel  Wreech,  with  a  charming  young 
wife,  perhaps  a  too  charming;  Colonel  Truchsess  von 
Waldburg,  known  afterwards,  with  distinction,  in  Lon- 
don Society  and  widely  otherwise.  And  thus,  in  the 
end  of  1733,  the  Mecklenburg  Residence  Cities,  happen 
what  may,  are  secured  for  their  poor  irrational  Duke. 
These  things  may  slightly  ruffle  some  tempers  at 
Hanover;  but  it  is  now  1733,  and  our  poor  Double- 
Marriage  is  clean  out  of  the  game  by  that  time!  — 

The  irrational  Duke  could  not  continue  in  his  Ee- 
Bidence  Cities,  with  the  Brother  administering  over 
him;  still  proving  contumacious,  he  needed  absolutely 
to  be  driven  out,  to  Wismar  or  I  know  not  whither; 
went  wandering  about  for  almost  twenty  years  to  come; 
disturbed,  and  stirring-up  disturbance.  Died,  1747,  still 
in  that  sad  posture;  Interim  Brother,  with  Posterity, 
succeeding.*  But  Hanover  and  Prussia  interfered  no 
farther;  the  Brother  administered  on  his  own  footing, 
"supported  by  troops  hired  from  Hjunburg.  Hanover 
"and  Prussia,  400  Hanoverians,  200  Prussians,  merely 
"retained  hold  of  their  respective  Hypothecs"  (Districts 
held  in  pawn)  "till  the  expenses  should  be  paid,"  — 

•  Michaelis,  il.  484-440. 
Carlyle,  Frederic  the  Great.  IIU  ^ 
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mlUiou  of  thaler s^  and  by  those  late  anarchies,  anew 
heavy  score  run  up. 

Prussia  aud  Hanover  retained  hold  of  their  Hypo- 
thecs; for  as  to  the  expenses,  what  hope  was  there? 
Fifty  years  hence  we  find  the  Pnissian  Hypothecs  oc- 
cupied as  at  first',  and  ^^ rights  of  enlistment  exercised." 
Never  in  this  world  were  those  expenses  paid;  nor 
could  be,  any  part  of  them.  The  last  accounts  were: 
George  UI.  of  England,  on  marrying,  in  1761,  a 
Mecklenburg  Princess,  —  "Old  Queen  Charlotte,"  then 
young  enough,  —  handsomely  tore  up  the  bill;  and  so 
ended  that  part  of  a  desperate  debt  Bat  of  the  Prus- 
sian part  there  was  no  end,  nor  like  to  be  any:  "down 
to  this  day"  (says  Buchholz,  in  1775)  "two  squadrons 
of  the  Ziethen  Hussars  usually  lie  there,**  and  rights  of 
enlisting  are  exercised.  I  conclude,  the  French  Revo- 
lution and  its  Wars  wiped  away  this  other  desperate 
item.  And  now  let  us  hope  that  Mecklenburg  is  betta 
off  than  formerly,  —  that,  at  least,  our  hands  are  clear 
of  it  in  time  coming.  I  add  only,  with  satisfaction, 
that  this  Unique  of  Dukes  was  no  ancestor  of  01( 
Queen  Charlotte's,  but  only  a  remote  Welsh-Uncle,  fe 
enough  apart;  —  cannot  be  too  far. 

One    Niissler    settles    the   Ahlden   Heritages;    sends   \ 

Money  home  in  Boxes. 

Elnyphausen  did  not  settle  Mecklenburg,  as  we  j 
ceive!  Neither  did  Kannegiesser  and  the  unliquids 
Heritages  prosper,  at  Hanover,  quite  to  perfection.  ^ 
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Heritage,  that  of  Uncle  Osnabriick,  little  George  flatly 
refused  to  share:  Feudum  the  whole  of  that,  not  Alio- 
dium  any  part  of  it,  so  that  a  Sister  cannot  claim. 
Which,  I  think,  was  confirmed  by  the  Arbitrators  at 
Brunswick;  thereby  ending  that  Then  as  to  the 
Ahlden  Allodia  or  Feuda^  —  Kannegiesser,  blamably 
or  not,  never  could  make  much  of  the  business.  A 
precise  strict  man,  as  we  saw  at  the  Hanover  Council- 
room  lately;  whom  the  Hanover  people  did  not  like. 
So  he  made  little  of  it.  Nay  at  the  end  of  next  year 
(December  1730),  sending-in  his  accounts  to  Berlin,  he 
demands,  in  addition  to  the  three  thalcrs  (or  nine 
shillings)  daily  allowed  him,  almost  a  second  nine 
shillings  for  sundries,  chiefly  for  "hairpowder  and 
shoeblacking"!  And  is  instantly  recalled;  and  vanishes 
from  History  at  this  point.* 

Upon  which  Friedrich  Wilheim  selects  another; 
"sends  deal  boxes  along  with  him,"  to  bring  home 
what  cash  there  is.  This  one's  name  is  Ntissler;  an 
expectant  Prussian  Official,  an  adroit  man,  whom  we 
shall  meet  again  doing  work.  He  has  the  nine  shillings 
a-day,  without  hair-powder  or  blacking,  while  employed 
here;  at  Berlin  no  constant  salary  whatever,  —  had  to 
"boiTOw  75/.  for  outfit  on  this  business;"  —  does  a 
great  deal  of  work  without  wages ,  in  hope  of  eff'ective 
promotion  by  and  by.  Which  did  follow,  after  tedious 
years;  Friedrich  Wilheim  finding  him,  on  such  proof 
(other  proof  will  not  do)  fit  for  promoting  to  steady 
employment. 

«  BUsching:  Beytrdget  i.  307,  dsc,  §  Ntissler. 
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Nussler  was  very  active  at  Hanover,  and  liad  bis 
deal  boxes;  but  hardly  got  them  filled  according  to 
hope.  However,  in  some  eighteen  months  he  had 
actually  worked  out,  in  difficult  instalments,  about 
13,000/.,  and  dug  the  matter  to  the  bottom.  He  came 
home  wit]}  his  last  instalment,  not  disapproved  of,  to 
Berlin  (May  1732);  six  years  after  the  poor  Duchesses 
death.     So  the  Ahlden  Allodia  too  had  their  end. 
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CHAPTEE  YH. 

A  MARRIAGE;    NOT  THE  DOUBLE-MARRIAGE:   CROWN-PRINCE 

DEEP  IN  TROUBLE. 

While  the  Hanover  Lnminency  was  but  beginning, 
and  horrid  crisis  of  War  or  Duel  was  yet  in  nobody's 
thoughts,  the  Anspach  Wedding*  had  gone  on  at 
Berlin.  To  Friedrich  Wilhelm's  satisfaction;  not  to 
his  Queen's,  the  match  being  but  a  poor  one.  The 
bride  was  Frederika  Louisa,  not  the  eldest  of  their 
Daughters,  but  the  next-eldest;  younger  than  Wil- 
helmina,  and  still  hardly  fifteen;  the  first  married  of 
the  Family.  Very  young  she;  and  gets  a  very  young 
Margraf,  —  who  has  been,  and  still  is  a  minor;  under 
his  Mother's  guardianship  till  now:  not  rich,  and  who 
has  not  had  a  good  chance  to  be  wise.  The  Mother, 
an  excellent  magnanimous  Princess,  still  young  and 
beautiful,  but  labouring  silently  under  some  mortal 
disease,  —  has  done  her  best  to  manage  for  him  these 
last  four  or  five  years;**  and,  as  I  gather,  is  impatient 
to  see  him  settled,  that  she  may  retire  and  die. 

•  80th  May  1739. 

«*  P61Initx:  Memoirs  and  Letters  (English  Translation,  London,  1745), 
1.  200-204.  There  are  ^^ Memoirs  of  PClInitz,**  then  ^'Memoirs  and  Letters,** 
besides  the  ** Memoirs  of  Brandenburg**  (posthumous,  which  we  often 
cite);  all  by  this  poor  man.  Only  the  last  has  any  Historical  valae,  and 
that  not  much.  The  first  two  are  only  worth  consulting ,  cautlonsly,  aa 
loose  contemoorary  babble,  —  written  for  the  Dutch  Booksellers,  one  can 
perceive* 
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Friday  forenoon,  19th  May  1729,  ihe  young  Margraf 
arrived  in  person  at  Berlin,  —  just  seventeen  gone 
Saturday  last,  poor  yoimg  soul,  and  very  foolish. 
Sublime  royal  carriage  met  him  at  the  Prussian  fronti^*, 
and  this  day,  what  is  more  interesting,  our  "Crown- 
Prince  rides  out  to  meet  him;  mounts  into  the  royal 
carriage  beside  him;^'  and  the  two  young  fools  drive, 
in  such  a  cavalcade  of  hoofe  and  wheels,  —  talking 
we  know  not  what,  —  into  Potsdam;  met  by  his 
Majesty  and  all  the  honours.  What  illustrious  gala 
there  then  was  in  Potsdam  and  the  Court  world,  read, 
—  with  tedium,  unless  you  are  in  the  tailor  line,  -— 
described  with  minute  distinctness  by  the  admiring 
Fassmann.*  There  are  Generals,  high  Ladies,  sons  of 
Bellona  and  Latona;  there  are  dinners,  there  are  haut- 
boys, —  "two-and-thirty  blackamoors,^'  in  flaming  uni- 
forms, capable  of  cymballing  and  hautboying  "up  the 
grand  staircase,  and  roui^  your  table,  and  down  again,'' 
in  a  frightfully  effective  maimer,  while  you  dine.  Madam 
Kamecke  is  to  go  as  Oberhofmeisterinn  to  Anspach; 
and  all  the  lackeys  destined  thither  are  in  their  new 
liveries,  blue  turned  up  with  red  velvet  Which  is 
delightfril  to  see.  Review  of  the  Giant  grenadiers  can- 
not fail;  conspicuous  on  parade  with  them  our  Crown- 
Prince  as  Lieutenant-Colonel:  "the  beauty  of  this  Corps 
as  well  as  the  perfection  of  their  exercitia^^^  —  ah  yes, 
we  know  it,  my  dim  old  friend.  The  Marriage  itself 
followed,  at  Berlin,  after  many  exercitia,  snipe-shootings, 
feastings,  hautboyings;  on  the  SOth  of  the  month;  with 

^  "pp.  396-401. 
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torch-dance  and  the  other  customary  trimmings;  "Bride's 
garter  cut  in  snips"  for  dreaming  upon  "by  his  Royal 
Majesty  himself."  The  Lustharkeiten  ^  the  stupendous 
public  entertainments,  having  ended,  there  is  weeping  and 
embracing  {more  humano) ;  and  the  happy  couple,  so-called 
happy,  retire  to  Anspach  with  their  destinies  and  effects. 

A  foolish  young  fellow,  this  new  Brother-in-law, 
testifies  Wilhelmina  in  many  places.  Finances  in  dis- 
order; Mother's  wise  management,  ceasing  too  soon, 
has  only  partially  availed.  King  "has  lent  some 
hundreds  of  thousands  of  crowns  to  Anspach"  (says 
Friedrich  at  a  later  period),  "which  there  is  no  chance 
"  of  ever  being  repaid.  All  is  in  disorder  there,  in  the 
"finance  way:  if  the  Markgraf  get  his  hunting  and  his 
"heroning,  he  laughs  at  all  the  rest;  and  his  people 
"pluck  him  bare  at  every  hand."* 

Nor  do  the  married  couple  agree  to  perfection;  — 
far  from  it:  "hate  one  another  like  cat  and  dog  (like 
the  fire,  comme  le  feu)"  says  Friedrich:**  "his  Majesty 
may  see  what  comes  of  ill-assorted  marriages!"  —  In 
fact,  the  union  proved  none  of  the  most  harmonious; 
subject  to  squalls  always;  —  but  to  squalls  only;  no 
open  tempest,  far  less  any  shipwreck:  the  marriage  held 
together  till  death,  the  Husband's  death,  nearly  thirty 
years  after,  divided  it.  There  was  then  left  one  Son; 
the  same  who  at  length  inherited  Baireuth  too,  —  in- 
herited Lady  Craven,  —  and  died  in  Bubb  Doddington's 
Mansion,  as  we  often  teach  our  readers. 

«  Schalenburg*g  Letter  (in  FSrster,  Hi.  73). 
**  Correspondence  (more  than  once). 
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Last  year,  the  Third  Danghter  was  engaged  to  t^e 
Heir- Apparent  of  Brunswick;  will  be  married,  when  of 
age.  Wilhelmina,  flower  of  them  all,  still  hangs  on 
the  bush,  "asked,"  or  supposed  to  be  "asked,  by  foni 
Kings,"  but  not  attained  by  any  of  them;  and  one  knows 
not  what  will  be  her  lot  She  is  now  risen  out  of  the 
sickness  she  has  had,  —  not  small-pox  at  all,  as  mali- 
cious English  rumour  gave  it  in  England; — ^and  "looks 
prettier  than  ever,"  writes  Dubourgay. 

Here  is  a  Marriage,  then;  first  in  the  Family;  — 
but  not  the  Double-Marriage,  by  a  long  way!  The  late 
Hanover  Tornado,  sudden  Waterspout  as  we  called  it, 
has  quenched  that  Negotiation;  and  one  knows  not  in 
what  form  it  will  resuscitate  itself.  The  royal  mind, 
both  at  Berlin  and  St.  James's,  is  in  a  very  uncertain 
state  after  such  a  phenomenon. 

Friedrich  Wilhelm's  favour  for  the  Crown-Prince, 
marching  home  so  gallantly  with  his  Potsdam  Giants, 
did  not  last  long.  A  few  weeks  later  in  the  Antomn  we 
have  again  ominous  notices  &om  Dubourgay.  And  here, 
otherwise  obtained,  is  a  glimpse  into  the  interior  of  the 
Berlin  Schloss;  momentary  perfect  clearness,  as- by  a 
flash  of  lightning,  on  the  state  of  matters  there;  which 
will  be  illuminative  to  the  reader. 

Crown-Prince* s  Domesticities  seen  in  a  flash  of  Ughtning, 

This  is  another  of  those  tragi-comic  scenes,  tragic 
enough  in  effect,  between  Father  and  Son;  Son  nov 
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about  eighteen,  —  fit  to  be  getting  through  Oxford,  had 
he  been  an  English  gentleman  of  private  station.  It 
comes  from  the  irrefragable  Nicolai;  who  dates  it  about 
this  time,  uncertain  as  to  month  or  day. 

Fritz's  love  of  music,  especially  of  fluting,  is  already 
known  to  us.     Now  a  certain  Quantz  was  one  of  his 
principal  instructors  in  that  art,   and  indeed  gave  him 
the  last  finish  of  perfection  in  it    Quantz ,  famed  Saxon 
music-master  and  composer.  Leader  of  the  Court-Band 
in  Saxony,  king  of  flute-players  in  his  day,  —  (a  village- 
farrier's  son  from  the  Gottingen  region,  and  himself 
destined  to  shoe  horses,    had  not   imperative  Nature 
prevailed  over  hindrances); —  Quantz,  ever  from  Fritz's 
sixteenth  year,  was  wont  to  come  occasionally,  express 
from  Dresden  for  a  week  or  two,  and  give  the  young 
man  lessons  on  the  flute.     The  young  man's  Mother, 
good  Queen  Feekin,  had  begged  this  favour  for  him 
from  the  Saxon  Sovereignties;  and  pleaded  hard  for  it 
at  home,   or  at  worst  kept  it  secret  there.     It  was  one 
of  the  many  good  maternities,  clandestine  and  public, 
which  she  was  always  ready  to  achieve  for  him  where 
possible;  —  as  he  also  knew  fiill  well  in  his  young 
grateful  heart,  and  never  forgot,  however  old  he  grew! 
Illustrious  Quantz,  we  say,  gives  Fritz  lessons  on  the 
flute;  and  here  is  a  scene  they  underwent;  —  they  and 
a  certain  brisk  young  soldier  fellow,  Lieutenant  vonKatte, 
who  was  there  too;  of  whom  the  reader  will  tragically 
hear  more  in  time. 

On  such  occasions  Fritz  was  wont  to  pull-off  the 
tight  Prussian  coat  or  coatie,    and  dap  himfielf  iniA 
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flowing  brocade  of  the  due  roominess  and  splendour,— 
bright  scarlet  dressing-gown,  done  in  gold,   with  tags 
and  sashes  complete;  —  and  so,  in  a  temporary  manner, 
feel  that  there  was  such  a  thing  as  a  gentleman's  suitable 
apparel.     He  would  take  his  music-lessons,   follow  his 
clandestine  studies,  in  that  favourable   dress:  —  thus 
Buffon,  we  hear,  was  wont  to  shave,  and  put-on  clean 
linen,  before  he  sat  down  to  write,  finding  it  more 
comfortable  so.     Though  again  there  have  been  others 
who  could  write  in  considerable  disorder;   not  to  say 
litter,  and  palpable  imperfection  of  equipment:   Samuel 
Johnson,  for  instance,  did  some  really  grand  writing  in 
a  room  where  there  was  but  one  chair,   and  that  one 
incapable  of  standing  unless  you  sat  on  it,  having  only 
three  feet     A  man  is  to  fit  himself  to  what  is  round 
him:  but  surely  a  Crown-Prince  may  be  indulged  in  a 
little  brocade  in  his  leisure  moments!  — 

Fritz  and  Quantz  sat    doing  music,    an   unlawM 
thing,  in  this  pleasant  but  also  unlawi^l  costume;  when 
Lieutenant  Katte,  who  was  on  watch  in  the  outer  room, 
rushes  in,   distraction  in  his  aspect:  Majesty  just  here! 
Quick,  double  quick!    Katte  snatches  the  music-books 
and  flutes,  snatches  Quantz;  hurries  with  him  and  them 
into  some  wall-press,  or  closet  for  firewood,  and  stands 
quaking  there.     Our  poor  Prince  has  flung  aside  his 
brocade,  got  on  his  military  coatie;  and  would  fain  seem 
busy  with  important  or  indifferent  routine  matters. .  But, 
alas,  he  cannot  undo  the  French  hairdressing;  cannot 
change  the  gracefiil  French  bag  into  the  strict  Prussian 
qneue  in  a  moment.  The  French  bag  betrays  him ;  kindles 
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the  paternal  vigilance, —  alas,  the  paternal  wrath,  into 
a  tornado  pitch.  For  his  yiligant  suspecting  Majesty 
searches  about*,  finds  the  brocade  article  behind  a  screen; 
crams  it,  with  loud  indignation,  into  the  fire;  —  finds 
all  the  illicit  French  Books;  confiscates  them  on  the 
spot,  confiscates  all  maimer  of  contraband  goods;  — 
and  there  was  mere  sulphurous  whirlwind  in  those  serene 
spaces  for  about  an  hour!  K  his  Majesty  had  looked 
into  the  wood- closet?  His  Majesty,  by  Heaven's  ex- 
press mercy,  omitted  that.  Haude  the  Bookseller  was 
sent  for;  ordered  to  carry-off  that  poisonous  French 
cabinet-library  in  mass;  sqll  every  Book  of  it,  to  an 
undisceming  public,  at  what  price  it  will  fetch.  Which 
latter  part  of  his  order,  Haude,  in  deep  secrecy,  ven- 
tured to  disobey,  being  influenced  thereto.  Haude,  in 
deep  secrecy,  kept  the  cabinet-library  secure;  and 
*'lent"  the  Prince  book  after  book  from  it,  as  hisEoyal 
Highness  required  them. 

Friedrich,  it  is  whispered  in  Tobacco -Parliament, 
has  been  known,  in  his  irreverent  impatience,  to  call 
the  Grenadier  uniform  his  "shroud  {Sterbe-kittel^  or 
death-clothes);''  so  imprisoning  to  the  young  mind  and 
body!  Paternal  Majesty  has  heard  this  blasphemous 
rumour;  hence  doubtless,  in  part,  his  ftiry  against  the 
wider  brocade  garment 

It  was  Quantz  himself  that  reported  this  explosion 
to  authentic  Nicolai,  many  years  afterwards;  confessing 
that  he  trembled,  every  joint  of  him,  in  the  wood-closet, 
that  hour  of  hurricane;  and  the  rather  as  he  had  on  ^9k 
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red  dress-coat,"  which  colonr,  foremost  of  the  flaring 
colonrs,  he  knew  to  be  his  Majesty^s  aversion,  on  a 
man^s  back.'*'  Of  incomparable  Quantz,  and  his  heart- 
thrilling  adagios,  we  hope  to  hear  transiently  again, 
under  joyfiiUer  circumstances.  Of  Lieutenant  vonEatte, 
—  a  short  stout  young  fellow,  with  black  eyebrows, 
pock-marked  face,  and  rather  dissolute  manners,  —  we 
shall  not  fail  to  hear. 

«  Nicolai:  Anecdoten  {Berlin  t  1790),  ii.  148. 
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CHAPTEE  vm.  t 

CROWN-PRINCE    GETTING   BEYOND    HIS  DEPTH   IN  TROUBLE. 

It  is  not  certain  that  the  late  Lnminency  of  Duel 
had  much  to  do  with  such  explosions.  The  Hanover 
Imminency,  which  we  likened  to  a  tropical  waterspout, 
or  sudden  thunderous  blotting-out  of  the  sky  to  the 
astonished  Gazetteers,  seems  rather  to  have* passed 
away  as  waterspouts  do,  —  leaving  the  earth  and  air, 
if  anything,  a  little  refreshed  by  such  crisis.  Leaving, 
that  is  to  say,  the  two  Majesties  a  little  less  disposed 
for  open  quarrel,  or  rash  utterance  of  their  ill  humour 
in  time  coming.  But,  in  the  mean  while,  all  mutual 
interests  are  in  a  painftil  state  of  suspended- animation: 
in  Berlin  there  is  a  privately  rebellious  Spouse  and 
Household,  there  is  a  Tobacco -Parliament  withal;  — 
and  the  royal  mind,  sensitive,  imaginative  as  a  poet's, 
as  a  woman's,  and  liable  to  transports  as  of  a  Norse 
Baresark,  is  of  uncertain  movement.  Such  a  load  of 
intricacies  and  exaggerated  anxieties  hanging  on  it,  the 
royal  mind  goes  like  the  most  conftised  smoke-jack,  sure 
only  to  home  revolutions;  and  we  know  how,  afar  from 
Soissons,  and  at  home  in  Tobacco-Parliament,  the  ma- 
chine is  influenced!  Enough,  the  explosive  procedures 
continue,  and  are  on  the  increasing  hand. 

Majesty's  hunting  at  Wusterhausen  was  hardly  done^ 
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when  that  alarming  Treaty  of  Seville  came  to 
(9th  November  1729),  France  and  England  ranked  by 
the  side  of  Spain,  disposing  of  Princes  and  Apanages 
at  their  will,  and  a  Kaiser  left  sitting  solitary,  —  which 
awakensthe  domestic  whirlwinds  at  Berlin,  among  other 
results.  ^^ Canaille  Anglaise,  English  Doggery!"  and 
similar  fine  epithets,  addressed  to  Wilhelmina  and  the 
Crown-Prince,  fly  about;  not  to  speak  of  occasional 
crockery  and  other  missiles.  Friedrich  Wilhelm  has 
forbidden  these  two  his  presence  altogether,  except  at 
dinner:  Out  of  my  sight,  ye  Canaille  Anglaise;  darken 
not  the  sunlight  for  me  at  all! 

This  is  in  the  Wusterhausen  time,  —  Hanover  Im- 
minency  only  two  months  gone.  And  Manmia  sends 
for  us  to  have  private  dialogues  in  her  Apartment  there, 
with  spies  out  in  every  direction  to  make  signal  of 
Majesty's  return  from  his  hunt,  —  who,  however,  sat- 
prises  us  on  one  occasion,  so  that  we  have  to  squat  for 
hours,  and  almost  get  suffocated.*  Whereupon  the 
Crown-Prince,  who  will  be  eighteen  in  a  couple  of 
months,  and  feels  the  indignity  of  such  things ,  begs  of 
Mamma  to  be  excused  in  future.  He  has  much  to 
suffer  from  his  Father  again,  writes  Dubourgay  in  the 
end  of  November:  "it  is  difficult  to  conceive  the  vile 
"stratagems  that  are  made  use  of  to  provoke  the 
"Father  against  the  Son."**  Or  again,  take  this,  as 
perhaps  marking  an  epoch  in  the  business,  a  fortnight 
farther  on: 

•  Wilhelmina  t  i*  172.  **  Duboargay,  28th  November  17SI. 
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December  10/A,  1729.  "His  Prussian  Majesty  cannot  bear 
the  sight  of  either  the  Prince  or  Princess-Royal.  The  other 
day,  he  asked  the  Prince;  'Kalkstein  makes  you  English; 
does  not  he?'"  Kalkstein,  your  old  Tutor,  Borck,  Knyp- 
ausen ,  Finckenstein ,  they  are  all  of  that  vile  clique !  "  To 
which  the  Prince  answered ,  *  I  respect  the  English  because 
I  know  the  people  there  love  me;'  upon  which  the  King 
seized  him  by  the  collar,  struck  him  fiercely  with  his  cane," 
1  fact  rained  showers  of  blows  upon  him;  "and  it  was  oidy 
by  superior  strength,"  thinks  Dubourgay,  "that  the  poor 
Prince  escaped  worse.  There  is  a  general  apprehension  of 
something  tragical  taking  place  before  long." 

Truly  the  situation  is  so  violent,  it  cannot  last. 
Lnd  in  efPect  a  wild  thought,  not  quite  new,  ripens  to 
,  resolution  in  the  Crown-Prince  under  such  pressures, 
n  reference  to  which,  as  we  grope  and  guess,  here  is 
,  Billet  to  Mamma,  which  Wilhelmina  has  preserved. 
Vilhelmina  omits  all  trace  of  date,  as  usual;  but  Du- 
ourgay,  in  the  above  Excerpt,  probably  supplies  that 
efect: 

Friedrich  to  his  Mother  (Potsdam,  December  1729). 

"I  am  in  the  uttermost  despair.  What  I  had  always  ap- 
prehended has  at  last  come  on  me.  The  King  has  entirely 
forgotten  that  I  am  his  Son.  This  morning  I  came  into  his 
room  as  usual;  at  the  first  sight  of  me,"  or  at  the  first 
assage  of  Kalkstein-dialogue  with  me,  "he  sprang  forward, 
seized  me  by  the  collar,  and  struck  me  a  shower  of  cruel 
blows  with  his  rattan.  I  tried  in  vain  to  screen  myself, 
he  was  in  so  terrible  a  rage,  almost  out  of  himself;  it 
was  only  weariness,"  not  my  superior  strength,  "that  made 
him  give  up. 
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"  I  am  driven  to  extremity.  I  have  too  much  honour  to  en- 
"  dure  such  treatment;  and  I  am  resolved  to  put  an  end  to  it  in 
"  one  way  or  another.*'  * 

Is  not  this  itself  sufficiently  tragical?  Not  the  first 
stroke  he  had  got,  we  can  surmise ;  but  the  first  torrent 
of  strokes,  and  open  beating  like  a  slave;  —  which  to 
a  proud  young  man  and  Prince,  at  such  age,  is  indeed 
intolerable.  Wilhelmina  knows  too  well  what  he  means 
by  "ending  it  in  one  way  or  another;"  but  strives  to 
reassure  Mamma  as  to  its  meaning  "flight,"  or  the  like 
desperate  resolution.  "Mere  violence  of  the  moment" 
argues  Wilhelmina;  terribly  aware  that  it  is  deeper 
rooted  than  that. 

Flight  is  not  a  new  idea  to  the  Crown-Prince;  in  » 
negative  form  we  have  seen  it  present  in  the  minds  of 
bystanders:  "a  Crown-Prince  determined  not  to  fly," 
whispei-ed  they.**  Some  weeks  ago,  Wilhelmina  writes: 
"The  King's  bad  treatments  began  again  on  his  reap- 
"pearance"  at  Potsdam  after  the  Hunting;  "he  never 
"saw  my  Brother  without  threatening  him  with  his 
"cane.  My  Brother  told  me  day  after  day,  He  would 
"endure  everything  from  the  King,  only  not  blows; 
"and  that  if  it  ever  came  to  such  extremity,  he  would 
"be  prepared  to  deliver  himself  by  running  o£" 
And  here,  it  would  seem,  the  extremity  has  actually 
come. 

Wilhelmina,  pitying  her  poor  Brother,  but  condem- 

*  Wilhelmina,  i.  175. 
**  Dnboargay  (9tti  August  1729),  aupri,  p.  91. 
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ning  him  on  many  points,  continues:*  "Lieutenant 
"Keith,"  that  wild  companion  of  his,  "had  been  gone 
"some  time;  stationed  in  Wesel  with  his  regiment." 
Which  fact  let  us  also  keep  in  mind.  "Keith's  de- 
"parture  had  been  a  great  joy  to  me;  in  the  hope  my 
"Brother  would  now  lead  a  more  regular  life:  but  it 
"proved  quite  otherwise.  A  second  favourite,  and  a 
"much  more  dangerous,  succeeded  Keith.  This  was 
a  young  man  of  the  name  of  Katte,  Captain-Lieute- 
nant in  the  Regiment  Gens-dPArmes,  He  was  highly 
"connected  in  the  Army;  his  Mother  had  been  a 
"daughter  of  Feldmarschall  Graf  von  Wartensleben," 
—  a  highest  dignitary  of  the  last  generation.  Katte's 
Father,  now  a  General  of  distinction,  rose  also  to  be 
Feldmarschall;  Cousins  too,  sons  of  a  Kammer-Presi- 
dent  von  Katte  at  Magdeburg,  rose  to  Army  rank  in 
time  coining;  but  not  this  poor  Katte,  —  whom  let  the 
reader  note! 

"General  Katte  his  Father,"  continues  Wilhelmina, 

"had  sent  him  to  the  Universities,    and  afterwards  to 

"travel,  desiring  he  should  be  a  Lawyer.    But  as  there 

"ivas  no  favour  to  expect  out  of  the  Army,   the  young 

"man  found  himself  at  last  placed  there,   contrary  to 

"his    expectation.     He   continued  to   apply  himself  to 

"studies:    he  had  wit,   book-culture,  acquaintance  with 

"the  world;    the  good  company  which  he  continued  to 

"frequent  had  given  him  polite  manners,  to  a  degree 

"then    rare    in   Berlin.     His  physiognomy  was  rather 

"disa^eeable  than  otherwise.     A  pair  of  thick  black 

•  L  178-174. 
Carlyle,  Frederic  the  Great.  HI.  "VV 
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"eyebrows  almost  covered  the  eyes  of  him;  his  look 
"had  in  it  somethmg  ominous,  presage  of  the  fate  lie 
"met  with:  a  tawny  skin,  torn  by  small-pox,  increased 
"his  ugliness.  He  affected  the  freethinker,  and  carried 
"libeilinism  to  excess;  a  great  deal  of  ambition  and 
"headlong  rashness  accompanied  this  vice."  A  danger 
ous  adviser  here  in  the  Berlin  element,  with  lightnings 
going!  "Such  a  favourite  was  not  the  man  to  bring 
"back  my  Brother  from  his  follies.  This  I  learned  at 
"our''  (Mamma's  and  my)  "return  to  Berlin,"  fix)m  the 

Wusterhausen  and  the  Potsdam  tribulations-   and 

think  of  it,   not  without  terror,  now  that  the  extremity 
seems  coming  or  come! 
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CHAPTER  IX. 

DOUBLE-MARRIAGE  SHALL  BE   OR   SHALL  NOT  BE. 

For  one  thing,  Friedrich  Wilhelm,  weary  of  all  this 
English  pother  and  fiitility,  will  end  the  Double-Mar- 
riage speculation;  Wilhelmina  shall  be  disposed  of, 
and  so  an  end.  Friedrich  Wilhelm,  once  the  hunting 
was  over  at  Wusterhausen,  ran  across,  southward,  —  to 
"Lubnow,"  Wilhelmina  calls  it,  —  to  Liibben  in  the 
Nether  Lausitz,*  a  short  day's  drive;  there  to  meet  in- 
cognito the  jovial  Polish  Majesty,  on  his  route  towards 
Dresden;  to  see  a  review  or  so;  and  have  a  little  talk 
with  the  ever  cheerful  Man  of  Sin.  Grumkow  and 
Seckendorf,  of  course  these  accompany;  Majesty's  sha- 
dow is  not  surer. 

Review  was  held  at  Liibben,  Weissenfels  Comman- 
der-in-chief taking  charge;  dinner  also,  a  dinner  or  two, 
with  much  talk  and  drink;  —  and  there  it  was  settled, 
Wilhelmina  has  since  known,  that  Weissenfels,  Royal 
Highness  in  the  Abstract,  was  to  be  her  Husband,  after 
all.  Weissenfels  will  do;  either  Weissenfels  or  else 
the  Margraf  of  Schwedt,  thinks  Friedrich  Wilhelm; 
somebody  shall  marry  the  baggage  out  of  hand,  and 
let  us  have  done  with  that.     Grumkow,   as  we  know, 


«  25th  October  1729  (Fassmann,  p.  404). 
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was  very  anxious  for  it;  calculating  thereby  to  cut  the 
ground  from  under  the  Old  Dessauer,  and  make  this 
Weissenfels  Generalissimo  of  Prussia;  a  patriotic 
thought  Polish  Majesty  lent  hand,  always  willing  to 
oblige. 

Friedrich  Wilhelm,  on  his  return  homewards,  went 
round  by  Dahme  for  a  night:  —  not  "Dam,"  O  Prin- 
cess, there  is  no  such  town  or  schlossi  Boimd  by 
Dahme,  a  little  town  and  patch  of  territory,  in  the 
Saxon  Countries,  which  was  Weissenfels'  Apanage;  — 
"where  plenty  of  Tokay"  cheered  the  royal  heart; 
and,  in  such  mood,  it  seemed  as  if  one's  Daughter 
might  do  very  well  in  this  extremely  limited  position. 
And  Weissenfels,  though  with  dark  misgivings  as  to 
Queen  Sophie,  was  but  too  happy  to  consent:  the  fool- 
ish creature;  a  little  given  to  liquor  too!  Friedrich 
Wilhelm,  with  this  fine  project  in  his  head,  drove 
home  to  Potsdam;  —  and  there  laid  about  him,  on  the 
poor  Crown-Prince,  in  the  way  we  have  seen;  terrify- 
ing Queen  and  Princess,  who  are  at  Berlin  till  Christ- 
mas and  the  Carnival  be  over.  Friedrich  Wilhehn 
means  to  see  the  Polish  Majesty  again  before  long,  — 
probably  so  soon  as  this  of  Weissenfels  is  fairly  got 
through  the  Female  Parliament,  where  it  is  like  there 
will  be  difficulties. 

Christmas  came  to  Berlin,  and  the  King  with,  it; 
who  did  the  gaieties  for  a  week  or  two,  and  spoke  no- 
thing about  business  to  his  Female  Parliament.  Dn- 
bourgay  saw  him,  at  Parade,  on  Newy ear's  morning; 
whither  all  manner  of  Foreign  Dignitaries  had  come  to 
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pay  their  respects:  "Well,"  cried  the  King  to  Dubour- 
gay,  "we  shall  have  a  War,  then,"  —  universal  deadly 
tug  at  those  Italian  Apanages,  for  and  against  an  in- 
sulted Kaiser,  —  "War;  and  then  all  that  ia  crooked 
"will  be  pulled  straight!"  So  spake  Friedrich  Wil- 
helm  on  the  Newyear's  morning;  War  in  Italy,  univer- 
sal spasm  of  wrestle  there,  being  now  the  expectation 
of  foolish  mankind.  Crooked  will  be  pulled  straight, 
thinks  Friedrich  Wilhelm;  and  perhaps  certain  high 
Majesties,  deaf  to  the  voice  of  Should-not,  will  under- 
stand that  of  Can-not,  Excellenz!  —  Crooked  will  be- 
come straight?  "Indeed  if  so,  your  Majesty,  the  sooner 
the  better!"     I  ventured  to  answer.* 

Newyear's  day  is  not  well  in,  and  the  ceremonial 
wishes  over,  when  Friedrich  Wilhelm,  his  mind  ftdl  of 
serious  domestic  and  foreign  matter,  withdraws  to  Pots- 
dam again;  and  therefrom  begins  fulminating  in  a 
terrible  manner  on  his  womankind  at  Berlin,  what  we 
called  his  Female  Parliament,  —  too  much  given  to 
opposition  courses  at  present.  Intends  to  have  his 
measures  passed  there,  in  defiance  of  opposition ;  straight- 
way; and  an  end  put  to  this  in^pressible  Double-Mar- 
riage higgle-haggle.  Speed  to  him!  we  will  say.  — 
Three  high  Crises  occur,  three  or  even  four,  which  can 
now  without  much  detail  be  made  intelligible  to  the 
patient  reader:  on  the  back  of  which  we  look  for  some 
catastrophe  and  finis  to  the  Business;  —  any  catastrophe 
that  will  prove  a  finis,  how  welcome  will  it  be! 

*  Dalxonrgay,  8th  Jannary  1780. 


214    DOUBLE-MAfiRIAGE  PROJECT  GOXNG  ABBIFT.   [boOKU 

Jan.  1730. 


Wilhelmina  to  he  married  out  of  hand.     Crisis  F^st: 
England  shall  say  Yes  or  say  No. 

Still  early  in  January,  a  few  days  after  his  Majesty's 
return  to  Potsdam,  three  high  Official  gentlemen,  Count 
Fink  von  Finckenstein,  old  Tutor  to  the  Prince,  Grum- 
kow  and  General  Borck  announce  themselves  one  morn- 
ing; "Have  a  pressing  message  from  the  King  to  her 
Majesty."*  Queen  is  astonished;  expecting  anything 
sooner.  —  "This  regards  me,  I  have  a  dreading!'' 
shuddered  Wilhelmina  to  Mamma.  "No  matter,"  said 
the  Queen,  shrugging  her  shoulders;  "one  must  have 
firmness;  "and  that  is  not  what  I  shall  want;"  —  and 
her  Majesty  went  into  the  Audience-chamber,  leaving 
Wilhelmina  in  such  tremors. 

Finckenstein,  a  friendly  man,  as  Borck  too  is,  ex- 
plains to  her  Majesty,  "That  they  three  have  received 
each  a  Letter  overnight,  —  Letter  from  the  Xing,  en- 
joining in  the  first  place  "silence  under  pain  of  death;" 
in  the  second  place,  apprising  them  that  he,  the  King, 
will  no  longer  endure  her  Majesty's  disobedience  in 
regard  to  the  marriage  of  his  Daughter,  but  will  banish 
Daughter  and  Mother  "to  Oranienburg,"  quasi-divorce, 
and  outer  darkness,  unless  there  be  compliance  with 
his  sovereign  will;  thirdly ^  that  they  are  accordingly  to 
go,  all  three,  to  her  Majesty,  to  deliver  the  enclosed 
Royal  Autograph"  (which  Finckenstein  presents),  "testi- 
fying what  said  aovet^i^w  ^\ll  U^  and  on  the  abova 
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terms  expect  her  Majesty's  reply;"  — -  as  they  have 
now  sorrowfully  done,  Finckenstein  and  Borck  with 
real  sorrow,  Grumkow  with  the  reverse  of  real. 

Sovereign  will  is  to  the  effect:  "Write  to  England 
one  other  time,  Will  yon  at  once*marry,  or  not  at  once; 
Yea  or  No?  Answer  can  be  here  within  a  fortnight; 
three  weeks,  even  in  case  of  bad  winds.  If  the  answer 
be  not  Yea  at  once;  then  you,  Madam,  you  at  once 
choose  Weissenfels  or  Schwedt,  one  or  the  other,  — 
under  what  penalties  you  know;  Oranienburg  and 
worse ! " 

Here  is  a  crisis.  But  her  Majesty  did  not  want 
firmness.  "Write  to  England?  Yes,  willingly.  But 
as  to  Weissenfels  and  Schwedt,  whatever  answer  come 
from  England,  —  Impossible!"  steadily  answers  her 
Majesty.  There  was  much  discourse,  suasive,  argumen- 
tative; Grumkow  "quoting  Scripture  on  her  Majesty, 
as  the  Devil  can  on  occasion,"  says  Wilhelmina.  Ex- 
press Scriptures,  Wives  be  obedient  to  your  husbands, 
and  the  like  texts:  but  her  Majesty,  on  the  Scripture 
side  too,  gave  him  as  good  as  he  brought.  "Did  not 
"Bethuel  the  son  of  Milcah,*  when  Abraham's  servant 
"asked  his  daughter  in  marriage  for  young  Isaac, 
"answer,  We  will  call  the  damsel  and  inquire  of  her 
^^ mouth.  And  they  called  Rebeccah,  and  said  unto  her, 
"  Wilt  thou  go  with  this  man ?  And  she  said,  I vnll  go" 
Scripture  for  Scripture,  Herr  von  Grumkow!  "Wives 
"must  obey  their  husbands;  surely  yes.  But  the  hus- 
"  bands  are  to   command  things  ^uat  aavfli  x^^aw^sSi^^ 

*  Genesis  xxW*  14-5S. 
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"The  King's  procedure  is  not  accordant  with  that  law. 
"He  is  for  doing  violence  to  my  Daughter's  indinatioii, 
"and  rendering  lier  unhappy  for  the  rest  of  her  days; 
" —  will  give  her  a  brutal  debauchee,"  fat  Weissenfels, 
so  describable  in  strong  language;  "a  younger  brother, 
"who  is  nothing  but  the  King  of  Poland's  officer; 
"landless,  and  without  means  to  live  according  to  his 
"rank.  Or  can  it  be  the  State  that  will  profit  from 
"such  a  marriage?  If  they  have  a  Household,  the 
"King  will  have  to  support  it.  —  Write  to  !England; 
"Yes;  but  whatever  the  answer  of  England,  Weissen- 
"fels  never  I  A  thousand  times  sooner  see  my  child  iq 
"her  grave  than  hopelessly  miserable  I"  Here  a  quahn 
overtook  her  Majesty;  for  in  fact  she  is  in  an  interest- 
ing state,  third  month  of  her  time:  "I  am  not  well 
"You  should  spare  me,  Gentlemen,  in  the  state  I  an 
"in.  —  I  do  not  accuse  the  King,"  concluded  she:  **I 
"know,"  hurling  a  glance  at  Grumkow,  "to  whom  I 
"owe  all  this;"  —  and  withdrew  to  her  interior  privi- 
cies;  reading  there  with  Wilhelmina  "the  King*s  cmd 
Letter,"  and  weeping  largely,  though  firm  to  the  death* 
What,  to  do  in  such  a  crisis?  Assemble  the  Female 
Parliament,  for  one  thing:  good  Madam  Finckenstein 
(old  Tutor's  wife),  good  Mamsell  BtQow,  Mamsell  Sons- 
feld  (Wilhelmina's  Governess),  and  other  faiths  women: 
—  well  if  we  can  keep  away  traitresses ,  female  spies 
that  are  prowling  about;  especially  one  "Ramen,"  a 
Queen's  soubrette,  who  gets  trusted  with  everything, 

*  Wilhelmina,  I.  1'I9-\%'1\  Dxx\»owt^«<7  bu  nothing,  —  probably  had 
iieard  nothing ,  tiicre  being  *'  aVVwi**  uxAw  ^«\».  ^v  ^<»sa?^  \vt  Ni&!^x&0\^«Bt. 
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'  li  and  betrays  everything;  upon  whom  Wilhehnina  is  often 
3is  eloquent.  Never  was  such  a  traitress ;  took  Dubourgay's 
isj  bribe,  which  the  Queen  had  advised;  and,  all  the  same, 
zh  betrays  everything,  —  bribe  included.  And  the  Queen, 
qp;  so  bewitched,  can  keep  nothing  from  her.  Female 
gJT:  ^Parliament  must  take  precautions  about  the  Kamen!  — 
^  Por  the  rest,  Female  Parliament  advises  two  things: 
tf  1**-  Pressing  Letter  to  England;  that  of  course,  written 
ii  with  the  eloquence  of  despair:  and  then  2®.  That  in 
r  case  of  utter  extremity,  her  Majesty  "pretend  to  fall 
p  ill."  That  is  Crisis  First;  and  that  is  their  expedient 
upon  it. 

liCtter  goes  to  England,  therefore;  setting  forth  the 

extremity  of  strait  and  pinch:  "Now  or  never,   0  my 

Sister    Caroline!"      Many  such  have  gone,    first   and 

last ;    but  this  is  the  strongest  of  all.     Nay  the  Crown- 

I^rince  too  shall  write  to  his  Aunt  of  England:   you, 

"Wilhelmina,   draw  out  a  fit  brief  Letter  for  him;  send 

it  to  Potsdam,   he  will  copy  it  there!*     So  orders  the 

Mother:    Wilhelmina  does  it,    with    a  terrified  heart; 

Cro-wn-Prince  copies  without  scruple:   "I  have  already 

given  your  Majesty  my  word  of  honour  never  to  wed 

emy    one  but  the  Princess  Amelia  your  Daughter;  I 

liere  reiterate  that  promise,  in  case  your  Majesty  will 

consent  to  my  Sister^s  Marriage,''  —  should  that  alone 

prove  possible  in  the  present  intricacies.     "We  are  all 

^  reduced   to  Bucb  a  state  that"  —  Wilhelmina  gives 

lie  XLietter  in  fall;   but  as  it  is  professedly  of  her  own 

•  Wilhelmiiia,  I.  isa. 
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composition,  a  loose  vague  piece,  the  very  date  of 
which  you  have  to  grope  out  for  yourself,  it  cannot 
even  count  among  the  several  Letters  written  hy  the 
Crown-Prince,  hoth  hefore  and  after  it,  to  the  same 
eflTect,  which  are  now  prohahly  all  of  them  lost,*  with- 
out regret  to  anybody;  and  we  will  not  reckon  it  worth 
transcribing  farther.  Such  Missive,  such  two  Missives 
(not  now  found  in  any  Archive)  speed  to  England  by 
express;  may  the  winds  be  favourable.  Her  Majesty 
waits  anxious  at  Berlin;  ready  to  take  refage  in  a  bed 
of  sickness,  should  bad  come  to  worse. 

Duhourgay  strikes  a  light  for  the  English  Court 

In  England,  in  the  mean  while,  they  have  received 
a  curious  little  piece  of  secret  information.  One  Keichen- 
bach,  Prussian  Envoy  at  London  —  Dubourgay  has 
long  marvelled  at  the  man  and  at  the  news  he  send^ 
^  Berlin.  Here,  of  date  17th  January  1730,  is  a 
Letter  on  that  subject  from  Dubourgay,  official  but 
private  as  yet,  for  "George  Tilson,  Esq.:"  —  Tilson 
is  Under-Secretary  in  the  Foreign  Office,  whose  name 
often  turns  up  on  such  occasions  in  the  Dubourgay^  tlie 
Robinson  and  other  extinct  Paper-heaps  of  that  time. 
Dubourgay  dates  doubly,  by  old  and  new  style;  in  ge- 
neral we  print  by  the  new  only,  unless  the  contrary  be 
specified. 

*  Trace  of  one ,  Copy  of  Amw&t  from  Qneen  Caroline  to  what  seems  to 
have  been  one,  Answer  rather  of  dissaasive  tenor,  is  in  State-Paper  Office: 
Pnumn  Despatches    vo\.  x\.,  —  ^•Xfe\^%%\  ^xOa^XiVj  %<utcA  monthB  later  fn 
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"  To  George  Tilson ,  Esq.  (Private.) 

"Berlin,  6th  Jan.  1729  (by  new  style,  17th  Jan.  1730). 

" Sir,  —  I  believe  you  may  remember  that  we  have  for  a 
"longtime  suspected  that  most  of  Reichenbach's Despatches 
"were  dictated  by  some  people  here.  About  two  days  ago  a 
"  Paper  fell  into  my  hands,"  realised  quietly  for  a  considera- 
tion ,  "  containing  an  Account  of  money  charged  to  the  *  Bro- 
"  thers  Jourdan  and  Lautiers ,'  Merchants  here ,  by  their  Cor- 
"  respondent  in  London ,  for  sending  Letters  from ,"  properly 
in,  or  through,  "  your  City  to  Reichenbach. 

"  Jourdan  and  Lautiers's  London  Correspondents  are  Mr. 
"  Thomas  Greenhill  in  Little  Bell  Alley  and  Mr.  John  Motteux 
"in  St.  Mary  Axe.  Mr.  Guerin  my  Agent  knows  them  very 
"well;  having  paid  them  several  little  bills  on  my  account:" 
—  Better  ask  Mr.  Guerin.  "1  know  not  through  the  hands  of 
'*  which  of  those  Merchants  the  above-mentioned  Letters  have 
"passed;  but  you  have  ways  enough  to  find  it  out,  if  you 
'  *  think  it  worth  while.  I  make  no  manner  of  doubt  but  Grum- 
'*kow  and  his  party  make  use  of  this  conveyance  to  (sic)  their 
"instructions  to  Reichenbach.  In  the  Account  which  I  have 
'^seen,  *eighteen-pence'  is  charged  for  carrying  each  Letter 
'*to  Reichenbach:  the  charge  in  general  is  for  *  Thirty- two 
"Letters;'  and  refers  to  a  former  Account."  So  that  they 
must  have  been  long  at  it. 

"  I  am  with  the  greatest  truth, 

"DUBOUBOAY." 

Here  is  a  trail  which  Tilson  will  have  no  difficulty 
in  running  down.      I    forget  whether  it  was  in  Bell 
Alley  or  St  Mary  Axe  that  the  nest  was  found;  but 
found  it  soon  was,  and  the  due  spxinges  'w^x^  ^^\.\  ^2c^^ 
g&me  came  steadily  dropping  in^  —  "]Le\X.ct%  N.^  ^2oA> 
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Letters  from,  —  which,  when  once  his  Britannic  Ma- 
jesty had,  with  reluctance,  given  warrant  to  open  and 
decipher  them,  threw  light  on  Prussian  Affairs,  and 
yielded  fine  sport  and  speculation  in  the  Biitannk 
Majesty^s  Apartment  on  an  evening. 

This  is  no  other  than  the  celebrated  "Cipher  Cor- 
^^respondence  between  G-rumkow  and  Reichenbach;" 
Grumkow  covertly  instructing  his  slave  Keichenhach 
what  the  London  news  shall  be;  Reichenbach  answer- 
ing him,  To  hear  is  to  obey!  Correspondence  much 
noised  of  in  the  modem  Prussian  Books;  and  which 
was,  no  doubt,  very  wonderftil  to  Tilson  and  Company; 
—  capable  of  being  turned  to  uses,  they  thought.  The 
reader  shall  see  specimens  by  and  by;  and  he  will  find 
it  unimportant  enough,  and  unspeakably  stupid  to  hin. 
It  does  show  Grumkow  as  the  extreme  of  subtle  fowlers, 
and  how  the  dirty-fingered  Seckendorf  and  he  cooked 
their  birdlime:  but  to  us  that  is  not  new,  though  at 
St.  Jameses  it  was.  Perhaps  uses  may  lie  in  it  Ihere? 
At  all  events,  it  is  a  pretty  topic  in  Queen  Caroline's 
apartment  on  an  evening;  and  the  little  Majesty  and 
she,  with  various  laughters  and  reflections,  can  dkcern, 
a  little.  How  a  poor  King  of  Prussia  is  befooled  by 
his  servants,  and  in  what  way  a  fierce  Bear  is  led 
about  by  the  nose,  and  dances  to  Grumkow's  piping. 
Poor  soul,  much  of  his  late  raging  and  growling,  pe^ 
haps  it  was  only  Grumkow's  and  not  his!  Does  not 
hate  us,  he,  perhaps;  but  only  Grumkow  through  him? 
This  doleful  enchaiitixv&ivt^  sxvd  that  the  Royal  Wild 

Bear  dances  oiiVy  to  tona^^  wji^x.  \a  X^^V'^^Ha.'ssssd., 
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when  we  want  anything  with  him.  —  Those,  amid  the 
teheeings,  are  reflections  that  cannot  escape  Queen 
Caroline  and  her  little  George,  while  the  Prussian  Ex- 
press, unknown  to  them,  is  on  the  road. 


Wilhelmina  to  he  married  out  of  hand.     Crisis  Second: 

England  shall  have  said  No, 

The  Prussian  Express,  Queen  Sophie's  Courier  to 
England,  made  his  hest  speed:  but  he  depends  on  the 
winds  for  even  arriving  there;  and  then  he  depends  on 
the  chances  for  an  answer  there;  an  tincertain  Courier 
as  to  time:  and  it  was  not  in  the  power  of  speed  to 
keep  pace  with  Friedrich  Wilhelm's  impatience.  "No 
answer  yet?"  growls  Friedrich  Wilhelm  before  a  fort- 
night is  gone.  "No  answer?"  —  and  January  has 
not  ended  till  a  new  Deputation  of  the  same  Three 
Gentlemen,  Finckenstein,  Borck,  Grumkow,  again  waits 
on  the  Queen,  for  whom  there  is  now  this  other  mes- 
sage. "Wednesday,  25th  January  1730,"  so  Dubour- 
gay  dates  it;  so  likewise  Wilhelmina,  right  for  once: 
**a  day  I  shall  never  forget,"  adds  she. 

Finckenstein  and  Borck,  merciful  persons,  and  al- 
ways of  the  English  party,  were  again  profoundly 
sorry.  Borck  has  a  blaze  of  temper  in  him-  withal; 
we  hear  he  apprised  Grumkow,  at  one  point  of  the 
dialogue,  that  he,  Grumkow,  was  a  "scoundrel,"  so 
Dubourgay  calls  it,  —  which  was  onft  \m^'ettL'8XJwb  NxssSkv 
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offered  there  that  day.  But  what  can  anything  profit? 
The  Message  is:  "Whatever  the  answer  now  be  fix)m 
England,  I  will  have  nothing  to  do  with  it.  Negative, 
procrastinative,  affirmative,  to  me  it  shall  be  zero. 
You,  Madam,  have  to  choose,  for  Wilhelmina,  between 
Weissenfels  and  Schwedt;  otherwise  I  myself  wiU 
choose:  and  upon  you  and  her  will  alight  Oranienhurg, 
outer  darkness,  and  just  penalties  of  mutiny  against  the 
Authority  set  over  you  by  God  and  men.  Weissenfels 
or  Schwedt:  choose  straightway."  This  is  the  King's 
message  by  these  Three. 

"You  can  inform  the  King,"  replied  her  Majesty,* 
"that  he  will  never  make  me  consent  to  render  my 
"Daughter  miserable;  and  that,  so  long  as  a  breath  of 
"  life  {iin  souffle  de  vie)  remains  in  me,  I  will  not  permit 
"her  to  take  either  the  one  or  the  other  of  those  per 
"sons."  Is  that  enough?  "For  you,  Sir,"  added  her 
Majesty,  turning  to  Grumkow,  "for  you,  Sir,  who  are 
"the  author  of  my  misfortunes,  may  my  curse  fall  upon 
"you  and  your  house!  You  have  this  day  killed  me. 
"But  I  doubt  not.  Heaven  will  hear  my  prayer,  and 
"avenge  these  wrongs."**  —  And  herewitii,  to  a  bed 
of  sickness,  as  the  one  refuge  left! 

Her  Majesty  does  now,  in  fact,  take  to  bed  at  Be^ 
Iin;  "fallen  very  ill,"  it  would  appear;  which  gives 
some    pause    to  Friedrich  Wilhelm   till    he    ascertain. 

«  Wilhelmina,  i.  188. 
•«  Dnboargay,  28th  January  1730;  Wilhelmina,  1.  188  (who  suppresses 
the  maledictory  part). 
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'Poorly,  for  certain,*'  report  the  Doctors,  even  Fried- 
-ich  Wilhelm's  Doctor.  The  humane  Doctors  have 
dlently  given  one  another  the  hint;  for  Berlin  is  one 
;empest  of  whispers  about  her  Majesty's  domestic  sor- 
'ows.  "Poorly,  for  interesting  reasons:  —  perhaps  be 
^orse  before  she  is  better,  your  Majesty!" —  "Hmph!" 
hinks  Friedrich  Wilhelm  out  at  Potsdam.  And  then 
be  treacherous  Eamen  reports  that  it  is  all  shamming; 
ind  his  Majesty,  a  Bear,  though  a  loving  one,  is  driven 
nto  wrath  again;  and  so  wavers  nrom  side  to  side. 

It  is  certain  the  Queen  held,  faster  or  looser,  by 
ler  bed  of  sickness,  as  a  main  refuge  in  these  emer- 
gencies: the  last  shift  of  oppressed  womankind;  — 
lanctioned  by  Female  Psarliament,  in  this  instance. 
'Has  had  a  miscarriage!"  writes  Dubourgay,  from 
Berlin  gossip ,  at  the  beginning  of  the  business.  Nay 
it  one  time,  she  became  really  ill,  to  a  dangerous 
ength;  and  his  Majesty  did  not  at  first  believe  it;  and 
hen  was  like  to  break  his  heart,  poor  Bear;  and  par- 
loned  Wilhehnina  and  even  Fritz,  at  the  Mother's  re- 
[uest,  —  till  symptoms  mended  again.*  Jami-bleu, 
ierr  Seckendorf,  "Grumkow  serves  us  honourably 
dienet  ehrlichy  —  does  not  he!  —  Ambiguous  bed  of 
ickness,  a  refiige  in  time  of  trouble,  did  not  quite 
erminate  till  May  next,  when  her  Majesty's  time  came; 
I  fine  young  Prince  the  result;**  —  and  this  mode  of 
efuge  in  trouble  ceased  to  be  necessary. 

•  Wilhelmina,  i.  207. 
•»  28d  May  1730,  Aagast  Ferdinand;  Ilot  \w!t  <i\LV\^. 
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Wilhelmina  to   be  married  out  of  hand.     Crisis  Third: 
Majesty  himself  will  choose,  then. 

Directly  on  the  back  of  that  peremptory  act  of 
disobedience  by  the  womankind  on  Wednesday  last, 
Friedrich  Wilhelm  came  to  Berlin  himself.  He  stonn- 
fuUy  reproached  his  Qaeen,  regardless  of  the  sickbed; 
intimated  the  infallible  certainty,  That  Wilhelmina 
nevertheless  would  wed  without  delay,  and  that  either 
Weissenfels  or  Schwedt  would  be  the  man.  And  this 
said,  he  straightway  walked  out  to  put  the  same  in 
execution. 

Walked,  namely,  to* the  Mother  Margravine  of 
Schwedt,  the  lady  in  high  colours,  Old  Dessauer^s 
Sister;  and  proposed  to  her  that  Wilhelmina  should 
marry  her  Son.  —  "The  supreme  wish  of  my  life, 
your  Majesty,"  replied  she  of  the  high  colours:  "But, 
against  the  Princess's  own  will,  how  can  I  accept  such 
happiness?  Alas,  your  Majesty,  I  never  can!"  —  and 
flatly  refused  his  Majesty  on  those  terms:  a  thing  Wil- 
helmina will  ever  gratefully  remember  of  her.* 

So  that  the  King  is  now  reduced  to  Weissenfels; 
and  returns  still  more  indignant  to  her  Majesty's  apart- 
ment Weissenfels,  however,  it  shall  be:  and  frightful 
rumours  go  that  he  is  written  to,  that  he  is  privately 
coining,  and  that  there  will  be  no  remedy.**  Wil- 
helmina, formerly  almost  too  florid,  is  gone  to  a 
shadow;    "her  waist  hardly  half  an  ell;"    worn  down 

•  Wilhelmina,  i.  197.  »«  lb. 
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by  these  agitations.  The  Prince  and  she,  if  the  King 
see  either  of  them,  —  it  is  safer  to  run,  or  squat 
behind  screens. 


How  Friedrich  Prince  of  Bcdreuih  came  to  he  the  Man, 

after  all. 

In  this  high  wind  of  extremity,  the  King  now  on 
the  spot  and  in  such  temper,  Borck  privately  advises, 
"That  her  Majesty  bend  a  little,  —  pretend  to  give 
up  the  English  connexion,   and  propose  a  third-party, 
to  get  rid  of  Weissenfels."  —  "What  third-party,  *  then?" 
"Well,  there  is  young  Brandenburg-Culmbach,  for  ex- 
ample, Heir-Apparent  of  Baireu^h;   Friedrich,  a  hand- 
some enough  young  Prince,  just  coming  home  from 
the  Grand  Tour,  we  hear;    will  have  a  fine  Territory 
when  his  Father  dies!    age  is  suitable;    old  kinship 
with  the  House,  all  money-quarrels  settled  eight  or  ten 
years  ago:    why  not  him?"  —  "Excellent!"    said  her 
Majesty;    and  does  suggest  him  to  the  King,  in  the 
next  Schwedt- Weissenfels  onslaught.  Friedrich  Wilhelm 
grumbles  an  assent,   "Well,  then:  —  but  I  will  be 
passive,   observe;   not  a  groschen  of  Dowry,  for  one 
thingi"  — 

And  this  is  the  first  appearance  of  the  young  Mar- 
graf  Friedrich,  Heir- Apparent  of  Baireuth;  who  comes 
in  as  a  hypothetic  figure,  at  this  late  stage;  —  and 
will  cany  off  the  fair  prize,  as  is  well  known.  Still 
only  doing  the  Grand  Tour;  little  dreaming  of  the 
high  fortune  about  to  drop  into  his  mouth.     So  many 

Carlyle,  Frederic  th€  Great.   HI.  ^ 
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wooers,  "four  Kings"  among  them,  snihg  in  vain;  him, 
without  suing,  the  Fates  appoint  to  be  the  man. 

Not  a  bad  young  fellow  at  all,  though  no  king. 
Wilhelmina,  we  shall  find,  takes  channinglj  to  him, 
like  a  good  female  soul;  regretless  of  the  Four  Kings; 
—  finds  her  own  safe  little  island  there  the  prettiest 
in  the  world,  after  such  perils  of  drowning  in  stormy 
seas.  —  Of  his  Brandenburg  genealogy,  degree  of 
cousinship  to  Queen  Caroline  of  England,  and  to  the 
lately  wedded  young  gentleman  of  Anspach  Queen 
Caroline's  Nephew,  we  shall  say  nothing  farther,  having 
already'  spoken  of  it,  and  even  drawn  an  abstruse 
Diagram  of  it,f  sufficient  for  the  most  genealogical 
reader.  But  in  regard  to  that  of  the  peremptory  "Not 
a  groschen  of  Dowry"  fi'om  Friedrich  Wilhelm  (which 
was  but  a  bark,  after  all,  and  proved  the  reverse  of  a 
bite,  from  his  Majesty),  there  may  a  word  of  ex- 
planation be  permissible. 

The  Ancestor  of  this  Baireuth  Prince  Friedrich,  — 
as  readers  knew  once,  but  doubtless  have  forgotten 
again,  —  was  a  Younger  Son;  and  for  six  generations 
so  it  stood:  not  till  the  Father  of  this  Friedrich  was  of 
good  age,  and  only  within  these  few  years,  did  the 
Elder  branch  die  out,  and  the  Younger,  in  the  person 
of  said  Father,  succeed  to  Baireuth.  Friedrich's  Grand- 
father, as  all  these  progenitors  had  done,  lived  poorly, 
like  Cadets,  on  apanages  and  makeshifts. 

So  that  the  young  Prince's  Father,  George  Friedrich, 
present  incumbent,  aa  we  may  call  him,  of  Baireuth, 

*  lLtl\A^^  "^qVW.  ^«\^. 
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found  himself,  —  with  a  couple  of  Brothers  he  has, 
whom  also  we  may  transiently  see  by  and  by,  —  in 
very  straitened  circumstances  in  their  young  years. 
Their  Father,  son  of  younger  sons  as  we  saw,  was  him- 
self poor,  and  he  had  Fourteen  of  them  as  family. 
Now,  in  old  King  Friedrich  I.'s  time,  it  became  ap- 
parent, as  the  then  reigning  Margraf  of  Baireuth's 
children  all  died  soon  after  birth,  that  one  of  these 
necessitous  Fourteen  was  likely  to  succeed  in  Baireuth, 
if  they  could  hold  out.  Old  King  Friedrich  thereupon 
said,  "You  have  chances  of  succession;  true  enough, — 
but  nobody  knows  what  will  become  of  that.  Sell 
your  chance  to  me,  who  am  ultimate  Heir  of  all:  I 
will  give  you  a  round  sum,  —  the  little  *Domain  of 
Weverlingen'  in  the  Halberstadt  Country,  and  say 
'  Half-a-Million  Thalers;'  there  you  can  live  com- 
fortably, and  support  your  Fourteen  Children."  — 
"Done,"  said  the  necessitous  Cousin;  went  to  Wever- 
lingen  accordingly;  and  there  lived  the  rest  of  his  days, 
till  1708;  leaving  his  necessitous  Fourteen,  or  about 
Ten  of  them  that  were  alive  and  growing  up,  still  all 
minors,  and  necessitous  enough. 

The  young  men,  George  Friedrich  at  the  top  of 
them,  kept  silence  in  Weverlingen,  and  conformed  to 
Papa;  having  nothing  to  live  upon  elsewhere.  But 
they  had  their  own  thoughts ;  especially  as  their  Cousin 
of  Baireuth  was  more  and  more  likely  to  die  childless. 
And  at  length,  being  in  the  Kaiser's  service  as  soldiers 
some  of  them,  and  having  made  'w\ia\.  \xs}t"et^^\»  ^^wji 
feasible,  tbejr,  early  in  Friedrich  ^iOie\cDLft  t^\^c^>s«s^ 
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out.  That  is  to  say,  appealed  to  the  BeichsJio froth 
(Imperial  Aulic  Council  at  Vienna;  chief  Court  of  the 
Empire  in  such  cases);  openlj  protesting  there,  That 
their  Papa  had  no  power  to  make  such  a  bargain, 
selling  their  birthright  for  immediate  pottage;  and  that, 
in  brief,  they  would  not  stand  by  it  at  all;  —  and 
summoned  Friedrich  Wilhelm  to  show  cause  why  they 
should. 

Long  lawsuit,  in  consequence;  lengthy  law-pleadings, 
and  much  parchment  and  wiggery,  in  that  German  Tri- 
ple-Elixir of  Chancery;  —  little  to  the  joy  of  Friedrich 
Wilhelm.  Friedrich  Wilhelm,  from  the  first,  was  fair- 
ness itself:  "Pay.  me  back  the  money;  and  let  it  be, 
in  all  points,  as  you  say!"  answered  Friedrich  Wilhelm, 
from  the  first.  Alas,  the  money  was  eaten;  how  could 
the  money  be  paid  back?  The  Reichshofrath  dubita- 
tively  shook  its  wig,  for  years:  "Bargain  bad  in  Law; 
but  Money  clearly  repayable:  the  Money  was  and  is 
good;  —  what  shall  be  done  about  the  Money!"  At 
length,  in  1722,  Friedrich  Wilhelm,  of  himself,  settled 
with  this  present  Margraf,  then  Heir-Presumptive,  How, 
by  steady  slow  instalments,  it  could  be  possible,  from 
the  revenues  of  Baireuth,  thriftily  administered,  to  pay 
back  that  Half-Million  and  odd  Thalers;  and  the  now 
Margraf,  ever  since  his  accession  in  1726,  has  been 
annually  doing  it  So  that  there  is,  at  this  time,  nothing 
but  composed  kinship  and  friendship  between  the  two 
Courts,  the  little  and  the  big:  only  Friedrich  Wilhelm, 
especially  with  Taia  "wiW  cxc^^^ed  in  this  matter  of  the 
Baireuth  Maxriage,  \X»i!S^  ^^  Vwaa.^^  ^^^^^^^^  ^s^^xa 
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money  into  such  a  gulf?  The  600,000  Thalers  had 
better  be  got  out  first!"  and  says,  he  will  give  no 
Dowry  at  all,  nor  take  any  charge,  not  so  much  as 
give  away  the  Bride,  but  be  passive  in  the  matter. 

Queen  Sophie,  delighted  to  conquer  Grumkow  at 
any  rate,  is  charmed  with  this  notion  of  Baireuth;  and 
for  a  moment  forgets  all  other  considerations:  Should 
England  prove  slack  and  fail,  what  a  resource  will 
Baireuth  be,  compared  with  Weissenfelsl  And  Wil- 
helmina  entering,  her  Majesty  breaks  forth  into  admi- 
ration over  the  victory,  or  half-victoty,  just  gained: 
What  a  husband  for  you  this,  my  dear,  in  comparison! 
And  as  Wilhelmina  cannot  quite  join  in  the  rapture  on 
a  sudden;  and  cannot  even  consent,  unless  Papa  too 
give  his  real  countenance  to  the  match.  Mamma. flies 
out  upon  the  poor  young  Lady:*  "Take  the  Grand. 
Turk  or  the  Great  Mogul,  then,"  said  the  Queen,  "and 
"follow  your  own  caprice!*  I  should  not  have  brought 
"so  many  sorrows  on  myself,  had  I  known  you  better. 
"Follow  the  King's  bidding,  then;  it  is  your  own  affair. 
"I  will  no  longer  trouble  myself  about  your  concerns;  — 
"and  spare  me,  please,  the  sorrow  of  your  odious  pre- 
"sence,  for  I  cannot  stand  it!"  Wilhelmina  wished  to 
reply,  but  the  answer  was,  "Silence!  Go,  I  tell  you!" 
"And  I  retired  all  in  tears." 

"All  in  tears."  The  Double-Marriage  drifting  fa- 
riously  this  long  while,  in  such  a  sea  as  never  waa\ 
and  breakers  now  close  alee,  —  Tclov^  \)tka  ^<^«^^x^^ 

•  Wilhelmina,  I.  ^01. 


230    DOUBLE-HABBIAQE  PROJECT  GdNG  ADBIFT.  [bOOKTL 

Jan.-Feb.  17S0.. 

crew  fallen  to  staving-in  the  liquor-casks,  and  qua^ 
relling  with  one  another?  —  Evident  one  thing  is,  her 
Majesty  cannot  be  considered  a  perfectly  wise  Mother! 
We  shall  see  what  her  behaviour  is,  when  Wilhelmina 
actually  weds  this  respectable  young  Prince.  Ungrate- 
ful creature,  to  wish  Papa^s  consent  as  well  as  mine! 
that  is  the  maternal  feeling  at  this  moment;  and  Wil- 
helmina weeps  bitterly,  as  one  of  the  unluckiest  of 
young  Ladies. 

Nay,  her  Brother  himself,  who  is  sick  of  this  pe^ 
manent  hurricane,  and  would  fain  see  the  end  of  it  at 
any  price,  takes  Mammals  part;  and  Wilhelmina  and 
he  come  to  high  words  on  the  matter.  This  was  the 
unkindest  cut  of  all:  —  but  of  course,  this  healed  in  a 
day.  Poor  Prince,  he  has  his  own  allowance  of  insults, 
disgraces,  blows;  has  just  been  found  out  in  some  plan, 
or  suspicion  of  a  plan;  found  out  to  be  in  debt  at  least, 
and  been  half-miraculously  pardoned;  —  and,  except 
in  flight,  he  still  sees  no  deliverance  ahead.  Five  days 
ago,  22d  January  1730,  there  came  out  a  Cabinet- 
Order  (summary  Act  of  Parliament,  so  to  speak)  against 
"lending  money  to  Princes  of  the  Blood,  were  it  even 
to  the  Prince-Eoyal."    A  crime  and  misdemeanour,  that 

-shall  now  be;  and  Forfeiture  of  the  Money  is  only  part 
of  the  penalty,  according  to  this  Cabinet-Order.  Eu- 
mour  is,  the  Crown-Prince  had  purchased  a  vehicle  and 
appurtenances  at  Leipzig,  and  was  for  running  off. 
Certainty  is,  he  was  discovered  to  have  borrowed 
1,000  Thalerd  feom  a  certain  moneyed  man  at  Berlin 

(money  made  from  Yieack  ^cd^  ^  m^\^i\^'iY^^Y  \jaw'a 
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time) ;  —  which  debt  Friedrich  Wilhelm  instantly  paid. 
"Your  whole  debt,  then,  is  that?  Tell  me  the  whole!" 
—  "My  whole  debt,"  answered  the  Prince;  who  durst 
not  own  to  about  9,000  other  Thalers  (1,500Z.)  he  has 
borrowed  from  other  quarters,  first  and  last.  Friedrich 
Wilhelm  saw  perhaps  some  premonition  of  flight,  or  of 
desperate  measures,  in  this  business;  and  was  unexpec- 
tedly mild:  paid  the  1,000  Thalers  instantly;  adding 
the  Cabinet-Order  against  fixture  contingencies.*  The 
Prince  was  in  this  humour  when  he  took  Mamma's  side, 
and  redoubled  Wilhelmina's  grief. 


Double-Marriage^  on  the  edge  of  shipwreck^  fliea-off  a  land 
of  Carrier^Pigeon^  or  Noah's-Dovey  to  England  ^  with 
cry  for  Help, 

Faithfiil  Mamsell  Biilow  consoles  the  Princess: 
"Wait,  I  have  news  that  will  put  her  Majesty  in  fine 
humour!"  —  And  she  really  proved  as  good  as  her 
word.  Her  news  is,  Dubourgay  and  Elnyphausen,  in 
this  extremity  of  pinch,  have  decided  to  send  off  not 
letters  merely,  but  a  speaking  Messenger  to  the  English 
Court.  One  Dr.  Villa;  some  kind  of  "English  Chaplain" 
here,**  whose  chief  trade  is  that  he  teaches  Wilhelmina 
English;  Rev.  Dr.  Villa,  who  honours  Wilhelmina  as 
he  ought,  shall  be  the  man.  Is  to  go  instantly;  will 
explain  what  the  fatal  pass  we  are  reduced  to  is,  and 

*  Banke,  i.  296;  Fd'rster,  <fec. 
**  WUbelmlna,  I.  208;  Dubonrgay's  De8paU\i,  ^^Uj.  JmwjlW^  Yl'aa^ 
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whether  Prihcess  Wilhelmina  is  the  fright  some  repie- 
sent  her  there  or  not 

Her  Majesty  is  overjoyed  to  hear  it:  who  would 
not  be?  Her  Majesty  "writes  Letters"  of  the  due 
vehemency,  thinks  Wilhehnina,  —  dare  not  write  at 
all,  says  Dubonrgay;  —  but  loads  Villa  with  presents, 
with  advices;  with  her  whole  heart  speeds  him  under 
way.  "Dismissed,  turned  off  for  some  fault  or  other, 
—  or  perhaps  because  the  Princess  knows  enough  of 
English?"   so  the  rumour  goes,  in  Villa's  Berlin  circle. 

"The  Chaplain  set  out  with  his  despatches,"  says 
Wilhelmina,  who  does  not  name  him,  but  is  rather 
eloquent  upon  his  errand;  "loaded  with  presents  from 
"the  Queen.  On  taking  leave  of  me  he  wept  warm 
"tears.  He  said,  saluting  in  the  English  fashion,"  — 
I  hope  with  bended  knee,  and  the  maiden's  fingers 
at  his  lips,  —  "  *He  would  deny  his  Country,  if  it  did 
"not  do  its  duty  on  this  occasion.' "  And  so  hastened 
forth  on  his  errand.  Like  a  Carrier-Pigeon  sent  in  ex- 
tremity; like  Noah's  Dove  in  the  Deluge:  may  he  revisit 
our  perishing  Ark  with  Olive  in  his  bill! 
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CHAPTER  L 

ENGLAND  SENDS  THE  EXCELLENCT  HOTHAM  TO  BERLIN. 

Things,  therefore,  are  got  to  a  dead-lock  at  Berlin: 
rebellious  Womankind  peremptorily  revise  Weissenfels, 
and  take  to  a  bed  of  sickness;  inexpugnable  there,  for 
the  moment  Baireuth  is  but  a  weak  middle  term;  and 
there  are  disagreements  on  it  Answer  from  England, 
affirmative  or  even  negative,  we  have  yet  none. 
Promptly  affirmative,  that  might  still  avail,  and  be  an 
honourable  outcome.  Perhaps  better  pause  till  that 
arrive,  and  declare  itself?  —  Friedrich  Wilhelm  knows 
nothing  of  the  Villa  mission,  of  the  urgencies  that  have 
been  used  in  England:  but,  in  present  circumstances, 
he  can  pause  for  their  answer. 

Majesty  and  Orovm-Prince  with  Mm  make  a  run  to 

Dresden, 

m 

To  outward  appearance,  Friedrich  Wilhelm,  having 
written  that  message  to  Baireuth,  seems  easier  in  mind; 
quiet  with  the  Queen;  though  dangerous  for  exploding 
if  Wilhelmina  and  the  Prince  come  in  view.  Wilhel- 
mina  mostly  squats;  Prince,  who  has  to  be  in  view, 
gets  slaps  and  strokes  "daily  (Joumellement)"  says  the 
Princess,  —  or  almost  daily.    For  the  rest,  it  is  evident 
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enough,  Weissenfels,  if  not  got  passed  tlirougli  the 
Female  Parliament,  is  thrown  out  on  the  second  read- 
ing, and  so  is  at  least  finished.  Ought  we  not  to  make 
a  run  to  Dresden,  therefore,  and  apprise  the  Polish 
Majesty? 

Short  run  to  Dresden  is  appointed  for  February 
18th-,*  and  the  Prince-Koyal,  perhaps  suspected  of 
meditating  something,  and  safer  in  his  Father's  company 
than  elsewhere,  is  to  go.  Wilhelmina  had  taken  leave 
of  him,  night  of  the  17th,  in  her  Majesty's  Apartment; 
and  was  in  the  act  of  undressing  for  bed,  when,  — 
judge  of  a  young  Princess's  terror  and  surprise,  — 

** There  stept  into  the  anteroom,"  visible  in  the  half-light 
there,  a  most  handsome  little  Cavalier,  dressed,  not  suc- 
cinctly as  Colonel  of  the  Potsdam  Giants,  but  "in  magnificent 
"French  style.  —  I  gave  a  shriek,  not  knowing  who  it  was; 
"  and  hid  myself  behind  a  screen.  Madame  de  Sonsfeld,  my 
"Governess,  not  less  frightened  than  myself,  ran  out"  to 
see  what  audacious  person,  at  such  undue  hour,  it  could  be. 
"  But  she  returned  next  moment ,  accompanying  the  Cavalier, 
"who  was  laughing  heartily,  and  whom  I  recognised  for  my 
"Brother.  His  dress  so  altered  him,  he  seemed  a  different 
*  *  person.    He  was  in  the  best  humour  possible. 

"*I  am  come  to  bid  you  farewell  once  more,  my  dear 
"  Sister,'  said  he:  *  and  as  I  know  the  friendship  you  have  for 
"  me ,  I  wiU  not  keep  you  ignorant  of  my  designs.  I  go ,  and 
"do  not  come  back.  I  cannot  endure  the  usage  I  suffer;  my 
"patience  is  driven  to  an  end.  It  is  a  favourable  opportunity 
"  for  flinging-off  that  odious  yoke ;  I  will  glide  out  of  Dresden, 
"and  get  across  to  England;  where  I  do  not  doubt  I  shall 

*  Fassmann,  p.  404. 
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**  work  out  your  deliverance  too ,  when  I  am  got  thither.  So 
**I  beg  you,  calm  yourself.  We  shall  soon  meet  again  in 
**  places  where  joy  shall  succeed  our  tears ,  and  where  we  shall 
*'have  the  happiness  to  see  ourselves  in  peace,  and  free  from 
**  these  persecutions.* "  * 

Wilhelmina  stood  stupefied,  in  silence  for  some  mo- 
ments; —  argued  long  with  her  Brother;  finally  got 
him  to  renounce  those  wild  plans,  or  at  least  postpone 
them;  and  give  her  his  word  that  he  would  attempt 
nothing  on  the  present  occasion. 

This  small  Dresden  Excursion  of  February  1730 
passed,  accordingly,  without  accident.  It  was  but  the 
prelude  to  a  much  grander  Visit  now  agreed  upon  be- 
tween the  neighbouring  Majesties.  For  there  is  a  grand 
thing  in  the  wind.  Something  truly  sublime,  of  the 
scenic-military  kind,  which  has  not  yet  got  a  name ;  but 
shall  soon  have  a  world-wide  one,  —  "Camp  of  Miihl- 
berg,"  "Camp  of  Radewitz,"  or  however  to  be  named, 
which  his  Polish  Majesty  will  hold  in  those  Saxon  parts, 
in  a  month  or  two.  A  thing  that  will  astonish  all  the 
world,  we  may  hope;  and  where  the  King  and  Prince 
of  Prussia  are  to  attend  as  chief  guests. 

It  was  during  this  brief  absence  in  February,  or 
directly  after  Friedrich  Wilhelm  had  returned,  that 
Queen  Sophie  had  that  fit  of  real  sickness  we  spoke  of. 
Scarcely  was  his  Majesty  got  home,  when  the  Queen, 
rather  ambiguous  in  her  sicknesses  of  late,  fell  really 
and  dangerously  ill:  so  that  Friedrich  Wilhelm,  at  last 

•  Wilhelmina,  i.  206. 
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recognising  it  for  real,  came  hurrying  in  from  Potsdam; 
wept  loud  and  abundantly,  poor  man;  declared  in  pri- 
vate, "He  would  not  survive  his  Feekin;"  and  for  her 
sake,  solemnly  pardoned  Wilhehnina,  and  even  Fritz, 
—  till  the  symptoms  mended.* 

How  Villa  was  received  in  England, 

Meanwhile  Dr.  Villa,  in  England,  has  sped  not  ill. 
Villa's  eloquence  of  truth;  the  Grumkow-Reichenbach 
Correspondence  in  Si  Mary  Axe:  these  two  things  pro- 
duce their  effect.  These  on  the  one  hand;  and  then  on 
the  other,  certain  questionable  aspects  of  Fleury,  after 
that  fine  Soissons  Catastrophe  to  the  Kaiser;  and  certaiii 
interior  quarrels  in  the  English  Ministry,  partly  grounded 
thereon:  —  "On  the  whole,  why  should  not  we  detach 
Friedrich  Wilhelm  from  the  Kaiser,  if  we  could,  and 
comply  with  a  Royal  Sister?"  think  they,  at  St 
James's. 

Political  men  take  some  interest  in  the  question; 
"Why  neglect  your  Prince  of  Wales?"  grumbles  the 
Public:  "It  is  a  solid  Protestant  match,  eligible  for 
Prince  Fred  and  us!"  —  "Why  bother  with  the  Kaiser 
and  his  German  puddles?"  asks  Walpole:  "Once  detach 
Prussia  from  him,  the  Kaiser  will  perhaps  sit  still,  and 
leave  the  world  and  us  free  of  his' Pragmatics  and  his 
J!  Sanctions  and  Apanages."  —  "Quit  of  him?  German 

puddles?"  answers  Townshend  dubitatively,  —  who 
has  gained  favour  at  head-quarters  by  going  deeply 
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ito  said  paddles;  and  is  not  so  ardent  for  the  Prussian 
latch;  and  indeed  is  gradually  getting  into  quarrel 
rith  Walpole  and  Queen  Caroline.*  These  things  are 
.11  favourable  to  Dr.  Villa. 

In  fact,  there  is  one  of  those  political  tempests 
dreadful  to  the  teapot,  were  it  not  experienced  in 
hem)  going  on  in  England,  at  this  time,  —  what  we 
all  a  Change  of  Ministry;  —  daily  crisis  labouring 
owards  fulfilment,  or  brewing  itself  ripe.  Townshend 
jid  "Walpole  have  had  (how  many  weeks  ago  Coxe 
Ices  not  tell  us)  that  meeting  in  Colonel  Selwyn^s, 
rhich  ended  in  their  clutching  at  swords,  nay  almost 
it  coat-collars;**  honourable  Brothers-in-Law;  but  the 
;ood  Sister,  who  used  to  reconcile  them,  is  now  dead. 
Cheir  quarrels,  growing  for  some  years  past,  are  coming 
0  a  head.  "When  the  firm  used  to  be  Townshend  and 
Walpole,  all  was  well;  when  it  had  to  become  Wal- 
pole and  Townshend,  all  was  not  well!"  said  Walpole 
fterwards. 

Things  had  already  gone  so  far,  that  Townshend 
Tought  Chesterfield  over  from  the  Hague,  last  Autumn; 
—  a  Baron  de  Montesquieu,  with  the  Esprit  des  Lois 
a  his  head,  sailed  with  Lord  Chesterfield  on  that  occa- 
ion,  and  is  now  in  England  "for  two  years;"  —  but 
Hhesterfield  could  not  be  made  Secretary;  industrious 
)uke  of  Newcastle  stuck  so  close  by  that  office,  and 
y  the  skirts  of  Walpole.  Chesterfield  and  Townshend 
ersus  Walpole,  Colonel  Stanhope  (Harrington)  and  the 
'elhams:  the  Prussian  Match  is  a  card  in  that  game; 

»  CoxBt  1»  882-889,  «t  Ib.^.^'tt^. 
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and  Dr.  Villa's  eloquence  of  troih  is  not  lost  on  Queen 
Caroline,  who  in  a  private  way  manages,  as  always,  to 
rule  pretty  supreme  in  it. 

There  lies  in  the  State-Paper  Office,*  without  date 
or  signature,  a  loose  detached  bit  of  writing,  in  scho- 
lastic style,  but  brief  and  to  the  purpose,  which  is  evi- 
dently the  Memorial  of  Villa;  but  as  it  teaches  us 
nothing  that  we  do  not  abeady  know,  it  need  not  be 
inserted  here.  The  man,  we  can  perceive  farther,  con- 
tinued useful  in  those  Official  quarters,  answering 
questions  about  Prussia,  helping  in  the  Si  Mary  Axe 
decipherings,  and  in  other  small  ways,  for  some  time 
longer;  after  which  he  vanishes  again  from  all  record, 
—  whether  to  teach  English  farther,  or  live  on  some 
modicum  of  pension  granted,  no  man  knows.  Poor  old 
Dove,  let  out  .upon  the  Deluge  in  serge  gown:  he  did 
bring  back  a  bit  of  olive,  so  to  speak;  —  had  the  pre- 
sage but  held,  as  it  did  in  Noah^s  case ! « 

In  a  word,  the  English  Sovereignties  and  Ministries 
have  determined  that  an  Envoy  Extraordinary  (one 
Hotham,  they  think  of),  with  the  due  solemnity,  be 
sent  straightway  to  Berlin;  to  treat  of  those  interesting 
matters,  and  officially  put  the  question  there.  Whom 
Dubourgay  is  instructed  to  announce  to  his  Prussian 
Majesty,  with  salutation  from  this  Court.  As  Dubou^ 
gay  does  straightway,  with  a  great  deal  of  pleasure.  ** 
How  welcome  to  his  Majesty  we  need  not  say. 

And    indeed,    after    such    an    announcement   (1st 

•  Close  byDe8patchl?tu*aVMvV.**^^^^<^^%  8th  February  (0.8.)  1729-80." 
•*  Deflpatches :  London  ^  fttSi'BOaroitrs  \  ^vstVVa  ^  *i\li»x^  ^  Wifc* 
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March  1730,  the  day  of  it),  they  fell  into  cheerftil  dia- 
logue; and  the  Brigadier  had  some  frank  conversation 
with  his  Majesty  about  the  "Arbitration  Commission" 
then  sitting  at  Brunswick,  and  European  affairs  in 
general  Conversation  which  is  carefully  preserved  for 
us  in  the  Brigadier's  Despatch  of  the  morrow.  It  never 
was  intrinsically  of  much  moment;  and  is  now  fallen 
very  obsolete,  and  altogether  of  none:  but  as  a  glance 
at  first  hand  into  the  dim  old  thoughts  of  Friedrich 
Wilhelm,  the  reader  may  take  it  with  him: 

"The  King  said  next,  That  though  we  made  little  noise, 
"yet  he  knew  well  our  design  was  to  kindle  a  fire  in  other 
"parts  of  Lower  Germany.  To  which  I  answered.  That  if 
"his Majesty  would  give  me  favourable  hearing,  I  could  easily 
"persuade  him  of  the  peaceable  intentions  of  our  Allies. 
"*Well,'  says  he,  Hhe  Emperor  will  abandon  the  Nether- 
"  4ands,  and  who  will  be  master  of  them?  I  see  the  day  when 
"*you  will  make  France  so  powerful,  that  it  will  be  difficult 
"* to  bring  them  to  reason  again.'  —  Duhourgay:  'If  the  Em- 
"  'peror  abandoned  the  Netherlands ,  they  would  be  governed 
"*by  their  own  Magistrates,  and  defended  by  their  own  Mi- 
"  'litia.  As  to  the  French,  we  are  too  well  persuaded  of  the 
" '  benefit  of  our  Allies,  to  — '  Upon  which  the  King  of  Prussia 
"said,  *It  appeared  plainly  we  had  a  mind  to  dispose  as  we 
"'pleased  of  Kingdoms  and  provinces  in  Italy,  so  thatpro- 
"'bably  our  next  thought  would  be  to  do  the  same  in  Ger- 
"*many.*  —  Duhourgay:  'The  allotments  made  in  favour  of 
" '  Don  Carlos  have  been  made  with  the  consent  of  the  Em- 
"  'peror  and  the  whole  Empire.  We  could  not  suffer  a  longer 
'"interruption  of  our  Commerce  with  Spain,  for  the  sake  of 
"'the  BmaJil  difference  between  the  Treaty  oi^er^^  ^\A'OaRk 

Carlpie,  Frederic  the  Great,  JIU  ^^ 
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"  *  Quadruple  Alliance ,  in  regard  to  the  Garrison , ' "  —  to  the 
introducing  of  Spanish  Garrisons ,  at  once ,  into  Parma  and 
Piacenza;  which  was  the  special  thunderbolt  of  the  late 
Soissons  catastrophe ,  or  Treaty  of  Seville.  —  "  *  Well ,  then,' 
"says  his  Prussian  Majesty,  *  you  must  allow,  then,  there « 
"  *  an  infraction  of  the  Quadruple  Alliance ,  and  that  the  Em- 
"  *  peror  will  make  war !  *  *  I  hope  not ,'  said  I :  <  but  if  so ,  a 
"*  Ten-years  War,  in  conjunction  with  the  Allies  of  Seville, 
"  'never  would  be  so  bad  as  the  interruption  of  our  Commerce 
"  *  with  Old  and  New  Spain  for  one  year.' 

"  The  King  of  Prussia's  notion  about  our  disposing  ofPro- 
^^vinces  in  Germany,'*  adds  Dubourgay,  "is,  I  believe,  an 
"insinuation  of  Seckendorf,  who,  I  doubt  not,  has  made 
"him  believe  we  intended  to  do  so  with  respect  to  Berg  and 
"JiiUch." 


Very  probably:  —  but  Hotham  is  getting  under 
way,  hopefiil  to  spoil  that  game.  Prussian  Majesty,  we 
see,  is  not  insensible  to  so  much  honour;  and  brightens 
into  hopefulness  and  fine  humour  in  consequence. 
What  radiancy  spread  over  the  Queen's  side  of  the 
House  we  need  not  say.  The  Tobacco-Parliament  is 
like  to  have  a  hard  task.  —  Friedrich  Wilhelm  pri- 
vately is  well  inclined  to  have  his  Daughter  married, 
with  such  outlooks,  if  it  can  be  done.  The  marriage 
of  the  Crown-Prince  into  such  a  family  would  also  be 
very  welcome;  only  —  only  —  There  are  considera- 
tions on  that  side.  There  are  reasons;  still  more  there 
are  whims,  feelings  of  the  mind  towards  an  unloved 
Heir- Apparent:  upon  these  latter  chiefly  lie  the  hopes 
ot  Seckeudori  aaSi  liii^  T^^^wi.Q^^3^^5ss^^wt. 
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What  the  Tobacco-Parliament's  specific  insinuations 
and  deliberations  were,  in  this  alarming  interim,  no 
Hansard  gives  us  a  hint.  Faint  and  timid  they  needed, 
at  first,  to  be;  such  unfavourable  winds  having  risen, 
blowing  off  at  a  sad  rate  the  smoke  of  that  abstruse 
Institution.  —  "  Jamuhleu  I "  snuffles  the  Feldzeugmeister 
to  himself.  But  "*Si  Deus  est  nobis  cum,''''  as  Gnimkow 
exclaims  once  to  his  beautifiil  Reichenbach,  or  Nosti  as 
he  calls  him  in  their  slang  or  cipher  language,  "If  God 
is  with  us,  who  can  prevail  against  us?"  For  the 
Grumkow  can  quote  Scripture;  nay  solaces  himself 
with  it,  which  is  a  feat  beyond  what  the  Devil  is  com- 
petent to. 

Excellency  Hotham  arrives  in  Berlin, 

The  Special  Envoy  to  be  sent  to  Berlin,  on  this 
interesting  occasion,  is  a  dignified  Yorkshire  Baronet; 
Sir  Charles  Hotham,  "Colonel  of  the  Horse-Grenadiers ;" 
he  has  some  post  at  Court,  too,  and  is  still  in  his  best 
years.  His  Wife  is  Chesterfield's  Sister;  he  is  withal 
a  kind  of  soldier,  as  we  see;  —  man  of  many  sabre- 
tashes,  at  least,  and  acquainted  with  Cavalry-Drill,  as 
well  as  the  practices  of  Gold-Sticks:  his  Father  was  a 
General  Officer  in  the  Peterborough  Spanish  Wars. 
These  are  his  eligibilities,  recommending  him  at  Berlin, 
and  to  Official  men  at  home.  Family  is  old  enough: 
Hothams  of  Scarborough  in  the  East  Eiding;  old  as 
Wilhelmus  Bastardus;  and  subsists  to  owx  qt^t^.  ^^'^- 
Jfote,  however,   tbiB  Sir   Charles  Ho^^xa  Sa  ^^"^  *^^ 
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lineal  Son  of  the  Hothams  who  lost  their  heads  in  the 
Civil  War,  nor  the  lineal  Father  of  the  Lords  Hotham 
that  now  are;  he  is,  so  to  speak,  Welsh-Nephew  of  the 
former,  and  Welsh- Uncle  of  the  latter.  For  the  rest, 
a  handsome  figure,  prompt  in  French,  and  much  the 
gentleman.     So  far  has  Villa  sped. 

Hotham  got  to  Berlin  on  Sunday,  2d  April  1730. 
He  had  lingered  a  little,  waiting  to  gather-up  some 
skirts  of  that  Reichenhach-Grumkow  Correspondence, 
and  have  them  ready  to  show  in  th©  proper  Quarter. 
For  that  is  one  of  the  chief  arrows  in  his  quiver.  But 
here  he  is  at  last:  and  on  Monday,  he  is  introduced  at 
Charlottenburg  to  the  Prussian  Majesty;  and  fijids  an 
abundant  welcome  to  himself  and  his  preliminaries. 
"Marriage  into  that  fine  high  Country  (magnifike  Land) 
will  be  welcome  to  my  Daughter,  I  believe,  as  flowers 
in  May:  to  me  also  how  can  it  be  other  than  welcome! 
—  'Farther  instructions,'  you  say?  Yes,  surely;  and 
terms  honourable  on  both  sides.  Only  say  nothing  of 
it,  I  had  rather  tell  the  girl  myself."*  To  that  fi-ank 
purport  spoke  his  Majesty;  —  and  invites  the  Ex- 
cellency Hotham  to  stay  dinner. 

Great  dinner  at  Charlottenburg,  accordingly;  Mon- 
day, 3d  April  1730:  the  two  English  Excellencies 
Hotham  and  Dubourgay,  then  General  Borck,  Knyp- 
hausen,  Grumkow,  Seckendorf  and  others;  —  "where," 
says  Hotham,  giving  Despatch  about  it,  "we  all  got 
immoderately  drunk."     Of  which  dinner  there  is  sordid 

•  Ranke ,  i.  284. 
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Larrative,  from  Grumkow  to  his  Nosti  (to  his  Reichen- 
)ach,  in  cant  speech),  still  visible  through  St.  Mary 
Lxe,  were  it  worth  much  attention  from  us.  Passages 
>f  wit,  loaded  with  allusion,  flew  round  the  table: 
'A  German  ducat  is  change  for  an  English  half- 
guinea,"  and  the  like  sprightly  things.  Nay  at  one 
ime,  Hotham's  back  being  turned,  they  openly  drink, 
—  his  Majesty,  in  a  state  of  exhilaration,  having 
)labbed  the  secret:  —  "To  the  health  of  Wilhelmina 
?rincess  of  Wales ! "  Upon  which  the  whole  Palace  of 
Uharlottenburg  now  bursts  into  tripudiation;  the  very 
ralets  cutting  capers,  making  somersets,  —  and  rushing 
>flF  with  the  news  to  Berlin.  Observable,  only,  that 
lotham  and  Dubourgay  sat  silent  in  the  tripudiation; 
vith  faces  diplomatically  grave.  Several  points  to  be 
lettled  first;  no  halloing  till  we  are  out  of  the  wood. 

News  came  to  Berlin  Schloss,  doubtless  at  full 
gallop,  which  would  only  take  a  quarter  of  an  hour. 
This  is  Wilhelmina's  experience  of  it  Afternoon  of 
Ifonday,  3d  of  April  1730,  in  the  Schloss  of  Berlin, — 
owards  sunset,  some  ornamental  seam  in  one^s  hand: 

*«I  was  sitting  quiet  in  my  Apartment,  busy  with  work, 
'and  some  one  reading  to  me,  when  the  Queen*s  Ladies 
'rushed  in,  with  a  torrent  of  domestics  in  the  rear;  who  all 
'bawled  out,  putting  one  knee  to  the  ground,  'They  were 
'come  to  salute  the  Princess  of  Wales.'  I  fairly  believed 
'these  poor  people  had  lost  their  wits;  they  would  not  cease 
'overwhelming  me  with  noise  and  tumult,  their  joy  was  so 
'great  they  knew  not  what  they  did.  When  the  farce  had 
'lasted  some  time ,  they  at  last  told  me"  —  what  our  readers 
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know.  What  the  demure  Wilhehnina  professes  she  cared 
next  to  nothing  about.  '^  I  was  so  little  moved  by  it,  that  I 
« answered,  going  on  with  my  work,  'Is  that  all?'  Which 
'*  greatly  surprised  them.  A  while  afterwards  my  Sisters 
'^  and  several  Ladies  came  also  to  congratulate  me.  I  was  much 
*'  loved ;  and  I  felt  more  delighted  at  the  proofs  each  gave  me 
'*of  that  than  at  what  occasioned  them.  In  the  evening  I 
"went  to  the  Queen's:  you  may  readily  conceive  her  joy. 
"On  my  first  entrance,  she  called  me,  *her  dear  Princess  of 
"Wales;*  and  addressed  Madame  de  Sonsfeld  as  'Miladj.' 
"This  latter  took  the  liberty  of  hinting  to  her,  that  it  would 
"be  better  to  keep  quiet;  that  the  King  having  yet  given 
"no  notice  of  this  business,  might  be  provoked  at  such  de- 
"monstration,  and  that  the  least  trifle  could  still  ruin  all  her 
"  hopes.  The  Countess  Finckenstein  j oining  her  remonstrances 
"toSonsfeld's,  the  Queen,  though  with  regret,  promised  to 
"moderate  herself."* 

This  is  the  effulgent  flaming-point  of  the  long- 
agitated  English  Match,  which  we  have  so  often  caught 
in  a  bitterly  smoking  condition.  "The  King  indeed 
"spoke  nothing  of  it  to  us,  on  his  return  to  Berlin  in 
"a  day  or  two,"  says  Wilhelmina;  "which  we  thought 
"strange."  But  everybody  considered  it  certain,  nothing 
but  the  details  left  to  settle.  "Hotham  had  daily  con- 
"ferences  with  the  King."  "Every  post  brought  letters 
"from  the  Prince  of  Wales;"  of  which  Wilhelmina  saw 
several,  —  this  for  one  specimen,  general  purport  of 
the  whole:  "I  conjure  you,  my  dear  Hotham,  get  these 
"negotiationB  fimakL^QiX    \  «ni  m^^iii^  isx  love  (amourews 
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^^comme  un  fou),  and  my  impatience  is  unequalled."* 
Wilhelmina  thought  these  sentiments  "very  romantic" 
on  the  part  of  Prince  Fred,  "who  had  never  seen  me, 
"knew  me  only  by  repute;"  —  and  answered  his 
romances  and  him  with  tiffs  of  laughter,  in  a  prettily 
fleering  manner. 

EfPiilgent  flame-point;  —  which  was  of  very  brief 
duration  indeed,  and  which  sank  soon  into  bitterer 
smoke  than  ever,  down  almost  to  the  choking  state. 
There  are  now  six  weeks  of  Diplomatic  History  at  the 
Court  of  Berlin,  which  end  far  otherwise  than  they 
began.  Weeks  well  nigh  indecipherable;  so  distracted 
are  they,  by  black-art  and  abstruse  activities  above 
ground  and  below,  and  so  distractedly  recorded  for  us: 
of  which,  if  it  be  humanly  possible,  we  must  try  to 
convey  some  faint  notion  to  mankind. 

«  Wilhelmina,  1.  218. 
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CHAPTER  IL 

LANGUAGE   OF  BIRDS:  EXCELLENCY  HOTHAM  PROVES 

UNAVAILING. 

Already  next  morning,  after  that  grand  Dinner  at 
Charlottenburg,  Friedrich  Wilhelm,  awakening  with  his 
due  headache,  thought,  and  was  heard  saying,  He  had 
gone  too  far!  Those  gloomy  looks  of  Hotham  and 
Dubourgay,  on  the  occasion;  they  are  a  sad  memento 
that  our  joyance  was  premature.  The  English  mean 
the  Double  Marriage;  and  Friedrich  Wilhelm  is  not 
ready,  and  never  fairly  was,  for  more  than  the  Single. 
"Wilhelmina  Princess  of  Wales,  yes  with  all  my  heart; 
but  Friedrich  to  an  English  Princess  —  Hm,  na;"  — 
and  in  a  day  more,*  plainly  "No."  And  there  it 
finally  rests;  or  if  rocked  about,  always  settles  there 
again. 

And  why.  No?  —  Truly,  as  regarded  Crown-Prince 
Friedrich's  Marriage,  the  question  had  its  real  difficul- 
ties: and  then,  still  more,  it  had  its  imaginary;  and  the 
subterranean  activities  were  busy!  The  witnesses,  con- 
temporaneous and  other,  assign  Three  reasons,  or  con- 
siderations and  quasi -reasons ,  which  the  Tobacco-Par 
liament  and  Friedrich  Wilhelm's  lively  fancy  could  in- 
sist upon  till  they  became  irrefragable: 

Firsts  his  lootei  3l\bcws\«dX.  ^^  ^^  CkQ^fm-Prince, 
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fome  even  say  his  jealousy  of  the  Crown-Prince's 
talente,  render  it  unpleasant  to  think  of  promotmg  him 
in  any  way.  Second^  natural  German  loyalty,  enlivened 
by  the  hope  of  Jiilich  and  Berg,  attaching  Friedrich 
Wilhelm  to  the  Kaiser's  side  of  things,  repels  him  with 
a  kind  of  horror  from  the  Anti-Kaiser  or  French-Eng- 
lish side.  "Marry  my  Daughter,  if  you  like;  I  shall 
be  glad  to  salute  her  as  Princess  of  Wales;  but  no 
onion  in  your  Treaty-of-Seville  operations:  in  politics 
go  you  your  own  road,  if  that  is  it,  while  I  go  mine; 
no  tying  of  us,  by  Double  or  other  Marriages,  to  go 
one  road."  Third,  the  magnificence  of  those  English. 
"Regardless  of  expense,"  insinuates  the  Tobacco-Par- 
liament; "they  will  send  their  grand  Princess  hither, 
with  no-end  of  money;  brought  up  in  grandeur  to  look 
down  on  the  like  of  us.  She  can  dazzle,  she  can  pur- 
chase: in  the  end,  may  there  not  be  a  Crown-Prince 
Party,  capable  of  extinguishing  your  Majesty  here  in 
your  own  Court,  and  making  Prussia  a  bit  of  England ; 
all  eyes  being  turned  to  such  sumptuous  Princess  and 
her  Crown-Prince,  —  Heir- Apparent,  or  *  Rising  Sun' 
as  we  may  call  himi"  — 

These  really  are  three  weighty  almost  dreadfril  con- 
siderations to  a  poetic-tempered  Bang  and  Smoking  Par- 
liament. Out  of  which  there  is  no  refuge  except  indeed 
this  plain  fourth  one :  "  No  hurry  about  Fritz's  marriage ;  * 
"he  is  but  eighteen  gone;  evidently  too  young  for  house- 
"  keeping.  Thirty  is  a  good  time  for  marrying.  *  There 
"is,  thank  God,   no  lack  of  royal  lmfta;^^\  \\jL"a:^^\r«^ 

•  FrJedrlob  Wilhelm  to  Reichenbach  ^ISlYi^av^ ,  \ntva. 
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"other  Princes/  —  and  another  just  at  hand,    if  I« 
"knew  it." 

To  all  which  there  is  to  be  added  that  ever-recurring 
invincible  gravitation  towards  the  Kaiser,  and  also 
towards  Jiilich  and  Berg  by  means  of  him,  —  Wl 
acted  on  by  the  Tobacco -Parliament  for  the  space  of 
those  six  weeks.  During  which,  accordingly,  almost 
from  the  first  day  after  that  Hotham  Dinner  of  April  3d, 
the  answer  of  the  royal  mind,  with  superficial  fluctua- 
tions, always  is:  *'Wilhelmina  at  once,  if  you  choose; 
likely  enough  we  might  agree  about  Crown -Prince 
Friedrich  too,  if  once  all  were  settled:  but  of  the  Double- 
Marriage,  at  this  present  time,  hOrenit*  I  will  have 
nothing  to  say."  And  as  the  English  answer  steadily, 
"Both  or  none!"  —  meaning  indeed  to  draw  Prussia 
away  from  the  Kaiser's  leading-strings,  and  out  of  his 
present  enchanted  condition  under  the  two  Black- Artists 
he  has  about  him,  the  Negotiation  sinks  again  into  a 
mere  smoking,  and  extinct  or  plainly  extinguishing 
state. 

The  GcTVjnkoyf '  Nosti  Cipher  Correspondence  might  ' 
be  reckoned  as  another  efficient  cause;  though,  in  fact, 
it  was  only  a  big  concomitant  symptom,  much  depended 
on  by  both  parties,  and  much  disappointing  both.  In 
the  way  of  persuading  or  perverting  Friedrich  Wilhelm's 
judgment  about  England,  this  deep-laid  piece  of  ma- 
chinery does  not  seem  to  have  done  much,  if  anything; 
and  Hotham,  who  with  the  English  Court  had  calculated 
on  it  (on  their  detection  of  it)  as  the  grand  means  of 

•  Ranke,  i.  285  n. 
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-jWbwing  Gruinkow  out  of  the  field,  produced  a  far  op- 
posite result  on  trying,  as  we  shall  see!  That  was  a 
bit  of  heavy  ordnance  which  disappointed  everybody. 
Seized  by  the  enemy  before  it  could  do  any  mischief; 
enemy  turned  it  round  on  the  inventor;  fired  it  off  on 
the  inventor,  and  —  it  exploded  through  the  touch-hole; 
singeing  some  people's  whiskers:  nothing  more!  — 

A  Peep  into  the  Nosti-Grumkow  Corresvondence  caught 

up  in  St,  Mary  Axe. 

Would  the  reader  wish  to  look  into  this  Nosti-Grum- 
kow Correspondence  at  all?  I  advise  him,  not.  Good 
part  of  it  still  lies  in  the  Paper-Office  here;*  likely  to 
be  published  by  the  Prussian  Dryasdust  in  coming  time: 
but  a  more  sordid  mass  of  eavesdroppings,  kitchen-ashes 
and  floor -sweepings,  collected  and  interchanged  by  a 
pair  of  treacherous  Flunkeys  (big  bullying  Flunkey  and 
Httle  trembling  cringing  one,  Grumkow  and  Keichen- 
bach),  was  never  got  together  out  of  a  gentleman's 
household.  To  no  idlest  reader,  armed  even  with  bar- 
nacles, and  holding  mouth  and  nose,  can  the  stirring-up 
of  such  a  dustbin  be  long  tolerable.  But  the  amazing 
problem  was  this  Editor's,  doomed  to  spell  the  Event 
into  clearness  if  he  could,  and  put  dates,  physiognomy 
and  outline  to  it,  by  help  of  such  Flunkey-Sanscrit!  — 
That  Nosti-Grumkow  Correspondence,  as  we  now  have 
it  in  the  Paper- Office,  —  fciterpretable  only  by  acres 

*  Prussian  Despatches,  toIs.  xl.  xli.:  in  a  fragmentary  state;  so  mucli 
of  it  M  they  had  oaaght  up ,  and  tried  to  make  use  of;  —  far  too  much. 
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of  British  Despatches,  by  incondite  dateless  helpless 
Prussian  Books  ("printed  Blotches  of  Human  Stupor," 
as  Smelfungus  calls  them) :  how  gladly  would  one  re- 
turn them  all  to  St.  Mary  Axe,  there  to  lie  througli 
Eternity!  It  is  like  holding  dialogue  with  a  Rookery; 
asking  your  way  (perhaps  in  flight  for  life,  as  was 
partly  my  own  case)  by  colloquy  with  successive  or 
even  simultaneous  Rookeries.  Reader,  have  you  tried 
such  a  thing?  An  adventure,  never  to  be  spoken  of 
again,  when  once  done! 

Wilhelmina  pretends  to  give  quotations*  from  this 
subterranean  Grumkow-Reichenbach  Correspondence; 
but  hers  are  only  extracts  from  some  description  or  re- 
membrance; hardly  one  word  is  close  to  the  original, 
though  here  and  there  some  outline  or  shadow  of  a  real 
passage  is  traceable.  What  fractional  elements,  capable 
of  gaining  some  vestige  of  meaning  when  laid  together 
in  their  cosmic  order,  I  could  pick  from  the  circum- 
ambient immensity  not  cosmic,  are  here  for  the  reader's 
behoof.  Let  him  skip,  if,  like  myself,  he  is  weary,  for 
the  substance  of  the  story  is  elsewhere  given.  '  Or  per- 
haps he  has  a  curiosity  to  know  the  speech  of  birds? 
With  abridgment,  by  occasional  change  of  phrase,  above 
all  by  immense  omission,  —  here,  in  specimen,  is 
something  like  what  the  Rookery  says  to  poor  Friedrich 
Wilhelm  and  us,  through  St.  Mary  Axe  and  the  Copyists 
in  the  Foreign  Office!  Friedrich  Wilhelm  reads  it 
(Hotham  gives  him  reading  of  it)  some  weeks  hence; 
we  not  till  generations  afterwards.     I  abridge  to  the 

•  Wilhelmina,  i.  238-236. 
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utmost;  —  will  mark  in  single  commas  what  is  not 
Abridgment  but  exact  Translation;  —  with  rigorous  at- 
tention to  dates,  and  my  best  fidelity  to  any  meaning 
there  may  be: 

To  Nosti  (the  so-called  Excellenz  Eeichenbach)  in  London: 

Grumkow  from  Berlin  loquitur^  Reichenbach  listening  with 
both  his  ears  (words  caught  up  in  St.  Mary  Axe) : 

Berlin i  ^d March  1730.  "The  time  has  now  come  when 
"Reichenbach  must  play  his  game.  Let  him  write  that  the 
**  heads  of  the  Opposition ,  who  play  Austria  as  a  card  in  Par- 
"liament,  *are  in  consternation,  Walpole  having  hinted  to 

*  them  that  he  was  about  to  make  friends  with  the  King  of 

*  Prussia;*  *that  by  means  of  certain  Ministers  at  Berlin, 
*and  by  other  subterranean  channels  (autres  soUterrains) , 
'his  Prussian  Majesty  had  been  brought  to  a  disposition  of 
*that  kind'  (Knyphausen,  Borck  and  others  will  be  much 
obliged  to  Reichenbach  for  so  writing!),  " That  Reichenbach 
"knows  they  intend  sending  a  Minister  to  Berlin ;  but  iscer- 
"  tain  enough ,  as  perhaps  they  are ,  his  Prussian  Majesty  will 
"not  let  himself  be  lured  or  caught  in  the  trap:  but  that  the 
"very  rumour  of  its  being  possible  for  him  to  change"  from 
Austria ,  "  would  be  an  infinite  gain  to  the  English  Ministry," 
—  salvation  of  them,  in  fact,  in  the  Parliamentary  cockpit. 
"  That  they  had  already  given  out  in  the  way  of  rumour ,  How 
"  ^e  they  were  of  the  Court  of  Berlin  whenevier  it  came  to  the 
"point.  That  Reichenbach  had  tried  to  learn  from  73*  what 
"the  real  result  from  Berlin  was;  and  did  not  think  it  much, 
"though  the  Walpole  people,"  all  hanging  so  perilously 
upon  Prussia  for  their  existence,  *  affected  a  great  gaiety; 

*  An  Indecipherable 
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'and  indeed  felt  what  a  gain  it  was  even  to  have  renewed 
'the  Negotiation  with  his  Prussian  Majesty.'  Here  is  i 
King  likely  to  get  himself  illuminated  at  first -hand  upon 
English  affairs ;  by  Ministers  lying  abroad  for  him ,  and  lying 
at  home !  — 

'And   so  the  King/  concludes  Grumkow,  'will  think 

*  Reichenbach  is  a  witch  {sorcier)  to  be  so  well  informed  about 
'all  that,  and  will  redouble  the  good  opinion  he  hasof  Bei- 
'chenbach.  And  so,  if  Beichenbach  second  my  ideas,  we 
'  will  pack  Borck  and  Knyphausen  about  their  business;  and 
'  will  do  the  King  faithful  service,*  —  having,  some  of  us,  our 
private  500/.  a-year  from  Austria  for  doing  it.  '  The  King 
'perceives  only  too  well  that  the  Queen's  sickness  is  but  sham 
^{momerie):  judge  of  the  effect  that  has!  I  am  yours  entirely 
'  {tout  a  vous).  I  wait  in  great  impatience  to  hear  your  news 
'upon  all  this:  for  I  inform  you  accurately  how  the  land  lies 
'  here ;  so  that  it  only  depends  upon  yourself  to  shine,  and  to 
'pass  for  a  miracle  of  just  insight,'  —  "corner,"  or  witch  at 
guessing  mysteries ,  Grumkow  calls  it  again.  He  continues  m 
another  Missive : 

Berlin,  1th  March.  (Let  us  give  the  original  for  a  line  or 
two) :  *  Queen  Sophie  will  soon  rise  from  her  bed  of  sickness, 
'were  this  marriage  done;   La  Mhre  du  Prince-Royal  affecU 

*  toujours  d'etre  bien  mal ;  mais  des  que  V affaire  entre  le  Prince  de 
^Galles  et  la  Princesse-Royale  serafaite,  on  la  verra  bientdtsur 
^pied.^  "It  will  behove  that  Reichenbach  signify  to  the 
"Prince-Royal's  Father  that  all  this  affair  has  been  coBtS^cted 
"  at  Berlin  with  Borck  and  by  71  *  with  Knyphausen  and  10§.* 
"That  they  never  lose  sight  of  an  alliance  with  the  English 
"Princess  and  the  Prince  of  Prussia;  and  flatter  themselves 
"the  Prince-Royal  of  Prussia  will  accompany  the  Princess- 
' '  Boyal ,"  WiVheYnmia. , "  qviIicy  m-ama^e  there."   *  'In  a  word, 
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:hat  all  turns  on  this  latter  point,"  marriage  of  the  Pi  ince- 
5yal  as  well;  and  "that  Villa  has  given  so  favourable  a 
lescription  of  this  Prince ,  that  the  English  Princess  will 
aave  him  at  what  price  soever.  Nosti  can  also  allege  the 
Affair  of  100,"  —  whom  we  at  last  decipher  to  be  Lord  Ear- 
igton,  once  Colonel  Stanhope  of  Soissons,  of  the  Madrid 
nbassy ,  of  the  Descent  on  Vigo  \  a  distinguished  new  Lord, 
th  whom  Newcastle  hopes  to  shove  out  Townshend,  — 
Lord  Harrington,  and  the  division  among  the  Ministers:" 
eat  question ,  Shall  the  firm  be  Townshend  and  Walpole, 

Walpole  and  Townshend?  just  going  on;  brewing  to- 
lyds  decision;  in  which  the  Prussian  Double-Marriage  is 
ally  a  kind  of  card ,  and  may  by  Nosti  be  represented  as  a 
amp  card. 

"The  whole  Town"  of  Berlin  "said,  This  Villa  was  dis- 
iiissed  by  order  of  the  King,  for  he  taught  the  eldest  Prin- 
cess English;  but  I  see  well  it  was  Borck,  107  ,*  Knyphausen 
md  Dubourgay  that  despatched  him ,  to  give  a  true  picture 
jfthe-  situation  here.  And  if  Nosti  has  written  tohisMa- 
esty  to  the  same  effect  as  he  does  to  his  Friend"  (Despatch 
Majesty  has  not  yet  come  under  Friend's  eye),  "on  the 
Jueen  of  England's  views  about  the  Prince-Koyal  ofPrus-  ■ 
aa,it  will  answer  marvellously  (cela  vient  a  merveille),  I  have 
ipprised  Seckendorf  of  all  that  Nosti  writes  to  me.  *For 
be  rest,  Nosti  may  perfectly  assure  himself  that  the  King 
ever  will  abandon  Reichenbach ;  and  if  the  Prince-Royal,' 
dden  Fate  interfering,  *had  the  reins  in  his  hand,  —  in 
liat  case,  Seckendorf  promises  to  Reichenbach,  on  the 
art  of  the  Kaiser,  all  or  more  than  aL  he  can  lose  by  the 
ccession  of  the  Prince.  Monsieur  Reichenbach  may  de- 
end  upon  that.'  ** 

*  An  Indecipherable. 
••  FrusaiaD  Despatches,  vol,  xl.    The  second  of  tlaeao  \.^o  \»^\.\.^xik  \^ 
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Slave  Eeichenbacli  at  London,  when  this  missiye 
comes  to  hand,  is  busy  copying  scandal  according  to 
former  instructions  for  behoof  of  his  Prussian  Majesly, 
and  my  Bashaw  Grumkow;  for  example: 

To  the  Herr  Grumkow  at  Berlin: 
Excellenz  Reichenbach  loquitur;  —  snatched  in  St.  Maiy  Axe. 

I 

London,  10th  March  1730.  *  *  "Reichenbach  has toldhis 
"  Prussian  Majesty  today  by  a  Courier  who  is  to  pass  througli 
"Brussels"  (Austrian  Kinsky's  Courier,  no  doubt),  "what 
*  *  amours  the  Prince  of  Wales , "  dissolute  Fred ,  * '  has  on  hand 
"at  present,  with  actresses  and  opera-girls.  The  King  of 
"Prussia  will  undoubtedly  be  astonished.  The  affair  merits 
"some  attention  at  present ,"  —  especially  from  an  Excellenz 
like  me. ^ 

[Missive  (body  of  important  Grumkow  Instructions  jnst 
read  by  us)  comes  to  hand.] 

London  f  14:th  March  1130.  'Reichenbach  will  write  by  the 
'first  Ordinary*  (so  they  name  Post,  in  those  days)  'all  that 
'Grumkow  orders.  Reichenbach  sees  well,  they  mean  to 
'play  the  deuce  here  (jouent  le  diahle  a  quatre  id):  butBei- 
'chenbach  will  tell  his  Prussian  Majesty  what  Grumkow 
'finds  fit*  Good  Excellenz  Reichenbach  'flatters  himself 
'the  King  will  remain  firm,  and  not  let  his  enemies  deceive 
'him.    If  Grumkow  and  Seckendorf  have  opportunity,  they 

copied,  we  perceive,  by  Villa;  who  transmits  it  to  Hotham*8  Secretary  at 
Berlin,  with  great  hopes  from  it.  Letter  "unsigned,"  adds  Villa  (itoUt 
signie).  First  was  transmitted  by  Townshend.—  Following  are  transmitted 
by  «tec.  &c.  It  is  in  that  way  they  have  got  into  the  State-Paper  Office, - 
as  Euelosurei  in  the  'vaT\ow%\>«a;^«X.OcL^%\.VA.t  ejected  them  cat  to  Berlin  to 
serve  as  Diplomatic  ^ittmuviV\.VoTx\.>aftt%% 
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'may  tell  his  Prussian  Majesty  that  the  whole  design  of  this 

*  Court  is  to  rendor  his  Country  a  Province  dependent  onEng- 
'land.  When  once  the  Princess-Royal  of  England  shall  be 
'wedded  to  the  Prince-Royal  of  Prussia,  the  English,  by 

*  means ,  will  form  such  a  party  at  Berlin ,  that  they  will  alto- 
•'gether  tie  his  Prussian  Majesty's  hands.*  A  comfortable 
piece  of  news  to  his  Prussian  Majesty  in  Tobacco-Parliament. 
'Beichenbach  will  assuredly  be  vigilant;   depend  on  his 

<  answering  Grumkow  always  by  the  first  post.' 

Continues ;  —  turning  his  rook-bill  towards  Majesty 
now.  Same  date  (14th  March),  same  time,  place  and 
bird: 

To  Ms  Prussian  Majesty  (from  Excellenz  Reichenbach). 

***  *P.  S.  I  had  closed  this  Letter  when  a  person  of 
'confidence  came  in'  (the  fact  being,  my  Grumkow's  Missive 
ofXnstructionscamein,  or,  figuratively  speaking,  my  Grum- 
kow himself),  *and  undertook  to  give  me  in  a  few  days  a 

<  thorough  insight  into  the  intrigues  which  are  concealed 
'under  the  sending  of  this  new  Minister,'  Hotham,  ^to  Ber- 
'lin;  which,  and  how  they  have  been  concocted,  he  says,  it 
'  will  astonish  me  to  hear.  Of  all  this  I  shall  immediately  in- 
'form  your  Majesty  in  a  letter  of  my  own  hand;  being  ever 
'eager  to  serve  your  Majesty  alone.' 

Hotham  is  now  fairly  gone,  weeks  ago;  concluded 
to  be  now  in  Berlin,  —  to  the  horror  of  both  rooks. 
Here  is  a  croak  from  Nosti: 

To  the  Herr  Grumkow  at  Berlin, 
London  J  April  1730.  *  *  "Hotham  is  no  «\xc^\v  ^oxL^\sa»T  ^^ 
"  thejr  fimcjr  in  Berlin ;  —  singular  enough ,  \iO^  V5afi»^'^\^3^S^^s^ 
Cariyle,  Frederic  the  Great.  lU,  ^ 
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"  are  given  to  undervalue  the  Germans ;  whilst  we  in  Germanj 
"  overvalue  them"  (avons  une  idde  trap  vaste,  they  trop  petiU). 

*  There  is,  for  instance,  Lord  Chesterfield,  passes  here  for 
*a  fair  enough  kind  of  man  {bon  homme)j  and  is  a  favourite 
*with  the  King'  (not  with  Walpole  or  the  Queen,  if  Nosti 
knew  it);  ^but  nobody  thinks  him  such  a  prodigy  as  you  all 

*  do  in  Germany  ,*  —  which  latter  bit  of  Germanism  is  an  un- 
doubted fact*,  curious  enough  to  the  English ,  and  to  the  Ger- 
mans that  now  read  in  extinct  Books. 

Hotham,  as  we  said,  got  to  Berlin  on  the  2d  of  April 
From  Berlin  comes  thereupon,  at  great  length,  sordid 
description,  by  Grumkow,  of  that  initiatory  Hotham 
Dinner,  April  Third,  with  fearM  details  of  the  blazing 
favour  Hotham  is  in.  Which  his  Majesty  (when  Hot- 
ham hands  it  to  him,  in  due  time)  will  read  with  pain- 
ful interest;  as Keichenbach  now  does;  —  but  which  to 
us  is  all  mere  puddle,  omissible  in  this  place. 

To  which  sad  Strophe,  there  straightway  follows 
due  Antistrophe,  Keichenbach  croaking  responsive;  — 
and  we  are  to  note,  the  rooks  always  speak  in  the  third 
person  and  by  ambiguous  periphrasis;  never  once  say 
"I"  or  "You,"  unless  forced  by  this  Editor,  for  brevity's 
sake,  to  do  it.  Keichenbach  from  his  perch  thus  hoarsely 
chants: 

To  the  Herr  Grumkow  at  Berlin. 

London^  lltJi  Apnl.     *  Keichenbach  est  coup-de-foudre^-^ 

*  is  struck  by  lightning ,  —  to  hear  these  Berlin  news ; '  —  and 
expresses,  in  the  styY^  oi  ^.-^iVix^t  do^^  his  sorrows,  un- 
certainties  and    teitOta,    era.  ^^  ^^^'WasycL.     '''''^>ae»Rj8.-w^ 
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^Uightning.  Feel  myself  quite  ill,  and  not  in  a  condition  to 
''  write  much  today.  It  requires  another  head  than  mine  to 
"veer  round  so  often  {changer  si souvent  de  systhne).  In  fine, 
**  Nosti  est  au  bout  de  son  latin"  (is  at  his  wit's  end ,  poor  devil) ! 
''Both  Majesties  have  spoken  openly  of  the  favourable  news 
"from  Berlin;  funds  rose  in  consequence.  New  Minister" 
(Walpole  come  to  the  top  of  the  Firm ,  Townshend  soon  to 
withdraw,  impatient  of  the  bottom)  "is  all-powerful  now: 
Otemporay  0 mores  1^'  "I  receive  universal  congratulations, 
"and  have  to  smile"  in  a  ghastly  manner.  *  "The  King  and 
"Queen  despise  me.  I  put  myself  in  their  way  last  Levee, 
"bowing  to  the  ground;  but  they  did  not  even  condescend 
"to  look.  ''Notre  grand petit-mattre,*  little  George,  the  Olym- 
"pian  Jove  of  these  parts,  passed  on  as  if  I  had  not  been 
"there.  *  Chesterfield,  they  say,  is  to  go,  in  great  pomp,  as 
"* Ambassador  Extraordinary,  and  fetch  the  Princess  over. 
"*And'"  —  Alas,  in  short,  Once  I  was  hap-hap-happy ,  but 
now  I*m  twe^serable ! 

London^  l^thApnl.  "  Slave  Reichenbach  cannot  any  longer 
"write  secret  Letters  to  his  Prussian  Majesty  according  to  the 
"  old  strain ,  of  your  prescribing ;  but  must  stand  by  his  vacant 
"Official  Despatches:  the  scene  being  entirely  changed ,  he 
"also  must  change  his  manner  of  writing"  —  poor  knave. 
"He  will  have  to  inform  his  Majesty,  however,  by  and  by, 
"though  it  is  not  safe  at  present,"  —  for  example,  —  *That 
*his  Britannic  Majesty  is  becoming  from  day  to  day  more 
*  hated  by  all  the  world;  and  that  the  Prince  of  Wales  is  no 
*longer  liked  by  the  Public,  as  at  first;  because  he  begins  to 
'give  himself  airs,  and  takes  altogether  the  manners  of  his 
'Britannic  Majesty,  that  is  to  say  of  a  puppy  {petit-mattre) ; 
'let  my  Amiable '  (Grumkow) '  be  aware  of  that*  — 

Tea,  let  him  be  aware  of  that,  to\i\^  Q,QtD&sst\.>  — 


260  SHIP  WRECK  OP  DODBLE-MARBIAGE  PROJECT.  [sOOKm 

April  1788. 

and  still  more,  and  all  readers  along  with  him,  of  wbit 
follows :  1 

'Keichenbach  likewise  with  great  confidence  informs  the 
'Greatest  Confidant  he  has  in  the  world'   (same  amiable 

*  Grumkow) ,  *  that  he  has  discovered  within  this  day  or  two,' 
a  tremendous  fact,  known  to  our  readers  some  time  ago, 

*  That  the  Prince-Royal  of  Prussia  has  given  his  written  as- 
'surances  to  the  Queen  here,  Never  to  marry  anybody  in  the 

*  world  except  the  Princess  Amelia  of  England ,  happen  what 
*wiir  (Prussian  Majesty  will  read  this  with  a  terrible  in- 
terest !  Much  nearer  to  him  than  it  is  to  us).  *  In  considera- 
*tion  of  which  Promise  the  Queen  of  England  is  understood,' 
falsely,  *to  have  answered  that  they  should,  at  present,  ask 
*only  the  Princess -Royal  of  Prussia  for  their  Prince  of 

*  Wales,'  and  let  the  Double-Marriage  be,  seemingly,  as  his 
Prussian  Majesty  wishes  it.  *  Monsieur  de  Reichenbach  did 
*not  speak  of  this  to  his  PrussianJUajesty ;  feeling  it  too  dan- 
*gerous  just  now.  — 

*Lord  Townshend  is  still  at  his  place  in  the  country' 
(Rainham  in  Norfolk):  *but  it  is  said  he  will  soon  come  to 

*  Town ;  having  heard  the  great  news  that  they  had  already 
*got  his  Prussian  Majesty  by  the  nose.  Reichenbach  forgets 
*if  he  already  told  Grumkow  that  the  rumour  runs.  Lord 

*  Chesterfield ,  in  quality  of  Ambassador  to  Berlin ,  is  to  bring 
*the  Princess  Wilhelmina  over  hither:'  —  you  did  already, 
poor  confused  wretch;  unusually  bewildered,  and  under 
frightful  eclipse  at  present. 

Continues  after  four  days: 

April  ISth,  *  *  *Lord  Stratford'  (to  me  an  unknown 
Lordship)  *  and  Heada  oi  0^^q?>\1\qt\.  ^ould  like  to  ascertain 
*wb9,t  Hotham's  ofex  to  x\i^^Vf^m^Q/i^xNxaKvsk\%: 
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Truly,  yes:  they  mean  to  ask  in  Parliament  (as  poor 
gamblers  in  that  Cockpit  are  wont) ,  *  And  why  did  not  you 
make  the  offer  sooner,  then?  Friendship' with  his  Prussian 
Majesty ,  last  year,  would  have  saved  the  whole  of  that  large 
Waterspout  about  the  Meadows  of  Clamei !  Nay  need  we ,  a 
few  months  ago ,  have  spent  such  loads  of  gold  subsidising 
those  Hessians  and  Danes  against  him  ?  The  treasures  of  this 
Country  go  a  strange  road ,  Mr.  Speaker !  What  is  the  use  of 
our  industries  and  riches  ? '  Heavens ,  yes ,  what !  But  we  con- 
tinue to  excerpt  and  interpret : 

Keichenbach  "  has  said  nothing  of  this  to  his  Prussian  Ma- 
"jesty,  Reichenbach  has  not;  too  dangerous  in  our  present 
"downpressed  state:  —  though  amazingly  exact  always  in 
**news,  and  attached  to  his  Prussian  Majesty  as  mortal  seldom 
"was.  Need  he  fear  their  new  Hotham ,  then?  Does  not  fear 
"Hotham,  not  he  him,  being  a  man  so  careful  of  truth  in  his 
**  news.  Dare  not ,  however ,  now  send  any  intelligence  about 
**the  Royal  Family  here;  Prussian  Majesty  having  ordered 
"him  not  to  write  gossip  like  a  spiteful  woman:  What  is  he 
"  to  do  ?    Instruct  him ,  0  my  Amiable. 

*  *  Know  for  the  rest ,  and  be  aware  of  it ,  0  Amiable ,  that 
"Queen  Caroline  here  is  of  opinion.  The  Amiable  Grumkow 
"should  be  conciliated;  and  that  Queen  Sophie  and  Hotham 
"  are  understood  to  have  been  trying  it.  Do  not  abandon  me, 
"0  Amiable;  nay  I  know  you  will  not,  you  and  Seckendorf, 
"never,  though  I  am  a  poor  man. 

"Have found  out  a  curious  story,  Tusioire fort curieux , — 
"about  one  of  Prince  Fred's  amourettes."  Story  which  this 
Editor,  in  the  name  of  the  whole  human  species,  will  totally 
suppress ,  and  sweep  into  the  cesspol ,  to  herald  Reichenbach 
thither.  Except  only  that  this  corollary  by  the  Duchess  of 
Kendal  may  be  appended  to  the  thing: 

"DacbeBs  of  Kendal  j''  — Hop-pole  Emcrila,  Tkft^  ^csaft  \ft 


2G2  smpwKECK  op  double-marriage  project,  [book  VIL 

April  1730. 

devotion,  whom  we  know,  piously  turns  up  her  eyes  at  such 
doings,  —  "  thinks  the  Princess  Wilhelmina  will  have  a  bad 
"life  of  it  with  Fred,  and  that  she  *  will  need  the  wisdom  of 
"  *  Solomon  to  get  on  here.'  Not  a  good  bargain ,  this  Prince 
**  Fred  and  his  Sister.  A  dissolute  fellow  he ,  not  liked  by  the 
"Public"  (I  should  hope).  *Then  as  to  Princess  Amelia, 
"  *  she ,  who  was  always  haughty ,  begins  to  give  herself  airs 
"  *  upon  the  Prince-Royal  of  Prussia ;  she  is  as  ill-tempered  as 
"  *  her  Father ,  and  still  more  given  to  backbiting  (plus  rail- 
"  *  leuse) ,  and  will  greatly  displease  the  Potsdam  Majesty.*" 

These  are  cheering  thoughts.  "But  what  is  to  become  of 
"Nosti?  Faithful  to  his  Grumkow,  to  his  Scckendorf— to 
"  his  pair  of  sheep-stealers ,  poor  dog.  But  if  trouble  rise ;  — 
"  0  at  least  do  not  hang  me ,  ye  incomparable  pair ! "  — 


The  Hotham  Despatches, 

Slave  Nosti's  terrors,  could  he  see  behind  the 
scenes,  are  without  foundation!  The  tremendous  Hotham 
Negotiation,  all  ablaze  at  that  Charlotteuburg  Dinner, 
is  sunk  low  enough  into  the  smoking  state,  threatening 
to  go  out  altogether.  Smoke  there  may  still  be,  per- 
ceptible vestiges  of  smoke;  which  indeed,  for  a  long 
time,  fitfiiUy  continued:  but,  at  the  time  while  Nosti, 
quaking  in  every  joint  of  him,  writes  these  terrors, 
Hotham  perceives  that  his  errand  is  vain;  that  properly 
there  has  as  good  as  extinction  supervened.  April  3d 
was  the  flame-point;  which  lasted  in  its  brightness  only 
for  a  few  days  or  hours.  April  is  not  gone,  or  half 
gone  J  when  flammg  \iaa  o^jnta  ceased^  and  the  use  of 
hellowQ^  never  so  ju3ado\3ka/\^  \i^<i«rnfiai^  ^^y^ 
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long  before  the  end  of  May,  no  red  is  to  be  seen  in 
the  affair  at  all,  and  the  very  bellows  are  laid  down. 

Here  are  the  epochs;  riddled  out  of  such  a  mass  of 
extinct  rubbish  as  human  nature  seldom  had  to  deal 
with;  —  here  are  certain  Extracts,  in  a  greatly  con- 
densed state,  from  the  authentic  voluminous  Hotham 
Despatches  and  Responses;  —  which  may  conveniently 
interrupt  the  Nosti  Babblement  at  this  point 

To  my  Lord  Townshend  at  London: 

Excellency  Hotham  loquitur  (in  a  greatly  condensed  form). 

Berlin,  12th Aprilll^.  **  "Of  one  or  two  noteworthy 
"points  I  have  to  apprise  your  Lordship.  So  soon  as  his  Ma- 
"jesty  was  sober,  he  found  that  he  had  gone  too  far  at  that 
"grand  Dinner  of  Monday  3d;  and  was  in  very  bad  humour 
"in  consequence.  Crown-Prince  has  written  from  Potsdam 
"to  his  Sister,  *No  doubt  I  am  left  here  lest  the  English 
"  *  wind  get  at  me  (de  peur  que  le  vent  anglais  ne  me  toucMt)  at 
"Saw  King  at  Parade,  who  was  a  little  vague;  *is  giving 
"*  matters  his  consideration.'  Majesty  has  said  toBorck  and 
"Knyphausen,  *If  they  want  the  Double-Marriage,  and  to 
"  *  detach  me  from  the  Kaiser ,  let  them  propose  something 
"* about  Julich  and  Berg.*  Sits  the  wind  in  that  quarter? 
"King  has  said  since,  to  oneMarschall,  a  Private-Secretary 
"  who  is  in  our  interest :  *  I  hate  my  Son ,  and  my  Son  hates  me : 
"  *  we  are  best  asunder;  —  let  them  make  him  Statthalter  (Vice- 
"  *  regent)  of  Hanover ,  with  his  Princess ! '  Commission  might 
"be  made  out  in  the  Princess  Amelia's  name;  proper  con- 
"  ditions  fixed ,  and  so  on :  —  Knyphausen  suggests  it  could  be 
"done.  Knyphausen  is  true  to  us :  but  he  stands  alone"  (not 
alone,  but  cannot  much  help);  "does  not  even  stir  in  ti;\.<^ 
"  NosH  or  St,  Mary  Axe  Affair  as  yet " 
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Prince  Friedrich  to  be  Statthalter  in  Hanover  idtli 
his  English  Princess?  That  would  save  the  expense 
of  an  Establishment  for  him  at  home.  That  has  been 
suggested  by  the  Knyphausen  or  English  party:  and 
no  doubt  it  looked  flattering  to  his  Prussian  Majesty 
for  moments.  This  may  be  called  Epoch  first,  after 
that  grand  Charlottenburg  Dinner. 

Then  as  to  the  Nosti  Affair,  in  which  Knyphausen 
"does  not  stir  as  yet,"  —  the  fact  is,  it  was  only  put 
into  Knyphausen's  hands  the  day  before  yesterday^  as 
we  soon  discover;  and  Knyphausen  is  not  so  sure  abont 
it  as  some  are!  That  Hotham  Despatch  is  of  Wednesday 
12th  April.  And  not  till  yesterday  could  Guy  Dickens 
report  performance  of  the  other  important  thing.  Cap- 
tain Guy  Dickens,  a  brisk  handy  military  man.  Secre- 
tary to  Dubourgay  this  good  while  past,  "Has  duly 
"received  from  Head-quarters  the  successive  Nostt- 
^^Grumkow  Documents,  caught  up  in  St.  Mary  Axe;  has 
"now  delivered  them  to  Knyphausen,  to  be  laid  before 
"his  Prussian  Majesty  in  a  good  hour;  and  would  fain 
"(Tuesday  April  11th)  hope  some  result  from  this  step." 
Not  for  almost  a  month  does  Hotham  himself  say  any- 
thing of  it  to  the  Prussian  Majesty,  good  hour  for 
Knyphausen  not  having  come.  But  now,  in  regard  to 
that  Hanover  Statthaltership ,  hear  Townshend,  —  con- 
densed, but  not  nearly  so  much  so,  my  Lord  being 
a  succinct  man  who  sticks  always  creditably  to  the  point: 
To  (he  Excellency  Hotham  at  Berlin  (from  Lord  Townshend). 
London^  27th  April.  ^^X^^,  ^wjl  ib^ll  have  the  Hanover 
'*  Yice-regency .    ^  e  ^w^  ^^Vm^  >i3afe  ^xQNR\5L^Tff^<5ji:^Ts&^^s^ 
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"in  Hanover  as  desired 5  but  will  give  the  Commission  to  our 
"own  Princess,  that  being  more  convenient  for  several  reasons: 
"Crown-Prince,  farther-more,  must  promise  to  come  over  to 
"England  when  we  require  him;  item  may  repay  us  our  ex- 
"penses  hereafter.  As  to  Marriage  Portions,  we  will  give 
"none  with  our  Princess  nor  ask  any  with  theirs.  Both  mar- 
"  riages  or  none."    And  so  enough. 

Alas,  nothing  came  of  this;  Prussian  Majesty,  in 
spite  of  thrift,  perceiving  that  for  several  reasons,  it 
would  not  do.  Meanwhile,  Grumkow,  we  learn  from 
a  secret  source,*  has  been  considerably  courted  by 
Hotham  and  her  Prussian  Majesty,  Queen  Caroline 
having  signified  from  England,  That  they  ought  to 
gain  that  knave,  —  what  price  did  he  charge  for  him- 
self? But  this  also  proves  quite  unavailing;  never 
came  to  pricing.     And  so,  —  hear  Hotham  once  more: 

To  Lord  Townshend  at  London  (from  Excellency  Hotham). 

Berlin,  ISth  April.  **  "Grumkow  is  a  thorn  in  my  side: 
"  one  would  like  to  do  him  some  service  in  return.  *  Cannot 
"*you  stop  an  Original  Letter  of  his'"  (we  have  only  de- 
ciphered Copies  as  yet)  to  that  Reichenbach  or  Nostiy  *  strong 
enough  to  break  his  back?*  —  They  will  try.  Hotham  con- 
tinues in  next  Despatch : 

Berlin,  22d  April,  "Dined  with  the  King  again;  Crown- 
" Prince  was  present:  dreadfully  dejected,  —  *at  which  one 
"* cannot  help  being  moved;  there  is  something  so  engaging 
"* in  the  Prince,  and  everybody  says  so  much  good  of  him.*" 
Hear  Hotham!  Who  again,  three  days  after,  says  of  our 
Fritz:  *  If  I  am  not  much  mistaken,  this  young  Prince  will 

•  J^08(i,  aaprh  (18lh  AprU),  p.  2ft\-,  in«^,  ip^'Wi^, 
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'one  day  make  a  very  considerable  figure.'  "  Wish  we  could 
"managd  the  Marriage;  but  this  Grumkow,  this"  —  Cannot 
they  contrive  to  send  an  Original  strong  enough? 

Alas,  from  the  same  secret  source  we  learn,  within 
a  week,  that  Grumkow's  back  is  very  strong;  the  To- 
bacco-Parliament in  full  blast  again,  and  Seckendorfs 
Couriers  galloping  to  Vienna  with  the  best  news.  Nay 
his  Majesty  looks  expressly  "sour  upon  Hotham,"  or 
does  not  look  at  all;  will  not  even  speak  when  he  sees 
him ;  —  for  a  reason  we  shall  hear.*  Can  it  be  thought 
that  any  liberality  in  use  of  the  bellows  or  other  fire- 
implements  will  now  avail  with  his  Majesty?  — 

Second  and  last  Peep  into  the  No sti- Grumkow  Corrt' 
spondence  caught  up  in  St,  Mary  Axe, 

But  at  this  point  let  our  Two  Eooks  recommence  a 
little:  Nosti,  on  the  18th,  we  left  quaking  in  every 
joint  of  him;  —  and  good  news  was  almost  at  the 
door,  had  afflicted  Nosti  known  it.  Grumkow's  strain 
(suppressed  by  us  here),  all  this  while,  is  in  general, 
almost  ever  since  the  blaze  of  that  Hotham  Dinner  went 
off  into  repentant  headache:  "Pshaw,  don't  fear!"  Nay 
after  a  fortnight  or  so,  it  is  again:  "Steady!  we  are  all 
right!"  Tobacco-Parliament  and  the  Koyal  Imagination 
making  such  progress.  This  is  still  but  the  third  week 
since  that  grand  Dinner  at  Charlottenburg: 

«  Nosti.  Va^t«.,  '^»'WA  &*is»'^* 
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To  (he  Excellenz  Reichenbach  at  London  ^Irom  Grumkow). 

Berlin y  22d  April.  *  King  wants  to  get  rid  of  the  Princess' 
Wilhelmina,  *  who  is  grown  lean,  ugly,  with  pimples  on  her 
*face  {qui  est  devenue  maigre,  laide,  couperosee y* *  —  dog:  will 
nobody  horsewhip  that  lie  out  of  him!)  —  *  judge  what  a  treat 
'that  will  be  to  a  Prince  of  Wales,  who  has  his  amourettes!' 
All  is  right ,  Nosti ,  is  it  not? 

Berlin ,  26th  April.  *  *  King  declared  to  Seckendorf  yester- 
"day  again,  He  might  write  to  the  Kaiser,  That  while  he 
"lived ,  nothing  should  ever  part  his  Majesty  from  the  Kaiser 
"and  his  Cause;  that  the  French  dare  not  attack  Luxem- 
"bourg,  as  is  threatened;  and  if  they  do  — !  Upon  which 
"  Seckendorf  despatched  a  Courier  to  Vienna. 

"As  to  Hotham,  he  explains  himself  upon  nothing,"  — 
stalks  about  with  his  nose  in  the  air,  as  if  there  were  nothing 
farther  to  be  explained.  "I  spoke  yesterday  of  the  Single 
"Match,  Wilhelmina  and  Prince  of  Wales ;  King  answered, 
"even  of  the  Single  Match,  Devil  fly  away  with  it ! "  —  or  a 
still  coarser  phrase. 

*  Meanwhile  the  Queen,  though  at  the  end  of  her  eighth 
'month,  is  cheery  as  a  fish  in  water;**  and  always  forms 
*  grand  projects  of  totally  ruining  Seckendorf,  by  Knyp- 
*hausen's  and  other  help.'  "Hotham  yesterday,  glancing 
"at  Nosti  no  doubt,  said  to  the  Sieur  de  Potsdam'*  (cant  phrase 
for  the  King) ,  '  That  great  Princes  were  very  unlucky  to  have 
'ministers  that  durst  not  show  themselves  in  good  society ;  for 
*the  result  was,  they  sent  nothing  but  false  news  and  ru- 
'mours  picked  up  in  coffeehouses.' 

*  This  is  one  of  the  sentences  Wilhelmina  has  got  hold  of  (Wilhelmina, 
1.  884). 

••  WUhelmiaa  baa  tbU  too,  in  a  disfigured  alaXe  ^V»  ^*S^« 
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"Coffeehouses?"  answers  Reichenbach,  by  and  by: 
"Eeichcnbach  is  in  English  society  of  the  first  distinc- 
"lion,  and  receives  visitd  from  Lords  and  Dukes.  This 
*'all  the  world  knows"  —  to  be  nothing  like  the  case, 
as  Townshend  too  has  occasionally  mentioned. 


At  any  rate ,  continues  Grrumkow,  "  the  Queen's  Husband 
"said,  aside,  to  Nosti's  Friend,  *Isee  he  is  glancing  at Rei- 
*'  *  chenbach  •,  but  he  woa't  make  much  of  that  (cynically  speak- 
"4ng,  ne  fera  que  de  Veau  dairy  Hotham  is  by  no  means  a 
"man  of  brilliant  mind,  and  his  manners  are  rough:  bat 
"Ginkel,"  the  Dutchman,  "is  cleverer  {plus  souple),  and 
"much  better  liked  by  Nosti's  Master." 


Antistbophe  soon  follows;  London  Raven  is  himself  again; 
—  Nosti  loquitur: 

London ,  26th  April.  *  *  "  King  has  written  to  me ,  I  am  to 
"report  to  him  any  talk  there  may  be  in  the  Court  here  abont 
"  his  Majesty !  My  Amiable  and  his  Seckendorf ,  need  they  ask 
"  if  Nosti  will ,  and  in  a  way  to  give  them  pleasure  ?  "  *  * 


Steofhe  (allegro  by  the  Berlin  Raven  or  Rook ,  who  has  not 
yet  heard  the  above) ;  —  Grrumkow  loquitur: 

Berlin ,  2dth  April,  *  *  "Wrong  not  to  write  entertaining 
"news  of  the  English  Court  as  heretofore.    King  likes  it. 

"What  you  say  of  the  Prince-Royal  of  Prussia's  writing 
"  to  the  Queen  of  England ,  is  very  curious ;  and  you  did  well 
"to  say  nothing  of  it  to  tlv^Ea-tharv  the  thing  being  of  ex- 
*^  treme  delicacy ,  asid\\i^^TcoQi^^wiJ»^,  ^>5^.*^^"^^\Ba^s«».^, 
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*And  I  insinuated  something  of  it  to  his  Majesty,  the  day  be- 
*fore  yesterday"  (27th April  1730,  therefore?  One  momentary 

glance  of  Hansard  into  the  Tobacco-Parliament) ,  "as  of  a 
*  thing  I  had  learned  from  a  spy  "  (such  my  pretence ,  0  Nosti) 

—  spy  "who  is  the  intimate  friend  of  Knyphausen  and  plays 
'traitor:  you  may  fancy  that  it  struck  terribly."  Yes!  "And 
*his  Majesty  has  looked  sour  upon  Hotham  ever  since;  and 
'passed  above  an  hour  in  colloquy  with  Seckendorf  and  me, 
'in  sight  both  of  English  Hotham  and  Dutch  Ginkel  without 
'  speaking  to  them. 

"It  was  true  enough  what  Nosti  heard  of  the  Queen's  fair 
'speeches,  andHotham's,  to  the  Friend  of  Nosti.  But  it  is 
'all  ended:  the  Queen's,  weeks  ago,  being  in  vain:  Hotham 
'too,  after  some  civilities,  seems  now  indifferent.  ^  En  fin' 
'('flfin'  he  always  writes  it,  copying  the  indistinct  gurgle  of 
'his  own  horse-dialect)  —  ^Afin  filouterie  tout  pure'  (whole 
'  of  it  thimblerig ,  on  their  part). 

"Admirable  story,  that  of  Prince  Fred's  amourette"  (sent 

to  the  cesspool  by  us,  herald  of  Reichenbach  thither):  "let 
'his  Majesty  know  it,  by  all  means.  What  the  Duchess  ot 
'Kendal"  (lean  tall  female  in  expensive  brocades,  with  gilt 

prayerbooks,  visible  in  the  body  to  Nosti  at  that  time) ,  "  what 
'the  Duchess  of  Kendal  says  to  you  is  perfectly  just;  and  as 
'the Princess  Wilhelmina  is  very  ill-looking"  (laide^  —  how 

dare  you  say  so,  dog?),  "I  believe  she  will  have  a  bad  life 
'of  it,  the  Prince  of  Wales  being  accustomed  to  daintier 
'meats.  Yes  truly,  she  will,  as  the  Duchess  says ,  'need  to 
"be  wiser  than  Solomon'  to  conciliate  the  humours  down 
'there  {la  has)  with  the  genius  of  his  Prussian  Majesty  and 
'Queen.  —  'As  for  your  Princess  Amelia,  depend  upon  it, 
'  *  while  the  Commandant  of  Potsdam  lives ,  she  will  never  get 
"hold  of  the  Prince-Royal,  though  he  is  so  furiously  takoti 
' '  witii  the  Britanaic  Majesties.' " 
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[Continues;  in  answer  to  a  Nosti  "Caw!  Caw  I  "which 

we  omit.] 

Berlin^  2d  May.  "Wish  you  had  not  told  the  King  so 
"positively  that  the  English  say,  it  shall  be  Double  Matdior 
" none.  Uotham  said  to  the  Swedish  Ambassador:  ^  Keiches- 
**  ^  bach ,  walking  in  the  dark ,  would  give  himself  a  fine  knoek 
" '  on  the  nose  {await  un  furieux  pied  de  nez) ,  when  /  or  i/,  *tiie 
"'thing  was  done  quite  otherwise.'  Have  a  caution  what 
"you  write." 

Pooh,  pooh!  Hotham  must  have  said  "if,"  not 
"when;"  Swede  is  quite  astray! —  And  indeed  we  will 
here  leave  off,  and  shut  down  this  magazine  of  rubbish; 
right  glad  to  wash  ourselves  wholly  from  it  (in  three 
waters)  forevermore.  Possibly  enough  the  Prussian 
Dryasdust  will,  one  day,  print  it  in  ejstenso,  and  with 
that  lucidity  of  comment  and  arrangement  which  are 
peculiar  to  him:  exasperated  readers  will  then  see 
whether  I  have  used  them  ill  or  not,  according  to  the 
opportunity  there  was!  —  Here,  at  any  rate,  my  reader 
shall  be  free  of  it.  Indeed  he  may  perceive ,  the  nego- 
tiation was  by  this  time  come  to  a  safe  point,  the  Nosti- 
Grumkows  triumphant,  and  the  interest  of  the  matter 
mainly  out.  Farther  transient  anxieties  this  amiable 
couple  had,  —  traceable  in  that  last  short  croak  from 
Grumkow,  —  lest  the  English  might  consent  to  that  of 
the  "Single  Marriage  in  the  mean  time"  (which  the 
English  never  did,  or  meant  to  do).  For  example, 
this  other  screech  of  Noati.^  which  shall  be  his  final 
last-screech: 


CHAP.  II.]  EXCELLENCY  HOTHAMPEOVESUNAVAHilNa.         271 
6th  May  1780. 

London y  12(h  May,  "Lord  Townshend  alarmingly  hinted 
**to  me:  Better  have  done  with  your  Grumkow-and-Secken- 
**  dorf  speculations :  the  ill-intentioned  are  perfectly  sure  to  be 
"found  out  at  the  end  of  the  account;  and  their  tools  will  get 
**  ruined  along  with  them.  Nosti  endeavoured  to  talk  big  in 
"reply:  but  he  shakes  in  his  shoes  nevertheless;  and  with  a 
"  heart  full  of  distraction  exclaims  now ,  Save  yourselves ,  save 
"me!  —  IfHotham  speak  of  the  Single  Marriage  only,  it  is 
"certain  the  Prince-Royal  must  mean  to  run  away,"  and  so 
.  make  it  a  Double  one  in  time. 

Yes,  indeed!  But  these  were  transient  terrors.  The 
day  is  our  own,  my  Grumkow;  yes  our  own,  my  Nosti: 
—  and  so  our  Colloquy  of  Bookeries  shall  be  suppres- 
sible  henceforth. 


His  Majesty  gets  sight  of  the  St,  Mary  Axe  Documents ; 

hut  nothing  follows  from  it. 

We  have  only  to  add  what  Hotham  reports  (Berlin, 
May  6th),  That  he  "has  had  an  interview  with  his 
''Majesty,  spoken  of  the  St.  Mary  Axe  affair;  Knyp- 
"hausen  having  found  a  moment  to  lay  it  before  his 
"Majesty."  So  that  the  above  Excerpts  from  St.  Mary 
Axe  (all  but  the  last  two)  —  the  above,  and  many 
more  suppressed  by  us,  —  are  in  his  Majesty's  hands: 
and  he  is  busy  studying  them;  will,  it  is  likely,  produce 
them  in  an  amazed  Tobacco-Parliament  one  of  these 
evenings!  — 

What  the  emotions  of  the  royal  breast  were  during 
the  perusal  of  this   extraordinary    3l\«X»^'^   <2kl  \s«ft^ 
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which  has  come  to  him  through  St  Mary  Axe  — ? 
Manifold  probably:  manifold,  questionable;  but  not 
tragical,  or  not  immediately  so.  Certainly  it  is  de- 
finable as  the  paltriest  babble;  no  treason  visible  in  it, 
nor  constructive- treason:  but  it  painfully  indicates,  were 
his  Majesty  candid.  That  his  Majesty  is  subject  to  spies 
in  his  own  House;  nay  that  certain  parties  do  seem  to 
fancy  they  have  got  his  Majesty  by  the  nose,  and  are 
piping  tunes  with  an  eye  to  his  dancing  thereto.  This 
is  a  painful  thought,  which,  I  believe,  does  much 
agitate  his  Majesty  now  and  afterwards.  A  painfal 
thought  or  suspicion,  rising  sometimes  (in  that  tempera- 
ment of  his)  to  the  pitch  of  the  horrible.  I  believe  it 
occasionally,  ever  henceforth,  keeps  haunting  the  highly 
poetic  tenlperament  of  his  Majesty,  nor  ever  quits  him 
again  at  all;  stalking  always,  now  and  then,  through 
the  vacant  chambers  of  his  mind,  in  what  we  may  call 
the  night-season  (or  time  of  solitude  and  hypochon- 
driacal reflection),  —  though  in  busy  times  again  (in 
daylight,  so  to  speak)  he  impatiently  casts  it  from  him. 
Poor  Majesty! 

But  figure  Grumkow,  figure  the  Tobacco-Parliament 
when  Majesty  laid  these  Papers  on  the  Table!  A  Han- 
sard of  that  night  would  be  worth  reading.  There  is 
thunderous  note  of  interrogation  on  his  Majesty's  face; 
what  a  glimmer  in  the  hard  puckery  eyes  of  Feldzeug- 
meister  Seckendorf,  ^^  Jarni-Bleu  P^  No  doubt,  an  ex- 
cessively astonished  Parliament.  Nothing  but  brass  of 
face  will  now  serve  the  principal  Honourable  Gentleman 
there  J  but  in  that,  \ia^Y^^  ^^^  ^^  '^^'^  ^^^\s^. 
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Of  course  Grumkow  denies  the  Letters,  point  blank: 
Mere  forgeries,  these,  of  the  English  Court,  plotting  to 
ruin  your  Majesty's  faithful  servant,  and  bring  in  other 
servants  they  will  like  better!  May  have  written  to 
Keichenbach,  nay  indeed  has,  this  or  that  trifling  thing: 
but  those  Copyists  in  St  Mary  Axe,  "deciphering,"  — 
garbling,  manufacturing,  till  they  make  a  romance  of 
it,  —  alas,  your  Majesty?  Nay,  at  any  rate,  what  are 
the  Letters?  Grumkow  can  plead  that  they  are  the 
foolishest  iusigniflcant  rubbish  of  Court-gossip,  not  tend- 
ing any  bad  road,  if  they  have  a  tendency.  That  they 
are  adapted  to  the  nature  of  the  beast,  and  o£  the  si- 
tuation, —  this  he  will  carefiilly  abstain  from  remarking. 

We  have  no  Hansard  of  this  Session;  all  is  conjec- 
ture and  tobacco-smoke.  What  we  know  is,  not  the 
least  effect,  except  an  internal  trouble,  was  produced 
on  the  royal  mind  by  the  St.  Mary  Axe  Discovery. 
Some  Question  there  might  well  be,  inarticulately  as 
yet,  of  Grumkow's  fidelity,  at  least  of  his  discretion; 
seeds  of  suspicion  as  to  Grumkow,  which  may  sprout 
up  by  and  by;  resolution  to  keep  one's  eye  on  Grum- 
kow. But  the  first  practical  fruit  of  the  matter  is,  fierce 
jealousy  that  the  English  and  their  clique  do  really 
wish  to  interfere  in  our  ministerial  appointments;  so 
that,  for  the  present,  Grumkow  is  firmer  in  his  place 
than  ever.  And  privately,  we  need  not  doubt,  the 
matter  continues  painfril  to  his  Majesty. 

One  thing  is  certain,  precisely  a  week  after,  his 
Majesty,  —  much  fluctuating  in  mind  evidently,  for  the 
Document    ^^haa  •  been    changed   tlvr^ft    w   ^wrt  ^as£»s»k 

Cardff/e,  Frederic  the  Great,  III,  ^ 
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within  forty-eight  hours,"  —  presents  his  final  answer 
to  Hotham.  Which  rons  to  this  effect  (^'outrageous," 
as  Hotham  defines  it): 

"  1*».  For  Hanoyer  and  your  great  liberality  on  that  score, 
"much  obliged;  but  upon  reconsideration  think  it  will  no/ do. 
"2".  Marriage  firsts  Prince  of  Wales  to  Wilhelmina,  — Con- 
"sent  with  pleasure.  3**.  Marriage  second.  Crown- Prince 
"Friedrich  with  your  Amelia,  —  for  that  also  we  are  ex- 
"tremely  wishful,  and  trust  it  will  one  day  take  effect:  but 
"first  these  Seville-Treaty  matters,  and  differences  between 
"the  Kaiser  and  allied  English  and  French  will  require  to  be 
"pulled  straight;  that  done,  we  will  treat  about  the  terms  of 
"Marriage  second.  One  indispensable  will  be,  — That  the 
"English  guarantee  our  Succession  in  Jiilich  and  Berg.  *'* 

"Outrageous"  indeed!  —  Crown-Prince  sends,  along 
with  this,  a  loving  message  by  Hotham,  of  earnestly 
deprecating  tenor,  to  the  Britannic  Majesty;  "begs 
"his  Britannic  Majesty  not  to  reject  the  Eling's  Pro- 
"posals,  whatever  they  may  be,  —  this  for  poor  Sister 
"Wilhelmina's  sake.  'For  though  he,  the  Crown-Prince, 
"was  determined  to  lose  his  life  sooner  than  many 
"anybody  but  the  Princess  Amelia,  yet  if  this  Nego- 
"tiation  were  broken  off,  his  Father  would  go  to  ex- 
"tremities  to  force  him  and  his  poor  Sister  into  other 
"engagements.'"  —  Which,  alas,  what  can  it  avail  with 
the  Britannic  Majesty,  in  regard  to  such  outrageous 
Propositions  from  the  Prussian? 

Britannic  Majesty's  Ministry,  as  always,  answers  by 
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return  of  Courier:  —  ^^May  22d.  Both  Mamages,  or 
"none:  Seville  has  no  concern  with  bothy  more  than 
"with  one:  ditto  Jiilich  and  Berg,  —  of  which  latter 
"indeed  we  know  nothing,  —  nor  {aside  to  Hothain) 
"mean  to  know."*  Whereby  Hotham  perceives  that 
it  is  as  good  to  throw  away  the  bellows,  and  consider 
the  matter  extinct.  Hotham  makes  ready  for  an  Ex- 
cursion into  Saxony,  to  a  thing  called  Camp  of  Bade- 
witZy  or  Encampment  at  Radewitz;  a  Military  Spectacle 
of  never-imagined  magnificence,  to  be  given  by  August 
the  Strong  there,  whither  all  the  world  is  crowding;  — 
and  considers  any  Business  he  had  at  Berlin  to  be  as 
good  as  done. 

Evidently  Friedrich  Wilhelm  has  not  been  much 
wrought  upon  by  the  St  Mary  Axe  Documents!  One 
week  they  have  been  revolving  in  the  royal  mind; 
part  of  a  week  in  the  Smoking  Parliament  (we  know 
not  what  day  they  were  laid  on  the  table  there,  but  it 
must  have  been  a  grand  occurrence  within  those  walls!) 
—  and  this  already  (May  13th)  is  the  result  arrived  at: 
Propositions,  changed  three  or  four  times  within  forty- 
eight  hours,  and  definable  at  last  as  "outrageous;" 
which  induce  Hotham  to  lay  down  the  bellows,  and 
prepare  to  go  his  ways.  Our  St.  Mary  Axe  Discovery 
seems  to  have  no  effect  at  all!  — 

One  other  public  result  there  is  firom  it,  and  as 
yet  one  only:  Eeichenbach,  "from  certain  causes  thereto 
moving  Us  {aus  gewissen  Uns  dazu  heweqenden  Grun<£en.\" 

•Despatch,  Whitehall,  llthMft^  i.^ieL\i7  n.  %.^. 
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gets  a  formal  Letter  of  Recall.  Ostensible  Letter,  dated 
Berlin,  13th  May,  and  signed  Friedrich  Wilhelm;  which 
tlie  English  may  read  for  their  comfort  Only  that 
along  with  this,  of  the  same  date  and  signature,  in- 
tended for  Eeichenbach^s  comfort,  the  same  Leather 
Bag  brings  a  Private  Letter  (which  Dickens  or  anothCT 
has  contrived  to  get  sight  of  and  copy),  apprising 
Reichenbach,  That,  ?<720stensibly,  his  proceedings  are 
approved  of;  that  he  is  to  continue  at  his  post  till 
further  orders,  all  the  same,  "and  keep  watch  on  these 
"Marriages,  about  which  there  is  such  debating  in  the 
"world  {icovon  in  der  Welt  so  viel  dehattirt  wird);  things 
"  being  still  in  the  same  state  as  half  a  year  ago.  That 
"is  to  say,  I  am  ready  for  my  Daughter's  Marriage 
"with  the  Prince  of  Wales:  but  for  my  Son,  he  is  too 
"young  yet;  und  hat  es  damit  Jceine  Eile,  well  ich  Gottlob 
^^noch  zwei  Sdhne  hah  (nor  is  there  any  haste,  as  I  have, 
"thank  God,  two  other  sons,"  —  and  a  third  coming, 
if  I  knew  it);  —  "besides  one  indispensable  condition 
will  be,  that  the  English  guarantee  Jiilich  and  Berg," 
which  perhaps  they  are  not  in  the  least  hurry  for, 
either!  — 

What  does  the  English  Court  think  of  that?  Dated 
"Berlin,  13th  May:"  it  is  the  same  day  when  his  Ma- 
jesty's matured  Proposals,  "changed  thrice  or  oftener 
within  the  forty-eight  hours,"  were  handed  to  Hotham 
for  transmission  to  his  Court.  An  interesting  Leather 
Bag,  this  Ordinary  from  Berlin.  Eeichenbach,  we  ob- 
serve, will  get  his  share  of  it  some  ten  days  after  that 
alarming  rebuke  from  To^tdl^^tAx  «sA^^.^^-5JiMftye 
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the  poor  wretch  from  his  worst  terrors:  "Go  on  with 
your  eavesdroppings  as  before,  you  alarmed  wretch!"  — 
There  does  one  Degenfeld  by  and  by,  a  man  of  better 
quality  (and  on  special  haste,  as  we  shall  see)  come 
and  supersede  poor  Nosti,  and  send  him  home:  —  there 
they  give  Nosti  some  exiguous  Pension,  with  hint  to 
disappear  forevermore.  Which  he  does;  leaving  only 
these  St.  Mary  Axe  Documents  for  his  Lifemark  in  the 
History  of  Mankind. 

What  the  English  Answer  to  his  Majesty's  Pro- 
posals of  Berlin,  May  13th,  was,  we  have  already 
seen;  —  dated  "London,  22d  May,"  probably  few 
hours  after  the  Courier  arrived.  Hotham,  well  antici- 
pating what  it  would  be,  had  already,  as  we  phrased 
it,  "laid  down  the  bellows;"  left  the  Negotiation,  as 
essentially  extinct;  —  and  was  preparing  for  the  "Camp 
at  Kadewitz,"  Britannic  Majesty  being  anxious  to  hear 
what  IViedrich  Wilhelm  and  August  the  Strong  have 
on  hand  there. 

"The  King  of  Prussia's  unsteadiness  and  want  of 
resolution,"  writes  Hotham  (Berlin,  20th  May),  "will 
"hinder  him  from  being  either  very  useful  to  his 
"friends,  or  very  formidable  to  his  enemies."  And 
from  the  same  place,  just  about  quitting  it  for  Rade- 
witz,  he  writes  again,  exactly  a  week  after  ("Berlin, 
27th  May"),  to  enclose  Copy  of  a  remarkable  Letter; 
remarkable  to  us  also;  —  but  which,  he  knows  and 
we,  cannot  influence  the  English  Answer  now  close  at 
hand.  Here  is  the  copied  Letter;  copied  in  Guy 
Diakens^s  band;  —  from  which  'w^  \iasv^'aXife^  —  ^sj^ 
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also  will  give  the  original  French  in  this  instance,  for 
behoof  of  the  curious: 

To  his  Excellency  the  Chevalier  HoOiam, 

[Potsdam ,  End  of  May  1730.] 
"  Monsieur  J  —  Je  crois  que  c'est  de  la  dernier  e  importance  qut 
je  vous  derive;  et  je  suis  assez  triste  d* avoir  des  chases  a  vous 
dire  que  je  devrois  cacher  a  touie  la  ierre:  mats  il  faut  francfdr 
ce  mauvais  pas  la;  et  vous  comptant  de  mes  amis^je  me  resouds 
plus  facilement  a  vous  le  dire,  CTest  que  je  suis  traitd  d'une 
maniere  inouie  du  Rot,  et  que  je  sais  qti*  a  present  ils  se  trament 
de  terribles  choses  conire  moiy  touchant  certaines  Lettres  que 
fai  dcrites  Vhiver  passd,  dont  je  crois  que  vous  serez  informi* 
En  fin  pour  vous  par  ler  fratichement,  la  vraie  raison  que  le  Roia 
de  ne  vouloir  point  donner  les  mains  a  ce  Mariage  est,  qu'ilme 
veut  toujours  tenir  sur  un  bos  pied ,  et  me  faire  enrager  toute  sa 
vie,  quand  Venvie  lui  en  prend;  ainsi  il  ne  Vaccordera  jamais. 
Si  Von  consent  de  votre  cote  que  cette  Princesse  soit  aussi  traitd 
ainsi,  vous  pouvez  comprendre  aisdment  queje  serai  fort  triste  de 
rendre  malheureuse  une  personne  que  j'estime,  et  de  rester  tou- 
jours dans  le  meme  iiat  ou  je  suis.  Pour  moi  doncje  crois  quHl 
vaudroit  mieux  finir  le  Mariage  de  ma  SoRur  ainsi  auparavant, 
et  ne  point  demander  au  Roi  seulement  des  assurances  sur  man 
sujet,  d'autant  plus  que  sa  parole  n'y  fait  rien:  suffit  que  je 
rettere  les  promesses  que  j^ai  deja  fait  au  Roi  mon  Oncle,  de  ne 
prendre  jamais  d^ autre  Spouse  que  sa  seconde  fille  la  Princesse 
Amelie.  Je  suis  une  personne  de  parole,  quipourra  faire  reussir 
ce  que  favance,  pourvu  que  Von  se  fie  a  moi.  Jevous  lepro- 
mets,  eta  present  vous  pouvez  eh  avertir  votre  Cour;  etje  saurcd 
tenir  mapromesse,    Je  suis  toujours  tout  a  vous, 

"FB^DiRIC."* 

*  State-Paper  Otftce:  'PT\x%%\MvTifts^«iwi\v^%>'^^V-"x.\.l,  Cenolosed  In  Sir 
Charles  Hotham's  Despatch ,  ^etvVaiivXi-^s.Xfe.l^^i  w^^. 
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"Monsieur,  —  I  believe  it  is  of  the  last  importance  tliat  I 
"should  write  to  you ;  and  I  am  very  sad  to  have  things  to  say 
"  which  I  ought  to  conceal  from  all  the  earth.  But  one  must 
"take  that  bad  leap;  and  reckoning  you  among  my  friends, 
"I  the  more  easily  resolve  to  open  myself  to  you. 

"The  case  is  this:  I  am  treated  in  an  unheard-of  manner 
"  by  the  King ;  and  I  know  there  are  terrible  things  in  prepa- 
" ration  against  me,  touching  certain  Letters  which  I  wrote 
"  last  winter ,  of  which  I  believe  you  are  informed.  In  a  word, 
"to  speak  frankly  to  you ,  the  real  secret  reason  why  the  King 
"  will  not  consent  to  this  Marriage  is ,  That  he  wishes  to  keep 
"me  on  a  low  footing  constantly,  and  to  have  the  power  of 
"  driving  me  mad ,  whenever  the  whim  takes  him ,  throughout 
"his  life;  thus  he  never  will  give  his  consent.  If  it  were 
"possible  that  you  on  your  side  could  consent  that  your  Prin- 
"cess  too  should  be  exposed  to  such  treatment,  you  may  well 
"comprehend  that  I  should  be  very  sad  to  bring  misery  on  a 
"Person  whom  I  esteem,  and  to  remain  always  in  the  same 
"state  as  now. 

"  For  my  own  part ,  therefore ,  I  believe  it  would  be  better 
"to  conclude  my  Sister's  Marriage  in  the  first  place ,  and  not 
"  even  to  ask  from  the  King  any  assurances  in  regard  to  mine ; 
"  the  rather  as  his  word  has  nothing  to  do  with  it:  it  is  enough 
"that  I  here  reiterate  the  promises  which  I  have  already  made 
"to  the  King  my  Uncle,  Never  to  take  another  wife  than  his 
"  second  Daughter  the  Princess  Amelia.  I  am  a  person  of  my 
"  word ;  and  shall  be  able  to  bring  about  what  I  set  forth,  pro- 
"vided  there  is  trust  put  in  me.  I  promise  it  you;  and  now 
"  you  may  give  your  Court  notice  of  it ;  and  I  shall  manage  to 
"  keep  my  promise.    I  remain  yours  always." 

The  Cro TFn-Prince,  for  WiUielniVxiL^^  ^iJfca  wA^^^c^- 
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Lody's,  is  extremely  anxious  they  should  agree  to  the 
ISiugle-Marriage  in  the  interim:  but  the  English  Comt, 
- —  perhaps  for  no  deep  reason,  perhaps  chiefly  because 
little  George  had  the  whim  of  standing  grandly  im- 
movable upon  his  first  oflPer,  —  never  would  hearrf 
that.  AVhich  was  an  angry  thought  to  the  Crowi- 
Prince  in  after  times,  as  we  sometimes  notice. 

Here,  to  the  like  efiect,  is  another  Fragment  from 
his  Royal  Highness,  copied  in  the  Dickens  hand,  and 
enclosed  in  the  same  Despatch  from  Hotham;  —  giving 
us  a  glance  into  the  inner  workshop  of  his  Eoyal 
Highness,  and  his  hidden  assiduities  and  endeavourings 
at  that  time: 

** . . .  Vouspouvez  croire  queje  ferai  tout  ce  que  je peux pour  faire 
*^reussir  tnon  plan;  mais  Von  rCen  reinarquera  rien  en  dehors;— 
**  que  Von  in^efi  laisse  agir  en  suite ^  je  ferai  lien  mot  seul  reussirU 
"  I'este,  Je  finis  la  par  vous  assurer  encore,  Monsieur,  queje  stds 
^^tnut  a  vous.  —  Fb>^d^ic  Pbincb  R." 

"...  You  may  believe  I  will  exert  all  my  resources  to  succeed  in 
"  my  plan ;  but  there  will  be  no  outward  sign  visible :  —  leave 
"me  to  act  in  this  way,  I  will  myself  successfully  bring  it 
"  through.  I  end  by  again  assxuing  you,  Monsieur,  that  I  am 
"yours  always." 

—  Which  again  produces  no  effect;  the  English  Answer 
being  steadily,  "Both  Marriages,  or  none." 

And  this,  then,  is  what  the  Hotham  mission  is  come 
to?  Good  Dubourgay  is  home,  recalled  about  a  month 
ago,  "for  the  sake  of  his  health,"*  —  good  old  gentle- 
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man,  never  to  be  heard  of  in  Diplomatic  History  more, 
Dubourgay  went  in  the  first  days  of  May;  and  the 
month  is  not  out,  when  Hotham  is  off  to  the  Camp  of 
Radewitz;  leaving  his  Negotiation,  as  it  were,  extinct 
To  the  visible  regret  of  the  Berlin  public  generally,  to 
the  grievous  disappointment  of  Queen  Sophie,  of  the 
Crown-Prince  and  some  others,  —  not  to  speak  of 
Wilhelmina's  feelings,  which  are  unknown  to  us. 

Regretful  Berlin,  Wilhelmina  and  Mamma  among 
the  others,  had,  by  accident,  in  these  dejected  circum- 
stances, a  strange  Sign  &om  the  Heavens  provided 
them,  one  night,  -r-  if  we  may  be  permitted  to  notice 
it  here.  Monday,  29th  May;  —  and  poor  Queen  Sophie, 
we  observe  withal,  is  in  the  hands  of  the  Monthly  Nurse, 
since  Tuesday  last!* 

St  Peter's  Church  in  Berlin  has  an  Accident 

Monday,  29th  May  1730,  Friedrich  Wilhelm  and 
the  Crown-Prince  and  Party  were  at  Potsdam,  so  far 
on  their  way  towards  Eadewitz.  All  is  peaceable  at 
Potsdam  that  night:  but  it  was  a  night  of  wild  phe- 
nomena at  Berlin;  or  rather  of  one  wild  phenomenon, 
the  "Burning  of  the  Sanct-Peters  Kirche^''  which  held 
the  whole  City  awake  and  in  ten-or  for  its  life.  Dim 
Fassmann  becomes  unusually  luminous  on  this  affair 
(probably  an  eye-witness  to  it,  poor  old  soul);  and 
enables  us  to  fish-up  one  old  Night  of  Berlin  City  and 

•  "Prince  Ferdinand'*  (her  last  child,  Father  oi  Vvim ^\vo*<i i^v«6.\^'5  »N. 
JetM  Merenty-Bix  years  aflerwards) ,  "  born  28d  May  \1^0. 


^> 
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its  vanished  populations  into  clear  view  again,  if  we 
like. 

For  two  years  back  Berlin  had  been  diligently 
building  a  non-plus-ultra  of  Steeples  to  that  £ne  Church 
of  St.  Peter's.  Highest  Steeple  of  them  all;  one  of  the 
Steeples  of  the  World,  in  a  maimer;  —  and  Berlin  was 
now  near  ending  it  Tower,  or  shaft,  has  been  com- 
plete some  time,  interior  fittings  going  on;  and  is  just 
about  to  get  its  ultimate  apex,  a  "Crown  Royal"  set 
on  it  by  way  of  finis.  For  his  Majesty,  the  great 
.^dile,  was  much  concerned  in  the  thing;  and  had 
given  materials,  multifarious  helps:  Three  incomparable 
Bells,  especially,  were  his  gift:  melodious  old  Bells,  of 
distinguished  tone,  "bigger  than  the  Great  Bell  of 
Erfurt,"  than  Tom  of  Lincoln,  —  or,  as  brief  popular 
rumour  has  it,  the  biggest  Bells  in  the  world,  at  least 
of  such  a  tone.  These  Bells  are  himg,  silent  but  ready 
in  their  upper  chamber  of  the  Tower,  and  the  gigantic 
Crown  or  apex  is  to  go  on;  then  will  the  basket-work 
of  scaffolding  be  peeled  away,  and  the  Steeple  stretch, 
high  and  grand,  into  the  air,  for  ages  it  is  hoped. 

Far  otherwise.  On  Monday  Evening,  between  eight 
and  nine,  there  gathered  thunder  over  Berlin;  wild 
tumult  of  the  elements:  thunderbolt  "thrice  in  swift 
succession"  struck  the  unfinished  Steeple;  in  the  "hood" 
of  which  men  thereupon  noticed  a  light,  as  of  a  star, 
or  sparkle  of  the  sun;  and  straightway,  in  spite  of  the 
rain- torrents ,  there  bui'st  out  blazes  of  flame.  Blazes 
unquenchable;  grand  yet  perilous  to  behold.  The  fire- 
drums  beat,  tlie  aXaararVi^'^  <i\s>si^^\^  ^soSs.  ^^ftaasA. ^^at•^ 
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1  Berlin  struggling  there,  all  night,  in  vain.  Such 
)lumes  of  smoke:  "the  heavens  were  black  as  if  you 
id  hung  them  with  mortcloth:"  such  roaring  cataracts 
*  flame,  "you  could  have  picked  up  a  copper  doit  at 
16  distance  of  800  yards."  —  "Hiss  — s  — s!"  What 
Issing  far  aloft  is  that?  That  is  the  incomparable  big 
ells  melting  There  they  vanish,  their  fine  tones 
3ver  to  be  tried  more,  and  ooze  through  the  redhot 
dn,  "Hush  —  sh  —  sht!"  the  last  sound  heard  from 
lem.  And  the  Stem  for  holding  that  immense  Crown- 
>yal,  —  it  is  a  bar  and  bars  of  iron,  "weighing  sixteen 
mdredweight;"  down  it  comes  thundering,  crashilig 
irough  the  belly  of  St.  Peter's,  the  fall  of  it  like  an 
irthquake  all  round.  And  still  the  fire-drums  beat, 
id  from  all  surviving  Steeples  of  Berlin  goes  the 
angor  of  alarm;  "none  but  the  very  young  children 
in  have  slept  that  night,"  says  our  vigilant  old  friend. 

Wind  was  awake,  too;  kindling  the  neighbouring 
reets;  —  storming  towards  the  Powder -Magazine; 
here  labour  innumerable  Artillerymen,  "busy  with 
ides  from  the  tanpits,  with  stable-dung,  and  other  ma- 
irial;"  speed  to  them,  we  will  say!  Forty  dwelling- 
3uses  went;  but  not  the  Powder-Magazine;  not  Berlin 
tterly  (so  to  speak)  by  the  Powder-Magazine.  On 
le  morrow  St,  Peter's  and  neighbourhood  lay  black, 
it  still  inwardly  burning;  not  for  three  days  more 
mid  the  ruins  be  completely  quenched. 

That  was  the  news  for  Friedrich  Wilhelm,  before 
inrise,  on  the  point  of  his  departure  for  Miihlberg  and 
jDg  Augustus  scenic  exhibitionfi.     ^''  Hm;  —  ^sv>^•  ^^ 
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must  go,  all  the  same!  We  will  rebuild  it!"  said  he. 
—  And  truly  he  did  so.  And  the  polite  King  August, 
sorry  to  hear  of  the  Peterskirche ,  *'gave  him  excellent 
"sandstone  from  the  quarries  of  Pima,"  says  Fassmann: 
"great  blocks  came  boating  down  the  Elbe"  from  that 
notable  Saxon-Switzerland  Country,  notable  to  readers 
here  in  time  coming;  and  are  to  be  found,  as  ashlar,  in 
the  modem  St.  Peter's  at  Berlin;  a  fact  which  the 
reader,  till  Pima  be  better  known  to  him,  may  remem- 
ber if  he  likes.* 

And  now  let  us  to  Radewitz  without  delay. 

*  Fassmann,  pp.  406-409. 
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CHAPTER  in. 

CAMP   OF  RADEWITZ. 

The  Camp  of  Mtihlberg,  called  more  properly  the 
Camp  of  Radewitz ,  towards  which  Friedrich  Wilhelm, 
with  English  Hotham  and  many  dignitaries  are  now 
gone,  was  one  of  the  sublimest  scenic  military  exhibi- 
tions in  the  history  of  the  world;  leaving  all  manner 
of  imitation  tournaments,  modem  "tin-tournaments," 
out  of  sight;  and  perhaps  equalling  the  Field  of  the 
Cloth  of  Gold,  or  Barbarossa's  Maintz  Tournament  in 
ancient  times.  It  lasted  for  a  month,  regardless  of 
expense,  —  June  month  of  the  year  1730;  —  and 
from  far  and  wide  the  idle  of  mankind  ran,  by  the 
thousand,  to  see  it.  Shall  the  thing  be  abolished  utterly, 
—  as  perhaps  were  proper,  had  not  our  Crown-Prince 
been  there,  with  eyes  very  open  to  it,  and  yet  with 
thoughts  very  shut;  —  or  shall  some  flying  trace  of 
the  big  Zero  be  given?  Riddling  or  screening  certain 
cartloads  of  heavy  old  German  printed-rubbish,*  to  omit 

*  Chiefly  the  terrible  compilation  called  Heldett"  Staats-  und  Lebcns' 
Geschichte  des  &c.  Friedrichs  des  Andern  (History  Heroical ,  Political  and 
Biographical  of  Friedrich  the  Second),  Frankfurt  and  Leipzig,  1758-1760, 
vol.  i.  first  half,  pp.  171-210.  There  are  Ten  thick  and  thin  Half-volumes, 
^nd  perhaps  more.  One  of  the  most  hideous  imbroglios  ever  published 
under  the  name  of  Book,  —  without  vestige  of  Index,  and  on  paper  that  has 
no  margin  and  cannot  stand  ink,  —  yet  with  m&ny  curious  articles  stuffed 
blindly  into  the  awful  belly  of  it,  like  jewels  into  a  rag-sack,  or  into  ten 
rag-sacks  all  In  one ;  with  far  more  authenticity  than  you  could  expect  in 
such  case.  Let  us  call  it,  for  brevity,  Helden-Geschichte ^  iw  ^>>.\5>x^ 
references. 
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the  Hotham  Despatches,  we  obtain  the  following  shovel- 
ful of  authentic  particulars,  perhaps  not  quite  insup- 
portable to  existing  mankind. 

The  exact  size  of  the  Camp  of  Radewitz  I  nowhere 
find  measured;  but  to  judge  on  the  map,*  it  must  have 
covered,  with  its  appendages,  some  ten  or  twelve  square 
miles  of  ground.     All  on  the  Elbe ,   right  bank  of  the 
Elbe;   Town  of  Miihlberg,   chief  Town  of  the  District, 
lying  some  ten  miles  northwest;  then,  not  much  beyond 
it,   Torgau;   and  then    famed  Wittenberg,    all   on  the 
northwest,   farther  down  the  River:   and   on  the  other 
side,  Meissen  with  its  Potteries  not  far  to  the  southeast 
of  you,  up  the  River ,  on  the  Dresden  hand.     Nay  per- 
haps many  of  my  readers   have  seen  the  place,  and 
not  known,  in  their  touring  expeditions;  which  are  now 
blinder  than  ever,   and  done  by  steam,   without  even 
eyesight,  not  to  say  intelligence.     Precisely  where  the 
railway  from  Leipzig  to  Dresden  crosses  the  Elbe,  — 
there,  if  you  happen  to  have  daylight,  is  a  flat,  rather 
clayey  country,   dirty-greenish,   as  if  depastured  partly 
by  geese;  with  a  big  full  River  Elbe  sweeping  through 
it,  banks  barish  for  a  mile  or  two;   River  itself  swift, 
sleek  and  of  flint-colour;  not  unpleasant  to  behold,  thus 
far  on  its  journey  from  the  Bohemian  Giant-Mountains 
sea-ward:  precisely  there,   when  you  have  crossed  the 
Bridge,  is  the  southmost  comer  of  August  the  Strong's 
Encampment,  —  vanished  now  like  the  last  flock  of 
geese  that  soiled  and  nibbled  these  localities;  —  and, 

«  Map  at  p.  800. 
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without  knowing  it,  you  are  actually  upon  memorable 
ground. 

Actually,  we  may  well  say;  apart  from  August  and 
his  fooleries.  For  here  also  it  was,  on  the  ground  now 
under  your  eye,  that  Kurfiirst  Johann  Friedrich  the 
Magnanimous,  having  been  surprised  the  day  before  at 
public  worship  in  the  above-mentioned  Town  of  Mtihl- 
berg,  and  completely  beaten  by  Kaiser  Karl  the  Fifth 
and  his  Spaniards  and  Duke  of  Alba,  did,  on  Monday 
25th  April  1547,  ride  forth  as  Prisoner  to  meet  the 
said  Kaiser;  and  had  the  worst  reception  from  him, 
poor  man.  "Take  pity  on  me,  0  God!  This  is  what 
"it  is  come  to?"  the  magnanimous  beaten  Kurfiirst  was 
heard  murmuring  as  he  rode.  At  sight  of  the  Kaiser, 
he  dismounted,  pulled  off  his  ironplated  gloves,  knelt, 
and  was  for  humbly  taking  the  Kaiser's  hand,  to  kiss 
it.  Kaiser  would  not;  Kaiser  looked  thunderous  tor- 
nado on  him,  with  hands  rigidly  in  the  vertical  direc- 
tion. The  magnanimous  Kurfurst  arose  therefore; 
doffed  his  hat:  "Great-mightiest  {(jrossmdchfigster)  all- 
" gracious  Kaiser,  I  am  your  Majesty's  prisoner,"  said 
he,  confining  himself  to  the  historical.  "I  am  Kaiser 
"now,  then?"  answered  the  sullen  Tornado,  with  a 
black  brow  and  hanging  under-jaw.  —  "I  request  my 
"imprisonment  may  be  prince -like,"  said  the  poor 
Prince.  "It  shall  be  as  your  deserts  have  been!"  — 
"I  am  in  your  power;  you  will  do  your  pleasure  on 
"me,"  answered  the  other;  —  and  was  led  away,  to 
hard  durance  and  peril  of  life  for  five  years  to  come; 
bis  Cousin  Moritz  having  expertly  jockeyed  his  Elec- 
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toral  dignities  and  territories  from  him  in  the  interim;* 
—  as  was  told  above,  long  since. 

Expert  Cousin  Moritz:  in  virtue  of  which  same 
Moritz,  or  rather  perhaps  in  vice  of  him,  August  the 
Strong  is  even  now  Elector  of  Saxony;  Papist,  Pseudo- 
Papist  Apostate  King  of  Poland,  and  Non-plus-ultra  of 
"gluttonous  Royal  Flunkeys;"  doomed  to  do  these 
fooleries  on  God's  Earth  for  a  time.  For  the  sins  of 
the  fathers  are  visited  upon  the  children,  —  in  ways 
little  dreamt  of  by  the  flunkey  judgment,  —  to  the 
sixth  generation  and  farther.  Truly  enough  this  is 
memorable  ground,  little  as  Bang  August  thinks  of  it; 
little  as  the  idle  tourists  think,  or  the  depasturing  geese^ 
who  happen  to  be  there. 

The  ten  square  miles  have  been  industriously  pre- 
pared for  many  months  past;  shaved,  swept  by  the 
best  engineer  science;  every  village  of  it  thoroughly 
cleaned,  at  least:  the  villages  all  let  lodgings  at  a 
Californian  rate;  in  one  village,  Moritz  by  name,**  is 
the  slaughter-house,  killing  oxen  night  and  day;  and 
the  bakehouse,  with  160  mealy  bakers  who  never  rest: 
in  another  village,  Strohme,  is  the  playhouse  of  the 
region;  in  another,  Glaubitz,  the  post-office:  nothing 
could  excel  the  arrangements;  much  superior,  I  should 
judge,  to  those  for  the  Siege  of  Troy,  and  other  world- 
great  enterprises.  Worthy  really  of  admiration,  had 
the  business  not  been  Zero.     Foreign  Coiuts,  European 

*  De  Wette:  Kurzgefassle  Lebens-Geschichte  der  Hertoge  zu  Sachsen 
(Weimar ,  1770) ,  pp.  1-%V1%. 
«*  Blapatp.  800. 


CHAP,  m.]  CAMP  OP  RADEWITZ.  289 

June  1730. 

,  Diplomacy  at  large,  wondered  much  what  cimning 
scheme  lay  hidden  here.  No  scheme  at  all,  nor  pur- 
pose, on  the  part  of  poor  August;  only  that  of  amusing 
himself,  and  astonishing  the  flunkeys  of  Creation,  — 
regardless  of  expense.  Three  temporary  Bridges,  three 
besides  the  regular  ferry  of  the  country,  cross  the  Elbe; 
for  the  high  officers,  dames,  damosels  and  lordships  of 
degree,  and  thousandfold  spectators,  lodge  on  both  sides 
of  the  Elbe:  three  Bridges,  one  of  pontoons,  one  of 
wood-rafts,  one  of  barrels;  immensely  long,  made  for 
the  occasion.  The  whole  Saxon  Army,  30,000  horse 
and  foot  with  their  artillery,  all  in  beautiiul  brand-new 
uniforms  and  equipments,  lies  beautiftdly  encamped  in 
tents  and  wooden  huts,  near  by  Zeithayn,  its  rear  to 
the  Elbe;  this  is  the  ''''Armee- Lager  (Camp  of  the 
Army)"  in  our  old  Kubbish- Books.  Northward  of 
which,  —  with  the  Heath  of  Gorisch  still  well  beyond, 
and  bluish  to  you,  in  the  farther  North,  —  rises,  on 
favourable  ground,  a  high  "Pavilion"  elaborately  built, 
elaboratety  painted  and  gilded,  with  balcony  stages  ■ 
round  it;  from  which  the  whole  ground,  and  everything 
done  in  it,  is  surveyable  to  spectators  of  rank. 

Eastward  again,  or  from  the  Pavilion  southeastward, 
at  the  right  flank  of  the  Army,  where  again  rises  a 
kind  of  Height,  hard  by  Radewitz,  favourable  for  sur- 
vey, —  there,  built  of  sublime  silk  tents,  or  solid  well- 
painted  carpentry,  the  general  colour  of  which  is  bright 
green,  with  gilt  knobs  and  gilt  gratings  all  about,  is 
the  ^'' HaupULageVy^  Head-quarters,  Main  Ziagcr ^ ^^"sx^. 
of  all  the  Lagers;  where  bis  PxuBSvau  ^«I^«&^^  -,  «»Ss.^sv^ 

Cariff/e,  Frederic  the  Great*  IIU 
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Polish  ditto,  with  their  respective  suites,  are  lodged. 
Einglike  wholly,  in  extensive  green  palaces  ready  gilt 
and  furnished;  such  drawing-rooms,  such  bed-rooms, 
"with  floors  of  dyed  wickei>work;"  the  gilt  mirrors, 
pictures,  musical  clocks;  —  not  even  the  fine  bathing- 
tubs  for  his  Prussian  Majesty  have  been  forgotten. 
Never  did  man  or  flunkey  see  the  like.  Such  immense 
saccessM  apparatus,  without  and  within;  no  end  of 
military  valetaille,  chiefly  "janizaries,"  in  Turk  costume ; 
improvised  flower-gardens  even,  and  walks  of  yellow 
sand,  —  the  whole  Hill  of  Eadewitz  made  into  a  flower- 
garden  in  that  way.  Nay,  in  the  Army  Lager  too, 
many  of  the  Captains  have  made  little  improvised 
flower-gardens,  in  that  Camp  of  theirs,  up  and  down. 
For  other  Captains  not  of  a  poetical  turn,  there  are 
billiards,  coffee-houses,  and  plenty  of  excellent  beer 
and  other  liquor.  But  the  mountains  of  cavalry  hay, 
that  stand  guarded  by  patrols  in  the  rearward  places, 
and  the  granaries  of  cavalry  oats,  are  not  to  be  told. 
Eastward,  from  their  open  porticoes  and  precincts,  with 
imitation  "janizaries^'  pacing  silent  lower  down,  the 
Two  Majesties  oversee  the  Army,  at  discretion;  can 
survey  all  things,  —  even  while  dining,  which  they  do 
daily  like  very  kings!  Fritz  is  lodged  there;  has  a 
magnificent  bed:  poor  young  fellow,  he  alone  now 
makes  the  business  of  any  meaning  to  us.  He  is 
curious  enough  to  see  the  phenomena,  military  and 
other;  but  oppressed  with  black  care:  "My  Amelia  is 
not  here,  and  the  tyrant  Father  is  —  tyrannous  with 
his  rattan:  ye  godaV 
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We  could  insist  mucli  on  the  notable  people  that 
were  there ;  for  the  Lists  of  them  are  given.  Many  high 
Lordships;  some  of  whom  will  meet  us  again.  Weissen- 
fels,  Wilhelmina's  unfavoured  lover,  how  busy  is  he, 
commanding  gallantly  (in  the  terrific  Sham-Battle)  against 
Wackerbarth*,  General  Wackerbarth,  whose  house  we 
saw  burnt  on  a  Dresden  visit,  not  so  long  ago.  Old 
Leopold  of  Anhalt-Dessau  is  there,  the  Old  Dessauer*, 
with  four' of  his  Princes;  instructed  in  soldiering,  left 
without  other  instruction;  without  even  writing,  unless 
they  can  pick  it  up  for  themselves.  Likely  young 
fellows  too,  with  a  good  stroke  of  work  in  them,  of 
battle  in  them,  when  called  for.  Young  Anspach,  lately 
wedded,  comes,  in  what  state  he  can,  poor  youth; 
lodges  with  the  Prussian  Majesty  his  Father-in-law; 
should  keep  rather  quiet,  his  share  of  wisdom  being 
small.  Seckendorf  with  his  Grumkow,  they  also  are 
here,  in  the  train  of  Friedrich  Wilhelm.  Grumkow 
shoves  the  bottle  with  their  Polish  and  Prussian  Ma- 
jesties; in  jolly  hours,  things  go  very  high  there.  I  ob- 
serve they  call  King  August  "/e  JPatrorij"  the  Captain, 
or  "Patroon;"  a  fine  jollity  dwelling  in  that  Man  of 
Sin.  Or  does  the  reader  notice*  Holstein-Beck,  Prussian 
Major-General;  Prince  of  Holstein-Beck;  a  solid  dull 
man;  capable  of  liquor,  among  other  things:  not  wiser 
than  he  should  be;  sold  all  his  Apanage  or  Princeship, 
for  example,  and  bought  plate  with  it,  wherefore  they 
call  him  ever  since  ^^'ELohtQin- Vaisselle  (Holstein  P/a^^) " 
instead  of  Holstein-Beck.*    His  next  Brother  ^  Vssw^  v&a- 

•  BUachlng'8  Beulrdge ,  V».\Q^. 
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wise  I  should  think,  being  Major-General  in  the  Saxon 
service,  is  still  more  foolish.  He,  poor  soul,  is  just 
about  to  many  the  Orzelska,  incomparable  Princess 
known  to  us,  who  had  been  her  Father's  mistress:  — 
marriage,  as  was  natural,  went  asunder  again  (1733) 
after  a  couple  of  years.  —  But  mark  especially  that 
middle-aged  heavy  gentleman,  Prince  of  Anhalt-Zerbst, 
Prussian  Commandant  of  Stettin.  Not  over  rich  (would 
not  even  be  rich  if  he  came  to  be  reigning  Duke ,  as  he 
will  do) ;  attentive  at  his  post  in  those  parts ,  ever  since 
the  Siege-of-Stralsund  time;  has  done  his  orders,  forti- 
fied Stettin  to  perfection;  solid,  heavy  taciturn  man:  — 
of  whom  there  is  nothing  notable  but  this  only,  That 
last  year  his  Wife  brought  him  a  little  Daughter,  Ca- 
tharine the  name  of  her.  His  Wife  is  a  foolish  restless 
dame,  highborn  and  pennyless;  let  her  nurse  well  this 
little  Catharine :  little  Catharine  will  become  abundantly 
distinguished  in  a  thirty  years  hence;  Empress  of  all 
the  Russians,  that  little  girl;  the  Fates  have  so  appointed 
it,  mocking  the  prophecies  of  men!  Here  too  is  our 
poor  unmentionable  Duke  of  Mecklenburg:  poor  soul, 
he  has  left  his  quarrels  with  the  Eitterschaft  for  a  week 
or  two ,  and  is  here  breathing  the  air  of  the  Elbe  Heaths. 
His  wild  Russian  Wife,  wild  Peter%  Niece  and  more, 
we  are  relieved  to  know,  is  dead;  for  her  ways  and 
Peter's  have  been  very  strange!  To  this  unmentionable 
Duke  of  Mecklenburg  she  has  left  one  Daughter,  a 
Princess  Elizabeth-Catherine,  who  will  be  called  Prin- 
cess Anne^  one  day.  ^lio?»e  fortunes  in  the  world  may 
turn   out  to  be  trag\c«\,    ^ofveoJiaaN.  V^\s»8s^  ^1  ^aSi.  ^o. 
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Russias,  that  little  Elizabeth  or  Anne.  Heiress  by  her 
wily  Aunt,  Anne  of  Curland,  —  Anne  with  the  swollen 
cheek,  whom  Moritz,  capable  of  many  things,  and  of 
being  Mareehal  de  Saxe  by  and  by,  could  not  manage 
to  fall  in  love  with  there;  and  who  has  now  just  quitted 
Curland,  and  become  Czarina;*  —  if  Aunt  Anne  with 
the  big  cheek  should  die  childless,  as  is  likely,  this 
little  Niece  were  Heiress.  Was  thufs^  What  matter! — 
In  the  train  of  King  August  are  likewise  splendours 
of  a  sort,  if  we  had  time  for  them.  Dukes  of  Sachsen- 
Gotha,  Dukes  of  Meiningen,  most  of  the  Dukes  that 
putSachsen  to  their  name;  —  Sachsen- Weimar  for  one; 
who  is  Grandfather  of  Goethe's  Friend ,  if  not  otherwise 
distinguished.  The  Lubomirskis,  Czartoryskis,  and 
others  of  Polish  breed,  shall  be  considered  as  foreign 
to  us ,  and  go  unnoticed.  Nor  are  high  Dames  wanting, 
as  we  see:  vast  flighte  of  airy  bright-hued  womankind, 
Crown-Princess  at  the  head  of  them,  who  lodges  in 
Tiefenau  #vith  her  Crown-Prince,  —  and  though  plain- 
looking,  and  not  of  the  sweetest  temper,  is  a  very  high 
Lady  indeed.  Niece  of  the  present  Kaiser  Karl,  Daughter 
of  the  late  Kaiser,  Joseph  of  blessed  memory;  —  for 
which  reason  August  never  yet  will  sign  the  Pragmatic 
Sanction,  his  Crown-Prince  having  hereby  rights  of  his 
own  in  opposition  thereto.  She  is  young;  to  her  is 
Tiefenau,  northward,  on  the  edge  of  the  Gorisch  Heath, 
probably  the  choicest  mansion  in  these  circuits,  given 
up:  also  she  is  Lady  of  "the  Bucentaur,"  firigate  equal 

*  Peter  II.,    her  Cousin  -  gcrman ,    died  JaxwiaLT-j  Vi^^  V^««sx*\av^^ 
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to  Cleopatra's  galley  in  a  manner;  and  coinmd,nds,  so 
to  speak,  by  land  and  water.  Supreme  Lady,  she,  of 
this  sublime  world -foolery,  regardless  of  expense:  so 
has  the  gallantry  of  August  ordered  it  Our  Friedrich 
and  slie  will  meet  again,  on  occasions  not  like  this!  — 
What  the  other  Princesses  and  Countesses,  present  on 
this  occasion,  were  to  Crown -Prince  Friedrich,  except 
a  general  flowerbed  of  human  nature,  —  ask  not;  nor 
oven  whether  the  Orzelska  was  so  much  as  here!  The 
Orzelska  will  be  married ,  some  two  months  hence,  *  to 
aHolstein-Beck;  not  to  Holstein  Plate  y  but  to  his  Brother 
the  unfortunate  Saxon  Major-General:  a  man  surely  not 
of  nice  tastes  in  regard  to  marriage;  —  and  I  would 
recommend  him  to  keep  his  light  Wife  at  home  on  such 
occasions.  They  parted,  as  we  said,  in  a  year  or  two, 
mutually  indignant;  and  the  Orzelska  went  to  Avignon, 
to  Venice  and  elsewhither,  and  •  settled  into  Catholic 
devotion  in  cheap  countries  of  agreeable  climate.** 

Crown-Prince  Friedrich,  doubtless,  looking  at  this 
flowerbed  of  human  nature,  and  the  reward  of  happy 
daring  paid  by  Beauty,  has  vivid  images  of  Princess 
Amelia  and  her  Viceregency  of  Hanover;  bright  Prin- 
cess and  Viceregency,  divided  from  him  by  bottomless 
gulfs,  which  need  such  a  swim  as  that  of  Leander  across 
the  material  Hellespont  was  but  a  trifle  to !  —  In  which 
of  the  villages  HotJiam  and  Dickens  lodged,  I  did  not 
learn  or  inquire;  nor  are  their  copious  Despatches,  chro- 

«  lOth  AngU8tn^0(,^VtT»^o\Axv%QTk.\\i«i%^atch  from  Dresden;  in  State- 
Paper  Office). 

«»  See  PbUnltz  CMcmoir* ,  &^-^  ^  ^Vv^^^«  ^^  ^^^^^^^  ^^.^^^'^v^^. 
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nicling  these  sublime  phenomena  from  day  to  day  for 
behoof  of  St.  Jameses,  other  than  entirely  inane  to  us 
at  this  time.  But  one  thing  we  do  learn  from  them: 
Our  Crown-Prince,  escaping  the  paternal  vigilance,  was 
secretly  in  consultation  with  Dickens,  or  with  Hotham 
through  Dickens;  and  this  in  the  most  tragic  humour 
on  his  side.  In  such  effulgences  of  luxury  and  scenic 
grandeur,  how  sad  an  attendant  is  Black  Care,  —  nay 
foul  misusage,  not  to  be  borne  by  human  nature!  Ac- 
curate Professor  Ranke  has  read  somewhere,  —  does 
not  comfortably  say  where,  nor  comfortably  give  the 
least  date,  —  this  passage,  or  what  authorises  him  to 
write  it  "In  that  Pleasure-Camp  of  Miihlberg,  where 
"the  eyes  of  so  many  strangers  were  directed  to  him, 
"the  Crown -Prince  was  treated  like  a  disobedient  boy, 
"and  one  time  even  with  strokes  {kdrperlich  misshandelt), 
"to  make  him  feel  he  was  only  considered  as  such.  The 
"enraged  King,  who  never  weighed  the  consequences 
"of  his  words,  added  mockery  to  his  manual  outrage. 
"He  said,  'Had  I  been  treated  so  by  my  Father,  I  would 
"have  blown  my  brains  out:  but  this  fellow  has  no 
"honour,  he  takes  all  that  comes!'"*  Einmal  hOrper- 
lick  misshandelt:  why  did  not  the  Professor  give  us  time, 
occasion,  circumstances,  and  name  of  some  eye-witness? 
For  the  fact,  which  stands  reported  in  the  like  fashion 
in  all  manner  of  Histories,  we  shall  otherwise  find  to 
be  abundantly  certain;  and  it  produced  conspicuous  de- 
finite results.  It  is,  as  it  were,  the  one  fact  still  worth 
human  remembrance  in  this  expensive "RaAk^Vo*  «»Ss^*^iv»» 

•  MUake:  Neun  B6cher  Pretwstscher  GetchlcMe  V^tT\Viv>  W»L•^f^^  v.'wfV' 
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fooleries;   and  is  itself  left  lu  that. vague  inert  state,  — 
irremediable  at  present 

Beaten  like  a  slave;  while  lodged,  while  figuring 
about,  like  a  rojal  highness,  in  this  sumptuous  manner! 
It  appears  clearly  the  poor  Prince  did  hereupon,  in  spite 
of  his  word  given  to  Wilhelmina,  make  up  his  mind  to 
run.  Ingenious  Hanke,  forgetting  again  to  date,  knows 
from  the  Archives,  that  Friedrich  went  shortly  after- 
wards to  call  on  Graf  von  Hoym,  one  day.  Speaking 
to  Graf  von  Hoym,  who  is  Saxon  First -Minister,  and 
Factotum  of  the  arrangements  here,  he  took  occasion 
cursorily  to  ask.  Could  not  a  glimpse  of  Leipzig,  among 
all  these  fine  things,  be  had?  Order  for  horses  to  or  at 
Leipzig,  for  "a  couple  of  Officers"  (Lieutenant  Keith  and 
self),  —  quietly,  without  fuss  of  passes  and  the  Hke,  Herr 
Graf?  —  The  Herr  Graf  glances  into  it  with  eyes  which 
have  a  twinkle  in  them:  Schwerlich^  Royal  H[ighness. 
They  are  very  strict  about  passes.  Do  not  try  it,  Royal 
Highness!*  And  Friedrich  did  desist,  in  that  direction, 
poor  youth ;  but  tried  it  the  more  in  others.  Very  busy, 
in  deep  seprecy,  corresponding  with  Lieutenant  Katte 
at  Berlin,  consulting  tragically  with  Captain  Guy  Dickens 
here.  —  Whether  any  hint  or  whisper  came  to  the  Prus- 
sian Majesty  from  Graf  von  Hoym?  Lieutenant  Keith  was, 
shortly  after,  sent  to  Wesel  to  mind  his  soldiering  there, 
far  down  the  Rhine  Country  in  the  Garrison  of  Wesel;** 

*  Ranke«  ubi  suprk;  Forster:  i.  365,  and  more  especially  iii.4  (Secken- 
dorfs  Narrative  there). 

•*  Wilhelmina  told  tia  \«A.fe\^  i^^*^^"*^,  \J.\\^^^"«A^^Ja.  Kad  been  eent  to 
Wwel;  but  she  lias  mUdaX^d  aa  uau«.V 
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better  there  than  colleaguing  with  a  Fritz,  and  suggesting 
to  him  idle  traantcies  or  worse. 

With  Katte  at  Berlin  the  desperate  Prince  has  con- 
cocted another  scheme  of  Flight,  this  Hoym  one  being 
impossible;  scheme  executable  by  Katte  and  him,  were 
this  Eadewitz  once  over.  And  as  for  his  consultations 
with  Guy  Dickens,  the  result  of  them  is :  Captain  Dickens, 
on  the  16th  of  June,  with  eyes  brisk  enough,  and  lips 
well  shut,  sets  out  from  Eadewitz  express  for  London. 
This  is  what  I  read  as  abstract  of  HothanCs  Despatch^ 
16th  June  1730,  which  Dickens  is  to  deliver  with  all 
caution  at  St.  James's:  "  Crown-Prince  has  communicated 
**to  Dickens  his  plan  of  escape;  'could  no  longer  bear 
"the  outrages  of  his  Father.'  Is  ta  attend  his  Father 
"to  Anspach  shortly"  {Jouimey  to  the  Reich ^  of  which 
we  shall  hear  anon),  "and  they  are  to  take  a  turn  to 
"Stuttgard;  which  latter  is  not  very  far  from  Strasburg 
"on  the  French  side  of  the  Rhine.  To  Strasburg  he 
"will  make  his  escape;  stay  six  weeks  or  a  couple  of 
"months  (that  his  Mother  be  not  suspected);  and  will 
"then  proceed  to  England.  Hopes  England  will  take 
"such  measures  as  to  save  his  Sister  from  ruin."  These 
are  his  fixed  resolutions:  what  will  England  do  in  such 
abstruse  case?  —  Captain  Dickens  speeds  silently  with 
his  Despatch;  will  find  Lord  Harrington,  notTownshend 
any  more;*  will  copiously  open  his  lips  to  Harrington 
on  matters  Prussian.  A  brisk  military  man,  in  the 
prime  of  his  years;   who  might  do  as  Prussian  Envoy 

*  Resigned ,  Ihih  May  1730:  DespatcVv  to  WoVYvam^  ca^w^^^^^n  's>,\"Ccca^ 
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himself,  if  notliing  great  were  going  oil?    Harrington's 
final  response  will  take  some  deliberating. 

Hotham,  meanwhile,  resumes  his  report,  as  we  too 
must  do,   of  the  Scenic  Exhibitions;  —  and,    we  can 
well  fancy,  is  getting  weary  of  it;  wishing  to  be  home 
rather,  "as  his  business  here  seems  ended."*    One  day 
he  mentions  a  rumour  (inane  high  rumours  being  pre- 
valent in  such  a  place);    "rumour  circulated  here,    to 
"which  I  do  not  give  the  slightest  credit,    that  the 
"Prince-Royal  of  Prussia  is  to  have  one  of  the  Arch- 
"  duchesses,"   perhaps  Maria  Theresa  herself  I     Which 
might  indeed  have  saved  immensities  of  trouble  to  the 
whole  world,   as  well  as  to  the  Pair  in  question,   and 
have  made  a  very  difiPerent  History  for  Germany  and 
the  rest  of  us.  Fancy  it!  But  for  many  reasons,  cJiange 
of  religion,    had  there  been  no  other,    it  was  an  im- 
possible notion.     "May  be,"  thinks  Hotham,  "that  the 
"  Court  of  Vienna  throws  out  this  bait  to  continue  the 
"King's  delusion,"  —   or  a  snuffle  from  Seckendorf, 
without  the  Court,  may  have  given  it  currency  in  so 
inane  an  element  as  Eadewitz. 

Of  the  terrific  Sham-Battles,  conducted  by  Weissen- 
fels  on  one  side  and  Wackerbarth  on  the  other;  of  the 
charges  of  cavalry,  play  of  artillery,  threatening  to  end 
in  a  very  doomsday,  round  the  Pavilion  and  the  Ladies 
and  the  Eoyalties  assembled  on  the  balconies  there  (who 
always  go  to  dinner  safe ,  when  victory  has  declared  it- 
self), I  shall  say  nothing.  Nor  of  that  supreme  "attack 
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on  the  entrenchments:"  blowing  up  of  the  very  Bridges; 
cavalry  posted  in  the  woods;  host  doing  its  very  utter- 
most against  host,  with  unheard-of  expenditure  of  gun- 
powder and  learned  manoeuvre;  in  which  "the  Fleet" 
(of  shallops  on  the  Elbe,  rigged  mostly  in  silk)  took 
part,  and  the  Bucentaur  with  all  it?  cannon.  Words 
fail  on  such  occasions.  I  will  mention  only  that  assiduous 
King  August  had  arranged  everything  like  the  King  of 
Playhouse -Managers;  was  seen,  early  in  the  morning, 
"driving  his  own  curricle"  all  about,  in  vigilant  super- 
vision and  inspection;  crossed  the  Tub-Bridge,  or  per- 
haps the  Float-Bridge  (not  yet  blown  up),  "in  a  WursU 
wagen;'*  giving  himself  (what  proved  well-founded)  the 
assurance  of  success  for  this  great  day;  —  and  finally 
that,  on  the  morrow,  there  occurred  an  illumination  and 
display  of  fireworks,  the  like  of  which  is  probably  still 
a  desideratum. 

For  the  Bucentaur  and  Fleet  were  all  hung  with 
coloured  lamplets;  Headquarters  {Haupt- Lager)  and 
Army-Lager  ditto  ditto;  gleaming  upwards  with  their 
golden  light  into  the  silver  of  the  Summer  Twilight: 
—  and  all  this  is  still  nothing  to  the  scene  there  is 
across  the  Elbe,  on  our  southeast  comer.  You  behold 
that  Palace  of  the  Grenii;  wings,  turrets,  main-body, 
battlements:  it  is  "a  gigantic  wooden  frame,  on  which 
"two  hundred  carpenters  have  been  busy  for  above  six 
"months,"  ever  since  Christmas  last  Two  hundred 
carpenters;  and  how  many  painters  I  cannot  say:  but 
they  have  smeared  "six  thousand  yards  of  linen  canvas  C' 
which  is  now  nailed  up ;  hung  V\\\i  \«ai^^  ^  Xi'fc'^isX.  ^"SSsv 
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fireworks,  no  end  of  rocket-serpents,  wMierine-wheelsi 
with  cannon  and  fleld-miiBic,  near  and  far,  to  correspond; 
—  and  is  now  (evening  of  the  24th  June  1730)  shining 
to  men  and  gods.  Pinnacles,  turrets,  tablatures,  tipl 
with  varions  fires  and  emblems,  all  is  there;  symbolic 
Fainting,  six  hundred  yards  of  it,  glowing  with  inner 
light,  and  legible  to  the  very  owls!  Arms  now  piled 
useless;  Pax,  with  her  Appurtenances;  Mare  resting  (m 
that  canvas)  on  trophies  of  laurel  honourably  won:  and 
there  is  an  Inscription,  done  in  lamplets,  every  letter 
taller  than  a  man ,  were  you  close  upon  it,  "  Sic 
fulta  laancb/t  {Thus  supported  it  will  stand),"  — 
the  r(  being  either  Pax  (Peace)  or  Bomus  (the  Genii- 
Palace  itself^,  as  your  weak  judgment  may  lead  you  to 
interpret  delicate  al- 
lusions. Every  letter 
bigger  than  a  man: 
it  may  be  read  al- 
most at  Wittenberg, 
I  should  think;  fla- 
king, as  pica  written 
on  the  sky,  from 
the  Steeple-tops  there. 
Thus  supported  it  wilt 
stand;  and  pious  mor- 
tals murmur,  "Hope 
so,  I  am  sure!"  — 
And  the  cannons  fire, 

almost  without  ceasing;  and  the  field-music,  guided  by 
telegraphs,  bursts  over  all  the  scene  at  due  moments; 
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and  the  catherine-wheels  fly  hissing;  and  the  Bucentaur 
and  silk  Brigantines  glide  about  like  living  flambeaus; 
—  and  in  fact  you  must  fancy  such  a  sight  King 
August,  tired  to  the  bone,  and  seeing  all  successful, 
retired  about  mid -night.  Friedrich  Wilhelm  stood 
till  the  finale;  Saxon  Crown -Prince  and  he,  "in  a 
window  of  the  highest  house  in  Promnitz;"  our  young 
Fritz  and  the  Margraf  of  Anspach,  they  also  in 
a  neighbouring  window,*  stood  till  the  finale:  two 
in  the  morning,  when  the  very  Sun  was  not  far  from 
rising. 

Or  is  not  the  ultimate  closing  day'  perhaps  still 
notabler:  a  day  of  universal  eating?  Debauchee  King 
August  had  a  touch  of  genuine  human  good-humour 
in  him;  poor  devil,  and  had  the  best  of  stomachs. 
Eighty  oxen,  fat  as  Christmas,  were  slain  and  roasted, 
subsidiary  viands  I  do  not  count;  that  all  the  world 
might  have  one  good  dinner.  The  soldiers,  divided 
into  proper  sections,  had  cut  trenches,  raised  flat  mounds, 
laid  planks;  and  so,  by  trenching  and  planking,  had 
made  at  once  table  and  seat,  wood  well  secured  on 
turf.  At  the  end  of  every  table  rose  a  triglyph,  two 
strong  wooden  posts  with  lintel;  on  the  lintel  stood 
spiked  the  ox's  head,  ox's  hide  hanging  beneath  it 
as  drapery:  and  on  the  two  sides  of  the  two  posts, 
hung  free  the  four  roasted  quarters  of  said  ox;  from 
which  the  common  man  joyfully  helped  himself  Three 
measures  of  beer  he  had,  and  two  of  wine;  —  which^ 
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unless  the  measures  were  miraculously  small,  we  may 
take  to  be  abundance.  Thus  they,  in  two  long  rows, 
30,000  of  them  by  the  tale,  dine  joyfiiUy  sub  dio. 
The  two  Majesties  and  two  Crown-Princes  rode  through 
the  ranks,  as  dinner  went  on:  "King  of  Prussia  for- 
ever!" and  caps  into  the  air;  —  at  length  they  retire  to 
their  own  Hauptqtiartier^  where,  themselves  dining,  they 
can  still  see  the  soldiers  dine,  or  at  least  drink  their 
three  measures  and  two.  Dine,  yea  dine  abundantly: 
let  all  mortals  have  one  good  dinner!  — 

Royal  dinner  is  not  yet  done  when  a  new  miracle 
appears  on  the  field:  the  largest  Cake  ever  baked 
by  the  Sons  of  Adam.  Drawn  into  the  Headquarter 
about  an  hour  ago,  on  a  wooden  frame  with  tent 
over  it,  by  a  team  of  eight  horses;  tent  curtaining 
it,  guarded  by  Cadets:  now  the  tent  is  struck  and 
off;  —  saw  mortals  ever  the  like?  It  is  fourteen  ells 
{Heine  Ellen)  long,  by  six  broad;  and  at  the  centre 
half  an  ell  thick.  Baked  by  machinery;  how  other- 
wise could  peel  or  roller  act  on  such  a  Cake?  There 
are  five  thousand  eggs  in  it;  thirty-six  bushels  (Berlin 
measure)  of  sound  flour;  one  tun  of  milk,  one  tun 
of  yeast,  one  ditto  of  butter:  crackers,  gingerbread- 
nuts,  for  fillet  or  trimming,  run  all  round.  Plainly 
the  Prince  of  Cakes!  A  Carpenter  with  gigantic 
knife,  handle  of  it  resting  on  his  shoulder,  —  Head 
of  the  Board  of  Works,  giving  word  of  command,  — 
enters  the  Cake  by  incision;  cuts  it  up  by  plan, 
by  successive  B\gn.a\  fcoiisi  llaa  Board  of  Works.  What 
high  person  wo\\V3l  uoV.  V^c^  lot  \s«fiaj^^  \4^  ^sw:^  ^^ 
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thing  of  eating,  some  fraction  of  such  a  Nonpareil? 
There  is  cut  and  come  again  for  alL  Carpenter  ad- 
vances, by  main  trench  and  by  side-trenches,  steadily 
to  word  of  command. 

I  mention,  as  another  trait  of  the  poor  devil  of  an 
August,  full  of  good-homour  after  all,  That  he  and  his 
Eoyalties  and  big  Lordships  having  dined,  he  gave  the 
still  groaning  table  with  all  its  dishes  to  be  scrambled 
for  "by  the  janizaries."  Janizaries,  Imitation -Turk 
valetaille;  who  speedily  made  clearance,  —  many  a  bit 
of  precious  Meissen  porcelain  going  far  down  in  society 
by  that  means. 

Royal  dinner  done,  the  Colonel  and  Officers  of 
every  regiment,  ranked  in  high  order,  with  weapons 
drawn,  preceded  by  their  respective  bands  of  music, 
came  marching  up  the  Hill,  to  pay  their  particular  re- 
spects to  the  Majesty  of  Prussia.  Majesty  of  Prussia 
promised  them  his  favour,  everlasting,  as  requested; 
drank  a  glass  of  wine  to  each  party  (steady,  your  Ma- 
jesty!), who  all  responded  by  glasses  of  wine,  and 
threw  the  glasses  aloft  with  shouts.  Sixty  pieces  of 
artillery  speaking  the  while,  and  the  bands  of  music 
breathing  their  sweetest;  —  till  it  was  done,  and  his 
Majesty  still  steady  on  his  feet.  He  could  stand  a 
great  deal  of  wine. 

And  now  —  ?  —  Well,  the  Cake  is  not  done,  many 
cubic  yards  of  cake  are  still  left,  and  the  very  corporals 
can  do  no  more:  let  the  Army  scramble!  Army  whipt 
it  away  in  no-time.  And  now,  alas  now  —  the  tim& 
is  come  for  parting.     It  is  eni^A.^  «i)^  Hk^o:^  ^s^-   "^^"^ 
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for  about  an  hour  could  the  HerrBchaftm  (Lordships 
and  minor  Sovereignties)  fairly  tear  themselves  away, 
under  wailing  music,  and  with  the  due  emotion. 

The  PruBBian  Hoyalties,  and  select  few,  took  boat 
down  the  ItiYcr,  on  the  morrow;  towards  Lichtenburg 
Hunting-Palace,  for  one  day's  slaughtering  of  game. 
They  slaughtered  there  about  one  tliousand  living  crea- 
tures, all  driven  into  heaps  for  tliem,  —  "six  hundred 
of  red  game*^  (of  the  stag  species),  "four  hundred 
black ,"  or  of  the  boar  ditto.  They  left  all  these  crea- 
tures dead;  dined  immensely;  then  did  go,  sorrowfully 
sated;  Crown-Prince  Friedrich  in  his  own  carriage  in 
the  rear;  Papa  in  his,  preceding  by  a  few  minutes;  all 
tlie  wood  honis,  or  French  horns,  wailing  sad  adieu; 
—  and  hurried  towards  Berlin  through  the  ambrosial 
night.* 

And  so  it  is  all  ended.  And  August  the  Strong  — 
what  shall  we  say  of  August?  History  must  admit  that 
he  attains  the  maximum  in  several  things.  Maximum 
of  physical  strength;  can  break  horse-shoes,  nay  half- 
crowns  with  finger  and  thumb.  Maximum  of  sumptuo- 
sity;  really  a  polite  creature;  no  man  of  his  means  so 
regardless  of  expense.  Maximimi  of  Bastards,  Three- 
hundred  and  fifty-four  of  them ;  probably  no  mortal  ever 
exceeded  that  quantity.  Lastly,  he  has  baked  the 
biggest  Bannock  on  record;  Cake  with  5,000  eggs  in 
it,  and  a  tun  of  butter.  These  things  History  must 
concede  to  him.  Poor  devil,  he  was  full  of  good- 
humour,  too,  and  had  the  best  of  stomachs.     His  am- 

*  28ih  Juue  n^^ix  \leUw-G.e%t\vvc\v\.e  .V'iW** 
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putated  great  toe  does  not  mend:  out  upon  it,  the  world 
itself  is  all  so  amputated,  and  not  like  mending!  Au- 
gust the  Strong,  dilapidated  at  fifty-iluiee,  is  fast  ver- 
ging towards  a  less  expensive  country:  and  in  three 
years  hence  will  be  lodged  gratis,  and  need  no  cook  or 
flunkey  of  either  sex. 

"This  Camp  of  Radewitz,"  saysSmelfungus,  one  of  my 
Antecessors,  finishing  his  long  narrative  of  it,  ^' this  Camp  is 
"  Nothing ;  and  after  all  this  expense  of  King  August's  and 
"mine,  it  flies  away  like  a  dream.  But  alas,  were  the  Con- 
"  grasses  of  Cambray  and  Soissons,  was  the  lifelong  diplomacy 
"  of  Kaiser  Karl ,  or  the  History  of  torpid  moribund  Europe  in 
"those  days,  much  of  a  Something?  The  Pragmatic  Sanction, 
"with  allitsprotocolling,  has  fled,  like  the  temporary  Play- 
"  house  of  King  August  erected  there  in  the  village  of 
"Strohmen.  Much  talk,  noise  and  imaginary  interest  about 
"both  literally  have  become  zero,  were  always  zero.  As  well 
"talk  about  the  one  as  the  other."  —  Then  why  not  silence 
about  both,  my  Friend  Smelfungus?  He  answers:  "That 
"truly  is  the  thing  to  be  aimed  at;  —  and  if  we  had  once  got 
"our  own  out  of  both,  let  both  be  consumed  with  fire,  and 
"remain  a  handful  of  inarticulate  black  ashes  forevermore." 
Heavens,  will  I,  of  all  men,  object  I 

Smelfungus  says  elsewhere: 

"The  moral  to  be  derived,  perhaps  the  chief  moral  visible 
"at  present,  from  all  this  Section  of  melancholy  History  is : 
"Modem  Diplomacy  is  nothing;  mind  well  your  own  affairs, 
"leave  those  of  your  neighbours  well  alone.  The  Pra^TOSi.t.vs. 
"Sanction,  breaking  Fritz's ,  Priedm\i\^\ffla!^^^^^'^^^^^ 
''Wilhelmiua*8,  English  Amelia's  audl^^o^  tvq\>Vq^  ^^^«^ 
Car/y/e,  Frederic  the  Great.   Ill,  ^ 
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"private  hearts,  and  distracting  with  vain 'terrors  and  hopes 
"the  general  soul  of  Europe  for  five-and- twenty  years,  fell 
"at  once  into  dust  and  vapour,  and  went  wholly  towards 
"limho  on  the  storm- winds,  doing  nothing  for  or  against  any 
"mortal.  Friedrich  Wilhclm's  80,000  well-drilled  troops  re- 
"mained  very  actual  with  their  firelocks  and  iron  ranurods, 
"and  did  a  thing  or  two,  there  being  a  Captain  over  them. 
"Friedrich  Wilhelm's  Directorium,  well -drilled  Prussian 
"Downing  Street,  every  man  steady  at  his  duty,  and  no 
"wind  to  be  wasted  where  silence  was  better,  did  likewise 
"very  authentically  remain,  —  and  still  remains.  Nothing 
"of  genuine  and  human  that  Friedrich  Wilhelm  did  but  re- 
"mained  and  remains  an  inheritance,  not  the  smallest  item 
.  "  of  i7  lost  or  loseable ;  < —  and  the  rude  foolish  Boor-King  (sin- 
"  gular  enough !)  is  found  to  be  the  only  one  that  has  gained 
"by  the  game."  — 
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